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Abstract 
 
This study aims to investigate and analyse certain aspects regarding the 
current condition of the Philippines. Both of its culture and its polities, 
approached within perspectives of historical epochs of colonialism and its 
aftermaths regarding post-colonial discourse. The contemporary society of 
the Philippines has been deeply imprinted by its colonial legacies and left a 
profound mark on its culture, tradition and the development of its politics 
both from the institutional perspectives and international context. This 
project aims to confront some of the structural roots and causes that 
contribute to its national crisis such as mass poverty and the persisting 
oppression that permeates within the society of the Philippines, regarding its 
national identity and its global status as a former colony under western 
powers. The context of this project is about the enduring and uneasy 
relationship between the Philippines and the former western hegemonic 
powers, Spain in the late 15th century and the United States in the early 19th 
century, that have assumed territorial border in the archipelago.  In which it 
has subsequently determined and consolidated, however constrained and 
inescapable, many of the historical, cultural and political formations that 
have influenced developmental trajectories in the Philippines Society. 
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1 Introduction 
 
Here is a country consisting of 103 million people, about 28 million among 
them living in the most persistent and extreme forms of poverty1. The most 
impoverished population, living subhuman lives, indecent and without 
dignity, they are without homes, and without food. Although many of them 
are unable to recognise the causes of their misfortune, yet they are among 
those who are the most victimised by it. The Philippine Crisis, a nation in a 
constant state of degradation and mass hunger, with high levels of injustice 
and social inequality, political upheavals which results in civil unrest, the 
non-existent social services and inadequate education, that further 
proliferates inequality and lack of social mobility. These challenges are 
among many of the issues typically faced by the Philippine society and other 
developing countries in the 21st century.  

 
This study aims to investigate and analyse certain aspects regarding the 
current condition of the Philippines. Both of its culture and its polities, 
approached within perspectives of historical epochs of colonialism and its 
aftermaths regarding post-colonial discourse. The contemporary society of 
the Philippines has been deeply imprinted by its colonial legacies and left a 
profound mark in its culture, tradition and the development of its politics 
both from the institutional perspectives and international context. This 
project aims to confront some of the structural roots and causes that 
contributes to its national crisis such as mass poverty and the persisting 
oppression that permeates within the society of the Philippines, regarding its 
national identity and its global status as a former colony under western 
powers. Only when these processes are confronted can the Philippines 
society start to reconstruct itself and can begin to overcome the real causes of 
their crisis2. 

 
Colonization has ‘refigured the terrain’ of national relations everywhere, the 
post-colonial concept can provide context when studying former colonial 
societies3.  Although the Philippines is nominally an independent nation after 
Spain and U.S. colonization, the spectre of its colonial background still 
looms. In the Philippines and other developing countries, colonial 
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assumptions continue to proliferate, much of the colonial perception lingers 
and sustained by the persisting imbalance in geopolitical relations (west-non-
west). In some sense, all developing countries are post-colonial, Colonialism 
and its impact had been “transformative rather than transitory” in reshaping 
not just the economic structures of nation relations, as well as political 
developments4. Also, as a main discourse and the most important dimension 
of this process is the economic, particularly within developments regarding 
global trade (foreign direct investments and finance) or Globalization theory, 
as a requisite and a consequence of Colonization5. Perhaps the proliferation 
of poverty and oppression in the Philippines and other developing countries 
can be attributed towards perspectives regarding the process of imperialism 
and its consequences and globalization as its continuum. Although 
encompassing the order of “one world”, the economic integration is highly 
asymmetrical6. How is the Philippines integrated into the economic global 
system, being a client state and a neo-colony under the United States? 
Especially in regards to its foreign policy and the imposition of neoliberal 
policies7.  

2 Context 
 

The context of this project is about the enduring and uneasy relationship 
between the Philippines and the former western hegemonic powers, Spain in 
the late 15th century and the United States in the early 19th century, that 
have assumed territorial border in the archipelago. In which it has 
subsequently determined and consolidated, however constrained and 
inescapable, many of the historical, cultural and political formations that 
have influenced the trajectories of development in the Philippines society. In 
my modest attempt to articulate some of the discourse regarding colonialism 
and post-colonialism and some of its implications, perhaps I can propose 
some facets that have influenced the contemporary condition of the 
Philippine crisis.  
 

2.1 The Beginnings of the Western Foothold   
 

The Philippines, interposed between the vast Pacific Ocean to the east, South 
China Sea to the west, a semi-tropical archipelago on the north-eastern rim of 
Southeast Asia. Its territory comprising of more than 7,000 islands, with a 
tapestry of diverse landscapes, fields, forest, mountainous jungles and sandy 
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coastlines. The archipelago geographically divided into three major islands, 
from north to south; Luzon, Visayas and Mindanao. Home to an array of 
diverse ethnicities, coming from 170 ethnolinguistic stops, (many on the 
verge of extinction) with 8 major spoken languages. Its native societies 
stemming from successive waves of immigration from various parts of Asia, 
from its early Austronesian roots, to immigrations to the south from Borneo 
and Indonesia. China and Taiwan to the north, from seafarers of the Hindu 
Champa people and central Vietnam, and the last wave of immigration of 
Malays from the south8.  
 

