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Abstract 
 

This Master‟s thesis is the result of research conducted through field-work which has taken place 

in Sweden, and additionally text analysis. The aim of this study is to explore the specific case of 

the Colombian diaspora in Sweden, to discover the reactions, possible involvements, and 

motivations for involvements and/or un-involvements in relation to their homelands currently 

ongoing peace negotiation process. This study first seeks to understand the overall reaction and 

attitudes of the Colombian diaspora members in Sweden towards the peace negotiations, and 

then looks to provide an understanding over possible influences being exerted from the 

Colombian diaspora members, and why or why not there is an exert of influence/involvement.  

The overall understanding of how the Colombian diaspora members in Sweden react to the peace 

process, are involved/un-involved, and their motivations behind what they do has been 

discovered through the field-work conducted in this study. This field-work was conducted solely 

in Sweden, as to provide the specific case of the Colombian diaspora member in Sweden, 

through qualitative methods and has used semi-structured interviews as well as questionnaires in 

English and Spanish to collect the information needed to answer the aim of the research 

presented in this study. 

Through the field-work, this study has discovered strong hesitations on the Colombian diaspora 

member behalves to not only be involved in any form of economic, social and political means of 

influence towards the peace process, but to also take part in this study. The concerns presented 

by the Colombian diaspora members towards involvements and/or un-involvements are those of 

political interests, hesitations from the strong bi-polarity of the Colombian society, as well as 

personal security. Overall, this study has discovered that there is more support from the 

Colombian diaspora members in Sweden for the ongoing peace negotiations than non-support, 

but that very few involvements are exerted by this small population of Colombian diaspora 

members in Sweden.  
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1.0 Introduction 
This chapter will provide an overview of the topics to be discussed in this research, as well as a 

short description of how this study has taken place, and the limitations and considerations this 

study has encountered.  

1.1 Introduction and Research Problem 

The term “diaspora” defines a group of people who live outside of their homeland, or 

country of origin, and either regard themselves, and/or are regarded by others, as members of 

their homeland regardless of their current citizenship status and/or country they‟re living in 

(Yossi Shain & Ravinatha Aryasinha 2006, 108). To diaspora members, affairs of their 

homeland, such as conflict and/or conflict resolution, often hold importance, as a diasporas 

identity coincides specifically with the affairs of their homeland.  

As the country of Colombia is currently ensuing in peace negotiations between the 

Revolutionary Forces of Colombia (FARC) and the Colombian government, showing what could 

be the beginning of the road to conflict resolution for Colombia, this study will focus upon the 

specific case of the Colombian diaspora in Sweden to discover Colombian diaspora member‟s 

reactions, feelings, interests and possible involvements, and motivations in relation to the 

ongoing peace negotiation process currently happening in Colombia. Diasporas are often times 

important actors in the emergence of a conflict ridden state, helping to mold and shape their 

homelands future, through the realization, third parties often choose to address diasporas, 

showing the keen importance a diaspora can play in this role (Shain & Aryasinha 2006, 128). 

Through this, the importance of discovering the Colombian diaspora members reactions to their 

ongoing peace process can help point to if these diaspora members will have a role, and if that 

role would be in a positive or negative way towards the ongoing peace negotiations. 

The role a diaspora will play within a peace process varies by interest and motivation. 

According to Yossi Shain and Aharon Barth (2003), the role diasporas take on can be classified 

within three distinct categories: silent members, passive members and core members (2003, 452-

454). Silent members are diasporas who are mostly uninvolved when it comes to diaspora affairs, 

passive members are diasporas who are likely to participate in diaspora affairs when active 
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diaspora members call upon them to do so, and core members are diasporas who are intensively 

active towards diaspora affairs, as they are the leader within diaspora member activity (Shain & 

Barth 2003, 452). The „diaspora affairs‟ referred to by Shain and Barth are those of affairs 

related to the diasporas homeland (2003, 452). Looking specifically into the role of diaspora 

members, there exists a possibility for diasporas to exert influence upon their homeland, and the 

peace processes, through the means of finances towards investments or politically as well as 

support through other means, such as arms or recruits (Shain & Barth 2003, 454). The motivation 

behind these actions can be personal as well as national. A diasporas level of activity within a 

peace process can motivated by personal interests, as the possibility exists that the future of their 

homeland will influence their personal future, although some diasporas may feel that even if it is 

not their personal future which is affected, the realization of the lives of „their family members 

and friends‟ being influenced may provide the motivation for activeness within peace processes 

(Shain & Barth 2003, 455-456). 

Within the activeness a diaspora may exert towards a peace process, some diasporas will be 

advocators of the peace process, while others can also be spoilers (Shain & Barth 2003, 450).  

The existence of a diaspora as spoilers can come about mainly due to a threat to identity, political 

interests, and economic interests (Shain & Aryasinha 2006: 110-111, 114-115, 117). However, a 

diasporas can also act as an advocator to the peace process through the same interests of identity, 

political interests and economic interests (Shain & Aryasinha 2006: 110-111, 114-115, 117) as 

well as social interests (Swain 2007, 23), but by different means and actions than those spoiling 

might partake in. For example, an advocating diaspora‟s reaction to the peace process may be to 

use the knowledge obtained from abroad to guide the emerging state or to promote the peace 

process within the host land through propaganda means (Shain & Aryasinha 2006: 110-117); 

while in contrast, a diaspora as a spoiler may use economic means obtained abroad to support the 

conflict by means of arms and recruits (Shain & Barth 2003, 454).  

As a diaspora has the capability to exist as an advocator and also as a spoiler of peace, 

understanding their feelings towards the peace process proves crucial for understanding the 

influence they may exert on the peace process through their reactions. As stated by Yossi Shain 

and Ravinatha P. Aryasinha “the understanding that diasporas are important players in the 

conflict brings third parties to address them and their interests” (2006, 128). It is therefore 
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important to recognize diaspora members as important players within their homeland affairs, 

who have the possibility to exert influence in economical, political, as well as social ways, which 

will determine their countries future. A diaspora may have economical influence by means of 

providing funding, arms, or recruits (Shain & Barth 2003, 454), political influence through 

lobbying governments, international organizations, and the United Nations (Bercovitch 2007, 

28), as well as spreading awareness about human rights, justice, and other political freedoms 

(Bercovitch 2007, 28). Diasporas can also have political influence through guiding the emerging 

state through knowledge and skills acquired abroad (Shain & Aryasinha 2006, 117) while a 

diaspora may exert influence in a social way through replicating the conflict in the host-state, 

creating a neutral space for conflict actors as well as informal social support to those in their 

homelands (Swain 2007, 23). The diasporas ability to have an impact upon their host-state and 

homeland provides diaspora members with power. This shown by Shain and Aryasinha through 

the statement that “a diasporas role in homeland conflict perpetuation and conflict resolution can 

be [at times]  so powerful, that homeland leaders would ignore diaspora preferences at their own 

peril” (2006, 129). It is therefore important to discover the feelings and reactions of diaspora 

members, as to be able to comprehend why they act as they do, as these actions hold the 

possibility to strongly affect the diasporas homeland countries future. 

In the case of Colombia, most diaspora members are located in Venezuela, the United 

States, and Spain, as according to the Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development 

in 2009 there are 581,060 Colombians in Venezuela, 472,027 Colombians in the United States, 

and 143,500 Colombians in Spain (2009, 225). While it may seem important to place emphasis 

only upon diasporas activity in the countries with the largest diaspora populations, recognition 

must be given that diaspora members located in smaller diaspora population states can also have 

an impact. Therefore it is important to place emphasis upon smaller population states of 

diasporas as well, which is why this study focuses upon the Colombian diaspora in Sweden, as 

there are 11,131 Colombians in Sweden as of December of 2012 (Göransson, 2013) making this 

diaspora population much smaller than the populations of Venezuela, the United States and 

Spain. 

There is some research done over Colombian diasporas, but so far this research has focused 

upon the larger populated states of Colombian diasporas, such as Venezuela, the United States, 



 

Page | 4  

 

and Spain. While it is in this studies limitations to be unable to research previous studies written 

in Spanish, previous studies have been written in English over the Colombian diaspora. Three of 

these works have taken place in the United States, one in Southern Florida, which discusses the 

impact the Colombian diaspora has upon the state of Florida (Collier & Gamarra, 2003) one in 

New York City, which discusses the Hispanic and Latino integration into American life as well 

as the political influence these actors have in America (Jones, 1998), and one looking into the 

transnational ties between Colombian migrants to the USA (Guarnizo & Diaz 1999). Two 

additional studies have been found which look into the countries of the United Kingdom and 

Spain, both written by Anastasia Bermudez (2003 & 2011). In 2003, Bermudez wrote about 

political activities in accordance with Colombian transnational-ties from the Colombian diaspora 

states of UK and Spain, having quoted 30,000-50,000 Colombians living in the UK in 2000 

(2003, 7). In 2011, Bermudez wrote again over the Colombian diasporas in the UK and Spain, 

this time specifically looking into the Colombian diaspora and to what extent these members 

have involvements in a peace-seeking Colombia (2011, 126).  

 The research in existence over the Colombian diaspora does not cover the smaller 

population states of the Colombian diaspora, and no previous research exists over the Colombian 

diaspora in Sweden. While these previous studies bring light to the case of Colombian diasporas 

involvement in peace processes in the larger populated states of Spain and the UK, and USA, a 

generalization cannot be made that the case of Sweden is the same, as there are significantly less 

Colombian diaspora members living in Sweden than in the UK and Spain. Therefore, this study 

seeks to contribute to the overall Colombian diaspora research in an exact manner, the case of 

Sweden, discovering the involvements, reactions and interests of the Colombian diaspora 

members living in Sweden. 

