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APPENDIX
This graphic novel is the documentation of Places, People, Stories, a conference
held at Linnaeus University in Kalmar, 28–30 September 2011. The conference
was the culmination of the research project Places as Stories (see page 31)
and attracted more than 175 participants from around the world, including
Scandinavia, United Kingdom, USA, Japan, Argentina, Israel, India, the Marshall
Islands and Australia. A wide spectrum of disciplines was represented including
Anthropology, Archaeology, Architecture, Art, Business Studies, Design, Heritage
Studies, History, Human Geography, Literature, Media Studies, Pedagogics,
Religious Studies and Tourism Studies. Professionals working in the education,
landscape and heritage sectors were also invited. The conference, which took
place at the conference centre Brofästet close to the Baltic Sea, just outside the
centre of Kalmar, featured four keynote lectures and more than 120 academic
presentations in 18 sessions as well as six artistic contributions. Some sessions
may be published separately in traditional academic formats. The conference was
supported by grants received from Linnaeus University and the Swedish National
Heritage Board. During the three conference days a multidisciplinary discussion
took place about human narratives and their connections to places.
The aim was to create a platform for unpredictable dialogues between
professional scientists and artists, while providing opportunities for personal
encounters and conversations that may lead to a new understanding of how
cultural phenomena emerge.
MAIN PURPOSE OF THE CONFERENCE
The conference investigated the relations between people and places, focusing on
the role of stories in constructing meaning and affecting human emotions. It was
part of a series of meetings of the Scandinavian interdisciplinary research network
on Geography and Emotion.
There were two specific aims of the conference. Firstly, to explore the relations
between people, places, and stories in the context of notable trends in the
Experience Society such as the role of affect, emotion, and sensual stimulation.
Secondly, to investigate how the visual and performing arts can complement
academic research by generating both new questions and new kinds of responses
to topics at the interface between places, people and stories.
Both rural and urban landscapes contain numerous locations that become
meaningful places through their association with stories. These stories may be told
orally by narrators or by material design; they may be permanent or temporary.
The stories may be linked, for example, to the vegetation, the geology, the wild life,
the cultural heritage, the mundane built environment, or metaphysical creatures.
Whether such stories are historically accurate, purposefully invented or created
entirely in residents’ or visitors’ minds is however less important than their potential
to touch human beings.
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We wished to investigate questions such as these:
• What are the roles of stories in understanding place in our society?
• To what extent are these stories place-specific or audience-specific
rather than generic? Are there places without stories?
• What are the aims and purposes of different kinds of stories about place?
• Which places and stories exert power over people? Which empower people?
• How are intersecting values and stakeholder interests
contested in stories about place?
• What are the relationships between material and
immaterial contexts of stories about places?
• How do both dimensions affect human beings
emotionally and intellectually?
• What is the significance of the tensions between enduring
and ephemeral phenomena in stories about places?
• How do changes over time affect places, stories
and the human audiences appreciating them?
• Which stories are being told by the way a place is
delimited from its surroundings?
• How significant is an opportunity to enter a place,
whether in virtual reality or in real life?
CONFERENCE ORGANIZING COMMITEE:
Cornelius Holtorf, Archaeology/Heritage Studies
Elisabeth Brandin, Human Geography
Eva Cronquist, Art History/Visual Culture
Per Pettersson Löfquist, Sociology/Tourism
Linda Hansson, conference administrator
CONFERENCE KEYNOTE SPEAKERS
Valdimar Hafstein, Assoc. Professor in Folkloristics,
University of Iceland, Reykjavik, Iceland
Topic: Storytelling as heritage / Heritage as storytelling
Jan Jörnmark, Assoc. Professor in Economic History,
Author and Photographer, Göteborg, Sweden
Topic: Creative destruction: Why deserted places move us
Britta Timm Knudsen, Assoc. Professor in Cultural Studies,
Scandinavian Institute, Aarhus University, Denmark
Topic: Beyond stories: when places of death come to life
Mike Robinson, Professor of Tourism and Cultural Change,
Leeds Metropolitan University, UK
Topic: Tales of a Tourist: Weather, Food and Foreign Places
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ABOUT THE RESEARCH PROJECT PLACES AS STORIES
Places, People, Stories was the culmination of the research project Places as Stories,
funded through a network grant from Riksbankens Jubileumsfond for the period
2009–2012. The project investigated the stage-setting of places: how they tell
stories and thus create meaning for people. The project group critically analyzed
how these places and stories affect both individuals and society at large. It studied,
among other things, material details, spatial relations and their interpretation,
individuals’ expectations, sensual impressions, learning and meaning-making
processes, emotions and power relations as well as any possible benefits for
society. The project’s methodology was transdisciplinary, drawing on the variety
of academic subjects represented by the project participants. One starting point
was Mieke Bal’s notion of “travelling concepts”. Within the project, concepts and
empirical data migrated between the disciplines in order to throw new light – in the
faults and cracks between the disciplines – on familiar ideas and data.
MEMBERS OF LINNAEUS UNIVERSITY’S
PROJECT PLACES AS STORIES 2009-2012:
Cornelius Holtorf, Archaeology
Birgitta E. Gustafsson, Pedagogy
Anna Alexandersson, Business Studies
Peter Aronsson, History
Elisabeth Brandin, Human Geography
Eva Cronquist, Art History
Roland Hallgren, Religious Studies
Katja Lindqvist, Business Studies
Per Pettersson-Löfquist, Sociology
Piia Posti, English Literature
Agneta Råhlin, Art History
Ebbe Westergren, Kalmar County Museum
FURTHER INFORMATION
The full conference programme including abstracts and further information
can be found at the conference’s website:
http://lnu.se/om-lnu/konferenser/places-people-stories-2011
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Conference Poster
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CONFERENCE PROGRAMME