In the late 16th century, the age of discovery and exploration, a Spanish 
expedition in 1542, led by explorer Ruy Lopez de Villalobos, sailed on to the 
pacific in search of the Spice Island. Inadvertently landing in the archipelago, 
far from unsettled, Villalobos like Columbus, confronted the “new world” as 
its conceptual possession9. The then fragmented and culturally plural society 
of the indigenous inhabitants, the land of the non-christians, became Spain’s 
permanent colony and paved its way as one of the early advents of 
Christianity in Asia: 

“ In the archipelago, the Iberians had come upon different societies, at once 
static and dynamic, with well defined frameworks within which the world 
made sense. To the Spanish, of course, infected with an overbearing sense of 
racial superiority and entitlement, the native way of life was savage and 
therefore had to be supplanted with the European notion of civilization.” 10 

 
The archipelago was proclaimed, Las Islas Filipinas, named after Felipe II, 
the crown prince of Spain. Three and a half centuries under Spanish colonial 
rule (1565-1898), the Philippines, according to Karnow (1989, pp 47), 
became a “crucible of Christianity,” and had been “destined to become the 
most Westernized country of Asia.”11 	
	
The entry of the United States in the archipelago in the early 1898, was 
propelled by an ongoing war with Spain. During the process of this war the 
United States was able to cease Spanish rule and was able to acquire 
possessions all over the world including the Philippines. Like the Europeans 
in the late 19th century, the Americans aspired the ideologies of imperialism. 
The highly industrialized nation such as the United States had an imperative 
need to acquire colonies overseas that can provide raw materials to support 
their economies and also an outlet to market their products. The United 
States was also very keen on obtaining a foothold in Asia and to develop an 
Asian colony which can enable them to pursue trade in the China Market, 
which was then already economically lucrative, and by having military bases 
in the Philippines as a strategic vantage point in the Pacific12. 
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3 Theoretical Frameworks 
 
The ideologies of cultural hegemony justified by the rhetoric of 
ethnocentrism, promulgated by the marginalization of the culture of the 
‘other’. The experienced colonialism in the Philippines was based upon, 
subjugation, domination and assimilation, which have destroyed the pre-
existing culture of its indigenous people and was replaced by the culture of 
its colonizer through coercion and genocide. This research aims to evaluate 
some of the issues regarding the consequences of colonialism and 
imperialism in the Philippines, not only from the historical narratives but also 
in the contemporary experiences of post-colonial subjects and the formation 
of their identities. In reference to Said (cited in Kortright 2003) regarding 
colonial identities; 

 “When looking at the historical situation of Colonization, the relationship 
between the coloniser and the colonist understood their identities from the 
perspective of their own geographical and cultural situation and through the 
abstract of their own understanding of the world. Although culture is a tangible 
entity, it is the abstracts of this comparison between cultures that create 
cultural identities situated in social, economic and political hierarchies. It is in 
this abstract world of ideas that the colonizer, by creating the “other” which 
was to be colonized, created his own identity in opposition to that of the 
colonized.” 13 

 

3.1 Stages of Colonialism 
 

The fundamental ideology of colonization is based upon the assertion of 
cultural hierarchy and supremacy. Colonialism by theory is the establishment 
of control by a metropolitan centre from a sovereign power to rule and 
dominate peripheral territories over a period of time through the implantation 
of settlements. And that the primary objective of colonization, is to subjugate 
over a subordinate “other” by the imposition of dominance by the ruling 
power, through physical force, expropriation of labour and resources and 
enslavement of the indigenous people and their land. The classic colonial 
model can provide some theoretical framework for the precepts regarding 
colonial identities surrounding its effects and social impacts14. 	
	

 (1) Colonization begins with a forced, involuntary entry, with the intention 
of subjugation and exploitation 
 (2) The colonizing power alters basically or destroys the indigenous culture; 
characterised by cultural imposition by methods of disintegration and 
recreating the existing culture of the indigenous culture 	
(3) Members of the colonized group tends to be governed by representatives 
of the dominate group; oppression and domination is put into practice 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(4) The system of dominant subordinate relationship is projected through 
racial ideologies, race-based societal system through establishments, 
institutions, educational systems -thereby the propagation of colonial 
indoctrination.  
 

3.2 ‘Colonialism is a Consequence of Imperialism’ 
 
 “	The	basis	of	imperial	authority	was	the	mental	attitude	of	the	colonist.	
His	acceptance	of	subordination	-	whether	through	a	positive	sense	of	
common	interest	with	the	parent	state,	or	through	inability	to	conceive	
of	any	alternative	-	made	empire	durable.”	15 D.K.	Fieldhouse		

As Said (1993, pp 39) stated in ‘Culture and Imperialism’, although 
Colonialism has largely ended, imperialism became its continuity. Said 
(1993, pp 39) further stated that both Colonialism and Imperialism is not just 
an act of accumulation and acquisition, both are supported by ideologies and 
notions of dominations and that certain territories ‘require and beseech 
domination’16. In describing the concepts of Empire, it is a relationship both 
formal and informal, that the ruling state has control over the political 
sovereignty of another political society. This is achieved whether through 
force, by political collaboration, by economic, social or cultural 
dependence17. Imperialism by definition, according to Harvey (2003, p31) 
“from the perspective of capitalist logic, is typically about exploiting the 
uneven geographical conditions under which capital accumulation occurs and 
also taking advantage of ‘asymmetries’ that inevitably arise out of spatial 
exchange relations”18.  
 
These are some of the notions Said (1993) further discussed regarding 
Imperialism which serves as frameworks for understanding its ideologies and 
concepts19:  
 

§ Colonialism is a consequence of Imperialism.  
(Imperialism refers to the ruling of a metropolitan centre over distant 
peripheral territories rather than direct settlement). 
 

§ Imperialism is an Enterprise, needs a subjugated poorer nation that supports 
the capital of the wealthy nation. 
 

§ A commitment in constant circulation and re-circulation, that allowed 
decent men and women to accept the notion that distant territories and its 
indigenous inhabitants required subjugation. 
 

§ The force of imperial past continues to exist and shape culture, ideology and 
policy.  
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§ Imperial ideology completely embedded in the affairs of culture.   
 

§ Cultural Formations in  Education, Literature , Music and Arts. 
 

§ Durability of Empire is sustained on both sides. 
 
 

3.3 Oppression and Imperial Indoctrination in the Philippines 
 

Oppression occurs when one group has more access to power and privilege 
while imposing and enforcing their worldviews both socially and politically 
towards a subjugated group to be able to maintain the status quo20. Perhaps 
one of the prevailing deterrent for social transformation in the Philippines 
which inhibits the empowering of its citizen to break out of oppression is due 
the promulgation of imperial indoctrination. Imperial indoctrination as the 
basis form of control and domination, and has been and still is difficult to 
contest and was able to thrive, through force and violence, through 
persuasion and propagandas that supports its agenda, and through systematic 
and institutional forms of oppression. I aim to focus on these imperial 
legacies and ideologies regarding these types of indoctrination; 
 
I. Western Ideologies 

§ Suppression of native culture, deemed inferior in comparison to western 
culture. 