1.2 Research Objective and Research Questions 

The aim of this study is to look specifically into the case of the Colombian diaspora in 

Sweden, discovering and understanding their feelings, interests, attitudes, reactions, and 

importance they feel towards the ongoing peace process and analyzing on the basis of semi-

structured interviews and structured interviews with Colombian diaspora members if the 

Colombian diaspora in Sweden does or does not exert influence towards the ongoing Colombian 
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peace process, as well as why they have chosen to exert influence or not. To achieve the aim of 

this study, this study will answer the following questions:  

1. How do the Colombian diaspora members in Sweden feel towards the ongoing peace 

negotiation? 

2. How is the Colombian diaspora in Sweden involved in the peace process? 

3. Why is the Colombian diaspora in Sweden involved or not involved in the peace 

process? 

1.3 Methodological and Analytical Research Frame 

The methodology used in this work is that of a qualitative, abductive study, over the specific 

case of the Colombian diaspora in Sweden. Field work in the form of structured and semi-

structured interviews has been carried out, in addition to text analysis. Further expansion into the 

methodology used is found in Chapter 3.0. 

The frameworks presented and used in this study are analytical. In order to provide a 

framework foundation, which will be applied to the findings chapter, four analytical frameworks 

were necessary. Three of the four frameworks have their base in the literature review presented 

in this study, and the fourth is based off of John Burton‟s Human Needs Theory (1990) while 

used in an analytical way in this study. Further expansion into the analytical frameworks used 

can be found in Chapter 2.0.  

1.4 Significance of the Study 

No previous research has been conducted over the Colombian diaspora in Sweden, and so 

this study holds significance in closing that gap. By researching this particular case, this study 

has opened the possibility to further understand the Colombian diaspora in Sweden through the 

reactions and feelings the Colombian diaspora has towards homeland affairs and the current 

peace process. Through this the study is able to go deeper and provide the knowledge on how the 

Colombian diaspora in Sweden is possibly involved in their homeland affairs, as well as the 

motivation behind their involvement or un-involvement. The importance in knowing how 

diaspora members around the world react towards their homeland affairs is due to the possibility 

diasporas hold to become important actors in their conflict emerging state (Shain & Aryasinha 

2006, 128). As Sweden is a smaller populated state of the Colombian diaspora, this study will 
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also give insight to the smaller populated Colombian diaspora host-state, so that it can later be 

compared with the reactions of the larger populated Colombian diaspora host-states.  

As most research is conducted over the larger diaspora populated states, as is the case with 

the Colombian diaspora, it is important to still recognize the smaller populated states, and 

understand their contribution as diaspora groups too, as a diaspora from any size populated state 

holds the possibility to place influence upon their homeland. This study will seek to understand if 

a generalization between the larger populated Colombian diaspora states and the smaller 

populated Colombian diaspora states can exist. 

1.5 Limitations and Delimitations 

A limitation exists in the number of Colombians interviewed. While the research has aimed 

at interviewing as many Colombians as possible, the limitation has presented itself in how many 

Colombians were actually willing to be interviewed, and concluded in a small number of 17 

Colombians interviewed. Through this, ethical considerations have also presented themselves, as 

will be seen in section 1.6, and have posed a limitation in the number of interviews done for this 

research; further explanation can be found in the Methodology Chapter 3.0. 

A further limitation exists that the researcher was unable to hold in-person interviews with 

all interviewees agreeing to be interviewed (and not respond by questionnaire). This limitation 

presented itself as interviewees were disbursed throughout many Swedish cities, and while the 

researcher traveled to different locations, and strove to make trips to each city to meet 

interviewees, limitations presented themselves in that interviewees were often times holding 

conflicting schedules, making a limitation for the researcher as to how many interviewees could 

possibly be interviewed in person. In attempts to compensate, the method of Skype interviews 

was used so that although unable to meet in person, interviewees could still participate and 

contribute to this research in a conversational, semi-structured interview.  

Additionally, a limitation in interviewing was presented to this research in that not all 

interviewees wished to discuss this topic with the researcher in person/over Skype, and so not all 

interviews could be conducted in a semi-structured format. In order provide comfort-ability 

towards the interviewees wishing to participate almost completely anonymously, questionnaires 

were used in English and in Spanish to provide almost complete secrecy to those concerned over 
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participating. Through such, this research happily accepted these interviews by questionnaire, but 

was presented the limitation that not all interviews could be conducted in a semi-structured 

format. 

The languages spoken by the researcher have also presented a limitation in this study; as the 

researcher does not speak Spanish, Colombia‟s native language, or Swedish, the language in 

their host-state.  However, in attempts to minimize the effect this limitation poses to this study, 

this research used the opportunity created through the need for questionnaires, as will be seen in 

Chapter 3.0. 

A delimitation set in the research is that the research has been done over the Colombian 

diaspora in Sweden. Therefore, research cannot be conducted from a broad-base of the 

Colombian diaspora world-wide, rather only those who are now located in Sweden.  

1.6 Ethical Considerations 

Throughout this research, ethical considerations have been held at a very high standard, 

especially within the field work research, as the topics and issues discussed are sensitive and 

confidential from the interviewee‟s standpoint for a variety of reasons, such as personal security 

to the interviewee; as it was explicitly expressed to the researcher by interviewees that they felt 

their personal security could be threatened if they were not presented with anonymity in this 

study. Interviewees conveyed a strong message of the need for security through anonymity, and 

through such the ethical consideration of anonymity was given to all interviewees. Further 

thoughts by interviewees about concerns to their personal security can be found in section 5.3.3. 

While these thoughts in section 5.3.3 show the findings of their un-involvement due to personal 

security, the researcher has understood and regarded through undocumented comments by 

interviewees that participation in this research is also felt as a threat to personal security, through 

the same ideals presented in the findings section 5.3.3.  Through such, interviewees participating 

in this research have been presented in this study completely anonymously. The anonymity of 

the interviewee has been held to the highest standard in regards to not only their interviews and 

the responses they have given, but also their locality, and contact information. The anonymity of 

the interviewees has been held at a high standard due to security and secrecy concerns presented 

to the researcher by interviewees.  
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During the translation of questionnaires received in Spanish, from Spanish to English, the 

identities of the questionnaire participants were kept completely anonymous. Although the 

translator is not of Colombian nationality, and does not have any ties to the Colombian peace 

process, Colombian conflict, or any Colombian affiliation, the researcher felt it was in the best 

ethical interests of this study to present the translation without the identity of the interviewee. 

The researcher took this ethical step during the translation because the researcher sensed and 

perceived strong hesitations fears by interviewees to discuss this topic with someone involved in 

either the FARC or the Colombian government, and used caution when giving their opinions and 

reactions to individuals. Therefore, the anonymity used during translation was considered ethical 

by the researcher to provide assurance to interviewees answering in Spanish that no one besides 

the researcher and possibly the supervisor of this study would know who they are.   

 Interviews have been conducted in an open and honest manner, where individuals are 

welcomed to understand the research purpose as well as their contributions to the research. 

While it is in the interest of this research to have collected as much information from the 

interviewee as possible, realization has been kept and held at a high standard that this 

information is the thoughts, feelings, interests and life of a human being, not merely data . 

Through this, the responsibility has been retained consistently of treating the research as 

sensitive material to be used sensibly within the overall research process, as well as holding a 

high level of respect towards prospective interviewees who did not wish to share their thoughts, 

feelings, interests, and life with this study. 

1.7 Study’s Disposition 

This study is broken into seven chapters, beginning here with Chapter 1.0, the Introduction. 

Chapter 2.0 will then outline the four analytical frameworks to be applied in this study and how 

they will be used. Chapter three focuses upon the Methodology used during this study‟s research 

and writing. Chapter 4.0 is a Background chapter of the history of the Colombian conflict. 

Chapter 5.0 presents the findings of this study through the field-work conducted. The analysis of 

the findings takes place in the sixth chapter. The study is then concluded with the seventh 

chapter, Conclusions. The resources and interviewees are then provided in lists following the 

final chapter, in addition to the appendices. 
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2.0 Analytical Research Framework 
This chapter provides a look into how the analysis of this study’s findings will take place. 

This study uses four analytical frameworks. The need for four analytical frameworks 

presents itself through the need for classification of four separate findings of this study. These 

frameworks will be applied to the analysis, presented in Chapter 6.0, to answer the three research 

questions in section 1.2. While the first two research questions will be answered with the three 

analytical frameworks presented through the literature review over the diaspora debate, the need 

for an additional framework separate from those provided in the literature review exists due to a 

need of this study to understand human motivations, and human actions separate from those of 

just diaspora acts. 

2.1 The Diaspora Debate 

To fully understand the context of this study, one must understand the debate surrounding 

diasporas as to advocating or spoiling behavior and their possible involvements in their 

homeland affairs. To understand this discussion one must fully understand who these individuals 

are, where their motivations come from, their ability to have an effect on the peace process, and 

the advocating or spoiling roles they may chose to partake in. Within this chapter, focus will be 

placed upon a diasporas identity, a diasporas ability to influence a peace process, factors 

involved in the possible influence within the peace process, and the means by which diasporas 

can take on the role of an advocator or spoiler. 