WEDNESDAY 28TH SEPTEMBER
10.00 – 10.30

Opening and introduction

10.30 – 11.30

Keynote Speaker

11.30 - 12.30

HEIMATINÉ Performance

12.00 – 13.00

Lunch

13.00 – 16.00

Parallel Sessions

16.20

Bus leaves for Kalmar castle

17.00 – 18.00

Keynote Speaker

18.00

Dinner at Kalmar castle

22.00

Minibus shuttle to Brofästet

Tales of a Tourist: Weather,
Food and Foreign Places.
Mike Robinson, UK

Stories in the design, use and
understanding of places
Organizer: Karen A. Franck, USA

Anna Lundvall, Sweden
Hildegun Nilsson-Varhelyi, Sweden
Teresa von Sommaruga Howard, UK
Anna Alexandersson, Sweden
Arja Ropo, Finland
Pertto Salavaara, Finland
Karen A Krank, USA
Eva Mortensen, Denmark

Places and design
Organizer: Troels Degn
Johansson and Kirsten Marie
Raahauge, Denmark

Carsten Friberg, Denmark
Tau Ulv Lenskjold, Denmark
Rasmus Spanggaard Troelsen,
Denmark
Marie Stender, Denmark
Erik Setzman, Sweden

Stories in wave and stone
Organizer: Laura Watts, Denmark

Laura Watts, Denmark
Tom Muir, UK
Antonia Thomas, UK
Alistair Peebles, UK
Gareth Davies, UK

The fifth dimension - globalization
Organizer: Iris Rittenhofer,
Mads Clausen, Denmark

Ejiro Onomake, UK
Rebakah Cupitt, Sweden
Iris Rittenhofer, Denmark

Beyond stories: when places of
death come to life.
Britta Timm Knudsen, Denmark
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THURSDAY 29TH SEPTEMBER
9.00 – 12.00

Parallel sessions

Narratives out of place:
Travelers’ identites
Organizer: Per Petersson Löfquist,
Sweden

Julia Hibbert, Sweden, UK
Tristan Semple, UK
Cecilia Jonson, Sweden
Ina Berg, UK
Paul Cleave, UK
Sean Fitzsimons, New Zealand
Michelle Thompson-Fawcett,
New Zealand

Heritage erasure: vandalism and
obliteration in the historical
environment.
Organizer: Cornelius Holtorf,
Sweden and Troels Myrup
Kristensen, Denmark

Cornelius Holtorf, Sweden
Sara May, UK
Lotten Gustavsson Reinius, Sweden
Marcus Müller, Germany
Troels Myrup Kristensen, Denmark
Jes Wienberg, Sweden
Eisuke Tanaka, Japan
Thomas Fibiger, Denmark
Elizabeth Chilton, USA
Siobhan M. Hart, USA

Hunting presence: places and the
performances and perceptions of
the paranormal.
Organizer: Mads Daugbjerg,
Kirsten Marie Raahauge,
Denmark

