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Abstract 

Since the end of the Cold War, the concepts of development and security and the rise 

of the security-development nexus has proven to be important and is increasingly used 

in policy documents by institutions and states. This thesis aims to provide insight on 

how security and development concepts and their nexus have been used in 

governments’ foreign policies. Previous research has been focused on multilateral 

organizations and aid officials and how they have been influenced by the security-

development nexus, but a comprehensive analysis on what drives financial and 

political support has been limited. Therefore, there is a gap that this thesis aims to fill. 

Methodologically, this thesis uses a text analysis of policy frameworks published by 

the government of Sweden regarding aid, development cooperation and humanitarian 

assistance of the years 2013/14 and 2015/16. An abductive reasoning was made with 

the help of the chosen analytical frameworks in this study. This study concludes that 

Swedish policy frameworks are using redefinitions of the concepts security and 

development which results in more broaden use of the concepts. This use of the 

concepts creates clear policy frameworks, but the policy frameworks do in some 

passages not elaborate what kind of security that reinforces what kind of development 

or what kind of definition of security or development that it is referring to.  This leaves 

the reader with a great room for interpretation that could eventuate in many different 

outcomes and versions. Furthermore, security and development are presented as 

concepts which are mutually reinforcing each other and used in four different 

narratives, or nexuses, when mapping out the security-development nexus.  
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1 Introduction 

Following the expansion of globalization, the classical image of sovereign 

states and its foreign policies have been seeming less and less relevant. Due to 

this development, “Foreign Policy Analysis” and “International Relations 

Theory” have emerged into two separate fields of study. Ever since the “Peace 

of Westphalia” in 1648, foreign policy has been defined as the pursuit of 

external interests by sovereign states. With this, differences have emerged 

between the external and the internal spheres among sovereign states (Hellman 

& Jørgensen 2015, p.1). 

 

Since the end of the Cold War, development and security programs have been 

integrated into post-conflict situations in terms of policy interventions. The 

two policy areas that were previously separated are nowadays increasingly 

overlapped. The interconnection between security and development, also 

called the security-development nexus, have created optimism within mandate 

renewal and policy innovation as it has been progressed as a leading force in 

aid-industry with a promise that development can foster international security. 

The rise of the security-development nexus has shown to be important and 

increasingly used in policy documents by institutions and states (Duffield 

2010, p. 54).  

 

An example of the increasing importance between security and development 

is a quote by the former secretary-general of the United Nation (UN), Kofi 

Annan, in which he did say in a speech about human rights that “I argue that 

we will not enjoy development without security, or security without 

development” (United Nations, 2005). Some scholars argue that development 

has been redefined as a concept and is now taking another direction, away from 

traditional economic indicators of trade and Gross Domestic Product (GDP), 
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into a broader concept of material- and psychological factors that are related 

to measurements of human well-being. At the same time, the concept of 

security has been going through the same alteration and is also being redefined. 

From traditionally regarding the security of states and the security of people, 

the concept of security has been redefined into a much broader definition 

including employment, distribution of national wealth and social- and 

economic concerns such as the welfare (Chandler 2007, p. 367).  

1.1 Research problem 
 

There remains a conceptual confusion regarding the use of security and 

development. Development as a concept can include everything from human 

development, environmental development to economic development. The 

same applies to the concept of security which can include more than just the 

traditional state-centric meaning such as food security, human security, and 

economic security. The core argument is that by combining both concepts in 

policy frameworks it creates confusion and incoherence (International Peace 

Academy 2006, p. 7-8). The global arena has changed since the end of the 

Cold War and the increasing need for an effective response to various 

situations has raised concerns in regards that important policies from 

governments, as normative agenda, will diminish since the understanding of 

them are unclear (Veron & Sherriff 2018, p. 1). If there is a confusion 

regarding policy frameworks from important actors within the international 

community, mixed expectations and confusion could occur. This could affect 

the work for achieving development and security around the world since 

important policy frameworks could be interpreted differently by different 

actors.  

 

Chandler (2007, p. 367) further elaborates the research problem and argues 

that once these concepts, security and development, have been changed from 
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its traditional content and means, it is getting harder to make any clear 

distinction between them. This results in that the security-development nexus 

with its concepts emphasizes conceptual confusion and a lack of clarity rather 

than creating a broad understanding in these areas. Instead of a clear 

understanding, the security-development nexus brings forth a framework in 

which any interventionist initiative or external regulatory could be put forward 

as being of vital importance by a proposing institution or government. The 

nexus does influence strategic policy-making into a more inward-looking 

approach to foreign policy which is increasingly “concerned with self-image 

than the policy consequences in the areas concerned. Rather than 

demonstrating a new seriousness of approach to tackling the security and 

development problems of the non-Western world, the discussions around this 

framework betray the separation between policy rhetoric and policy 

planning” (Chandler 2007, p. 362).  

 

As a response to critical arguments listed above, Öjendal and Stern (2010, p. 

5) suggest a possible framework and argues for that they are “mapping the 

multiple understandings that underlie specific articulations of ‘the nexus’ in 

order to reveal the ways in which meaning may shift in different (yet seemingly 

similar) discourses”. In contemporary literature is there a consensus that 

security and development are interlinked, and that this interrelationship is 

increasing in significance in the global economic-political arena.  

 

Scholars have examined how donor agencies in countries with different 

domestic contexts are shaping a similar approach concerning foreign aid 

(Swiss 2011), analyzed if there was any gap between fixed priorities of 

multilateral donors and their actual use of aid (Petrikova & Lazell 2017) and 

concluded that the security and development nexus paradigm have trickled 

down into Swedish policy (Johansson 2015). Although, research which 

investigates the underlying role of those donor contributors is scarce (Martens 
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2005, p. 645). Previous research has been focused on multilateral 

organizations and aid officials and how they have been influenced by the 

security-development nexus (Beall, Goodfellow & Putzel 2006, p. 5), but 

independent analysis on what drives official financial and political support has 

been limited (Veron & Sherriff 2018, p. 1). There is also a wide range of 

studies on how effective or ineffective aid from donors is, but few studies have 

been done on the problem of globalization of aid policies (Swiss 2011, p. 372). 

This eventuates in a research gap where governments could be examined more 

thoroughly. This thesis aims to understand how security and development 

concepts and their nexus have been used in governments’ foreign policies. In 

the wake of globalization, meaningful understandings of aid priorities and 

global needs to be investigated. It is especially important to carry through 

investigations about countries that are the most consistent and generous in 

international support, since any change in those countries policies could have 

significant consequences globally (Veron & Sherriff 2018, p. 1).  

 

1.2 Purpose of the study and research questions  
 

By considering the case of the Swedish foreign policy, this study is based on 

the arguments of Chandler and Öjendal-Stern about the security-development 

nexus, to understand how the foreign policy frameworks by the Swedish 

government use the concepts of security and development, as well as their 

nexus. In particular, the study focuses on Swedish policy frameworks 

regarding aid, development cooperation and humanitarian assistance of the 

year 2013/14 and 2016/17. Therefore, the thesis endeavors to explore the 

following specific research questions: 

 

• How is the concept security used in the Swedish government policy 

framework regarding international development cooperation and aid?  
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• How is the concept development used in the Swedish government 

policy framework regarding international development cooperation 

and aid?  

• How are security and development connected in the Swedish 

government policy framework regarding international development 

cooperation and aid?  

 

1.3 Relevance of the study 
 

Sweden is an important operator in Official Development Assistance (ODA) 

since it is the country who gives the most ODA grant equivalent as a percent 

of Gross National Income (GNI) and has a stable rising curve regarding ODA 

since the 2000s. Below, Figure 1 and Figure 2 presents findings on these 

statements from the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and 

Development (OECD).  

 

Figure 1. ODA grant equivalent as a percent of GNI 2018.  

 

(OECD 2018). 



 

6(61) 

 

 

Figure 2. ODA as per cent of GNI (Sweden)  

 

(OECD 2018). 

 

Since Sweden is contributing to ODA in this amount, it is highly relevant and 

important to examine its official policy framework regarding the direction of 

Swedish aid, development cooperation and humanitarian assistance. Different 

Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs), governmental agencies, bilateral- 

and multilateral organizations do all have distinct roles in the world society 

based on contents of activities (Swiss 2011, p. 372). Sweden has an important 

role regarding international support and the country believes in a moral 

obligation to be a strong role model in peace and development. It is argued 

that peacebuilding is a part of Sweden’s foreign policy DNA and that value-

based foreign and development policy is paired with the country’s identity 

(Veron & Sherriff 2018, p. 5). Since there are arguments presented above 

about how the influence in policymaking by the security-development nexus 

comes with certain risks, this study would be highly relevant for Swedish 

policymakers since a deeper investigation of how the nexus influence Swedish 

policy frameworks would contribute to valuable knowledge and policy action. 

It would also be important for the international community to understand 

Swedish policy frameworks and its use of the security and development of the 
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concepts since this would help other countries to develop their policymaking 

and be influenced by a vital actor in the international community regarding 

aid, human cooperation and humanitarian assistance.  