2.1.1 Identity 

According to Shain and Aryasinha‟s definition, diasporas are individuals with a common 

origin that live outside of their „homeland‟ or country of origin and are regarded, either 

themselves or by others, as members of their „homeland‟ regardless of their citizenship status, 

and/or location status in regards to their homeland  (2006, 108). A distinction can be made 

between the identities of a diaspora versus the identity of an immigrant, as diasporas are 

individuals, or communities of people, who maintain ties with their country of origin, whereas 

immigrants come from their country of origin to a new land and come to terms with their new 

society and way of life, forming an identity based upon their new land (Bercovitch 2007, 19).  

Through this, the high importance placed upon identity to diasporas can be shown, as it is in their 
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definition and distinction that while they reside outside of their country of origin they keep 

strong ties with the personal identification of an individual of their country of origin, or 

homeland.  

The importance of identity to a diaspora can provide individuals with motivation to partake 

in different affairs within their host-state and/or homelands, and often contributes to multiple 

layers of identities. Within their host-state, diasporas often form organizations in order to 

establish their identity and create ties with other diasporas from their homeland and maintain an 

identity within their host-state; these organizations can also be used to exert influence upon the 

homeland in ways discussed further in this section (Bercovitch 2007, 19). Establishment and 

maintaining of identity to a diaspora is crucial for their individual needs and values within life, as 

well as for their stakes in homeland activity, should they choose to partake in such.  

A motivation to influence homeland affairs can exist through a diasporas reality that if the 

homeland is threatened, so is their identity (Shain & Aryasinha 2006, 110). Within the 

motivation to exert influence upon the homelands affairs due to identity establishment by 

diasporas, influence to the homeland can be felt in positive as well as negative ways. Diasporas 

can play various roles within the conflict, either by individual means or as groups (Smith 2007, 

9).  Due to individual interests and identity, a diaspora may choose to influence a peace process 

in a positive way towards what that individual considers peace, just as they may choose to 

influence a peace process in a negative way, in order to achieve results opposite of what other 

individuals may consider peace. Peace processes may also threaten an individual‟s identity even 

if the results of the peace process were favorable towards that individual, as their identity will 

change with the ending of a conflict through the reduction of diaspora organizational and 

individual influence potential (Shain & Aryasinha 2006, 114).  As seen through this, identity is a 

strong motivator within a diasporas interest towards affairs within their homeland. However, 

even with the existence of motivation from a diaspora, there is a need for the ability to influence 

to put these motivations in action. 

Within a diasporas identity, a distinction can be made between three different classifications 

of diaspora members, those of silent members, passive members, and core members (Shain & 

Barth 2003, 452). As core members are the intensively active, organizing elites, these individuals 

may take on the leadership roles within diaspora communities (Shain & Barth 2003, 452). 
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Passive members are less active, but ready to become active members whenever the duty from 

the leadership of core members calls upon them for mobilization (Shain & Barth 2003, 452). 

Silent members tend to be a larger pool of uninvolved, silent diasporas not taking part in 

activeness or speaking out (Shain & Barth 2003, 452). Looking into the influence a diaspora is 

capable of exerting, these three distinct classifications of diaspora types are important as to 

provide an understanding for how individual diaspora members participate and exert an influence 

in the ways that they do.  

2.1.2 Influence 

The influence a diaspora is able to exert towards their homeland, and here specifically the 

peace process, is necessary if a diaspora wishes to turn their thoughts and motivations into 

actions and have an impact in their homelands affairs.  

The influence felt by the homeland from the diasporas behalf can be that of advocating for 

the peace process, or that of spoiling towards the peace process. The distinction between these 

classifications can be challenging, as Shain and Aryasinha describe that “the act of  „spoiling‟ be 

viewed as lying along a continuum that ranges from high levels of support (when diasporas act as 

catalysts) to extreme levels of hostility (when diasporas act as spoilers) towards a negotiating 

process” (2006, 107).  To add to this interesting dimension, Hazel Smith adds that “all arguably 

want peace – the major question is, on what terms” (2007, 10). The distinction between 

advocator and spoiler in this study is not to be understood as „good‟ or „bad‟ behavior, rather to 

clearly understand and classify the interests of a diaspora towards the peace negotiation process.  

In this ever changing world, globalization has proven a positive factor in a diasporas ability 

to influence their homeland activities. Through the means of better communication, easier 

transport means and ease of transferring funds, with increasing globalization diasporas have 

increasing chances of being able to influence homeland activities without the help of host-states 

(Bercovitch 2007, 20).  The communication provided by the internet can have a high impact 

upon a diasporas understanding of homeland affairs through news and networking means, 

providing not only a possible motive for involvement, but also an ease of expressing that 

motivation through the ability to instantly transfer thoughts and ideas to those back in their 

homeland. The internet also provides a diaspora separated from family the ease of 

communicating and the possibility of transferring funds. The ease of transportation can mean a 
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diasporas visit to their homeland, and the possibility to exert influence through the bringing of 

outside knowledge to their homeland (Shain & Aryasinha 2006, 117). The ease of globalization 

can provide an access through many means of the possibilities for a diaspora to exert influence.  

Although, the influence a diaspora is able to have can be affected by a diasporas life within 

the host state. Shain and Aryasinha argue that the effects a diaspora is able to have from the host-

state depends strongly upon the network provided to the diaspora, as it is a possibility to have 

diverging views on homeland affairs by multiple diasporas in the host-state which can weaken 

the overall influence a diaspora may have, if their views are not met by those of their peers 

(2006, 118).  For example, if a diaspora is advocating towards a certain groups movement and 

other diasporas within the host-state do not feel the same way, the advocating diaspora has a 

limited network within the host-state, possibly weakening their influence towards homeland 

activities. The relationship a diaspora holds with their homeland as well as host-state proves 

crucial towards the possibility to influence.  

The influence a diaspora can exert on the peace process may be economical as well as 

political with additional influences by other means (Bercovitch 2007, 28). Social impacts can 

also be felt in the homeland from a diasporas actions (Swain 2007, 23). Within each of these 

categories of ways a diaspora can have influence, there are a number of different means by 

which a diaspora can exert that influence. 

Economically, a diaspora has the possibility to acquire funds in the host-state and transfer 

the funds to the homeland (Bercovitch 2007, 30). This transfer of funds can be to a number of 

different causes and through a number of means. Jacob Bercovitch (2007) states that at the end 

of a conflict, diasporas have the possibility through fund transfers to finance disarmament (2007, 

34) and that the possibility exists for a diaspora to transfer funds during the conflict to aid either 

the rebel causes or causes against the rebels (2007, 31). Shain and Barth explore the concept that 

funds sent by a diaspora to the homeland may come not only in monetary, but also in the 

resources of arms and recruits towards either cause (2003, 454).  Economic means by a diaspora 

also has the possibility to influence politics, through political contributions, as well as national 

projects through the means to finance them (Shain & Barth 2003, 454).  Shain and Aryasinha 

show the important reality of diaspora economic contributions towards the homeland through the 

statement that “after five years of post-conflict peace the risk of renewed conflict is around six 
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times higher in societies with the largest diasporas in the USA than in those without US 

diasporas. Presumably this effect works through the financial contributions of diasporas to rebel 

organizations…” (2006, 125-126).  While this study does not examine diaspora of USA 

relations, or larger populated diaspora states, this quote by Shain and Aryasinha shows the 

possible influence a diaspora can make through economic means. 

Political means also opens opportunities for a diaspora to influence the conflict and peace 

processes. Politically, a diaspora has the great advantage to be the link between domestic and 

international affairs of their homeland, bringing about more action politically (Shain & Barth 

2003, 451).  Shain and Barth state that a diaspora who achieves political and economic power 

can affect foreign policies of their homelands (2003, 454). Bercovitch states the political means 

of  a diaspora by lobbying their host-state government, Non-Governmental Organizations, the 

UN, International Non-Governmental Organizations as well as the public in their host-states to 

promote awareness of their homeland struggles (2007, 28). Awareness through campaigns for 

human rights, non-violence, political freedoms and justice are also possible influences a diaspora 

can exert from the host-state to affect homeland affairs (Bercovitch 2007, 28). Media campaigns 

and demonstrations can also be organized by a diaspora to raise awareness and promote their 

homeland conflicts or peace processes (Bercovitch 2007, 31). Shain and Aryasinha explore the 

concept that a diaspora has the possibility to transfer skills acquired abroad to their homeland, 

influencing the homelands future (2006, 117). Bercovitch states that a diaspora can also call 

politically for an opening of a dialogue (2007, 28) and that once a peace process is underway, a 

diaspora has the possibility to influence and promote a truth and reconciliation process (2007, 

35). Politically, a diaspora, being outside of the homeland conflict or peace process, has the 

ability to raise awareness by other countries, organizations, and governments, creating a critical 

opportunity for a diaspora to exert influence towards homeland affairs. 

Diasporas also have the possibility to influence their homeland through social impacts. 

These social impacts can range from replication of the conflict, to informal social support, and 

also a creation of neutral space (Swain 2007, 23). A diaspora may have a social influence within 

their host-state by replicating the conflict of their homeland, in their host-state (Swain 2007, 23). 