Line Henriksen, Denmark
Kirsten Marie Raahauge, Denmark
Shane McCorristine, Ireland, UK
Mads Daugbjerg, Denmark
Brittany Dayton, USA
Kirsten Møllegaard, USA

12.00 – 13.00

Lunch

13.00 – 14.00

Keynote Speaker

Storytelling as heritage / Heritage
as storytelling
Valdimar Hafstein, Iceland

14.00 – 17.00

Parallel sessions

Places, multimodality and art
Organizer: Eva Cronquist, Sweden

Christopher Gidlow, UK
Jenny Walklate, UK
Ragnhild Tronstad, Norway
Hans Sternudd, Sweden
Paul van Beek, Belgium
Eva Cronquist, Sweden
Lars Palm, Sweden
Sisse Finken, Christina Mörtberg,
Maja van der Velden, Sweden/Norway

Building holy places with words
Organizer: Torsten Löfstedt and
Meg Nömgård, Sweden

Meg Nömgård, Sweden
Hilde Inntjore, Norway
Safet Hadžimuhamedovic , UK
Tim Hutchings, Sweden
Torsten Löfstedt, Sweden
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People, places and the researcher
Organizer: Talia Shay, Israel

Lilen Malugani Guillet, Argentina
Alejandra Korstanje, Argentina
Andrés Zarankin, Basil
Miguel Aguilar Días, Colombia
Tabitha Steager, Canada
Nguyen Viet, Vietnam
Nguyen Quang Cam, Vietnam
Talia Shay, Israel

General Session / Collective
memory 2.0
Organizer: Carin Karlsson,
Elisabeth Brandin, Sweden

Pirjo Elovaara, Sweden
Annelie Elekin, Sweden
Malin Jomark, Sweden
Lissa Hallaway- Attaway, Sweden
Kjell Olsen, Norway
Linnéa Caproni, USA
Robert Williams, UK
Louise Fabian, Denmark

17.20

Bus leaves for Kalmar Art Museum

18.00

Kalmar Art Museum, mingle and optional short guided tour of the exhibition
A Complicated Relation II followed by dinner at restaurant Byttan

22.00

Minibus shuttle to Brofästet
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FRIDAY 30TH SEPTEMBER
9.00 – 12.00

Parallel sessions

Human-animal relations,
places and stories
Organizer: Elisabeth Brandin,
Sweden

Maria Olaussen, Sweden
Bryndis Snæbjörnsdóttir, Sweden
Mark Wilson, UK
Kirsten Møllegaard, USA
Elisabeth Brandin, Sweden
Joseph G Champ, USA
Usha Nehru Patel, India
Jyotsna Ragunathan, India
Jan Olofsson, Sweden
Karl Grimes, Ireland

Heritage and sense of place
Organizer: Stephanie Hawke and
Michelle Stefano, UK

Rosalie van Dam, Netherlands
Beate Mortensen Nesheim, Norway
Ann Ingrid Ahlgren, Marshall Islands
Alberto Martorell, Peru
Linnéa Caproni, USA
Gregory Ramshaw, USA
Sean Gammon, UK

Mediated places
Organizer: Anne Marit Waade,
Kjetil Sandvik, Denmark

Jana Raadic-Cottrell, Estonia
Anne Marit Waade, Denmark
Carmen Campenaeau, UK
Ditte Amund Basballe, Denmark
Kjetil Sandvik, Denmark
Pirjo Elovaar, Sweden
Lizza Holloway-Attaway, Sweden
Talan Memmott, Sweden
Joseph G. Champ, USA
Daniel R. Williams, USA

12.00 – 13.00

Lunch

13.00 – 14.00

Keynote Speaker

Creative destruction: why deserted
places move us.
Jan Jörnmark, Sweden

14.00 – 17.00

Parallel Sessions

Places to forget, landscapes and
moments of violence
Organizer: Elisabeth Ward, USA
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Elisabeth Ida Ward, USA
Sebastian De Vivo, USA
Anika Wilson, USA
Jon Price, UK
Aglaya Glebova, USA
Gennaro Postiglione, Italia
Michela Bassanelli, Italia

Mapping concurrences, competing
voices in the colonial and
postcolonial world
Organizer: Gunlög Fur, Martin
Willander and Johan Höglund,
Sweden

Mary-Jean Sutton, Australia
Sanna Lehtonen, Netherlands
Margareta Wallin Wictorin, Sweden
Anna Greek, Sweden
Elizabeth Brulé, Canada
Emelie Wellfelt, Sweden