 

National- and multilateral institutions are also placing a growing amount of 

political will and economic resources into the security-development nexus to 

increase those actions that are made to address it. Furthermore, the security-

development nexus and the notion of it creates a wide framework that needs 

progressive policies on how to handle contemporary elaborated challenges and 

policy problems. On one hand, the security-development nexus could be the 

tool for policy analysts and scholars to describe and analyst global processes 

and to generate knowledge. On the other, actors are applying the ‘nexus’ to 

determine outcomes and prescribe processes (Öjendal & Stern 2010, pp. 6-7). 

The research of this thesis contributes to an important perspective and 

knowledge for both Swedish and foreign policymakers to make further studies 

and contribute to the debate by analyzing nation-state policy frameworks and 

its policies.  

 

1.4 Concept of security  
 

The concept of security is one of the most important concepts in international 

relations and cooperation. This could easily be explained since citizens and 

states safety, or even their survival is in great connection with security. Over 

time and over the course of human history, the concept has had several 

meanings depending on people, places and time. International relations 

scholars and political scientists have since the end of the cold war been trying 

to revise or rethink the concept of security (Degaut 2015, p. 1). The wave of 

globalization, new geopolitical shifts, and modern urgent security problems 

have developed new challenges of the twenty-first century and the definition 
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of the concept security. To face the increasing number of actors and threats 

against them, a more comprehensive definition is needed (Anderson 2012, p. 

27).  

Anderson (2012, p. 34) and Baldwin (1997, p. 5) both agree upon that the 

traditional way of defining security has been to associate the concept with 

national security, or in other words, external military threats. Threats have 

traditionally been thought to comprise some combination of the capability and 

intent to do harm, both being required to constitute a threat. However, 

limitations of these definitions have emerged over time. Since threats are 

merely defined in terms of foreign militaries, non-military threats of the 

modern area are being excluded. This could, for example, be transnational 

criminal organizations, terrorist groups or piracy networks. Furthermore, since 

the threatened agent is merely defined by the nation-state, threats and violence 

which are directed against certain groups such as families, classes, groups or 

individuals within the state are being ignored. Violence and threats can even 

in some cases originate from the state itself (Anderson 2012, p. 34).  

 

Moreover, Rothschild (1995, p. 55) is explaining security as an extended 

“sense” and elucidate that this extension takes four main formations. The first 

one is that the concept of security should not only be associated with the 

security of the nation-state, but it should be extended to the security of 

individuals and groups as well. Security is extended downwards, from nations 

to individuals. In the second formation, security is yet again extended from the 

nation-state but this time to the security of the international system. Security 

is extended upwards, the supranational physical environment or biosphere. In 

both cases, the extension is made to so that the security of new entities can be 

ensured. Furthermore, in the third formation security is extended horizontally 

to the sorts of security that in this matter it applies to. Different entities such 

as the ones mentioned above (international systems, nation states and 
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individuals) are not expected to embrace security or insecurity in the same 

ways. Therefore, security from the military must be extended into economic, 

environmental, social, political and human security. The fourth formation is 

about the responsibility of ensuring security to the new entities already 

mentioned. Responsibility is therefore extended into different directions, all 

the way from international institutions, national states, regional or local 

governments to NGOs, civil society, the press and abstract forces of the market 

and nature. These new formations or principles are seen as rather complex but 

have virtually been mentioned in international political discussions 

(Rothschild 1995, p. 55).  

 

These four formations have influenced scientists and theorists to think of 

security more internationally since the modern world is now recognized and 

defined in complex economic, social and political interdependence. The 

United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) had human security as a 

principal theme in the 1994 UN Human Development Report. The report also 

mentioned the multidimensional use of the concept of security and did outline 

seven fundamental elements of human security: health-, food-, economic-, 

personal-, environmental-, political- and community security (Anderson 2012, 

pp. 31-35).  

 

1.5 Concept of development  
 

There is a wide range of divergent conceptualization of the concept 

development. Since this is the case, there are also considerable confusion and 

diversity of views about the concept. Despite this, most definitions choose to 

include what development encompasses changes to a variety of aspects of 

human society. The many dimensions of development vary and include aspects 

such as economic, political, social, environmental, religion, legal, 
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technological, physical, cultural and communicational (Sumner and Tribe 

2008, pp. 10-11).  

 

Straussfogel (1997) argue that the traditional way of measuring development 

has been to look at the progress of economic development. To measure the 

consumption of material wealth and trends towards greater production through 

Gross National Product (GNP) and GDP per capita has been the most obvious 

example of development measurements. Although, since the rise of 

globalization with global economic change, changes of human population, 

social and political institutions and bioregions change, it is no longer 

considered enough to only measure development with economic growth or 

economic conditions (Straussfogel 1997, pp. 280-281). In the speech 

Rethinking Development Finance, by the World Bank Group President Jim 

Yong Kim (2017), he stated that “globalization is having other effects, 

especially on people’s aspirations, that are forcing us to rethink our approach 

to development”.  

 

Furthermore, Sen (1999. p.3) does explain that development should be seen as 

the process of expanding people's real freedom. In other words, freedom is 

vital for the process of development. When focusing on human freedoms it 

narrows down some views of development such as GNP, technological 

advance or personal income. These examples can be important as means for 

expanding human freedom in a society, but freedoms are depending on other 

determinants such as economic and social arrangements (education. health 

care) and civil and political rights (freedom to participate in discussions and 

scrutiny). The process of development does also require removal of unfreedom 

such as tyranny, poverty, social disadvantage, neglect of public facilities, a 

repressive state and poor economic opportunities. Owen Barder, the Vice 

President at the Center for Global Development, wrote in 2012 that Sen’s view 

is widely accepted in the world community and that;  
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“Development must be judged by its impact on people, not only 

by changes in their income but more generally in terms of their 

choices, capabilities and freedoms; and we should be concerned 

about the distribution of these improvements, not just the simple 

average for a society”.  

 

Lastly, Slim (1995, p. 143) explains that genuine development is a goal for all 

societies in the world and not only for the third world. It is also a matter which 

is much broader than just economic and economic growth and that 

development depends on interactions between different actors, such as 

different nations and individuals. Development is a universal problem that 

every society, rich or poor, wants to achieve but in different aspects. The two 

greatest concerns of development, according to Slim, is inevitable 

interdependence on each other: human development and protection of the 

planet.  

 

1.6 Thesis structure  
 

This study is divided into six chapters. The first chapter is the introduction 

chapter where a background on the subject, research problem together with 

previous research and the research gap, purpose of the study with research 

questions and relevance of the study are presented. A conceptualizing of the 

concept’s security and development are also presented in the first chapter. The 

second chapter presents the analytical frameworks of the study, the critical 

approach of the rise of ‘anti-foreign policy’ by David Chandler and Öjendal-

Sterns analytical framework mapping out the security-development nexus. The 

third chapter presents the method and material consisting of information about 

qualitative text analysis, abductive reasoning and the research material. 
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Furthermore, the fourth chapter demonstrates the findings of the research 

which are divided into three sub-headings; security concept in the Swedish 

government policy frameworks, development concept in the Swedish 

government policy frameworks and security-development nexus in the 

Swedish government policy frameworks. In the fifth chapter, findings are 

analyzed with the support of the analytical frameworks. Finally, the seventh 

chapter consists of a conclusion of the research findings and is answering the 

research questions.  
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2 Analytical framework  

 

The analytical framework of this thesis combines two approaches regarding 

the discourses about the security-development nexus. The first approach refers 

to arguments and critical thoughts presented in the journal “The security-

development nexus and the rise of the ‘anti-foreign policy’” presented by 

David Chandler (2007). This approach is the key driver of the analytical 

framework as the second approach is a reaction to it. Moreover, the chosen 

critical approach contains arguments about how an anti-foreign policy has 

been rising since the end of the Cold War and since the emergence of the 

security-development nexus (Chandler 2007, p. 362). Furthermore, in the 

second part of this chapter and as an answer to Chandler’s critical approach, a 

framework provided by Öjendal and Stern (2010) is presented. This 

framework is mapping out the security-development nexus in different 

narratives and explains in which ways the two concepts of security and 

development are used in these.  

 

2.1 Critical approach: The rise of ‘anti-foreign policy’ 
 

Chandler argues that security and development questions with its concerns 

have been increasingly debated since the end of the Cold War. Institutions and 

governments have determined that there is a need to integrate development 

and security programs in policy making and policy interventions in post-

conflict societies. The framework of the security-development nexus has 

interlaced two distinct policy areas which are now overlapped in terms of 

agencies and actors engaged. The nexus has also been a driven factor in the 

cohering of policy-making interventions by national and international 

interventions in non-Western states. Chandler put forward that different policy 

documents have brought forward the joining of practices and theories in these 
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two policy areas. This results in the creation of joined-up governments in 

which work under a holistic and coherent approach promoting interventions in 

non-western states influenced by the security-development nexus (Chandler 

2007, pp. 362-363). 

