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The information field, or the iField, resorts to interdisciplinary approaches to enrich and facilitate generation, 
transfer and curation of data, information, and knowledge by the widespread use of technology in order to 
maximize the potential of humans. It is largely promoted by the iSchools organization (http://ischools.org). The 
idea to create an iSchool at Linnaeus University (LNU) was born in 2016, when LNU had already had a proven 
track of interdisciplinary and cross-institutional collaborations, both within the university and beyond, such as a 
Master program titled Innovation through Business, Engineering and Design and Data Intensive Sciences and 
Applications (DISA) Centre of Excellence. Inspired by the new models to bridge traditional disciplinary and 
institutional boundaries, the iField seemed like an excellent platform through which to connect traditionally 
disparate departments, disciplines and non-academic institutions, in order to jointly address complex future 
societal challenges. In 2017 a project grant was awarded to explore the potential and identify the benefits of 
starting an iSchool and joining the iSchools organization. The idea was met with enthusiasm at a sufficient number 
of levels that the acting vice-chancellor at the time proposed a formation of an institute which is today named 
Information Institute (iInstitute, https://lnu.se/en/iinstitute). It comprises 14 existing programmes at 
undergraduate, graduate and doctoral levels, of which 6 planned to be introduced from truly transdisciplinary 
perspectives of the iField, 4 research centres, and 1 collaborative node comprising over 200 IT companies. The 
iInstitute was approved membership in the iSchools organization in December 2017. 
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What is an iSchool? 
 
The information field, or the iField, resorts to transdisciplinary approaches to enrich and 
facilitate generation, transfer and curation of data, information, and knowledge by the 
widespread use of technology in order to maximize the potential of humans. Disciplines of the 
iField include computer science, library and information science, business informatics, 
knowledge management, business, sociology, psychology, philosophy, ethics, linguistics, 
media, with a range of applied fields and disciplines such as astronomy, medicine, biology, 
health, history, religion, archaeology, musicology, literature, art. The world’s most active 
organization in promoting and practicing the iField is iSchools (http://ischools.org). The 
iSchools vision is “to maximize the visibility and influence of its member schools 
(https://ischools.org/members/directory/), and their interdisciplinary approaches to harnessing 
the power of information and technology, and maximizing the potential of humans. We envision 
a future in which the iSchool Movement has spread around the world, and the information field 
is widely recognized for creating innovative systems and designing information solutions that 
benefit individuals, organizations, and society. iSchool graduates will fill the personnel and 
leadership needs of organizations of all types and sizes; and our areas of research and inquiry 
will attract strong support and have profound impacts on society and on the formulation of 
policy from local to international levels” (https://ischools.org/stories/ischool-movement/). 
 
The iSchools Organization as of 2018 involves over 80 prestigious universities from around the 
world. The following universities with iSchools are ranked among the top 50 according to the 
World University Rankings of the Times Higher Education in 2018: 
 

• University of Oxford 
• University of California, Los Angeles 
• University College London 
• University of California, Berkeley 
• Cornell University 
• University of Michigan 
• University of Toronto 
• Carnegie Mellon University 
• University of Washington 
• Peking University 
• University of Melbourne 
• Georgia Institute of Technology 
• University of British Columbia 
• University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 
• University of Hong Kong 
• McGill University 
• University of Texas at Austin. 

 
iSchools prepare students for a broad spectrum of satisfying and rewarding careers 
(https://ischools.org/stories/careers/), including: 

• Information architects 
• Network managers 
• Project managers 
• Web developers 
• Solution developers 



• Software development engineers 
• Quality assurance professionals 
• IT analysts and managers 
• Programmers 
• Librarians 
• Information officers 
• Legislative relations 
• Competitive intelligence analysts 
• Knowledge management specialists 
• Underwriting coordinators 
• Media correspondents 
• Teachers. 

 
 
Why an iSchool at Linnaeus University (LNU)? 
 