This holds the possibility to not only create a social dialogue, but also support the conflict in the 

homeland, as well as spread awareness of the affairs happening in the homeland to those of the 
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host-state. Informal support can be given from diasporas to those in the homeland through social 

networking, discussions and dialogues over attitudes, behavioral attributes, as well as an 

influence over decisions made within the homeland such as voting, etc (Swain 2007, 23). These 

informal social influences hold the possibility to be through different life-experiences a diaspora 

may have encountered outside of their homeland and can share with those in their homeland to 

spread ideas of other attitudes and behaviors than those existing inside of the homeland. These 

informal social influences also hold the possibility to be due to a diasporas outside location to the 

conflict, and ability to regard the conflict from a different view-point than those inside of it. The 

creation of a neutral space could be in a formal as well as informal context, as informally a 

diaspora member may unite diasporas in the host-state through dinners and meetings, as formally 

a diaspora member could open a discussion by international actors (through perhaps political 

means) and create a neutral environment for bringing together individuals segregated by the 

violence through shared-interests (Swain 2007, 23). Overall, the social impact a diaspora may 

have can hold the possibility to be in an advocating as well as spoiling manner.  

The motives a diaspora may feel for having involvement by either advocating or spoiling 

can be various. Shain and Aryasinha explore the concepts of not only identity as a motivation, 

but also that reconciliation by a diasporas homeland government with a historical enemy can be a 

threat to their identity and their peoples identity (2006, 113). A diaspora may also feel a sense of 

duty to those living in their homeland, feeling as though they are defenders of their people (Shain 

& Aryasinha 2006, 111) which can provide rational for both spoiling and advocating behaviors.  

Shain & Aryasinha also contribute traumatic memories as a motivator for diasporas to take part 

in their homeland countries affairs (2006, 112). Motivation for involvement can also come from 

personal interests, such as personal financial matters as well as personal political beliefs (Shain 

& Aryasinha 2006: 113, 117).  The motivations a diaspora may have for exerting influence 

towards homeland affairs are capable of being upon a personal interest, such as personal finances 

or political interests, as well as national interests, such as the well-being of their countries 

people; however these motivations hold in common that they stem from human needs. 

More generally, Marie-Joelle Zahar provides three key elements to reasons why a spoiler 

may develop, either inside or outside of the homeland, those of ideology, financial factors, and 

power (2003, 118). Zahar provides the rational that spoilers may emerge for reasons of ideology 
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because the spoiler can feel as though the continuation of their way of life is reliant upon the 

conflict at hand (2003, 118). Additionally, Zahar provides rational for financial and power as 

reasons for spoiling behavior due to the economy during wartime, and the opportunity it may 

provide to some through economic benefits, and the power that even the smallest groups of 

people can gain through organized conflict (2003, 118). While these reasons pointed out by 

Zahar are that of specifically spoiling behavior, these can be applied to the generality of spoiling 

behavior by diasporas, as Zahar accounts this behavior can be had either in the homeland or 

outside of the homeland (2003, 118). 

A debate is in existence over the influence a diaspora may have, within the homeland and 

also host state, exploring if diasporas have the right to advocate or spoil (Shain & Aryasinha 

2006, 113). This debate exists since diasporas do not live within their homeland, and yet can be 

capable of exerting influence over their homeland affairs. “There are many who claim that those 

who do not reside inside the homeland and do not send their children to serve in its army should 

stay out of the homeland‟s high politics” (Shain & Aryasinha 2006, 113). While some may feel 

strongly that it is inappropriate for diasporas to exert influence upon their homelands affairs, 

recognition must be given to the idea previously explored in this chapter, that diasporas are often 

looked to for guidance of the emerging state as well as consulted by homeland decision-makers 

upon decisions within peace negotiations (Shain & Aryasinha 2006: 114, 117).  Shain and 

Aryasinha take this concept one step further with the statement that “a diaspora‟s role in 

homeland conflict perpetuation and conflict resolution can be [at times]  so powerful, that 

homeland leaders would ignore diaspora preferences at their own peril” (2006, 129).  

The activeness a diaspora chooses to exert towards a peace process can be influenced by 

motivations of identity, personal interests, national interests, and a sense of duty among other 

motivations. In addition the influence a diaspora may have towards their homeland can depend 

upon the triangular relationship between their self, their homeland and host state, among other 

factors of influence, as well as motivations. The existence of a diaspora as an advocator or 

spoiler of the peace process is strongly dependent upon their interests and views as well as their 

resources and means. While the term „spoiling‟ tends to bring with it a negative connotation, 

recognition should be given that individuals displaying spoiling behavior are not necessarily 

acting in a negative way, as quoted previously by Smith, “all arguably want peace – the major 
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question  is, by what means” (2007, 10).  Human needs and human motivations for these needs 

can be a driving force within a diasporas choice to influence the peace process in an advocating 

or spoiling way.  

2.2 Analytical Framework  

In order to analyze this study‟s findings, four different analytical frameworks will be used. 

These analytical frameworks, described in detail below, can be viewed within a map-like-

framework in section 2.3. Four different analytical frameworks have been used to answer the 

three research questions as see in section 1.2. 

2.2.1 Literature Review Analytical Frameworks 

Three of the four analytical frameworks applied to this study are based off of existing 

research on diasporas and peace negotiations. The choice for application of these analytical 

frameworks is based off of the debates presented in this study‟s literature review in section 2.1. 

Created through the debates presented in the literature review, these analytical frameworks will 

provide a sense of classification among the diaspora interviewee‟s responses presented in the 

findings chapter. The use of these three frameworks is ultimately to achieve answer the first-two 

research questions presented in this study: „how do the Colombian diaspora members in Sweden 

feel towards the ongoing peace negotiation‟ and „how is the Colombian diaspora in Sweden 

involved in the peace process‟, as seen in section 1.2.  

2.2.1.1 Advocating vs. Spoiling 

Advocating and spoiling behaviors by diasporas presented in Shain and Aryasinha‟s (2006, 

107) work provides a classification to the first research question in section 1.2 „how do the 

Colombian diaspora members in Sweden feel towards the ongoing peace negotiations‟. Shain 

and Aryasinha best present the classification of this analytical framework by stating that the act 

of spoiling should be viewed as ranging from higher levels of support to even levels of extreme 

hostility towards a peace negotiation process (2006, 107). For the purpose of this study, and 

classification of a diasporas reaction towards the peace negotiation, the definition of advocating 

and spoiling behavior by a diaspora shall be extracted from this definition presented by Shain 

and Aryasinha (2006). That of advocating behavior towards a peace process by a diaspora is 

defined as having a „high level of support‟ while the opposite defined as „levels of hostility‟ 
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towards a peace process by a diaspora is that of spoiling behavior (Shain & Aryasinha 2006, 

107). As an analytical framework, this definition creates the classification of this study‟s findings 

to be classified as either advocating diasporas or spoiling diasporas.  

2.2.1.2 Involvement 

Through the means by which a diaspora may be involved in the peace negotiations, two 

analytical frameworks present themselves: the activeness a diaspora member exerts towards the 

peace process, and the means by which a diaspora has the capacity to influence the peace 

process. These two classifications provide the analytical frameworks for understanding the 

question presented in this study as seen in section 1.2, „how is the Colombian diaspora in 

Sweden involved in the peace process‟.  

The first analytical framework used for involvement looks specifically into a diaspora 

member‟s activeness, Shain and Barth present the definition and division among diaspora 

members as three distinct categories: core, passive, and silent members (2003, 452). The 

definitions of these three categories is also provided by Shain and Barth by stating that the core 

members tend to be the organizing elites, highly active in diaspora affairs, while passive 

members are currently rather inactive, they‟re likely and willing to become active when 

leadership calls upon them to do so, and silent members are uninvolved in diaspora affairs, and 

mainly unwilling to become involved (2003, 452). This study will use the terminology „diaspora 

affairs‟ presented by Shain and Barth (2003, 452) to encompass the affairs of a diaspora towards 

the peace negotiations. Through this classification of a diasporas activeness by Shain and Barth, 

the analytical framework is presented to this study for classification, according to Shain and 

Barth‟s definition (2003, 452), of the activeness a diaspora member can take towards the peace 

process, through classifying diasporas through their activeness as being a core member, passive 

member, or silent member. 

Encompassing the means by which a diaspora has the capacity to influence a peace process 

is the second analytical framework, used in addition to the analytical framework presented just 

above to answer the second research question in section 1.2. This analytical framework is 

presented by Bercovitch (2007), Shain and Barth (2003), Ashok Swain (2007) and Shain and 

Aryasinha (2006). This analytical framework provides a classification of means through the 

capacity a diaspora may exert towards the peace process in an economical, political, and/or 
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social way. In terms of the economical, political, and/or social impacts a diaspora member may 

have, the definitions and examples can be found in the literature review in section 2.1.2, showing 

the exact means by which these diaspora members can influence. Definitions can also be found 

on the analysis map in section 2.3. Overall, the three distinct means of economical, political, and 

social impacts make up this analytical tool.  

Through these means of economical, political, and social ways by which a diaspora can 

exert influence upon the peace process, an analytical framework can be used to classify and 

understand the possible influences being exerted by the Colombian diaspora in Sweden within 

the findings chapter of this study. This analytical framework encompasses classification through 

the means of economical, political, and social as separate categories, providing the analytical tool 

to provide a distinction between the types of involvements a diaspora may have, within these 

three categories. In order to understand how this analytical framework has been broken down 

and applied to this study‟s findings, refer to the analysis map presented in section 2.3 for a 

clearer classification guide. 