 

Critical arguments on how the link between development and security should 

be reconsidered and that there is shared desirability and a correlative link 

between these two policy goals do emerge from empirical work, although not 

from work which could demonstrate an existing causal relationship between 

them. Rather, there is increasing research within this area which reveals that 

the assumptions about the relationship between development and security are 

grounded on a small sample of empirical evidence of causation. It is clear that 

there are some external interventions in which promote development 

assistance or market relations that do contribute to exacerbate grievance or 

intensifying conflict as well as there are conflicts, consisted of social and 

economic insecurity, which could equally lead to social and political changes 

which promote development rather than inhibit it (Chandler 2007, pp. 365-

366). 

 

According to Chandler, redefinition of security and development do affect 

policy mandates of international institutions and Western states in a way in 

which it reflects increasingly less restricted access for interventions in non-

Western states. Previously, security and development policies presumed that 

non-Western states were autonomous and independent actors. Although today, 

with increasing use of international interventions in internal conflicts, security 

and development agendas have evolved into situations where states and their 

domestic governance processes are less able to avert from internationalization 

(Chandler 2007, p. 368). 

 



 

15(61) 

 

Chandler further explains that research findings within this subject suggest that 

development and security are better understood as ‘equally desirable and 

potentially mutually reinforcing goals.’ It is important to have in mind that the 

security-development nexus is not being applied automatically across levels 

of implementation (local, national, global) or across different policy areas such 

as in state- and peacebuilding or prevention. The lack of any clear relationship 

in the security-development nexus indicates that the nexus does rely more on 

rhetorical claims than the actually considered policymaking (Chandler 2007, 

pp. 366). 

  

Furthermore, Chandler highlight that his critical approach is not based on 

making any problem-solve propositions, but instead it is about to apply a 

critical perspective ‘to the problems of matching rhetoric with reality’ 

regarding the gap between implementation of policies on the ground and the 

policy rhetoric. Chandlers critical perspective do instead emphasize that the 

dynamics behind the security-development nexus is not so much grounded on 

the desire by major Western states to have the power to control or regulate 

peripheral non-Western states, but instead there is a desire to achieve and 

produce great policy statements of purpose and missions through the use of 

the international sphere and its arena. Simultaneously, these leading states can 

detach from responsibility and serious policymaking in the regions of 

peripheral non-Western states and passing it on to actors such as NGOs or 

international institutions (Chandler 2007, p. 363). Figure 3 is mapping out the 

relationship in this critical approach. 

 

Figure 3. How national and international policymaking are influenced by the security-

development nexus and the fallout from this. 
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(Constructed by author). 

  

Instead of a holistic, coherent and shared policy framework influenced by the 

security-development nexus, Chandler (2007, p. 364) argue for that; 

  

“The disconnection between policy rhetoric and political interests is captured 

by the concept of anti-foreign policy, indicating that policy is no longer framed 

by an interest-based instrumental relationship between the policy actor and 

the ostensible object of concern. This lack of framework has resulted in the ad 

hoc and incoherent proliferation of actors and policy perspectives driving the 
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policy crisis which discussions of the security–development nexus seek to 

address” 

  

Moreover, based on the arguments above, Chandler puts forward three claims 

about the security-development nexus in his critical approach. 

  

1. Because of the increased use of the security-development nexus in 

national and international policymaking and its dynamics, we are 

losing a clear strategic framework that was previously provided 

regarding the concepts of development and security. Rather than the 

creation of a new, functional framework we are experiencing the loss 

of a new one (Chandler 2007, p.364). 

2. This claim is an institutional one and argues that since the loss of a 

clear framework with its policy-making and strategic thinking, there 

has been an automatically reorganization at the inter-state level and 

within states regarding policymaking. Instead of trying to tackle or 

understand this reorganization in order to foster regulatory and 

meaningful interventions, ‘the driver for reform has been the desire to 

pass the buck for policy responsibility’. The impact from the security-

development nexus should, therefore, be observed at home in theory 

where responsibility and accountability have been scattered, rather 

than on the ground as in practice (Chandler 2007, p.364). 

3. This claim is an ideational one and argues that the security-

development seeks to test what limits of what external policymaking 

could achieve. If security and development were based on its 

traditional definition and strategic policymaking, one could enable a 

better understanding of the concept’s security and development within 

the nexus and better place prioritizing within it. This would create ‘a 

reflection of ideas of limits rather than as the subordination of one set 

of existing policy practices or policy interests to another’. Instead of a 
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coherent framework, we are now witnessing a framework in which 

creates mixed expectations since provisional interventions occur, there 

are less political engagement and a decrease of international and 

external responsibilities (Chandler 2007, p.364). 

  

In conclusion, these three claims together with other arguments presented 

above, are used by Chandler to make a conclusion about the security-

development nexus. Problems have emerged since new forms of international 

interventions have developed in unplanned and ad hoc ways, not directly based 

on clear significance from institutional or national actors regarding political 

interests and policy needs. Again, Chandler points out that the security-

development nexus covers a broad set of contradictory policy statements in 

which creates a rhetorical fulfillment rather than a coherent and seriously 

considered set of policies. This in terms, resulted in the rise of ‘anti-foreign 

policy’ (Chandler 2007, p. 368). The concept of anti-foreign policy means that 

the focus on the use of non-strategic and non-instrumental policymaking as the 

missions are driven by self-image which has a decreasingly relationship with 

the practice or the policy concerns directly on the ground (Chandler 2007, p. 

365). 

 

2.2 Mapping the Security–Development Nexus 
 

As mentioned in chapter 1, Öjendal and Stern (2010, p. 5) are presenting a 

possible framework regarding the security-development nexus. This 

framework maps out different understandings and meanings on how the nexus 

has been articulated in policy texts, since the use of it has increased on both 

national and international policymaking. Öjendal and Stern does further 

explain that they are not trying to achieve or come forward with an idea that 

the security-development nexus consists of a content, which will describe an 
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accurately reality or provide an eligible future. Instead, they suggest a 

framework in which the nexus is representing “a network of connections 

between disparate ideas, processes or objects; alluding to a nexus implies an 

infinite number of possible linkages and relations”. Therefore, six different 

storylines, or narratives, about security and development are presented as the 

foundation in the mapping of the nexus. These narratives are chosen to show 

the similarities of the sub-stories of security and development and together, 

offer a helpful guideline for the understanding of the nexus (Öjendal & Stern 

2010, pp. 10-11). These are: 

 

1. Development/security as modern (teleological) narrative 

2. Broadening, deepening and humanizing development/security 

3. Development/security as impasse/impossible 

4. Post-development/ security 

5. Development/security as a technique of governmentality 

6. Development/security as globalized (Öjenda & Stern 2010, p. 9-11).  

 

Figure 4 below is designed to show the multitude of possible narratives about 

the security-development nexus;  
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Figure 4. The multitude of possible narratives about nexuses. 

 

(Öjendal & Stern 2010, p. 21).  

 

The narrative Development and security as modern (teleological) is a 

historical concept which has a belief in the modernization process. The state 

is seen as a sovereign key actor in where security and development are 

bounded within a geographical area. The level of security and development 

depends on the state and its process towards modernity. Security and 

development are working mutually to reinforce each other since a secure and 

good society can result in a state which can develop and flourish. Development 

should not only be driven by the state but also be served to constitute it 

(Öjendal & Stern 2010, pp. 17-18).  
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Broadening, deepening and humanizing development and security is a 

narrative which represents an alternative to the first one. Instead of state-

centric development and state security, this narrative shift focusses on human 

development and to human security. As a result, this counter-narrative 

challenge the mainstream story about both security and development since it 

wants to deepen, broaden and humanize the concepts. The nation-state system 

lacks tools to work with the threats available today such as climate change, 

terrorist networks, ethnic discrimination and gender-based violence. This 

narrative is also reconnecting to subjects which are true to development which 

include the poor, the grassroots, the local and the voiceless (Öjendal & Stern 

2010, pp. 18-19).  

 

The third narrative, Development and security as impasse/impossible is a 

direct critique of the security-development nexus. The narrative argues that 

mainstream development has been tried but did not work since it has been 

possibly harmful and ineffective. Moreover, security actions that have been 

employed by the state, individuals and groups often do create violence, ripples 

and fear which result in even more insecurity for all actors involved. Security 

and development measures are ‘impasse’, both in theory and in practice 

(Öjendal & Stern 2010, p. 19).  

 

In the Post-development and security narrative, further, deepen critique of the 

mainstream story of development and security is presented. The process of 

development created new power relations with imperialistic and reproduced 

colonial attitude. Danger and fear are produced from the political power of 

security and progress of development disempowered people together with the 

disruption of local, existing power structures. Post-development and security 

further generate ethic corruption and hierarchies which results in failure in 
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meeting up to their mainstream purpose explained in the first narrative 

(Öjendal & Stern 2010, p. 19).  

 

The fifth narrative, Development and security as a technique of 

governmentality, includes arguments about the way security and development 

are governed through biopower. Biopolitics in this narrative is about how 

regulation and governing over life through efforts are aimed to exclude danger 

and improve lives in a society. Development and security are used as 

techniques by sovereign powers and the technique of governmentality, 

biopolitical control, are used in such as humanitarian assistance, politics of aid 

and practices which take on the problem with the global war on terror (Öjendal 

& Stern 2010, pp. 20).  