The museum beyond the nation
Organizer: Johan Hegardt and
Patrik Nordström, Sweden

Mattias Ekman, Norway
Malin Grundberg, Sweden
Dan Karlholm, Sweden
Herman Lebovics, USA
Kylie Message, Australia
Darko Babic, Croatia
Željka Mikloševic, Croatia
Fredrik Svanberg, Sweden
David Wilson, UK

Narratives about places / stories
about gender
Organizer: Suzanne de la Barre
and Madeleine Eriksson, Sweden

Erika Sörensson, Sweden
Helene Pristad Nielsen, Denmark
Stine Thidemann Faber, Denmark
Suzanne de la Barre, Sweden
Madeleine Eriksson, Sweden
Jackie Mirandola-Mullen, USA
Werner Bigell, Norway
Vanessa Agard-Jones, USA

17.00 – 17.20

Conference conclusion

17.30 –

Excursion, Öland Harvest Festival - The Art Night

SATURDAY 1ST OCTOBER
8.30 – 14.30

Excursion: Embrace, a multi-media art and culture exhibition in Växjö

9.00 – 14.00

Excursion: With Jan Jörnmark to Masten, Kristianopel – an open-air dance floor of former glory
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ARTISTIC CONTRIBUTIONS

ABOUT THE GRAPHIC NOVEL PROJECT AND THE AUTHORS
This graphic novel was written and drawn by Kalmar-based artist, Mats Brate, and
Stockholm-based designer, Petter Hanberger. Brate and Hanberger were invited to
attend the conference in Kalmar to document and reflect upon their experiences
and impressions gained from the various sessions, conversations and other events
they took part in, and to tell that story in form of a graphic novel.
During the fall of 2011 Brate and Hanberger had an ongoing written conversation
about their experiences, memories and reflections from the conference where they
allowed themselves to make free associations, to move uninhibitedly between
places and stories, to build upon each other’s notes and memories. During this
process of “filtering” their impressions, new stories began to take shape. In early
2012 they began editing their conversation into a written and drawn script. The
result works as an independent contribution yet official documentation of the
Places, People, Stories conference.
For many years, artist Mats Brate has focused his work on visual storytelling.
During his career Mats has executed a large number of public art works, usually
in close dialogue with end users. He has previously worked on another major
graphic novel project called The City Of Dogs from which drawings were exhibited
at Kalmar Art Museum in 2010. The project was a collaboration with the Swedish
novelist Stefan Gurt. Mats has lectured on issues concerning racism in relation to
Hergé’s work at Kalmar Art Museum and Ädelfors college. He has also several
years of experience as a tutor at the School of Design at Linnaeus University and
as a programme director at Ölands Folkhögskola.
www.matsbrate.com
Petter Hanberger has his professional background in advertising and
communications, educated on the Visual Communications Programme at
Beckmans College of Design in Stockholm. His approach to the design profession
is based on an interest in storytelling and communication, combined with an
urge to discover new ways and new contexts in which to apply his professional
skills. Petter’s work ranges from self-initiated entrepreneurial projects to design
consulting for small businesses and facilitation of innovation workshops. In recent
years, Petter’s work has increasingly come to revolve around social responsibility
and sustainable development.
www.petterhanberger.se