These three analytical frameworks presented here and acquired through the literature debate 

presented in section 2.1 provide classifications of the findings in a clear manner by building upon 

existing research. The need for these three analytical frameworks, separate from the analytical 

framework in section 2.2.2, is in order to provide a clear classification of this study‟s findings in 

terms directly of diaspora classifications. A clearer picture of how these three analytical 

frameworks will be applied can be found in the first two columns of the analysis map, presented 

in section 2.3.  

2.2.2 Burton’s Analytical Framework 

In addition to the three analytical frameworks presented above, in section 2.2.1, this study 

will use a fourth analytical framework to analyze the findings in relation to the third research 

question presented in section 1.2, „why is the Colombian diaspora in Sweden involved or not 

involved in the peace process‟. In order to provide an analysis into the human motivations for 

involvement or un-involvement, an analytical framework that does not classify according to the 

literature debate was sought out. In order to answer the third research question, in section 1.2., 

this study has used the work of John Burton‟s Human Needs Theory (Burton 1990). While the 

Human Needs Theory presented by Burton is used in his book Conflict: Resolution and 
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Provention as a means of approach for understanding conflict, crime and also anti-social 

behaviors (1990, 32), the argument of the Human Needs Theory can be applied to this study as 

an analytical tool to classify the diasporas reactions according to the needs, values and interests 

definitions present in the theory, rather than using it as a means for understanding conflict, crime 

and anti-social behaviors.  

Burtons Human Needs Theory is built upon the understanding that human beings have 

inherent motivations that are not within their direct control (1990, 32), providing a basis for 

understanding some of the motivations behind human actions. In fact, the Human Needs Theory 

presents the argument that there are certain needs a human being has genetically that will be 

sought out and individuals are unable to socialize into behaviors that threaten their identity and 

other human needs, and will therefore rebel against environments that socially do this (Burton 

1990, 33). The theory classifies human motivations within three distinct categories. Human 

motivations will include some motivations required for the basis of the human species 

sustainable-life and development, others that are specific culturally, and others that are transitory 

in nature due to their ability to be negotiable and rather desires instead of survival needs  (Burton 

1990, 36).These three categories can be classified by ones that are found within all human 

beings, referred to as the „needs‟, culturally specific ones, referring to the „values‟, and those of 

transitory nature, referring to the „interests‟ (Burton 1990, 36).  

By the meaning of universal towards all human beings, „needs‟ takes on the definition in the 

theory of the biological needs (such as food and shelter) as well as other basic human needs 

Burton refers to as contributing to individual growth, development, and individual identity. 

Overall, these basic needs are crucial for the survival of a human being, and found within all 

human beings universally. (Burton 1990, 36) 

Through the classification of cultural attributes, „values‟ within this theory takes on the 

definition of beliefs, customs, and ideas that are associated particularly with a social community. 

Herein we find the separation between the different cultures of the world, as their values create a 

separation of ideals, habits, and customs. While values may naturally change overtime, 

immediate threats to values creates an immediate threat to identity and personal security. (Burton 

1990, 37) 
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With its transitory classification, the definition of „interests‟ within the Human Needs 

Theory takes on a much broader base, referring to political, economic, social and/or occupational 

interests of an individual, or group within society, however these are rarely held commonly as a 

nation. Interests are not as internal to a human being as the needs and values are, and rather 

usually encompass material goods. Interests can be altered within circumstances, and thereby are 

transitory. (Burton 1990, 38)  

Through these definitions and classifications of the three categories, a pyramid can be 

created by which a hierarchy of these classifications of human motivations present themselves. 

As seen in Figure 1.0, „needs‟ sets the foundation for life, and upon the stabilization of human 

needs to an individual the individual may then establish human „values‟, and from the 

establishment of human values comes the possibility to create human „interests‟. (Burton 1990, 

38) 

 

(Figure 1.0) 

Within the Human Needs Theory, Burton also classifies interests as „negotiable‟ as interests 

can be traded in order to establish a social gain, while values and needs are „non-negotiable‟ 

(1990, 39).  The inability to negotiate or trade needs and values comes from the distinction that 

they‟re not within the individuals‟ freedom of decision making and that they‟re the basis for 

human survival (Burton 1990, 39-40).  

Interests

Values

Needs

Negotiable

Non-
Negotiable
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As previously discussed, Burton‟s Human Needs Theory provides a basis for understanding 

conflict, crime and anti-social behaviors (1990, 32), however, this study uses Burtons work as an 

analytical tool to analyze the possible underlying meanings behind a diasporas actions and 

reactions found within this study‟s research. The definitions provided by Burton towards the 

three classifications of motivations for human actions, values, needs and interests, and their 

hierarchy as presented in the pyramid, provides the basis for an analytical framework in this 

study. This study utilizes Burtons work in an analytical way to specifically answer the research 

question presented in the study in section 1.2 „why is the Colombian diaspora in Sweden 

involved or not involved in the peace process‟ as to provide a basis for understanding the 

motivations behind the actions and reactions of the Colombian diaspora in Sweden. The 

contribution Burtons (1990) work makes within this study allows the research to dive deeper into 

the needs, values and interests behind the motivations the Colombian diaspora in Sweden exerts 

towards the peace process, and provides an analysis and classification of why the Colombian 

diasporas do what they do. Further, this analytical framework can be viewed in the third column 

of the analysis map, in section 2.3, providing a clearer picture to the definitions and how its 

classifications will be used.  

2.3 Analytical Framework Conclusion 

Four analytical frameworks have been presented and will be used further in this study to 

provide analysis and classification of the study‟s findings. Of these four analytical frameworks, 

three are extracted from the literature debate presented in section 2.1, while the fourth is taken 

from Burton‟s Human Needs Theory (1990), and used in an analytical, classification way as 

opposed to its original form. The existence of all four analytical frameworks was necessary in 

this study as to provide this study with a clear and precise analysis of this study‟s findings, 

presented in Chapter 5.0 with analysis of the findings following in Chapter 6.0. An analysis map 

below has been provided in this study as well, to provide a clear understanding of these four 

different analytical frameworks, as well as how they classify, and which research questions they 

will answer through their classifications. 
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Answers Research Question # 1 in Section 

1.2 

Spoiler VS Advocator 

Spoiler-levels of hostility towards peace 

process…ie-Not Supportive   

Advocator-high level of support towards 

peace process…ie-Supportive  

Analysis Map 
 

Answers Research Question #2 in Section 

1.2 

Involvement 

 

Activeness: Core, Passive and Silent Members. 

Core-Organizing elites, intensively active, 

leadership…ie-organizing affairs, highly 

involved 

Passive-will become active when leadership 

calls on them…ie-willing but currently rather 

inactive. 

Silent-uninvolved in affairs…ie-un-involved 

and unwilling for involvement 

…………………………………..… 

Types of Involvement: Economic, Political, 

Social 

Economic-Recruits, funding, arms, remittances 

Political-lobbying governments, lobbying 

international organizations, call on UN, 

influence international public opinion, build 

political support, human-rights awareness, 

justice awareness, promote political freedoms, 

transfer of skills from abroad, voting. 

Social-replicating conflict, create neutral space, 

informal social influence to those in homeland. 

 

 

 

Answers Research Question # 3 in Section 

1.2 

Causes for Un/Involvement 

Needs-biological needs, food, shelter, 

security, individual growth, development, 

individual identity 

Values-beliefs, customs and ideas that are 

associated with a specific 

culture/community…may change but 

immediate threats create threat to 

identity/personal security 

Interests-political interests, economic 

interests, social and/or occupational 

interests, material goods (as opposed to 

internal needs/values) 
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3.0 Methodology 
This chapter provides the methods and techniques used to conduct the research presented in the 

study, explaining the choices and uses of the methods and techniques.  

As this study discovers interpersonal feelings, interests, attitudes and perceptions, the 

existence of this study is qualitative, with a focus not intended to find certainty and validity 

through the research, rather to create an understanding of why the diasporas have the reactions 

towards the peace process that they do, through their feelings and interests (Creswell 2009, 4). 

As this study does not set out to have absolute certainty, and is only valid for the research 

conducted for this study, this study holds an abductive form.  

The methods used for data collection in this study are that of field research as well as text 

analysis. By focusing upon the specific case of the Colombian diaspora in Sweden, the field 

research was conducted in the form of semi-structured and structured interviews. The text 

analysis provides an additive to the study, as this study builds upon previous research by 

academic scholars in the diaspora and peace negotiation field. 

3.1 Case Study 

This research exists as a case study, hereby to explore the case exclusively of the diaspora of 

Colombian Nationality who is now living in Sweden. 

The choice for this study to exist as a case study was to concentrate specifically on a special 

case (Mikkelsen 2005, 92), and to keep the research as specific as possible by focusing upon one 

homeland of a diaspora group as well as one host-state, so that this study may contribute to the 

overall diaspora academia discussion in a precise way. As the peace negotiations within 

Colombia are ongoing, the phenomenal opportunity presented itself to explore the specific case 

of the Colombian peace process during the Colombian peace negotiation period. As previous 

research over this topic has not been carried out within Sweden, this research sought the 

opportunity to fill this gap, and thereby carried out the research within Sweden.  

As this research has interviewed only individuals of Colombian nationality, and of this 

nationality only those living in Sweden, this study is only valid when looking into the single case 

of Colombian diasporas located in Sweden. While this study may further contribute to existing 
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and future research, this studies nature and purpose is that of studying a single case, the 

Colombian diaspora in Sweden. 