 

The last and sixth narrative, Development and security as globalized, is 

embedded in globalization. Territories that once were distinct entities have 

now blurred lines between them and security together with development 

problems are not limited to specific geographical areas, therefore should these 

problems not be solved in that manner either. Security and development are 

concepts that are globalized and problems such as global environmental 

sustainability, natural disasters, acts of terrorism, global food security and 

global energy is challenges that everyone in the global arena should take 

responsibility and accountability for (Öjendal & Stern 2010, pp. 20-21). 

 

Although, Stern and Öjendal are aware of that there are more combinations 

and overlapping storylines that will be left unexplored. The presented 

framework and mapping will help to achieve an understanding of the nexus 

and its usage in some sense, but also point out the many ways in which security 

and development can be presented as (Öjendal & Stern 2010, p. 17).  
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2.3 Use of Frameworks 
 

The analytical frameworks in this study contribute to the discussion about how 

security and development, as concepts, are used and described in policy 

frameworks. Since there are competing understandings between Chandler and 

Öjendal-Stern, both approaches are related to a rule, or as in social science 

research a theory/frame of interpretation. When later applying this to the 

findings, it will lead to various interpretations about the use of the concepts of 

security and development in Swedish policy frameworks and lead to 

answering the chosen research questions for this study. The analytical 

frameworks will moreover broaden abductive reasoning and create a 

discussion from more than just one perspective. Abductive reasoning is the 

methodological point of departure in this research and the findings from this 

research’s material will be analysed through this, with help from the analytical 

frameworks. In this research and in abductive reasoning, a conclusion with 

new insights will be created with the use of the analytical frameworks. New 

connections and relations that are not straight observable can help to explain 

or understand already known occurrences. To achieve this, the frameworks 

will help to identify and emphasize factors that will bring forth new 

connections and relations that are not straight observable. This how the 

analytical frameworks will be used in this study. 

 

2.4 Previous research and literature review  
 

Related studies and existing literature on how the security-development nexus 

has influenced international development policies and how the nexus has 

impacted multilateral aid are available. Beall, Goodfellow and Putzel wrote an 

article in 2006 and proposed that states, multilateral development 

organizations along with bilateral donors have been altering its approach to 

development in light of the new security agenda. Beall et. al further stated that 
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the security-development nexus can be construed positively but the linkage 

has also been taken on new forms and dynamics in the contemporary context. 

Petrikova and Lazell wrote an article in 2017 on how they did research on how 

the security-development nexus has impacted multilateral aid to conflict-

affected states. The research found that there is a gap between policy and 

practice by multilateral donors and that the influence of the security-

development nexus could only be seen in policy, but not in practice. Petrikova 

and Lazell (2017, p. 494) also explain that their findings showed a correlation 

between multilateral aid to conflict-affected states and major western states 

transnational security concerns.  

 

The research problem that is presented in chapter 1 can be analyzed from 

different theoretical angles than the ones presented in this study. Previous 

research on the security-development nexus has used analytical frameworks 

such as the world society theory, Chandler’s critical approach, Stern-Öjendals 

framework, the neo-institutionalist view and the realist view (Beall et.al 2006; 

Duffield 2010; Johansson 2015; Petrikova & Lazell 2017 and Swiss 2007). 

However, the use of Chandler and Stern-Öjendal as analytical frames makes 

this study unique. There has been no previous research on how security, 

development and security together with development are used and connected 

in Swedish government policy framework regarding international 

development cooperation and aid with Chandlers critical approach and 

Öjendal-Sterns framework together as theoretical points of departure. The 

analytical foundation of the security–development Nexus mapped out by 

Öjendal-Stern presents a relevant framework for doing an analysis of how 

security, development and security together with development are used and 

connected in the Swedish government policy framework regarding 

international development cooperation and aid. Furthermore, since the critical 

approach by Chandler will contribute to a deeper and critical perspective in 
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the analysis, it was applicable to use Chandler’s critical approach as an 

analytical framework as well. 
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3 Method and Material 

 

This chapter is about the methodology that was used to collect and analyze 

data. It begins with an explanation of the study design of the thesis which is 

an abductive approach. This is followed by a comprehension of the material 

from which the data will be collected. Furthermore, the chapter discusses the 

sources of the thesis and their validity. Data analysis in the form of 

qualitative text analysis will be explained and the chapter will finish up with 

ethical considerations.  

 

3.1 Research design: Abductive reasoning 

 
The methodological framework is based on abductive reasoning, that relied on 

secondary sources. The concept of abduction is developed through the 

American philosopher Charles S. Peirce, which worked with the concept of 

abduction since he thought that there must be other processes behind the 

drawing of conclusions than just structures and circumstances which are not 

given in specific empirical data. Pierce, therefore, describe that abduction on 

the one hand involves a set of formalized inference, and on the other, it 

involves a fundamental aspect of observations of reality together with an 

aspect of perception. In other words, the last is called recontextualization and 

redescription. Abduction distinguishes from the deduction since it shows how 

something might be, instead of proving that something must be in an assured 

way (Danermark, et al., 2002, pp. 89-91). 

 

“Abduction is to move from a conception of something to a 

different, possibly more developed or deeper conception of it. 

This happens through our placing and interpreting the original 
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ideas about the phenomenon in the frame of a new set of ideas” 

(Danermark, et al., 2002, p. 91)  

 

 

There are three vital formulations which are central to all abduction;  

1. All abduction has a phenomenon or an empirical event which will be; 

2. related to a rule, or as in social science research a theory/frame of 

interpretation which will;  

3. lead to new interpretation about a concrete phenomenon or new 

supposition about an event (Danermark, et al., 2002, p. 90) 

 

When applying formalized inference in abduction, a case proposes a 

reasonable but not necessary a logical conclusion provided. What is common 

in abductive inference is that the findings in which create the outcome from 

interpreting something, bring forth a conclusion with new insights with the 

help of a conceptual framework or theory.  Moreover, the other way of 

describing abduction was to talk about recontextualization and redescription. 

When recontextualize, one is observing, describing and explaining something 

with a new context and an already known phenomenon are getting a new 

meaning. What is discovered are not vital, new events which nobody did 

already know about but instead, new connections and relations which are not 

straight observable can help to explain or understand already known 

occurrences (Danermark, et al., 2002, p. 91)  

 

3.2 Data collection material  

 
Data in this thesis is collected from material through a desk study. The research 

of this thesis will be looking at two different policy frameworks, “Aid policy 

framework 2013/14:131” and “Policy framework for Swedish development 

cooperation and humanitarian assistance 2016/17:60”. Both policy 
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frameworks have been found on the webpage of government offices of Sweden 

with the same responsible publisher the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 

Moreover, these policy frameworks in which the findings are collected are 

communications from the government of Sweden.  

 

The 2013/14:131 Aid policy framework is a central document in Swedish aid 

policy and sets out a direction on how Swedish aid should be directed. The 

document also forms the government’s management and its point of departure 

regarding the Swedish aid. Moreover, principles and values are addressed 

which is the foundation of the guidelines for Swedish aid and a hierarchy of 

aid objectives and results that the aid should help to achieve are presented 

(Government offices of Sweden 2014). Furthermore, this policy framework 

was submitted by the Prime minister Fredrik Reinfeldt together with Hillevi 

Engström, former Minister for International Development Cooperation at the 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs (Government of Sweden 2013). 

 

The 2016/17:60 Policy framework for Swedish development cooperation and 

humanitarian assistance is a replacement of the 2013/14:131 Aid policy 

framework and outlines new directions for Swedish development cooperation 

and humanitarian assistance. In light of the 2030 agenda, this policy 

framework does link all three dimensions of sustainable development (social, 

economic, environmental) to poverty reduction efforts. The 2030 Agenda for 

sustainable development includes 17 SDGs that will widely apply to all 

countries for the efforts in ending poverty, tackle climate change and fight 

inequalities with no one left behind (United Nations 2018). Moreover, this 

policy framework seeks to provide a horizontal approach for the work with 

development as Sweden will continue to have a strong voice in the 

international arena regarding humanitarian assistance and development issues. 

The government is presenting this policy with the goal that it will contribute 
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to new innovative thinking and make a difference for people living in poverty 

(Government Offices of Sweden 2017). Furthermore, this policy framework 

was submitted by the Prime Minister Stefan Löfven together with Isabella 

Lövin, contemporary Minister for International Development Cooperation and 

Climate at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (Government Offices of Sweden 

2019; Government of Sweden 2016). 

 

3.3 Sources and their Validity  

 
The material in this study, the policy frameworks by the Swedish government, 

are secondary sources and findings from it will be collected and presented 

through text analysis. To answer the research questions, the selection of 

governmental policy frameworks was chosen in regard to examine how the 

concepts of security, development and security-development are used in 

Sweden’s national policy-making and strategic thinking. The chosen policy 

frameworks have a connection with international development cooperation 

and aid and was, therefore, relevant sources for this study. The first framework 

was written in 2013-14 and was later replaced by the other one in 2016-17, 

since a change of government.  