§ Westernizing the media to propagate its agenda. 
§ Foreign (American) products are promoted, oppressing the local products. 
§ Preferences to western physical characteristics, ex. Skin Whitening. 

 
II. Religion 

§ The influential power of the Catholic Church both socially and politically. 
§ As Control of mass action. 
§ To motivate individuals and groups to act in pursuit of social or political 

goals. 
§ Religious indoctrination and how it inhibits critical thinking. 

 
III. Language 

§ English in commerce, Law and education. 
§ A form of linguistic imperialism, subtractive in intent, rather than additive. 
§ The adaptation of English in the Philippine society becomes more of 

liability rather than asset, when it aims to oppress the inherent indigenous 
languages. 

 
IV. Education 

§ Philippine education is patterned after the American system of education. 
§ English as the main medium of instruction in education.  



 

7(68) 
 

 
 

§ Education in the Philippines has become platforms for Imperial 
indoctrination to pursue its agenda.  
 

4 Methods 
A 3week field study in the Philippines, conducted in collaboration with 
organizations and educational institutions. The study involves research, 
documentation, and collection of data via interviews and direct observation.   
 

4.1 Indigenous Peoples Organization 
 
Meeting and Interview with KATRIBU and SANDUGO 
 

Figure 1.  KATRIBU and SANDUGO Protest 

 

	
Who	is	the	terrorist?!	

U.S.-Duterte!	they	are	the	terrorist!	

-	KATRIBU	and	SANDUGO	
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About KATRIBU and SANDUGO 
 
KATRIBU and SANDUGO are organizations representing various indigenous 
communities and national minorities in the Philippines. The ancestral 
domains of the Indigenous People of the Philippines had always been 
subjected to the tyranny and plunder for the appropriation of their lands, for 
mining, agriculture and energy, which are mostly dominated by foreign 
corporations.  
 
KATRIBU (fellow tribe) - The formation of a national indigenous peoples’ 
alliance is the indigenous peoples’ response to the worsening violations of 
their individual and collective rights and the impending threat of massive 
dislocation posed by large-scale “development” programs of the 
government.  	
	
SANDUGO (one blood) - Alliance and Movement of Moro and Indigenous 
Peoples in the Philippines for Self-Determination and National Liberation.  
 
 
The Protest 
 
I was invited by KATRIBU and SANDUGO to participate and witness their 
protest outside the General Headquarters of the Armed Forces of the 
Philippines. In this protest, both KATRIBU’s and SANDUGO’s aim was to 
raise awareness and discussions regarding the plight of the indigenous people 
of the Philippines. Some of the issues raised includes the tyranny of U.S. 
imperialism and its never-ending control of the Philippines. The mass 
militarization in the indigenous communities, and the plunder of 
multinational companies such as foreign mining, energy and agro-industrial 
corporations resulting in the displacement and dispossession of the 
indigenous inhabitants, often in the form of force and violence.  
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Interview with KATRIBU 
 

 
Figure 2.  KATRIBU’s Secretary General, Piya Macliing Malayao 

 

Piya Macliing Malayao, KATRIBU Secretary General   	
According to KATRIBU representative Piya Macliing Malayao, relentless 
plunder is being committed in the indigenous peoples (IP) ancestral domains 
by large foreign companies, such as mining, energy and agro-industries. 
There are about 447 approved mining applications, 230 of them are on 
ancestral domains, which accounts for 542,245 hectares or 72 percent of the 
total mining applications. Dams and Energy are also some of the projects 
being built on ancestral lands, the construction of these projects are to 
displace more than 100,000 indigenous people. These multinational 
corporations have been forcing them out from their territories through force 
and violence. The plunders done by multinational corporations pushes the IP 
to defend their territories with their life. The current regime of President 
Duterte ordered a massive militarisation within the communities of the IP. 
The leaders of the IP alliances are being tagged as terrorist by the Duterte 
regime, “in their desperate attempt to quell the legitimate dissent of the 
Indigenous People“  Malayao Said. 
From July 2016 to February 2018, There had been 12 bombing incidents 
from the military which affected thousands of families.  98 indigenous 
people were arrested, and over a hundred are being charged with trumped-up 
criminal cases, 39 IP are victims of extra judicial killings by the Armed 
Forces of the Philippines, which are state-sponsored paramilitary groups, 
through the counter insurgency program  ”Oplan Kapayapaan” and the so 
called U.S. counter-terrorsim  program “Operation Pacific Eagle”. 
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Interview with SANDUGO 
 

Figure 3.  SANDUGO, Dulphing Ogan 
 

Kerlan Fanagel and Dulphing Ogan, Lumad Council Members of 
Sandugo 
 
The island of Mindanao, where Fanagel is from is currently under Martial 
Law, ordered by President Duterte following the Marawi Siege ( a five-
month-long armed conflict in Marawi, Lanao del Sur, that started on 23 May 
2017, between Philippine government security forces and militants affiliated 
with the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant - ISIL ). According to Fanagel, 
the Islamic attacks are contrived as a tactical approach by Duterte-U.S. to 
gain full control of their lands.  The national minorities are the main victims 
of the regime, through political killings, bombings of their communities and 
filed up trumped-charges. Under the Martial Law in Mindanao, there had 
been 66 victims of political killings, mostly Lumad peasants. 7 were killed 
from the T’boli and Manobo Tribes (Sebu Massacre). Even after the Marawi 
Siege, the displacement of the Lumad and Moro continues, about 150,000 
Maguindanaoans are forcibly evacuated due to Military Air Strikes. At least 
1,200 Blaans were displaced in Matanao, Davao del Sur and 2,000 Manobo 
in Lianga, Surigao del Sur due to intensified military operations. The 
national minorities all over the country are subjected to human rights 
violations. The Aeta leaders of Central Luzon harassed by the military, the 
Cordillerans forced to face trumped-up charges, and an ifugao Leader was 
shot. 
 