38

CONFERENCE FILM
Staffan Lindqvist, assisted by Johanna Karlin, produced a short film about the
conference. In the film we meet some of the presenters and other participants and
take part in the sessions and in various events during the conference. The film is
intended as an informative and inspirational tool for the research community and
the general audience. The film is available online via youtube.com and lnu.se.
Staffan Lindqvist is a documentary filmmaker who has made a number of wellreceived and award-winning films through the years. Among the most well known
is a series of films about a suburb of Stockholm, “The Children of Jordbro”. He
also teaches film at Ölands Folkhögskola. He is based in Öland and Stockholm.
HEIMATINÉ
60 min (2011) by artists KOEFF (Malmö),
Hans T Sternudd (Hjärup) and Pär Thörn (Berlin)
Heimatiné is a performance where the artists relate in different media - sound,
installation, physical action - to the places where they feel “at home” be it
Omberg, Agnäs or Uddevalla. These are places where the artists have spent
considerable amounts of time during their upbringing. But the concrete sense of
belonging is now blurred by the abstract act of rethinking the place. What is left
if the people once inhabiting the place are gone? Is it a sound echoing? A ritual
inscribed? A gesture lingering? In their work different heimats are intertwined and
interact. Heimatiné is a non-site-specific work. It brings well-known places to a
new and different place. However the kind of place where the performance takes
place - the conference room - is a space familiar to the artists in their daily trade
as lecturers. Heimatiné explores how the room itself can conduct all these senses
of belonging.
KOEFF is Johanna Rosenqvist making noise. She creates soundscapes from
a variety of sources including vacuum cleaners and tumble-dryers and has
performed at a variety of venues such as 10th Open Art Festival (with Hans T
Sternudd), Beijing, China, 2009, Arts Birthday Party 2010 in Stockholm, Sweden
and at the Iaspis 12th Istanbul biennial parallel event “Disclosure – exhibition as
discourse as disco” at Dogzstar (with Malin Arnell and Oni Ayhun, among others)
Istanbul, Turkey, 2011. For more information, see http://www.klaustrostudio.com/
koeff.html
Hans T Sternudd has been working with action and performance art since 1992.
He has performed all over the world, at festivals such as Friction (Sweden), Live
Action (Sweden and USA), and the OPEN ART festival (China). His actions have
often been collaborative pieces, with Pär and Johanna, as well as other artists.
Between 1992 and 2006 he carried out activities under the name the belacqua
project; this period is described in a book that can be downloaded from
http://www.belacqua.dk/boken.html
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Pär Thörn is a writer and artist. He moves freely between associative prose, list
poetry and improvised electronic music. During the last ten years he has published
twelve books and performed together with among others Charles Bernstein,
Lina Selander, the belacqua project, Marja-Leena Sillanpää, Leif Elggren, Carl
Lindh and Keith Rowe. His latest book was Vad innebär det att föreslå någonting?
(Låsningar). Right now he is living in Berlin where he listens to high frequencies and
dreams about starting a black metal band.
This is the first time they have worked together on one piece.
THE STREET, 6:24 MIN (2003)
Video on display on the TV screen in the conference area.
By artist Lars Arrhenius (Stockholm) Distributor: Filmform - www.filmform.com
The Street is an animation that shows the life on a block during a 24-hour period.
Our daily routines are presented like the mechanics in a speeded-up cuckoo
clock. With a nod to our conference topic, the film illustrates the variety of stories
occurring during one day in and around one specific place involving many
different people. Some stories are touching and profound, others are funny and
superficial; yet they all bring the wooden people and the somewhat dull scenery to
life in memorable ways. What is your response to Arrhenius’ visual commentary on
the relations between places, people and stories? The film is produced by CGAC,
the art museum in Santiago de Compostela. It is also accessible at http://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=plf3KIKDVOY.
SÍLFIDO DESIERTO, (2009)
Exhibition in the lounge of the conference area:
Photo, Cecilia Ahlqvist (Norrköping, Sweden)
Cecilia Ahlqvist is a Master’s student in Art Production at Linköping University.
Sílfide del Desierto is one result of a site-specific project in the Atamacan Desert,
Chile. Cecilia Ahlqvist´s work is a play on folk tales in which she blends the
Swedish mythical creature Älva, a transparent and beautifully feminine figure, with
the Latin American creature Chupacabra, which feeds on blood from cattle. These
creatures perform a dance in the scorching desert, the wind itself.
TALES FROM THE TIDE
Storytelling performance during Wednesday evening:
Tom Muir, The Orkney Museum (UK)
A selection of traditional Orkney tales that are connected to the sea. This
storytelling session includes Orkney’s own Viking-Age creation myth, and other
tales that reflect the power and beauty of the sea that surrounds the islands.
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What is it that makes it possible to wake up in a hotel bed
in a small Swedish town and later that very same morning
find yourself on top of a cliff in Jordan? By the time you
have finished your coffee you realize it’s 1997 and the
hockey game you are watching is only a metaphor but
when opening the next door an arctic wind is blowing.
You don’t need to worry because when dining in that
medieval castle the person next to you offers a trip to
a mediated place with a detour through a 19th-century
painting. Then, you open your eyes and there it is:
the beginning of a new story.
The graphic novel Places, People, Stories is based on
an international conference of the same name that
was arranged by Linnaeus University in Kalmar, 28–30
September 2011. During the three conference days a
multidisciplinary discussion took place about human
narratives and their connections to places. The aim was
to create a platform for unpredictable dialogues between
professional scientists and artists, while providing oppor
tunities for personal encounters and conversations that
may lead to a new understanding of how cultural
phenomena can be created.
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