 

The reason why this study only consists of two different policy frameworks is 

since the aim of this study is not to make a comparison between policy 

frameworks and how they have evolved through years, but to make abductive 

reasoning with the findings and discuss these based on the critical approach. 

A more in-depth analysis of the material was possible and since the research 

questions refer to policy frameworks regarding international development 

cooperation and aid, it was not needed for this study to have more policy 

frameworks than just these two. To make this study comparable in time, the 

one written in 2016-17 has not gotten replaced by any other framework yet 

and therefore are the two frameworks chosen in this study also the two newest 
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ones. Although, more material would increase the validity in this thesis which 

is important to the state.  

 

The research aimed to analyze how Sweden’s policy framework regarding the 

use of the concepts of security and development. Since this study consists of a 

case study (Sweden) and a text analysis of policy documents, abductive 

reasoning is suitable research design. Findings are not aimed at any 

generalization to countries, but a deeper understanding of Swedish foreign 

policy is expected to shed a light for other contexts. Therefore, since this 

research is a case study, the result will have some limited applicability to other 

countries. It is indeed suggested to be careful to draw conclusions based on a 

single case study (Hodkinson & Hodkinson 2001, p. 9) 

 

Furthermore, when using secondary sources, one is referencing a book or an 

article that has been cited in other sources such as a textbook and one cannot, 

or do not, access the original book or article in where the information was 

published. A significant feature of a good bibliography relates to the use of 

secondary referencing, but one must know that only relying on secondary 

sources can be doubtful since the information will then be dependent and rely 

upon the interpretation. Unlike secondary sources, primary sources are 

information from original texts or documents which are not presented from 

other authors than the original one (Bryman 2012, p. 123).  

 

Secondary analysis is an important source of research and studies for students. 

Since it will remove the steps of data collection and sample selection, more 

efforts could be laid in interpretation and in the analysis of the findings. 

Although the execution of a secondary study could contribute to some lack of 

control in generating the data set, it will allow the researcher to analyze and 

view findings with a detachment that may have been a constraint to the original 

researcher. It is therefore important in the implementation of a secondary 
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analysis study to have in mind that original data or text could be generated, 

conceived or biased in a given way. Moreover, a final and important limitation 

of a research validity examined through a desk study with secondary data is 

the possibility of not reaching an expected saturation regarding the material. 

The researcher should have this limitation in mind before starting the research 

to achieve a profoundness study (Szabo & Strang 1997, pp. 67-69). 

 

3.4 Data analysis: qualitative text analysis 
 

To be able to answer the research questions, this thesis is based on a desk study 

that uses a qualitative method in the form of text analysis. Qualitative text 

analysis is based on a meticulous reading of parts of a text, its wholeness and 

in which context it is written in. What is worth to underline is the interest of 

sentences and in which way some sentences are processed and created. Instead 

of focusing on factitive questions such as why, the researcher focuses on 

questions such as what, who, how and what kind of ideas that are prevailing in 

certain contexts and in which way these means have been changed over time 

and space. There are different suitable approaches when using qualitative text 

analysis in research. One of the main methods is to systematize content in 

chosen texts, a systematize research, in which the researcher brings forth 

thematic and systematic meaning from a text. The task for the researcher is 

thus to clarify the structure of ideas that are presented by highlighting and 

conceptualizing vital aspects of the content. This is often done by logically 

arranging the content of a text and formalize complexness within it into easier 

categories (Esaiasson 2017, pp. 212-213). This systematized research, within 

qualitative text analysis, has been the method in which findings from policy 

documents regarding security and development were analyzed to answer the 

first research question.  
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This study thus uses qualitative text analysis as a method for policy documents 

analysis instead of quantitative content analysis. Since this study wants to 

examine the central parts regarding the use of security and development, some 

passages of the texts were considered more important than others. Therefore, 

to achieve a deeper knowledge of underlying content and facts instead of just 

the sum of some parts, the study had to use a qualitative text analysis (Essaison 

2017, p. 211). 

 

3.5 Ethical considerations  

 
The research of this essay will be accomplished through a qualitative desk 

study with secondary sources/data and would therefore not have any ethical 

considerations since it is a desk study regarding an examination of policy 

frameworks where no contact of any type has been done against other people 

and no type of information has been collected from participants. Because of 

this, no invasion of privacy or deception has been done.  
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4 Presentation of research results  

 

This chapter aims to present the findings of this thesis which are connected to 

the specific research questions. A qualitative text analysis helped to analyze 

the two different policy frameworks written by the Swedish government 

between the years of 2013-2018. The two policy frameworks are “Aid policy 

framework 2013/14:131” and “Policy framework for Swedish development 

cooperation and humanitarian assistance 2016/17:60”, which sets out the 

direction of Swedish aid, development cooperation and humanitarian 

assistance. The findings from both policy frameworks are divided into three 

different subheadings: Security, Development and Security-Development. 

Findings on each concept are presented in each subheading.  

 

4.1 Security concept in Swedish policy frameworks  
 

Security is a concept that is used many times in the policy documents, but with 

different meanings. By just looking at the table of contents of the policy 

document “Aid policy framework 2013/14:131”, one can read out that the 

concept of security is used in some of the headlines. The government is 

presenting six different sub-objectives of aid policy, in which sub-objective 

five is Safeguarding human security and freedom from violence and has a 

subheading which is called Greater human security in conflict and post-

conflict situations. Moreover, sub-objective six is Saving lives, alleviating 

suffering and maintaining human dignity, where a subheading reads the 

following Improved food security in conjunction with humanitarian crises and 

disasters. In addition to this very visible use of the concept security, there are 

more to be found within these passages. State security, women’s security, 

people’s security, safety and security, security sector, security sector reform 

(SRR), security risks, security services and peace, security and stability are 
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other compositions within this policy document. This shows that the policy 

document is using the concept of security in different meanings and to describe 

different forms of security, both psychological and physical.  

 

Moreover, what is common when the concept of security is mentioned in a 

part of the text is the connection with conflict, post-conflict situations, poverty 

and oppression. Examples of this are the text extracts below; 

 

“Local environmental degradation and global climate change pose 

major challenges to food security. The poorest groups are often 

particularly vulnerable to extreme events such as drought, 

flooding and outbreaks of animal diseases and plant pests” 

(Government of Sweden 2014, p. 27). 

 

In this example, the Swedish government points out that the most vulnerable 

group that is exposed to no food security is the poorest groups since global 

changes and extreme events affect them the most.  

 

“When people who live in poverty are able to make their voices 

heard, they highlight circumstances that involve a lack of 

resources as well as a lack of power, security and opportunities 

“(Government of Sweden 2014, p. 10). 

 

Again, this example shows that a lack of security also does affect people's 

capability to express themselves and their freedom to choose their own path. 

Especially people who live in poverty.  

 

“Aid to strengthen justice can also address conflict-related issues. 

For this reason, Sweden contributes towards initiatives 
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concerning transitional justice, combating impunity, reforming 

the justice sector and dispute resolution, or other support to 

strengthen the rule of law. Support to increase democratic control 

and oversight of the security sector, security sector reform (SSR), 

is an important component in reducing vulnerability to armed 

conflict and re-lapse into armed conflict” (Government of Sweden 

2014, p. 38). 

 

This example is taken out from the policy document since it answers the 

question of who it is that will contribute to the issue stated. In this case, the 

government explains that Sweden itself will do it. It also shows another 

dimension of security, which is state security. This policy claims that Sweden 

will contribute to increasing democratic control in conflict and post-conflict 

states through support to reinforce the rule of law and security sector reforms. 

Human security and freedom from violence are hence again mentioned to be 

an area in which Swedish aid should work with. 

 

In the “Policy framework for Swedish development cooperation and 

humanitarian assistance 2016/17:60”, there is no visible us of it in the table 

of content, except for that the second sustainable development goal (SDG) is 

“ending hunger, achieving food security and improved nutrition and 

promoting sustainable agriculture”. Other linkages that are created with the 

concept are global health security, security sectors, security policy, human 

security, security and development, long-term security, security sector reform 

(SSR) and job security. In this policy document, the concept of security is yet 

again used in different meanings and in different explanations.  

 

“Sweden emphasizes an inclusive policy, building states under the 

rule of law, human security and justice, fundamental social 
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services and economic choices” (Government of Sweden 2016, p. 

28). 

 

In this example, the findings are that this policy document is using the concept 

of security as something that relates to all humans and their safety to be equal 

under the rule of law and to make free, individual choices. Human security is 

something that the Swedish government underlines as an important thing that 

aid should contribute too. 

 

“Support for democratic control and security sector reform (SSR) 

is important to reduce the risk of armed conflict and relapsing into 

conflict. Human long-term security is founded on a functioning 

security sector and SSR must be based on the security needs of all 

women, men, girls and boys” (Government of Sweden 2016, p. 

28). 

 

These findings do show that this Swedish policy document claims that support 

in conflict or post-conflict societies is vital for long-term human security. 

