
No COVID-19 related learning loss in reading in
a large sample of Swedish primary school students.
Students from disadvantaged socio-economic 
backgrounds were not especially affected.
Keeping primary schools open benefitted
Swedish students.

View the full 
paper here

Methods
o Data from LegiLexi a free digital

reading assessment tool for teachers
o 97,073 students in grades 1-3
o Decoding of single words and reading 

comprehension, fall/winter/spring
o Analyses:

- Proportion included students:
pandemic academic year 20/21 vs. the three 
previous academic years

- Effect size comparisons
- Additional analyses: data from schools with high 

proportion of students from disadvantaged 
socio-economic backgrounds (n=25,330)

- Longitudinal subset (n=33,973) analyzed with 
ANOVA including gender, socio-economic index, 
and whether student learned Swedish as a second 
language

- Proportion students with scores 1SD below
mean (pre-pandemic data)

Background
o Sweden kept primary schools open during 

the COVID-19 pandemic 
o Strict recommendations were still in place
o Is there evidence of reading learning loss in 

large scale data from Swedish primary 
school students?
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Results
o The proportion tested students in 20/21 was comparable to previous years

(no systematic data loss)
o No analyses indicated pandemic learning loss – individual students might 

have been affected by the pandemic in Sweden, but no learning loss in reading 
is evident at the group level

o Importantly: low incidence of severe COVID-19 in this age group
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