As a member of the Lumad tribes, Ogan stated that the Lumad have always 
been fighting to claim back their ancestral lands from foreign encroachments. 
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He believes that this is a direct cause of Globalization. Transnational 
companies are largely responsible for plunder of their lands, such as mining 
corporations, energy projects, agro-business plantations such as palm oil, 
bananas and pineapple. Ogan stated that the government is responsible for 
selling their lands to transnational corporations. This threatens their 
livelihood, and that is why self determination is crucial for the Lumads, for 
land is their life, their identity and their right. 

 

4.2 Public Forum “Jabidah Massacre”  
 

 
Figure 4.  Public Forum Speakers, Professor Julkipli Wadi and Amirah Ali Lidasan  

 

A public forum for the 50th year commemoration of the Jabidah Massacre, 
the killing of 60 Moro (Muslim population of the Philippines) Soldiers by the 
Armed Forces of the Philippines on the 18th of March 1968 in the 
Corregidor Island, it is also known as the Corregidor massacre. The Jabidah 
Massacre remains to be one of the unsolved crimes by the Marcos 
dictatorship against the Moro people. 
 
The forum aims to inspire its participants by retelling the historical relevance 
of the Jabidah Massacre and the continuing struggle of The Moro and Lumad 
tribes and their right to self-determination. The the majority of the Muslim 
community and the Lumads resides in the southern part of the Philippines, in 
Mindanao. The conflict in Mindanao is an ongoing political struggle and 
military conflicts. Many of these conflicts are rooted in a long history of 
resistance against foreign rule.  
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4.3  Quiapo Church and Quiapo Church Market 
 

 

 

Figure 5.  Quiapo Church, Minor Basilica of the Black Nazarene 

 

Quiapo Church or Minor Basilica of the Black Nazarene is a 400-year old 
Roman Catholic Church, famous for homing the Black Nazarene, a 17th-
century life-sized wooden statue of Jesus Christ. Quiapo Church is one of the 
most iconic churches in the Philippines and is situated in the poorer districts 
of Manila. A large number of its devotees that visits the church are from 
poorer communities. Quiapo Church as the spiritual center of the poor or 
“the heart of the slums”. 
 
Catholicism is the most prominent colonial legacies of Spain. About 90 
percent of the population is affiliated with the Christian Church among 80 
percent of those are Roman Catholics 21. I visited Quiapo Church to be able 
to reflect upon the Filipino spirituality and to observe and document the 
dynamics within the community of the Catholics.  
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Figure 6.  Bulletin Board inside Quiapo Church 

One of the prevailing rhetoric of the Roman Catholic Church is its opposition 
to abortion. Abortion is criminalized and contraceptives are strongly 
discouraged. Often it is poor communities who are deeply affected by this 
ordeal. One of the main reason for the uncontrolled population growth, 
which contributes to the ever-increasing poverty. There is still an ongoing 
struggle between the Roman Catholic Church and the Philippine Government 
regarding the passing of the RH bill or Reproductive health Bill (which 
guarantees universal access to methods on contraception, fertility control, 
sexual education, and maternal care). As of today, the RH bill remains a 
debate between the Catholic Church and the government. 
 

 

Figure 7.  Bulletin Board inside Quiapo Church 
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Figure 8. Bulletin Board inside Quiapo Church 

Just outside the Church is the Quiapo Square Market, some of the items sold 
here are religious figurines and herbal medicines. Ironically, many of these 
herbal medicines are homemade concoctions for birth control and a black 
market for pharmaceutical abortion pills. 
 
 

 

Figure 9. Quiapo Square Market 
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Figure 10. A Vendor’s Booth in Quiapo Square Market 

. 
 

 

Figure 11. Cytotec Pharmaceutical Tablet for Abortion, sold outside Quiapo Church 
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Figure 12. “Herbal” Capsule for Abortion, sold outside Quiapo Church 

 
I was able to obtain some of the pills, it was discrete but it was not difficult. 
There were two types of abortion pills that was offered to me, a homemade 
‘herbal’ abortion pill, which according to the vendor, can cause a 1-month-
old human embryo to bleed out with menstruation. And a pharmaceutical 
tablet called Cytotec, which can induce labour and cause an abortion.  
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4.4 Visiting Schools 
 
The purpose of this fieldwork is to obtain a key understanding regarding the 
educational system of both public and private school in the Philippines.  
Primarily to assess the condition regarding the U.S. based system of 
education, the imposition of the English language as the main medium of 
instruction and the integration of religious indoctrination in education. I 
conducted interviews with both the students and the teachers to understand 
its impacts and implications, and to find connections that can consolidate the 
proliferation of imperialism through indoctrination in education. 
 
Casilagan Elementary School 
 

Figure 13. Casilagan Elementary School 
 
Casilagan Elementary School is a public school located in the province of La 
Union, in the village of Casilagan. La Union is located in the Ilocos region in 
the north-western section of Luzon. The region comprised one of the major 
ethnolinguistic groups, the Iloco or Ilocano ethnic group. This region has its 
own language, traditions and culture.  
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Figure 14.  Casilagan Elementary School, passage to the mountain  
 

Figure 15.  Students of Casilagan Elementary School, cleaning the school garden 
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Figure 16. Casilagan Elementary School, Student and Teachers 
 
The students are 1st to 6th grades, ages 6 to 12 and kindergarten from 4-6 
years old. The majority of the students are from the region and almost all of 
them speak the local language, Ilocano as their mother tongue. 
 
Interviewing the Students 
 

 
Figure 17.  Interviewing the Students 
 
The objectives for the interview was to be able to have an understanding 
about the current situation of public schools in regards to U.S. based system 
of education in the Philippines. And to gather the students’ general thoughts 
on English as a medium of instruction.  
 