Moreover, states which possess this condition should get extra support from 

Sweden to achieve a functioning security sector, with military and police, and 

to reach the security needs of all residents within a state. Although, these 

policy documents are using security in other aspects as well; 

 

“Climate adaptation, disaster risk reduction and sustainable use of 

land, forests and water can mitigate the negative consequences of 

climate change and natural disasters, help to reduce poverty, 

safeguard food security and thus reduce the risk of humanitarian 

crises” (Government of Sweden 2016, p. 25). 

 

This example presents results that the government of Sweden is connecting the 

concept of security with other aspects just than the direct linkage with humans 
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psychological and physical meaning. Environmental security is an essential 

matter for the contribution of aid since this will lead to further development in 

both health- and food security. Different examples of how the policy 

documents are using the concept of security have been presented, the next 

section will take on the concept of development.  

 

4.2 Development concept in Swedish policy frameworks 
 

In this policy document, the use of the concept development is even more 

frequently used compared to security. The Swedish government points out that 

the central starting point for the policy and for aid distributing is human rights, 

which is universal. Therefore, it is also stated in the text that economic growth 

is not alone enough for sustainable development since other aspects of 

development must also be included. Some of these other aspects that are 

discussed in the text are environmental development, social development, 

human development, democratic development, international development, 

poverty reduction and development, policy development, infrastructure 

development, global development and long-term development.  

 

Moreover, what is clear in this policy document regarding the concept of 

development is that the whole text is based on the belief in long-term, 

sustainable development which extends over different passages. All the aid 

given from Sweden should pave the way for development, all from human, 

states and environmental.  

 

“Aid is one of many factors that contribute towards socially, 

economically and environmentally sustainable development and 

reduced poverty in a country” (Government of Sweden 2014, p. 

13). 
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The snippet presented above is an example of how the policy document state 

that aid from Sweden should contribute to many different spheres of 

development, in which all go hand in hand. The text draws the conclusion that 

if more people can achieve social development or a condition where one is free 

from oppression, it will also create an increasing human development in all its 

dimensions.  

 

“Swedish must work for the development of strong, legitimate and 

pluralist election and party systems and via parliamentary support 

help to strengthen the political process as a whole, i.e. the aim 

must be clearer accountability, broader representation and greater 

openness and transparency” (Government of Sweden 2014, p. 20). 

 

Furthermore, this example is yet evidence of the broad use of the concept 

development and its extent into different areas within society. It is not only the 

environment or economy that needs development, but also states that do not 

consist of a free or open civil society.  

 

“In post-conflict situations, re-lapse into armed conflict is perhaps 

the most serious obstacle to development and combating poverty” 

(Government of Sweden 2014, p. 37). 

 

This writing shows hence again that the most vulnerable places for a 

decreasing development, according to Sweden’s government, are the places 

that obtain a condition of conflict, post-conflict situation or poverty.  

 

As mentioned before, the “Policy framework for Swedish development 

cooperation and humanitarian assistance 2016/17:60” is influenced by the 
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new Agenda 2030 and its 17 SDGs. The thematic directions of development 

cooperation in this policy framework are presented through 8 difference 

headlines, which are clearly introduced already in the table of content. These 

directions are drawing out specific important challenges and the governments 

do therefore suggest that these are the central perspectives that must be 

integrated into Swedish development cooperation. These are;  

 

1. Human rights, democracy and the principles of the rule of law 

2. Global gender equality 

3. Environmentally and climate-related sustainable development and 

sustainable use of natural resources 

4. Peaceful and inclusive societies 

5. Inclusive economic development;  

6. Migration and development 

7. Equal health 

8. Education and research 

 

By only looking at the headlines presented, findings on how this policy 

document is using development in different meanings, all from the 

development of migration, environment and economy are visible. Moreover, 

it is also emphasized that the aim of this policy framework and Swedish 

development cooperation is to create preferable living conditions and other 

preconditions for people who live under oppression and in poverty. The 

example below are findings in which describes this.  

 

“Development cooperation provides important support for low-

income countries and countries with a lower average income and 

limited access to other funding in implementing the Agenda. The 

least developed countries and conflict-torn countries will need the 
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most support” (Government of Sweden 2016, p. 6) and “Conflicts 

are currently the most serious obstacle to development in many 

countries. Extreme poverty and starvation are more concentrated 

in fragile and conflict-affected states” (Government of Sweden 

2016, p. 11). 

 

These findings do also show that this policy framework claim that support in 

conflict or post-conflict societies is essential for further sustainable 

development. Furthermore, there are passages consisting of findings on how 

this policy framework is pushing for gender equality since the development of 

women and girls’ rights, in so to speak all aspects there is in a society, will 

increase sustainable development.  

 

“Promoting the civil, political, economic, social and cultural 

rights of women and girls is necessary to fight poverty, and 

important in mitigating environmental and climate related 

problems, building peace and preventing conflict. The skills and 

experiences of women and girls are essential if sustainable 

development is to be achieved. Women are powerful actors for 

change” (Government of Sweden 2016, p. 22). 

 

Here, finding shows that the government of Sweden is using the concept of 

development as something that is interlinked with gender, and gender equality, 

since it is something vital for global sustainable development. This example 

further presents evidence on how broad the use of the concept development is 

and that in this policy framework, there are different interlinkages of the 

concept.  

 

“Support for building democratic forms of government is a central 

element of development cooperation. Democracy facilitates 
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people living in poverty being able to improve their living 

conditions and defend their human rights” (Government of 

Sweden 2016, p. 19). 

 

This passage shows another dimension of how this policy framework is using 

the concept of development and which kind of linkages the government of 

Sweden does. Development that will contribute to democratic governments is 

important for Swedish development cooperation. This finding, on how other 

countries governments and the rule of law is something that is interlinked with 

sustainable development, is yet another dimension that this policy framework 

is using connected with the concept of development.  

 

4.3 Security-development nexus in Swedish policy frameworks 
 

As already mentioned above, the concepts of both security and development 

are frequently used in this policy document. The interconnectedness between 

these concepts is to be found in some passages and since development is a 

concept that permeates the whole policy document, the findings below are 

presented since they show in which way security and development are used 

together.  

 

The strategic role of aid in such a situation contributes both to 

addressing the acute conflict and its structural causes while 

keeping the fight against poverty, opportunities for future 

democratic development and the individual’s right to security in 

the foreground (Government of Sweden 2014, p. 45). 

 

In this example, the policy document explains how aid can contribute to 

increased human security and democratic development through addressing 
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structural causes in which have raised from a present conflict.  Yet again 

poverty is mentioned, which relates to both food security and poverty 

development. The policy does also claims that a vital foundation for 

development is freedom from violence (Government of Sweden 2014, p. 16), 

which in this example is explained through the essential condition for 

individual security which will contribute to further democratic development. 

The next finding in which will contribute to the interconnectedness between 

security and development is;  

 

Swedish commitment to peace and security must in this case also 

support early recovery that normally arises immediately after a 

conflict. At the same time this involvement must also promote 

long-term development and support the fight against poverty and 

opportunities for future democratic development (Government of 

Sweden 2014, p. 46). 

 

From this drawn example, the findings are that when Sweden does contribute 

with aid for the sake to maintain peace and security, the assistance must also 

promote long-term ideas on how development can increase in the future. 

Simultaneously as security is facilitated, some underlying ideas with the 

intervention must also be to increase development. As further stated in the 

policy, security can be crucial for future development since violence can 

decrease, or even destroy, relationships between citizens and states that are 

required for further development (Government of Sweden 2014, p. 37). More 

findings on how Swedish policy frameworks are connecting these concepts 

together as an important interlinkage are shown below;  

 

“There can be no sustainable development without peace and no 

peace without sustainable development, and neither are possible 
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without respect for human rights” (Government of Sweden 2016, 

p. 28) and “Work to prevent conflict and promote peace must 

revolve around the causes of the conflict and the entire conflict 

cycle, making the link between security and development clear” 

(Government of Sweden 2016, p. 28). 

 

These findings are examples of how the policy framework is connecting the 

concept of security together with development. It also claims that the interlinkages 

between security and development are vital for further sustainable development 

and that the promotion of peace and security must surround the entire conflict 

circle. This is how security and development work together to achieve its goals, 

which in this example is human rights and security together with human 

development. Although, this policy framework and the government of Sweden are 

not only referring to the concepts of security and development in connection with 

humans, but also to other aspects.  

 

Responsible investment to develop sustainable agriculture and 

sustainable use of forests and fishing is a powerful instrument in 

fighting poverty and ensuring food security and sustainable 

economic development (Government of Sweden 2016, p. 34). 

 

Findings in this passage show that sustainable development within the 

environmental sphere is also important for further food security and 

development. This specific interlink between development and security is an 

example of the various meanings security and development can be interlinked 

with each other. If the investment is being put into nature and environmental 

sphere, it could have an effect on poverty reduction and food security since 

these processes are all connected with each other. Moreover,  
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Sweden will raise awareness of the link between health and 

environmental and climate challenges and between health and 

security in development cooperation, in humanitarian initiatives 

and in the interface between them (Government of Sweden 2016, 

p. 38). 