The idea to create an iSchool at LNU was born in 2016, when LNU had already had a proven 
track record of interdisciplinary and cross-institutional collaborations both inside and outside 
the university (http://lnu.se/en/research/searchresearch/forskningsprojekt/linnaeus-university-
as-a-unique-ischool). For example, a master’s program titled Innovation Through Business, 
Engineering and Design (http://lnu.se/en/programme/innovation-through-business-
engineering-and-design-specialisation-design-master-programme/vaxjo-international-autumn) 
had recently started covering the private sector’s need (notably IKEA, whose Swedish 
headquarters is close to LNU) to educate professionals who have knowledge and skills in all 
three of those disciplines. At about the same time, the LNU Centre for Data Intensive Sciences 
and Applications (DISA) had begun taking shape (https://lnu.se/en/disa). DISA now involves 
eight different specializations, including computational social sciences, data-intensive digital 
humanities, data-intensive astroparticle physics, visual analytics for engineering smart systems, 
and wood and building technologies. DISA also boasts strong collaborative practices with the 
private sector, including a cluster of more than 200 IT companies in the region and beyond. 
 
Inspired by these new models to bridge traditional disciplinary and institutional boundaries, the 
iField seemed like a great platform through which to connect traditionally disparate 
departments, disciplines, and non-academic institutions in order to jointly address complex 
future societal challenges. The need for the iField and the iSchool at LNU is best described by 
Professor Andrew Dillon, a recent Head of iSchool at the University of Austin who kindly acted 
as LNU’s iSchool project advisor in 2017: 
  

The most pressing problems of the 21st century are trans-disciplinary and invariably 
mediated by information or its associated technologies. To lead change, scholarship 
must cross boundaries and equip the next generation of graduates to think in terms of 
leveraging human abilities through new IT. There is no single subject or discipline for 
this, it has to be outside traditional boundaries or it will not work. To do this, an iSchool 
at your university is essential. Without it, progress will invariably be limited and 
narrow. 

 
LNU’s iSchool grew out of a project to build an iSchool at Linnaeus University (January-
December 2017). The iSchool took the form of a virtual unit named iInstitute which 
encompasses over a dozen of programs, research centres and external partner nodes from across 



the University and beyond. The iInstitute became a proud member of the iSchools organization 
on 17 December 2017. 
 
In order to address some of the most relevant challenges of the 21st century that can be mediated 
and facilitated by information and communication technologies, the iSchool at LNU is well 
placed to contribute to the iSchool family in many ways. Not only does LNU harness expertise 
across a range of disciplinary boundaries in order to find novel approaches and solutions to 
tackle these problems, but it is also known for its excellence as an entrepreneurial university 
and for its openness to cross-institutional collaboration. Moreover, LNU’s cross-disciplinary 
and cross-sectoral approach could serve as a source of inspiration for exploring new ways to 
conduct academic activities within universities that have more traditional models. To quote 
Jens-Erik Mai, head of the department of information studies at the University of Copenhagen, 
“I think the idea of establishing an information school with those elements is both innovative 
and very exciting … I think it could help lay the foundation for what an iSchool could also be”. 
 
LNU’s membership in iSchools provides several potential benefits. First, it is significantly 
contributing to strengthening internal research and education in the cross-disciplinary iField, 
also in collaboration with external public and private sectors. Second, creating new, relevant 
programs and updating existing ones can attract many new students, leading to additional 
revenue for the university. Third, LNU can now collaborate with more than 80 iSchools from 
around the world. Collaboration exists in a variety of areas, such as research, education, and 
the forming of joint strategies for promoting the iSchools organization and the iField, both 
worldwide and in regional chapters. 
 
 
Building on Strengths, Shaping the Future 
 
As seen from Figure 1 below, the iInstitute acts as a virtual centre which brings together existing 
education and research nodes including:  
 

• Eight existing programs from five departments at three faculties (Faculty of Arts and 
Humanities, Faculty of Technology, and Faculty of Health and Life Sciences), currently 
numbering 106 lecturers, associate professors and full professors employed on a regular 
basis, 19 adjuncts, and 41 external actively involved teachers; 

• Four research centres; and, 
• A collaboration and innovation centre involving over 200 IT companies.   