The core subjects in primary schools are Math, Health, Science, English, 
Filipino and Social Studies. All core subjects are taught in English except 
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Filipino and Social Studies. One of the main issues that I encountered in this 
fieldwork is that almost all students preferred to be taught in Filipino rather 
than English. The students stated that they have been having a hard time in 
understanding and speaking English. I asked the students if they could 
understand the books that they have to read in English. Most of them needed 
extra help from their parents and teachers, and every student is required an 
English dictionary. Perhaps something is misaligned here, why do Filipino 
children have to be strictly taught in English when it is not the local 
vernacular? Is it not more productive for them to be educated from the 
language they are used to, rather than a foreign language? 
 
Interviewing the Teachers 
 
According to the teachers, the Department of Education has implemented the 
Mother Tongue-Based Multilingual Education (MTB-MLE) in 2013. The 
MTB-MLE education mandates the use of the native language as medium of 
instruction and is applied from kinder to grade 1-3. The medium of 
instruction for kinder students is entirely based on mother tongue, although 
from Grade 1-3 it gradually phases out and all the core subjects such as Math 
and Science are still being taught in English. When the students reach 4th 
grade, mother tongue is completely phased-out, and the medium of 
instruction is primarily English and Filipino. Although according to the 
teachers, the curriculum states that the integration of English is crucial in 
nurturing the ‘Global Competitiveness’ of the students. Most of the teachers 
in Casilagan Elementary School, preferred the previous system, meaning 
having only Filipino and English as a medium of instruction. The teachers 
stated that the majority of the students are having a hard time transitioning 
from mother tongue to English. They argued that because English is the main 
medium of instruction, especially when reaching higher education, as both 
High School and College primarily uses English as the medium of 
instruction, it is better to prepare the students in English already in their 
earlier years as it is easier for them to cope when they transition to higher 
education.  
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Figure 18.  Interviewing the Teachers and the Principal 
 

 
Figure 19.  School Principal, Ricardo Delizo 
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Curriculum in Public Schools and USAID 
 
The United States Agency for International Development (USAID) is an 
international development agency of the U.S. federal government responsible 
for administering foreign aid and developmental programs assistance all over 
the world.  

“U.S. foreign assistance has always had the twofold purpose of furthering 
America's interests while improving lives in the developing world. USAID 
carries out U.S. foreign policy by promoting broad-scale human progress at the 
same time it expands stable, free societies, creates markets and trade partners 
for the United States, and fosters good will abroad.” 23 

 
Basa Pilipinas (Read, Philippines) is USAID’s project for assisting education 
programs in the Philippines.  

“Since 2013, more than 19,000 teachers have been trained on effective reading 
instruction, while over 8.1 million instructional and reading materials have 
been distributed in participating schools, contributing to the development of 
more than 1.6 million new readers in the Philippines.”24 

 
USAID, through the Department of Education carry out its curriculum 
reforms and provide reading materials for instructions. 
 

 
Figure 20.  USAID, Teacher’s Guide  
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BASA PILIPINAS Teacher’s Guide: 
 
Front 
“ This instructional material is made possible by the generous support of the American 
People through the United States Agency for International Development(USAID). The 
contents of this material are the sole responsibility of Education Development Center, Inc. 
(EDC) and don not necessarily reflects the views of USAID or the United States 
Government.” 

Back 
“Basa Pilipinas is USAID/Philippines’ flagship basic education project in support of the 
Philippine Government’s early grade reading program. Implemented in close 
collaboration with the Department of Education (DEpEd). Basa Pilipinas aims to improve 
the reading skills for at least one million early grade students in Filipino, English, and 
selected Mother Tongues. This will be achieved by improving reading instruction, reading 
delivery systems and access to quality reading materials. The project commenced in 
January 2013 and will be implemented for four years (2013-2016).” 
 
 
Saint Mary’s Academy 
 

Figure 21.  St. Mary’s Academy 
 
Saint Mary’s Academy is a private Catholic School for Junior High (ages 11-
12) and Senior High Schools (ages 12-16). It is located in the province of La 
Union, in the city of Rosario. 
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Figure 22.  St. Mary’s Academy 
 
Many private schools in the Philippines started as Missionary or Christian 
schools, and most private schools today are still affiliated with and funded by 
religious institutions. Although it follows the traditional curriculum as public 
schools, it also includes its own religious curriculum as they are usually an 
extension of the church. Essentially the educational curriculum is attached to 
religious tradition and integrated to subjects like history and humanities. The 
development and spread of religion has been accounted mostly to education. 
Since religion is deeply entrenched in tradition and culture, it has become an 
accepted practice.  
 

 
Figure 23.  St. Mary’s Academy 
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St. Mary’s Acedemy- Mission, Vision 
 

Mission 
Grounded in the persons of Jesus and Mary, and in 
communion with the Diocese of San Fernando, La Union, 
we commit to be agents of the New Evangelization through 
Innovative Catholic Education and transformative spiritual 
formation towards community engagement. 

Vision  
St. Mary’s Academy is a community of competent learners, 
responsive and living witnesses of Jesus through Mary. 

 
 

Figure 24.  St. Mary’s Academy. Teacher Rosemarie Balcita 
  
Questionnaires for the Students 
 
The aim of these questionnaires is to identify the effects of colonial history 
on education, and how it influence the present perception of colonial 
experience in Filipino students. I chose high school students as many of their 
subjects includes history, politics and sociology. This study investigates 
colonial influence and present experiences regarding language, history, 
religion and colonial mentality or internalized oppression.  
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Figure 25.  Handing out the questionnaires to the students 
 
There were 35 students that participated in answering the questionnaires, 
they are from the 10th grade, between the ages of 15-17.  
 
 

 
Figure 26.  Students answering the questionnaires 
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Figure 27.  Collected questionnaires 
 
 
 
 
Language 
 

§ What is your first language (mother tongue)? 
§ Which subjects are taught in Tagalog (Filipino)? 
§ Which subjects are taught in your Mother tongue? 
§ Which subjects are taught in English?   
§ In which subjects do you excel at? 
§ In which subjects are you having difficulties with? 
§ How well do you think you can communicate and understand the English 

Language? 
§ Which language do you prefer as a medium of instruction in your 

Education? English, Tagalog, Native Tongue? Elaborate. 
 