3.2 Interviews 

       Through the field research, interviews are conducted with Colombian diaspora members 

living in Sweden. This field research is crucial to the validity of the research, as the intention is 

to open a discussion which has not previously explored. Without the interviewing process, this 

study could not have been conducted, as this research relies upon the feelings, interests and 

attitudes of the Colombian diaspora in Sweden.  

3.2.1 Semi-Structured and Structured 

The interviews conducted were of a semi-structured and structured nature. Semi-structured 

interviews differ from the traditional structure interviewing process in that questions asked by a 

semi-structure interview can be left open-ended, and the possibility exists to follow unexpected, 

relevant responses with further questions about the topic (Mikkelson 2005, 89). Semi-structure 

interviews were preferred by this study, as the interview could be held in a conversation manner, 

and the importance here was for the individual being interviewed to express the interests and 

feelings as they saw necessary, as their perceptions were the basis of the studies foundation. The 

need for additional structured interviews in this study presented itself through an expressed 

desire by some interviewee‟s to answer almost completely anonymously by questionnaire.  

3.2.2 Interview Methods 

The interviews took place in three different forms: in person, by Skype, and by 

questionnaire. While the ideal for this study was to conduct all interviews in person, limitations 

presented themselves, as seen in section 1.5. As the interviewee‟s were spread across the country 

of Sweden, the researcher was unable to make it to all interviewee locations, due to limitations, 

and therefore Skype was used as a substitute for interviewing in a personal manner, where a 

conversation, semi-structured interview could still take place.  

The questionnaire form presented itself due to the comfort level of some interviewee‟s, as 

some interviewee‟s did not feel comfortable to meet the researcher in person but rather to answer 

semi-anonymously by providing only their name and age without further personal contact with 

the researcher beyond email. The researcher also took the opportunity with this form of 
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interviewing to reach interviewee‟s who felt most comfortable answering in Spanish or Swedish, 

as through this method interviewee‟s could easily write their answers in either language so that 

the researcher could translate the answers as precisely as possible later, minimizing the 

limitations the study faced as the researcher does not speak Spanish or Swedish. Questionnaires 

were available to all prospective interviewees in the languages of English and Spanish, a 

Swedish option was not offered as no desire was expressed by interviewees for the questionnaire 

in Swedish. 

3.3 Sample 

The sample for this study was selected by simple random sampling through the sources of 

finding participants (Mikkelson 2005, 193), as simple random sampling ensured the study 

provided an equal opportunity for all genders and of-legal-age ranges to participate, along with 

providing the study the opportunity to hear from different political and social interested persons. 

While the final sample for this study is quite small, with 17 interviewee participants, the 

ideal for this study was to reach as many prospective participants as possible and the process of 

contacting prospective interviewees took place through many channels. Interviewees were 

sought through multiple methods, including contacting Swedish state entities, non-profit and 

non-governmental organizations, Facebook-group-pages, as well as by personal contacts of the 

researcher. Through contact with 18 different sources of NGO‟s and state entities within 

Sweden, only 1 willing participant was found. With posting in 10 different Facebook-group-

pages, 11 willing participants were found. Through many channels of personal contacts of the 

researcher, 1 willing participant was found. Further beyond these initial-interviewee seeking 

methods, the technique of snowballing (Mikkelson 2005, 193) was used in attempts to find more 

willing participants for the study, and although almost every interviewee gave the researcher 

follow-up assurance after their interview that they had contacted prospective participants in their 

personal networks, and at other times provided the researcher with contact for prospective 

participants, only 5 additional willing participants were found through the technique of 

snowballing. Overall, the researcher had contact with 39 prospective interviewees directly 

(including the final 17 interviewees), contact with 18 NGO and state entities, and published upon 

10 separate Facebook-group-pages, the final sample available to this study was 17 willing 

interviewees participating within the study.  
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In order to ensure the secrecy of interviewee‟s identities, anonymity has been given to all 

interviewees. Although originally the research started with the option of anonymity to 

interviewees, as the research ensued many interviewees conveyed an overall message of high 

importance to the researcher that secrecy and security of their identity be ensured through 

anonymity, and therefore the researcher has chosen to make all interviewees anonymous. Some 

interviewees also disclosed that secrecy and security were the concerns their friends and contacts 

with whom they had shared the opportunity to participate in this study, and that these concerns of 

secrecy and security seemed to be the reason many interviewees friends and contacts chose not 

to participate, although assurance was given of anonymity and multiple interviewing-methods for 

comfort-ability in participation in the study. 

The final sample for this study included of 17 Colombian interviewee‟s living in Sweden. Of 

these 17, 6 interviews were conducted in person, 5 interviews were conducted over Skype, and 6 

interviews were received by questionnaire. Therefore, 11 interviews were held in a semi-

structured format, and 6 interviews were held by structured interviewing via questionnaire. Of 

the 6 interviews received by questionnaire, 3 were in English, 0 were in Swedish, and 3 were in 

Spanish. The age range of interviewees is from 24 years old to 40 years old. More specifically, 

10 interviewees are in their 20‟s, 6 interviewees are in their 30‟s, and 1 interviewee in their 40‟s. 

Of the 17 participants, 6 interviewees are female and 11 are male.  

Additionally, due to the anonymity given to all interviewees, this study only includes the 

ages, gender, date of interview, and type of interview, which can be found in the reference 

section of this study. As no additional information is used, citations in the findings section for 

interviewees strictly refers to an interviewee by number, as seen in the interviewee reference 

section, and have been assigned numbers ascending by the date of interview. 

The method used for translation of the questionnaires, received in Spanish, was that of 

translation by a fluent English/Spanish speaker. This translation took place in the form of 

conversation, so that the researcher could thoroughly understand the possible meanings behind 

the usage of different Spanish words and Spanish expressions. This method was chosen so that 

the researcher could fully understand the answers conveyed by the interviewee‟s despite the 

language barrier present. 
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3.4 Text Analysis 

In addition to the field work conducted for this research, text analysis of existing research 

over the topics of diasporas and peace negotiations has been used throughout the study. The 

importance of the inclusion of a text analysis within this study is to expand upon the literature 

used and provide a basis for where that literature comes from, what it argues, and how it is 

supported.  

Dr. Yossi Shain, currently a professor at Georgetown University in the department of 

Government (Department of Government: Yossi Shain, 2013) wrote Spoilers or Catalysts? The 

role of Diasporas in Peace Processes in 2006 with Ravinatha P. Aryasinha, who is currently an 

Ambassador in the United Nations office at Geneva for the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri 

Lanka (Permanent Missions, 2013). This academic work adds to the literature on diasporas by 

presenting the argument of the diasporas role within peace processes (Shain & Aryasinha, 2006). 

This text is based off of compiling previous academic research by Shain, John Stedman, and 

many other authors of political academia, in order to bring forth these arguments presented by 

Shain and Aryasinha (2006). 

Diasporas and International Relations Theory (2003) is also authored by Yossi Shain, in 

addition to Aharon Barth.These two academic authors use the work to argue a diasporas place in 

international relations, by focusing upon areas of interest such as a diasporas identity and a 

diasporas activities. This academic work by Shain and Barth builds upon studies by political 

scholars mainly within the last two decades. 

The work of A Neglected Relationship: Diasporas and Conflict Resolution (2007) was 

written by Jacob Bercovitch, who argues that conflict resolutions are rarely ever between the two 

actors involved in the conflict, and that a diasporas role in the resolution holds importance. 

Bercovitch makes his arguments upon scholarly research from the 1990‟s, early 2000‟s and one 

source from the late 1980‟s. Bercovitch also builds this academic research off of academic works 

of Yossi Shain. (Bercovitch, 2007) 

Another 2007 work is used in this work, Diasporas in International Conflict, by Hazel 

Smith, adds to the literature on diasporas by exploring a diasporas possible role in conflicts in 

their homeland from an international point of view, and provides a very objective stand-point in 
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this work (2007, 10). Smiths work also builds upon previous academic works, including those of 

Yossi Shain and Jacob Bercovitch. 

Ashok Swain is a professor of peace and conflict research at Uppsala Universitet in Sweden 

(Department of Peace and Conflict Research, 2013) and contributes to this research with his 

2007 work Diasporas, Armed Conflicts and Peacebuilding in their Homelands. In this work, 

Swain explores a variety of case studies relating to diaspora activities in armed conflict and 

peace building with their homelands (2007). Swain‟s work is also built upon works by Yossi 

Shain, Hazel Smith, as well as a variety of sources covering armed conflict, peace-building, and 

economical as well as political and social means of influence from previous academia. 

Anastasia Bermudez‟s 2011 work The ‘Diaspora Politics’ of Colombian migrants in the UK 

and Spain provides an additive to the study as it provides further exploration into the behavior of 

the Colombian diasporas in Europe, as well as similarities and contrasts between the diasporas of 

UK and Spain to Sweden. (Bermudez 2011).  

Marie-Joelle Zahar‟s 2003 work Reframing the Spoiler Debate in Peace Processes 

published in Contemporary Peacemaking: Conflict, Violence, and Peace Processes has provided 

this research with contributions of understanding spoiling behavior among actors inside and 

outside of the homeland‟s conflict. Zahar‟s work is built upon a compilation of academia works 

by authors writing over political, conflict, power sharing, and peace discussions. 