 

Lastly, these findings show a clear example that Sweden, with its development 

cooperation and humanitarian investments, wants to increase the awareness of 

how different challenges are having an interface with each other. This policy 

framework does interlink more than just one aspect of the concept of security 

and development since it states that climate, health, development, environment 

and security are all interlinked, and this is something that must be more 

knowable.  
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5 Analysis 

 

This analysis is connecting the empirical findings with the analytical 

frameworks that are presented by Chandler and Öjendal-Stern. The first main 

claim presented by Chandler is that because of an increased use of the security-

development nexus in national and international policymaking there is a loss 

of a clear strategic policy framework. How national and international 

policymaking are influenced by the security-development nexus and the 

fallout from this, according to Chandler, are described in Figure 3. Overall, 

there is a clear and functional strategic framework presented by the Swedish 

government despite the influence of the security-development nexus. The 

policy frameworks consist of examples on how Sweden will contribute to 

increased security and development and in which ways Sweden as a country 

can achieve this increase. “Swedish must work for the development of strong, 

legitimate and pluralist election and party systems and via parliamentary 

support help to strengthen the political process as a whole” (Government of 

Sweden 2014, p. 20), “Support for building democratic forms of government 

is a central element of development cooperation” (Government of Sweden 

2016, p. 19) and “Work to prevent conflict and promote peace must revolve 

around the causes of the conflict and the entire conflict cycle, making the link 

between security and development clear”(Government of Sweden 2016, p. 28) 

are examples on what kind of strategies Sweden will use in the aim of 

achieving security, development and security together with development. 

Chandlers argument about the loss of a clear, strategic policy frameworks is 

though not applicable in regards of Swedish policy frameworks regarding aid, 

development cooperation and humanitarian assistance.  

 

However, there are findings in the policy frameworks that shows evidence 

which can be used to argue for that the concepts of security and development 
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are used in a way that are not enough explained or elaborated. Since the policy 

frameworks are using a broad definition of the concepts security and 

development, and a vague explanation on how these concepts are interlinked 

and influenced by each other, it could be argued that the definitions of security 

and development are not clear enough. The government of Sweden is 

redefining both concepts, development is not only about economic 

development and security is not only connected to military, which creates a 

broader use and definitions of them which could be confusing. Therefore, the 

conclusion is that Sweden are presenting a clear strategic policy framework, 

but with the use of an unclear meaning and definition of security, development 

and security together with development.  

 

The second main argument reflected by Chandler is that “the driver for reform 

has been the desire to pass the buck for policy responsibility”. Chandler argues 

that since the loss of a clear strategic policy framework, there has been an 

automatically reorganization at the inter-state level and within states regarding 

policymaking which have resulted in that decreased responsibility. In the case 

of Swedish policy frameworks regarding aid, development cooperation and 

humanitarian assistance there are findings which shows that this is not correct. 

As already stated above, there is a clear framework regarding Swedish policy-

making and strategic thinking. Even though this is the case, the desire to pass 

policy responsibilities must be analyzed in a deeper meaning. The Swedish 

policy frameworks that are analyzed in this essay are putting a clear 

significance on that Sweden, as a country, are an important actor regarding 

aid, development cooperation and humanitarian assistance. 

 

As findings indicate, there are examples on how Sweden claim that they will 

contribute to further development and security. Sweden as a country and as an 

actor claims that they will work “towards initiatives concerning transitional 



 

47(61) 

 

justice, combating impunity, reforming the justice sector and dispute 

resolution, or other support to strengthen the rule of law” (Government of 

Sweden 2014, p. 38) and it is also stated that Sweden will support increasing 

democratic control, oversight of the security sector, SSR, inclusive policies, 

human security, economic choices and deepen respect for the rule of law 

(Government of Sweden 2014, p. 38) (Government of Sweden 2016, p. 28).  

 

Moreover, Sweden further state that a commitment to compose peace and 

security in conflict and post-conflict societies are going to be adopted and that 

as an important actor will Sweden also raise awareness of the link between 

development and security. These examples above are clear evidence about 

how national policymaking are not passing on responsibility and 

accountability in Swedish policy frameworks. Therefore, Chandlers second 

claim about how national policymaking are passing on responsibility and 

accountability is not something that is applicable in relation to Swedish policy 

frameworks. Instead, Sweden emphasize that security and development is 

something that will be promoted and supported from the country itself in 

international development cooperation and aid. The use of the concepts 

security and development in the Swedish policy frameworks, as in theory, can 

therefore be described as it will be carried out by Sweden itself in practice.  

 

Chandler's third claim argues that if security and development was based on 

its traditional definition and strategic policymaking, one could enable a better 

understanding about security and developments as concepts within the nexus 

and better place prioritizing within it. He argues that instead of a coherent 

framework, we are now witnessing a framework that creates mixed 

expectations for the reader. The Swedish policy frameworks are using 

redefinitions of security and development but despite this, a coherent 

framework is still presented. That argument, as already discussed, is still not 
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applicable regarding Sweden. Although, mixed expectations are something 

that are developed out from policy frameworks regarding aid, development 

cooperation and humanitarian assistance. The Swedish policy frameworks are 

using both security and development as broad concepts and in different 

definitions. This kind of use of the concepts can in some level create confusion 

regarding which kind of security or development that the policy frameworks 

are discussing. When only the concept development are mentioned such as in 

this example “In post-conflict situations, re-lapse into armed conflict is 

perhaps the most serious obstacle to development and combating poverty” 

(Government of Sweden 2014, p. 37), it is hard to know what kind of 

development the policy framework are talking about that will not increase. The 

reader is left with a great room for interpretations that could eventuate in many 

different outcomes and versions. 

 

Because of the use of security and development in these certain ways, 

possibilities for mixed expectations are also increasing. The reader would get 

confused rather easily when the concepts are not explained into more detail or 

when the policy frameworks are not pointing out what kind of definition of 

security and development they are using in a specific passage. Moreover, this 

broad use of the concepts can also create a confused understanding of the 

security-development nexus and what role both concepts (security and 

development) have in it. Although, policy frameworks regarding aid, 

humanitarian assistance and development cooperation would be vague if not 

new definitions or broader meanings of security and development would be 

included. Only using the traditional ones could possibly create a policy 

framework that would be easy to understand in theory, though lack in quality 

and effectiveness on the ground at practice. A huge sphere of development and 

security challenges that are valid in modern days would not be considered, 
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such as human-, environmental development and security, which could be a 

threat to peace- and development work around the world.  

 

Chandlers critical approach about how the security-development nexus are 

affecting policy frameworks in different means have now been analyzed with 

the help of an abductive reasoning. This critical approach is based on 

arguments on how policy frameworks are shaped by the security-development 

nexus in which creates a collapse of clear, strategic policy frameworks where 

the use of the concepts security and development are resulting in mixed 

expectations and disavowal responsibilities. The policy frameworks are 

creating mixed expectations because of their use of security, development and 

security together with development, but are still presenting a clear, strategic 

framework with responsibilities. This approach is a critical view and does only 

contribute to the analysis on the use of security, development and security 

together with development based from such objections as well. 

 

To continue the analysis and to get a deeper understanding of the use of 

security, development and security together with development in Swedish 

policy frameworks, the analytical framework developed by Stern and Öjendal 

(2010) is going to expand the analysis. This analytical framework is developed 

from a theoretical perspective, which also means that Stern and Öjendal are 

using greater conceptual and theoretical precision. The six narratives, or 

nexuses, presented in the analytical framework did start and emerged from 

theory and not from empirical observations or real cases. This results in that 

in this essay, findings connected to all six narratives cannot be found and 

therefore the use of security, development and security together with 

development cannot be analyzed through all narratives either. The narratives 

that are being used in Swedish policy frameworks regarding aid, development 

cooperation and humanitarian assistance are “Development/security as 
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modern (teleological) narrative”, “Broadening, deepening and humanizing 

development/security”, “Development/security as a technique of 

governmentality” and “Development/security as globalized”.  

 

Even more examples from the findings chapter are going to be presented in 

order to underpin a discussion and analysis. One example that are including 

more than just one narrative is the following:  

 

Climate adaptation, disaster risk reduction and sustainable use of 

land, forests and water can mitigate the negative consequences of 

climate change and natural disasters, help to reduce poverty, 

safeguard food security and thus reduce the risk of humanitarian 

crises (Government of Sweden 2016, p. 25). 

 

This writing show evidence and allow the reader to see linkage on how the 

policy framework is using the narratives Broadening, deepening and 

humanizing development/security and Development/security as globalized. It 

is clear that the example is describing that a globalized problem, such as 

climate change and natural disasters, are affecting human security in regards 

of human global survival issues such as food security and humanitarian crises. 

Both narratives are written out from similar logic (Öjendal and Stern 2010, p. 

20) and it is therefore not rare that these narratives can be found in the same 

sentence or passage in Swedish policy frameworks. Another writing that 

shows a clear use of different narratives is;  

 

“Aid to strengthen justice can also address conflict-related issues. 

For this reason, Sweden contributes towards initiatives 

concerning transitional justice, combating impunity, reforming 

the justice sector and dispute resolution, or other support to 
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strengthen the rule of law. Support to increase democratic control 

and oversight of the security sector, security sector reform (SSR), 

is an important component in reducing vulnerability to armed 

conflict and re-lapse into armed conflict” (Government of Sweden 

2014, p. 38). 