Colonial History 
 

§ What can you tell about the Spanish Colonialism in the Philippines? 
§ What do you think is the biggest influence of Spanish Colonialism in the 

Philippines? 
§ What are the positive effects/influences of Spanish Colonialism? 
§ What are the negative effects/influences of Spanish Colonialism? 
§ What can you tell about the American Colonialism in the Philippines? 
§ What do you think is the biggest influence of American Colonialism in the 

Philippines? 



 

28(68) 
 

 
 

§ What are the positive effects/influences of American Colonialism? 
§ What are the negative effects/influences of American Colonialism? 
§ Does your education teach you about the Philippine-American War (1899-

1902)? Yes or No. If yes, elaborate.  
§ What does Colonial Mentality means to you?  
§ Do you prefer Filipino Culture or Western Culture (American)? Why? 
§ What do you think about the Americanization of the culture in the 

Philippines?  (Media, Music, Literature, Language, Products etc. ) 
 

Pre-Hispanic History 
 

§ Do you know the history of the Philippines before the Spanish came? 
§ What do you know about the different tribes (indigenous people) of the 

Philippines? 
 
Religion 
 

§ Do you believe in God?  
§ What is your Religion? 
§ How important is religion for you? 
§ Do you have religious education in your studies? 
§ What does your education teach you about Religion? 
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Interviewing the Teacher 
 

 
Figure 28.  Interviewing Teacher Rosemarie Balcita 
 
I interviewed Ms. Rosemarie Balcita, she had been a teacher for 4 years, her 
subjects include Science and Health. According to Balcita, although Saint 
Mary’s Academy follows the Department of Education's curriculum, in 
regards to religion, it is still grounded in the Catholic tradition. The school 
decides and is responsible for the implementation of religious teachings and 
how it will be integrated in collaboration with the traditional curriculum. 
Ms. Balcita stated that she had been teaching secondary schools and the 
primary medium of instruction had always been English. According to her, 
English is priority when it comes to core subjects. Although in her 
experience at Saint Mary’s Academy, many among the students are having a 
hard time coping with English subjects. The teachers often resort to giving 
extra support, and even though English should be the mode of teaching, she 
still has to translate into the native language to assist the students for better 
understanding. Balcita had been a teacher in a prestige private school, the 
students from these kinds of school were mostly from rich families or from 
politician families. In these kinds of schools, Balcita said, the medium of 
instruction is often mainly in English. Most of these students were better 
skilled when it comes to understanding and speaking English.  
 
Balcita further states, that “English is the most important language in the 
mode of teaching. English is already being taught in primary education, so 
that the students are readily equipped when reaching higher learning. Yet still 
many of them are still having a hard time, because it is not the vernacular 
they are used to, many are shy to even speak English. The focus of English 
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here in the Philippines is mainly through writing and reading, but they rarely 
use it as a mode of speaking, because there is really no need to.”   
English is imperative when it comes to getting better job opportunities in the 
Philippines, especially if they want to work overseas. Balcita said, English is 
important and what the curriculum strives for is “Global Competitiveness”, 
one of the main reason why it is strongly promoted. 
 
I asked Balcita what subjects are being taught in Tagalog(Filipino), she 
stated that the main theme for the Tagalog language are subjects about 
building social values and cultural education. In secondary schools, there is 
no mother tongue or studies regarding the indigenous people of the 
Philippines.  
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4.5 Vanishing Tribes of Bagiuo 
 
 

“The	house	of	my	father	and	mother		
Is	always	being	threatened		
We	worry	when	the	day	comes		
Of	violent	demolition	
	
We	are	at	our	wits’	end		
Where	can	we	live	in	peace?		
Where	can	we	get	work?		
What	lies	ahead	of	us?	

Oppressed	brothers	and	sisters		
Unity	is	the	answer		
We	have	to	cut	off		
The	roots	of	poverty”	
-Balay	by	Salidummay	(An	Igorot	Folk	Song)	
	

The city of Baguio or the mountain city is located in the region of Cordillera 
in northern Luzon. Cordillera region is home to many ethnic tribes living in 
the mountain ranges, they are commonly referred to as the Igorot (eponym of 
mountain people). The Igorot is one of the major indigenous groups in the 
Philippines that still survives today. Their strong self-determination and 
geographic isolation enabled them to maintain their cultural and political 
autonomy, and the Spanish were never able to fully penetrate their 
community even during their 300year colonial period, and thus had very little 
influence in their way of life.  
 

Figure 29.  ”Igorot Garden” a park in Baguio for the Commemoration of the Igorot 
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Although in the American colonial period, Baguio became one of the nodal 
points of American colonization. The American Residence in Baguio is a site 
of enduring diplomatic, military, and cultural significance in American and 
Philippine history. The influence of American Colonization and its modern 
indoctrination is unfortunately testing the self-determination of the Igorot.  
 

 
Figure 30.  A group of elder Igorots waiting for tourist to take photos with them in 
exchange for donations 
 

Figure 31.  Tourists trying out Traditional Igorot Clothing for a fee 
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Figure 32.  Traditional Igorot as Souvenirs 
 
The main purpose for this fieldwork is to be able to experience, observe and 
reflect upon the current condition of the indigenous people in Baguio. It’s a 
site where I could experience one of the Philippines richest cultural heritages. 
As I have learned from the locals, many among the Igorot have been 
displaced due to urbanization and mining activities within their lands. Many 
of the Igorot elders can be seen begging in the streets of Baguio, as they are 
one of the poorest communities in the Philippines. The main struggles faced 
by the Igorot had always been displacement and dispossession from their 
lands, as huge corporations had been, and still is reclaiming their ancestral 
domains. 
 