Luis Guarnizo and Luz Diaz‟s 1999 work Transnational Migration: A View From Colombia 

discovers the ties between the USA and Colombia in terms of economical, political, and social 

impacts. This 1999 work was conducted through field-work methods, and is added in the 

analysis of this work as an additive. (Guarnizo & Diaz 1999) 

Through analyzing and compiling these academic works, this study builds upon the 

contributions each of these scholarly-authors makes towards the diaspora, peace negotiation, and 

conflict resolution academia literature. In a sense, these texts used in this study hold relations 

with each other in the way that most of the authors build off of each other‟s works, as well as 

previous works of their own. 
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4.0 Background on Colombian Conflict 
This chapter provides the context to the study and the Colombian diasporas through a 

background on the Colombian conflict’s history, guerilla actors, previous attempts at peace, as 

well as a context of the current peace negotiation affair. 

4.1 Colombia History 

In 1813, independence from colonization in Colombia was concluded, with the first 

president, Simon Bolivar, and vice president, Francisco de Paula Santander (History Government 

and Political Conditions, 2012). With this change, a divide in the Colombian politics took place 

as there became conflict between the followers of Bolivar and of Santander, forming the 

conservative and liberal parties (History Government and Political Conditions, 2012). Through 

the period of the 19
th

 and 20
th

 centuries, Colombia‟s government was a civilian government, 

although violence and conflict ensued, with two wars between the liberal and conservative 

parties: The War of a Thousand Days (1899-1903) and La Violencia (1946-1957) (History 

Government and Political Conditions, 2012). A military dictatorship from 1953 until1957 

(Holmes et al. 2009, 47) provoked communists and self-defense groups in Colombia. In the 

conclusion of this military dictatorship, Colombia‟s citizens began founding rebel groups as 

means to be heard within the countries affairs, this study will look here briefly into the 

background of three guerilla groups, the M-19, ELN, and FARC. 

4.2 Nineteenth of April Movement 

The guerilla group known as „Nineteenth of April Movement‟ (M-19) was a leftist main 

guerilla group of their time, created in 1970 (Holmes et al. 2009, 48). After high-profile guerilla 

acts, an agreement was signed in 1989, forming a political party, currently known as the 

Dominican Alliance/M-19 (Holmes et al. 2009, 49).   

4.3 Army of National Liberation  

The Army of National Liberation (Ejercito Liberacion Nacional), or ELN, was founded in 

1962 (Holmes et al. 2009, 50).  The intent of the ELN was to eliminate the oligarchy, end US 

Imperialism in Colombia and bring popular power (Holmes et al. 2009, 51). The ELN‟s 

existence still continues today. 
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4.4 Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia 

The Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia (Fuerzas Armadas Revolucionarias de 

Colombia), or FARC, have been in existence from the 1960‟s, with a foundation from self-

defense forces. They are considered the most dominant guerilla group in Colombia, with 

estimates of around 17,000 members (Holmes et al. 2009, 52). Threats, assassinations, and high-

profile attacks by the FARC have been directed towards the government and officials, seeking 

social change in Colombia (Holmes et al. 2009, 54). FARC remains today. 

4.5 Paramilitary Groups  

Paramilitary groups continue existence today.  Law 48 in 1968, and Decree 3398 in 1965, 

created the possibility for Colombian citizens to legally create civil-defense groups to confront 

guerrilla group activity in collaboration with efforts by the army (Holmes et al. 2009, 58-59). In 

1989, paramilitary groups were made illegal due to the increase in human rights violations and 

increase in drug activity as means of finance (Holmes et al. 2009, 59).  

4.6 Conflict and Migration 

After decades of conflict, violence still remains in Colombia today. The conflict and 

violence has directly affected some Colombians, as some have sought asylum, are victims, and 

some are internally displaced, while others are indirectly affected (Bérubé, 2005). The Migration 

Information Source estimated that one out of every ten Colombians is now living abroad, as 

political, economical, and social problems alongside insecurity has caused voluntary and forced 

migration from Colombia (Bérubé, 2005). Internal displacement is also a factor in Colombia, as 

in mid-2005 the Colombian government estimated 1.6 million internally displaced persons 

(Bérubé, 2005). 

The conflict remains the main cause for migration, among the social issues such as poverty 

and inequality. In 2001, nearly two-thirds of the Colombian population live below the poverty 

line, as economics remain a high push-factor to the migrating Colombian today (Bérubé, 2005). 

Strategies among the guerilla and paramilitaries target citizen‟s, which leads to massacres, 

selective homicides, disappearances, torturing, and sexual violence among other human rights 

violations (Bérubé, 2005). Cleansing of areas for use by guerillas helps to finance their activities, 

as well as maintain social control (Bérubé, 2005). The 1980‟s saw an increase in guerilla activity, 
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this continued into the 1990‟s (History Government and Political Conditions, 2012), leading to 

higher migration. 

4.7 Past Peace Processes 

Through decades of conflict and violence, multiple attempts at peace negotiations between 

the guerillas and government have taken place. 

President Belisario Betancur attempted peace talks in 1984, during this time negotiations 

were placed on the table with M-19, FARC and the ELN (History Government and Political 

Conditions, 2012). During this process, a ceasefire was in existence, although the ELN rejected 

the proposal (History Government and Political Conditions, 2012). The M-19 also pulled out of 

the ceasefire agreement one year after the start of negotiations, only to finally accept a peace 

agreement in 1989 under the presidency of Virgillo Barco Vargas (History Government and 

Political Conditions, 2012). FARC ended the truce in 1990 after an estimated 200,000-300,000 

members became murdered upon demobilization (History Government and Political Conditions, 

2012). 

Peace talks were attempted again in 1998 under President Andres Pastrana, in order to find a 

solution to the increasingly active guerilla movements, and drug production (History 

Government and Political Conditions, 2012). Pastrana cleared an area in Colombia in 1998, often 

referred to as the size of Switzerland, as a neutral zone where the FARC would not be attacked 

(History Government and Political Conditions, 2012). However, although the purpose of this 

land clearing was strictly for peace negotiations purposes, the FARC used this land for military 

training, coca growth, and kidnapping (History Government and Political Conditions, 2012). 

Although the FARC continued negotiations, they delayed and only sporadically negotiated 

(History Government and Political Conditions, 2012). In 2002, president Pastrana ordered the 

military to take control of this neutral land given to the FARC, and peace negotiations ceased 

(History Government and Political Conditions, 2012). 

4.8 Current Peace Process 

The current Colombian President, Juan Manuel Santos, announced and signed on August 27, 

2012 in Havana, Cuba a preliminary agreement to start peace talks with FARC (Glickhouse & 

Keller 2013).  
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On December 2
nd

 2012, Santo‟s set a deadline for the end of the peace talks, concluding in 

November 2013 (Glickhouse & Keller 2013).The first round of negotiations took place in 

Havana, Cuba and ended on November 19
th

 2012, during these talks FARC declared a two 

month ceasefire, which they then did not extend the ceasefire upon its expiration in January of 

2013 (Glickhouse & Keller 2013). The agenda for the current peace process, as seen on the 

Virtual Participation Form (2013), include the topics of: Agricultural Development, Political 

Participation, End of Conflict, Solution to Illegal Drugs, Victims, and Implementation and 

verification. The peace process is taking place with the Government of Norway and the 

Government of the Republic of Cuba as guarantors, and the support of the facilitator from the 

Government of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, and the peace process continues with the 

understanding that nothing is agreed upon until everything is agreed upon (Virtual Participation 

Form, 2013). 
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5.0 Findings 
This chapter presents the findings conducted through the methods of field-work, providing the 

raw, unanalyzed data collected over the Colombian diaspora in Sweden.  

5.1 Reactions towards the Peace Negotiations 

These findings uncover key reactions in answering the research question: „how do 

Colombian diaspora members in Sweden feel towards the ongoing peace negotiation?‟ as seen in 

section 1.2.   

5.1.1 Concerns for Previous Peace-Negotiation Mistakes 

There were many concerns among interviewees in regards to the current peace process, 

through their expression of the „mistakes‟ made in previous peace-processes (as can be seen in 

section 4.7). Interviewees expressed concerns over previous ceasefire agreements which had 

been broken, the non-secrecy of previous peace processes that the interviewees felt lead to the 

processes failure, as well as distrust for the peace process due to the failure of previous peace 

processes. Person 3 expressed that while he felt happiness for the peace process, he feared that 

the guerilla (FARC) never intended to pass this process with peace. Person 13 added to this 

comment made by Person 3 by expressing the feelings that “if the process has never been 

successful before, it will not be this time, I‟m sure of that!” Person 4 felt that the secrecy of this 

negotiation was positive because she expressed “any agreement would be destroyed if it were 

made public…[and] I want to be quite optimistic”.  Person 5 additionally expressed happiness 

for the secrecy by stating “I think the last peace process was more of a TV show than a real 

process”. Positivity towards the current peace process ceasefire was shown by Person 10 in the 

expression where he stated “I like that they didn‟t have a ceasefire and that the conflict still goes 

on, previous problems have [placed] too much emphasis upon a ceasefire”.  

While Person 1 expressed desire for a success of the current peace process, she recognized 

trust as a main issue towards her reaction by stating “Santo‟s starts a peace process and that is 

nice…but does he really want it? FARC are really there so it could be something, but do they 

want it too? I‟m not very trusting because they‟ve done it before and so why is it different now?” 