 
Figure 1. iInstitute current and planned nodes 

 
 
The programs included are the following ones:  
Undergraduate programs: 

• Bachelor in Library and Information Science (Swedish distance and campus modes; 180 
ECTS; Department of Cultural Sciences, Faculty of Arts and Humanities; accepting 40 
new students per year). 

• Bachelor in Interactive Media and Web Technologies, with two tracks the student can 
choose from in the second year, which ones? (Swedish campus mode; 180 ECTS; 
Department of Computer Science and Media Technology, Faculty of Technology, 
accepting 40 new students per year). 

• Added in November 2018 is also Bachelor in Information Logistics (180 ECTS; 
Department of Informatics, Faculty of Technology). 

 
Graduate programs: 

• Master in Cultural Sciences (Swedish campus mode; 120 ECTS; Department of Cultural 
Sciences, Faculty of Arts and Humanities, accepting 20 new students per year). 

• Master in Social Media and Web Technologies (international distance and campus 
mode; 120 ECTS; Department of Computer Science and Media Technology, Faculty of 
Technology, accepting 20 new students per year). 

• Master in e-Health (Swedish distance mode; 120 ECTS; Faculty of Health Sciences, 
accepting 30 new students per year). 

• Added in November 2018 is also M.Sc. in Information Systems (120 ECTS; Department 
of Informatics, Faculty of Technology). 

 
Doctoral programs: 



• PhD in Computer and Information Science (a joint PhD program between the 
Department of Informatics and Department of Computer Science and Media 
Technology, both at the Faculty of Technology). 

• Graduate School in Contract Archaeology (GRASCA), related both to Digital 
Humanities (focus on digital archaeology), information mediation and communication 
and database handling (Department of Cultural Sciences, Faculty of Arts and 
Humanities). 

• PhD in Biomedicine with focus on Health and Pharmaceutical Informatics (Faculty of 
Health and Life Sciences).  

 
The research and collaboration nodes include the following:  

• DISA – Data Intensive Sciences and Applications, Centre of Excellence;  
• Gunilla Bradley Centre for Digital Business; 
• CeLeKT: Centre for Learning and Knowledge Technologies; and,  
• IEC (Information Engineering Centre), a research and collaboration project with over 

200 IT companies.   
 
The iInstitute aims to foster collaboration across the above programs, research nodes,  
departments and faculties in order to improve the quality of what is already in place, through 
bringing in multiple perspectives to educate, research and solve complex problems which 
require trans-disciplinary powers.  
 
In addition, based on the above expertise, the iInstitute aims to develop the following programs 
in the period of 2019-2022: 
 

• B.Sc. in Information Science / Information Science and Technology / Data and 
Information Science;  

• M.A. in Digital Humanities;  
• M.A./M.Sc. in Digital Learning;  
• A self-standing module / M.Sc. in Data Sciences;  
• M.A./M.Sc. in Information Management; and,  
• PhD in Library and Information Science.   

 
In addition to enriching these current and planned programs related to the iField, the iInstitute 
will explore possibilities by combining expertise from different disciplines in order to add to 
the value of other existing programs and better prepare graduates for existing job markets. One 
example would be to offer minors in IT for students majoring in arts and humanities in order to 
provide them with greater job opportunities. Another is to jointly develop modules for data 
science and for digital humanities and to offer them jointly for efficient resource distribution. 
Also, knowledge of IT is important in many situations, but knowledge of taxonomies and 
metadata has proven crucial in settings where high precision and recall are needed, including 
in big companies; therefore, combined knowledge from library and information science and IT 
would be beneficial. These are only some of the directions the iField at LNU could be developed 
in order to further strengthen the skills and employability of its students, as well as research in 
the iField among scientists. 
 
 