A Visit to Tam- Awan Village 
 
I also visited Tam-awan Village, located in Pinsao Proper, Baguio City. 
Tam-Awan Village is a reconstructed Cordilleran village showcasing the 
traditional Igorot Huts, and Baguio’s art and culture scene. Tam-awan is a 
local word for “vantage point”.  
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Figure 33.  Tam-Awan, Wooden Bululs (Rice Guardians) 
 
The Igorot is known for their skills in rice cultivation and it is deeply 
entrenched within their culture, traditions and beliefs. The Bulul or Rice 
Guardians is an anthropomorphic carving symbolizing one of the most 
important deities representing Igorot beliefs and culture. It is involved in 
many ritualistic aspects of rice production, from planting, to safekeeping and 
the harvesting of rice. According to an Igorot native, it is believed to house 
the spirits of their ancestors, Bululs are passed on to generations as 
heirlooms. Today Bululs are being sold as souvenirs in Baguio as decorative 
art. 
 

 
Figure 34.  Tam-Awan, Stone Carved Bululs 
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Figure 35.  Tam-Awan, Igorot traditional huts 
 

 
Figure 36.  Tam-Awan, Rice mortar 
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Figure 37.  Tam-Awan, Igorot traditional huts 
 

 
Figure 38.  Tam-Awan, Igorot traditional huts 
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Figure 39.  Tam-Awan, rice stalks hanging inside an Igorot hut 
 

Figure 40.  Tam-Awan, Art Exhibition  
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5 Design Concept  
 

“	In	this	it	has	been	supported	by	many	who	still	believe	in	the	autonomy	
of	cultural	artefacts,	and	who,	as	a	consequence,	subscribe	to	the	
Arnoldian	notion	that	the	work	of	art	that	most	successfully	disengages	
itself	from	the	particularities	of	its	origin	and	production	is,	by	virtue	of	
that	"disengagement,"	most	fully	and	purely	itself.	It	is	"universal,"	the	
proper	thing	for	art	to	be.		Contrastingly,	(...	)	art	as	a	specific	activity	
indeed,	but	one	in	which	the	whole	history	of	a	culture	is	deeply	
inscribed.	The	interpretation	of	culture	is	not	predicated	on	the	notion	
that	there	is	some	universal	quality	or	essence	that	culture	alone	can	
successfully	pursue	and	capture	(...)	its	particular	aims	has	been	to	
expose	the	history	and	function	of	that	idea	and	to	characterize	its	
disfiguring	effects.”25	–	S.	Deane		

 
The design concept of this project aims to analyse colonial legacies and its 
enduring impacts on postcolonial societies. To explore the connections and 
intersections between the culture, the social and the structural conditions of 
postcolonial Philippines. In this project, I have collected artefacts that 
reflects those very intersections and connections, artefacts that have become 
relics of colonial legacies. Artefacts which represents everyday life in the 
Philippines, they are significant yet they have become unconscious habits. 
Their very meanings submerged by hegemonic ideologies. These artefacts 
represent how the past is reflected in the present. 
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5.1 The Artefacts and their Representation  

5.1.1 Western Religion/Deities  
 

 
Figure 41.  Catholic Artefacts from Quiapo Church Market 
 
Catholic altars and shrines are typically found in many Catholic homes, 
traditionally as a designated space for prayer and as a symbol of devotion. 
These altars are usually adorned with religious figurines, among the most 
prominent are the Crucifix, Jesus Christ, the Virgin Mary and St Niño. 
Catholicism has been an essential element in the reformation of the 
contemporary identity of many Filipinos. Religious rituals permeate every 
aspect of life in the Philippines, from its culture, tradition to politics and 
education. The Catholic Church has played a predominant role in 
establishing the Philippines administration. Since the Spanish Colonial 
period, the Spanish State and the Church were inseparable entities, and has 
been associated with power, elitism and exploitation.26 
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Figure 42.  Home Altar 
 

 
Figure 43.  Virgin Mary,  garden grotto 
 

 
Figure 44.  St. Niño at the flea market 
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Figure 45.  Virgin Mary, Home Altar 
 

5.1.2 Indoctrination  
 
Religious indoctrination embedded in culture, in both institutions and 
education, as forms of mass control to motivate groups and individuals to act 
in pursuit of social or political goals.  
 
Education as platforms for U.S. imperial indoctrination, When the 
Philippines was a U.S. colony, the public education system had always been 
an integral part of their campaign. It continues to this day as a form of 
foreign assistance (USAID).  
 
 
 
  

Figure 46.  An old Children’s book on Jesus Christ, written in Ilocano language 
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Figure 47. Christian School Textbook for Private Schools 
 
 

 
Figure 48. English Textbook for Private Schools 
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Figure 49.  English Books for Private Schools 
 
 

 
Figure 50.  English Books for Private Schools 
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5.1.3 Americanization  
 

Figure 51. American Food Chains packaging 

 
The massive promotion of western lifestyle through capitalism and 
consumption as forms of cultural assimilation. Practices regarding U.S. 
imposition of neoliberal policies, the process of devaluation of the local 
market and its economy in favour of imported products (no tariffs on 
imports). American food chains in the Philippines is a prevalent 
phenomenon, these artefacts represent processes regarding Americanization 
in the Philippines. 
 	

 

Figure 52. Pizza Hut and Dairy Queen 
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Figure 53. Krispy Kreme 

 

 
Figure 54. Ad for KFC and Mister Donut 

 



 

46(68) 
 

 
 

 
Figure 55. TgiFridays 

 

Figure 56. Starbucks 
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5.1.4 Dole and Del Monte 
 
 

 
Figure 57. Dole and Del Monte products sold in the Philippine Market 
 
Dole and Del Monte are one of the oldest American corporations established 
in the Philippines. They have been operating plantations since the American 
Colonial Era. In 2016, Dole and Del Monte together have effective control of 
over more than 100,000 hectares of commercial plantation, mostly situated in 
Mindanao. The establishment of foreign commercial plantations in the 
Philippines are often forms of land grabbing, depriving local farmers of 
livelihood and food security27. 
 