 

First, the use of the narrative “Development/security as modern (teleological) 

narrative” is clear. The example is pushing towards that a state is in need to 

have a justifiable domestic control with high levels of political legitimacy and 

a strong defense to achieve security. Moreover, to achieve development, the 

state needs democratic control with social welfare through the support from 

the rule of law and from the justice sector. Here, these narratives create an 

interlinkage between security and development where the concepts are 

mutually reinforcing each other within the same place (state). This internal 

confluence is an important element in the Development/security as modern 

(teleological) narrative. Furthermore, this writing also shows evidence on that 

Swedish policy frameworks are using the concepts of security and 

development within the narrative of Development/security as a technique of 

governmentality. Security and development are seen as something that are 

mutually reinforcing each other but this time through biopower. Biopolitics is 

the kind of biopower that this narrative refers to and biopolitics is necessary 

something about governing and regulation of life. This could for instance be 

efforts aimed at improving life, exclude dangerous things or support the 

management of the contingency. Biopolitics as a technique is therefore the use 

of aid in the example presented above. Through aid can the Swedish 

government govern others and increase security and development for people 

that needs it or are voiceless. 

 

This specific use of the nexus has raised some political questions regarding if 

it is ethical to governing others and even life itself through policies. As stated 
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before, Sweden is the country which give the most ODA grant equivalent as 

percent of their GNI. It could therefore be further discussed if it is positive or 

negative that a country such as Sweden are using this narrative, 

Development/security as a technique of governmentality, in that amount. 

Although, that discussion is not relevant for this research since this essay are 

focusing on the use of security, development and security together with 

development in theory and not what kind of results this have in practice. This 

study does therefore lack further information and empirical evidence on how 

the use of security, development and security together with development in 

policy frameworks work in practice and on the ground, which could be an 

important aspect for policymakers. Sweden has a positive attitude towards the 

use of aid and the example below describes that. 

 

“Aid is one of many factors that contribute towards socially, 

economically and environmentally sustainable development and 

reduced poverty in a country” (Government of Sweden 2014, p. 

13). 

 

Here, Swedish policy frameworks are using the narratives “Broadening, 

deepening and humanizing development/security”, “Development/security as 

a technique of governmentality” and “Development/security as globalized”. 

This short passage is a further example on how Swedish policy frameworks 

are using more than just one narrative in the same sentence. With the help of 

aid as a technique of increase security and development, Sweden do also use 

security together with development as something that is globalized 

(environmentally) and as something that should be broadening, deepening and 

humanized (socially, reduced poverty). This broad use of narratives in a short 

passage can possibly create some confusion regarding expectations from the 

framework. With no pre-knowledge about the concepts of security and 



 

53(61) 

 

development it could be difficult to read between the lines and draw a 

conclusion that social-, economic- and environmental development can 

increase due to aid and that human- and economic security mutually follows.  

 

What can further be concluded based on the findings is that the two narratives, 

Development/security as impasse/impossible and Post-development/ security, 

are not being used in Swedish policy frameworks regarding aid, development 

cooperation and humanitarian assistance. Since this is the case, it can be seen 

that Sweden is a country that use and believe that the two concepts of security 

and development are something that are mutually reinforcing each other and 

therefore, the critical narratives of “Development/security as 

impasse/impossible” and “Post-development/ security” are not used in 

Swedish policy frameworks.  

  

“Sweden will raise awareness of the link between health and 

environmental and climate challenges and between health and 

security in development cooperation, in humanitarian initiatives 

and in the interface between them” (Government of Sweden 2016, 

p. 38). 

 

This example is an evidence how clear Swedish policy frameworks believes 

in the interlinkage between security and development. The two narratives, 

“Development/security as impasse/impossible” and “Post-development/ 

security”, are instead critical to the security-development nexus and argues 

that the nexus reproduce injustice, inequality, insecurity and violence. The two 

narratives have similar logic and concludes that development is at a stalemate 

and security is impossible when they are used mutually. They further argue 

that the nexus is empty and harmful since the policies within it causes harm 

and are just a waste of time and money. The findings show that Swedish policy 

frameworks are negative to this use of narratives since the frameworks do not 
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share the thoughts behind the use of security, development and security 

together with development as something that are impossible or something that 

creates danger. Instead, the frameworks see the security-development nexus 

as something that makes sense and should be used in foreign policy 

frameworks regarding aid, development cooperation and humanitarian 

assistance.  

 

Based on an analysis of the findings from the policy frameworks founded on 

the analytical frameworks, it is possible to argue that the concepts of security 

and development are used in different definitions and in a broad sense, but also 

together as a nexus. One clear evidence that the nexus has been permeated into 

Swedish policy frameworks is the example where it is stated that “Work to 

prevent conflict and promote peace must revolve around the causes of the 

conflict and the entire conflict cycle, making the link between security and 

development clear” (Government of Sweden 2016, p. 28). Moreover, the 

concepts of security, development and security together with development are 

redefined in the policy frameworks and the linkage between these concepts are 

not enough elaborated. The frameworks choose to present arguments on that 

security and development do have an interlinkage but do wave in some cases 

from presenting what kind of definition of the concepts that it applies to. For 

example, one clear and elaborated way that the policy frameworks are using 

to describe the interlinkage is between food security and economic 

development. Here, it is defined which kind of development and security that 

mutually reinforce each other. Although, most of the times, one of the concepts 

in the nexus are specified but not the other. An example of this is that the 

policy frameworks states that Swedish commitment to security will promote 

future democratic development, but it is not defined or elaborated which kind 

of security the commitment are focusing on (Government of Sweden 2013, p. 

46). 
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6 Conclusion  

 

With the help of a text analysis of Swedish foreign policy frameworks 

regarding aid, development cooperation and humanitarian assistance, this 

study explored how these frameworks used the concepts of security and 

development by exploring the following research questions:  

 

• How is the concept security used in the Swedish government policy 

framework regarding international development cooperation and aid?  

• How is the concept development used in the Swedish government 

policy framework regarding international development cooperation 

and aid?  

• How are security and development connected in the Swedish 

government policy framework regarding international development 

cooperation and aid?  

 

 

The conclusion is that the Swedish foreign policy frameworks are clearly 

established although they miss out to elaborate on how the concepts of security 

and development are defined and how they are reinforcing each other. In fact, 

the concept of security is used with different definitions in Swedish policy 

frameworks. The government of Sweden is redefining the concept of security 

and is not only using the traditional state-centric definition as national security 

from external military threats. Instead, the policy frameworks are using 

security in other meanings such as human-, food-, environmental- and 

economic security. The concept of development has also been redefined in the 

policy frameworks and is not only being used in the traditional definition as 

economic development but is also used in terms of human-, environmental, 

technological- and democratic development. These redefinitions have 

developed since the end of the cold war and the spread of globalization when 
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new aspects of the concepts of security and development have been raised. 

This use of the concepts creates clear policy frameworks. Although, the 

Swedish policy frameworks are not always defining or elaborating what kind 

of definition of security or development that it is referring to. This use of the 

concepts creates mixed expectations and confusion for the reader since the 

reader is left with a great room for interpretations that could eventuate in many 

different outcomes and versions.  

 

Furthermore, the concept of security together with the concept of development 

is used in many passengers in the Swedish policy frameworks. It is concluded 

that the policy frameworks are using security together with development in 

ways which are describing that the two concepts are mutually reinforcing each 

other. The two concepts are interlinked, and security is increasing 

development and development are increasing security. What is not elaborated 

in the policy frameworks is thus what kind of security that reinforces what 

kind of development. There are some examples of this such as food security 

and economic development have an interlinkage, but overall, the concepts are 

not specifically defined when the policy frameworks are describing them as 

mutually reinforcing each other.  

 

Lastly, what can be concluded is that the Swedish policy frameworks are using 

the concepts of security and development in four different narratives. These 

are “Development/security as modern (teleological) narrative”, “Broadening, 

deepening and humanizing development/security”, “Development/security as 

a technique of governmentality” and “Development/security as globalized”. 

Since the Swedish policy frameworks are using the concepts of security and 

development in four different nexuses it is further concluded that different 

definitions of security and development are present and that the two concepts 

are used in narratives which are connected to the modern (teleological) use, 

the humanized use, the use as a technique of a government and in a globalized 
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use. By putting the concepts of security and development in narratives, it 

makes it clearer to understand what kind of way the Swedish policy 

frameworks are using them.  

 

Further research on other case studies, such as other countries policy 

frameworks presented by its governments, will depend on the understanding 

of the use of security and development and the security-development nexus in 

policy frameworks. Also, this thesis concludes that policymakers need to 

elaborate more on Swedish policy frameworks regarding aid, development 

cooperation and humanitarian assistance on how the concepts of security and 

development are connected and in which ways they are reinforcing each other. 

Therefore, this thesis recommends that future policymakers should make a 

reconsideration on how the concepts of security and development are used in 

policy frameworks.  
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