 
Figure 58. Dole and Del Monte products sold in the Philippine Market 
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Figure 59. Dole and Del Monte products sold in the Philippine Market 

 
Figure 60. Dole and Del Monte products sold in the Philippine Market 
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5.1.5 Skin Whitening 
 

 
Figure 61. Among many of the Skin Whitening Products sold in the Philippines 
 
These artefacts represent some of the many aspects of internalized 
oppression or colonial mentality. Whiter skin has been manufactured as a 
symbol of status and as a beauty standard to strive for. The word “Mestiza” 
(mestizo for males) for example is common in addressing Filipinos that have 
lighter skin, the words inherent meaning comes from the Spanish word 
meaning, half-breed, pertaining to Filipinos often with Spanish or western 
descents.  
 
Dream White, Skin White, Pure White , White Beauty — these are some of 
the repetitive slogans these whitening products conveys. The context to these 
messages, infuriates the rich ethnic diversity of the Philippine Society. A 
form of internalised oppression and inferiority complex, of what it entails to 
not even belong into one’s own ethnicity. A desperation to morph into an 
aesthetic with better circumstances and to conform into an ideal that 
promotes the concealment of ethnicity. 
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Figure 62. “SkinWhite” one of the popular brands of skin whitening 
 
 

 
Figure 63. Skin Whitening Ad 
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Figure 64. Whitening Soap Aisle 
 
 

 
Figure 65. Skin Whitening Soaps 
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Figure 66. Skin Whitening Billboard Ads 
 
 

 
Figure 67. Skin Whitening Billboard Ads 
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Figure 68. Skin Whitening Billboard Ads 
 

5.1.6 Militarization 
 

 
Figure 69. Newspapers 

“ Worth the Wait: 6 Drones from US. - unmanned aerial vehicle… 
P687m drone system donated by the US to help Philippines fight 
Islamist Militants”  

“Navy receives 3 Japan surveillance planes” 
 
To protect U.S. interest and to control the population, through surveillance 
and misleading agendas and propagandas such as Anti-Terrorist rhetoric. 
Some of the reasons for militarization includes, Philippines as a raw material 
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and labour source of U.S. and its allies and as a strategic point to protect U.S. 
interest in the pacific.  
 
The U.S. Military presence in the Philippines, as strategic forms of 
imperialism, to be able to protect U.S. foreign policy and economic 
involvement in the Philippines. Ever since the Philippines gained its 
independence from U.S. colonial rule, its retention of the military has 
maintained a key role in the Philippine-American relations. 
 
Military Expansion is still in motion as of 2017, a recent designated mission 
by U.S Armed Forces is being enforced, dubbed as “ Operation Pacific 
Eagle-Philippines”28. 
 

 
Figure 70. U.S. Report on “Operation Pacific Eagle-Philippines” 
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Military Presence in History and the Philippine Jeepney  
 

Figure 71. Mini Philippine Jeepney  
 
Jeepneys were originally made from the U.S. and were used as military 
vehicles in World War II. After the war, these military vehicles were given 
or sold on the black market. The Jeepney has then emerged as a popular way 
to re-establish inexpensive public transportation, which was destroyed during 
the war. Still today, Jeepneys are the most popular and the cheapest means of 
public transportation and had become a cultural symbol in the Philippines29. 
The Jeepney symbolizes how U.S. Military presence and its influences have 
always been embedded in the Philippines Society. It has become a relic 
epitomizing the devastation of the Philippines in World War II.  
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Figure 72. Jeepneys in Manila 
 
 

Figure 73. Jeepneys in Manila 
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Figure 74. Jeepneys in Manila 
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6 Exhibition  
 

 Figure 75. Exhibition  
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6.1 Exhibition Concept  
 
The concept for this exhibition aims to mediate the situation of the 
Philippines through artefacts. To communicate culture in tangible objects 
regarding colonial legacies and how it infiltrates society, in traditions, culture 
and mentality. These artefacts represent both cultural deconstruction and 
analysis, it declares how a nation in the non-west, through the process of 
colonization have subjugated, dominated, and assimilated people and their 
society and how it continued to persist systematically and institutionally. 
Westernisation is still a process in motion in the Philippines. In this 
exhibition, I unveil these artefacts as objects to be analysed, every object 
represents a statement, an unveiling of the Philippine Society under regimes 
of western hegemony and how colonial legacies continues to proliferate and 
affect societal formations based on values that are rooted from the 
domination of a culture over the “other”.  
 
 

 
Figure 76. Exhibition  
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Figure 77. Exhibition  
 

6.2 Title 
 

 
Figure 78. Exhibition  
 
Subjugation Domination Assimilation, the title represents phases of 
colonialism, the fundamental ideology of colonization is based upon the 
assertion of cultural hierarchy, ethnocentrism and supremacy. The primary 
objective of colonization, is to subjugate over a subordinate “other” by the 
imposition of dominance by the ruling power, as affirmations and confirmation 
of an assumed superiority over subjugated subjects, to be able to maintain the 
status quo of who holds the privileges of power. 
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Figure 79. Exhibition  
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6.3 The Artefacts  
 
 

 
Figure 80. Catholicism, Religious Figurines representing western deities 
 
 
 

 
Figure 81. Americanization, American Fast Food Chains 
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Figure 82. Dole and Del Monte, Globalization and Land Grabbing 
	

 

 
Figure 83. Militarization 
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Figure 84. Skin Whitening Products 
 
 

 
Figure 85. Indoctrination 
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The aim of the exhibition is for the viewer to reflect upon notions of 
colonialism and imperialism. It articulates how society evolves and develops 
social formations when it had been subjected to colonialism and imperialism 
from western powers with hegemonic ideologies. There are prevailing 
conceptions to why many developing countries are entrenched in such 
extreme forms of poverty and degradation. Many developing countries are 
often conveyed as a humanitarian cause and that their very crisis is self-
inflicted due to backwardness and underdevelopment. I challenge these 
notions by exposing the very form of the Philippine crisis. That the very 
source of its misery and malaise can be largely attributed from its colonial 
past and its continuance through imperialism. I placed these artefacts in the 
spotlight, to expose how the process of marginalization of a culture of the 
“other” is set in motion, backed by ideologies of ethnocentrism and 
hegemony. Thus subjugation, domination and assimilation- when put into 
practice and systematic processes. The narratives are in the details, they 
corroborate each other to provide context and perspective. 
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