In addition to Person 1‟s distrust, Person 14 also expressed a strong desire for peace although she 

felt that it was tiring to try to maintain a positive outlook toward this peace process after so many 
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have previously failed. Through these reactions, it can be seen that while there are mixed 

emotions towards the peace process, there are factors weighing into these reactions based upon 

the influence felt from the previous peace process (see section 4.7).  

5.1.2 Current Negotiation Table Actors 

Another expression among interviewees was the concern of the current negotiation table 

makeup. The fact remains that the current peace negotiation talks take place between the FARC 

guerilla and the Colombian government (see section 4.8). Two interviewees directly expressed 

that this was their concern with the current peace process, and their main reason for unhappiness 

with the existence of this peace process. These expressions of concern with the current peace 

process make-up of actors was due to the neglect of additional actors within the peace process, 

and also due to the concern over the education level of the FARC (worries that their education 

level is too low) along with the FARC‟s previous guerilla acts.  

Person 10 expressed his concerns for the current make-up of the negotiation table by stating 

“I‟m not happy for [the peace negotiations]! At least the government and FARC are talking…but 

the problem for me now is that there are a lot of social movements in Colombia…all of these 

movements want a place at the [negotiation] table…and that is not possible because the 

government and FARC have closed the door to other actors”. Person 12 also felt unhappiness 

towards the current peace negotiations and stated “I think everything is going to end up the same. 

[FARC] are simply people who have done atrocities, like putting out bombs and displacing 

farmers…[they] don‟t have any political education”. Person 10 supported the same ideas as 

Person 12 through his expression in the statement “As long as you don‟t have all political actors 

then it‟s going to be hard to achieve something…a peace process has to be inclusive, and have all 

elements of society…[and when you look now] you see FARC‟s inner circle…and the 

government sitting at a table in Cuba, but you don‟t see victims or social movements”.  

The reactions by these interviewees towards the negotiations are based upon their concerns 

of the negotiation table make-up. Both interviewees expressing concerns of the actors involved 

in the negotiation, the concern exists that there are not enough actors, and so these two 

interviewees have negative feelings towards the peace process, by both stating that peace will not 

be achieved through the method this negotiation is currently using. Person 10 expressed this 

through stating “I think they might come to some sort of agreement, but I don‟t think it will lead 
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towards peace…they will not solve the problems that create and lead to violence” and Person 12 

also expressed this through his statement “I don‟t think the peace process will pay up”. 

5.1.3 Negotiation Table Topics 

The topics under discussion between the FARC and the Colombian government (as can be 

seen in section 4.8) were of concern to specifically four interviewees. While the topics covered at 

the negotiation table address the concerns and conflict points between the FARC and the 

Colombian government, these topics do not address the social dimensions and cultural aspects 

contributing to the conflict, as these four interviewees have expressed. Bi-polarity can be viewed 

in the Colombian society, and dates as far back as the times of post-colonization (see section 

4.1), and four of the interviewees hold the concern that although there is a set negotiation table 

agenda to discuss the conflict points between the FARC and the Colombian government, this 

social dimension and cultural aspect of bi-polarity cannot be fixed by the negotiations alone.  

These interviewees all separately expressed their concerns for the cultural aspects taking 

part in the Colombian conflict, yet their concerns and expressions mold together to create a clear 

picture of this deep concern for the negotiations. Person 4 touched directly upon the cultural 

aspect concerns through her statement “we have a problem of tolerance in Colombia, we don‟t 

have tolerance! I think [this can be] quite hard to solve because it is in education, power 

relations, and the media, you can see the culture is bipolarized in two”.  Person 6 expressed the 

same concern through different words in his statement “If we don‟t attack the deep problems, we 

will go back to where we were, the core issue is so complex, and everything is interrelated…we 

have many cultural [aspects] here playing a role”. Person 8 added to these statements of cultural 

issues within the society through his expression “I think first of all we need to solve the 

inequalities and problems with the country…because otherwise there will only become a new 

type of guerilla, or they will take arms back again”. Person 5 also expressed the need to solve the 

cultural aspects in Colombia before a successful process could be achieved through his statement 

“I think that we must fix the social issues before the conflict can be surpassed”. Through these 

expressions, Person 4, Person 5, and Person 8 both expressed hope for the peace negotiations 

success, although they have these concerns, while Person 6 expressed frustration towards the 

negotiations due to their inability to solve the cultural issues, this can be seen through his 
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statement “I don‟t know what will happen with the peace process [or] what they will try to do 

[with this]”. 

An interesting finding to present here is that while only four interviewees directly expressed 

concerns with the cultural aspects and social dimensions not being a part of the peace 

negotiations, all interviewees strongly expressed the existence of bi-polarity in Colombian 

society in one way or another. 

5.1.4 Positive and Negative Reactions 

Through the previous examples given above of specific interrelated concerns towards the 

peace process, it can be seen that there are positive as well as negative reactions by the 

interviewees towards the ongoing peace process. In order to take a more specific look into the 

findings of positive and negative reactions, specific numbers towards positive reactions and 

negative reactions will be given here, along with further examples of such. 

5 out of the 17 interviewees had a negative reaction towards the peace process. While four 

of these negative reactions are found through the findings presented above, the additional 

negative reaction can be seen through only sheer frustration towards the current peace process. 

Person 7 expressed direct frustration through his statement “these people have been trying to 

work through the peace process for 50 years and nothing has happened, nothing that benefits 

people, maybe they can find a solution in another 50 years, but not now”. In addition to Person 

7‟s frustration, further frustration was shown in the reaction by Person 13, as she directly stated 

“if this process were in my hands, I would never accept it, never in any way. Not only are these 

people (FARC) terrorists, guerillas, and have made a complete business of the war, but they have 

killed children, finished off whole towns…and stopped foreign investments…if the government 

offers them peace [all the government will do] is allow these people more power over our 

country”. As it can be seen through these findings, five of the seventeen interviewees exhibited 

and stated negative reactions towards the ongoing peace negotiations. 

In contrast, 12 interviewees have expressed positive reactions towards the peace 

negotiations. Five of these positive reactions have already been explored above, while the 

additional all state their hope for a successful peace process in different ways than those 

previously discussed.  Person 11 and Person 9 both expressed hope for a successful peace 
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process through the idea that both sides are weak and tired of fighting, making this the perfect 

time for a successful peace process. Person 16 also expressed the correct timing for this process 

through her statement “I feel we need to take a positive attitude in this negotiation, I feel it is the 

fairest thing we need to do in order to progress towards peace. I believe that the two parts are 

exhausted of fighting and that this will be successful”. Person 15 and Person 17 also both 

directly stated their hopefulness for this peace negotiations success, and further expressed “then 

Colombia can develop towards a more calm and justice society” (Person 17) and “[now] they 

know the war is not the way for winning” (Person 15). 

As seen through these reactions, there are positive as well as negative reactions among the 

Colombian diaspora members in Sweden presented in this study. There are concerns over trust, 

previous peace processes between the Colombian government and FARC, as well as issues of 

who sits at the negotiation table, the issues in Colombia which may not be addressed through the 

peace negotiations itself, as well as a multitude of rational for these positive and negative 

reactions. 

5.2 Involvement and Type of Involvement 

Among the interviewees represented in this study, different types of involvement, and levels 

of involvement have been identified. This section looks specifically into the level and type of 

involvements expressed by the interviewees and aims at providing findings for the research 

question: „how is the Colombian diaspora in Sweden involved in the peace process?‟ while the 

next section will provide the findings of the reasons for the level of involvement (involved or 

uninvolved).  

5.2.1 Un-Involved 

The findings have discovered that 6 of the interviewees spoken to are uninvolved in any 

affairs in relation to not only their homeland, but also their homeland‟s peace negotiation and 

conflict resolution affairs. These six have expressed either direct un-involvement, or exhibited 

un-involvement through their statements to the researcher. These general statements include the 

ideas of avoidance of politics, no interest towards involvement, and uncomfortable, often quick 

negative responses and reactions towards the researchers question of if they partook in any 

activities or if they were involved. 
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The researcher noted that Person 3, Person 7, and Person 9 stated very clearly and quickly 

that they have no involvement in anything to do with their homeland. Person 3 and Person 9 

stated they do try to stay up-to-date on the current affairs of Colombia, while Person 7 expressed 

a no desire for any kind of involvement with homeland affairs (although this interviewee did still 

associate themselves as a Colombian nationality).  

The desire to stay un-involved towards their homeland was expressed by Person 15, Person 

12, and Person 13 directly through their statements. Person 15 expressed his desire to stay 

completely uninvolved and out of the political affairs, while Person 12 directly stated “No, I‟m 

not involved, I won‟t participate”. Person 13‟s statement showed her complete un-interest 

towards any kind of participation in her statement “I‟m not involved, I never will 

be…unfortunately I let everyone walk all over us”.  

Through these diaspora members‟ expressions, the findings show here that 6 interviewees 

stated and felt very uninvolved, for reasons which will be further explored in section 5.3.  

5.2.2 Voting 

Three interviewees expressed their participation in homeland affairs through voting, one 

expressing the importance of participating by voting, although besides this participation these 

interviewees felt generally un-involved. These interviewees seemed to convey a message of 

minor-involvement through their continuous voting from abroad, and through other statements 

did not seem closed-off to other kinds of involvements although they were currently not 

participating or involved in any. 

The statement by Person 14 is one example of this, as she states “I have participated in the 

popular elections…[but] here in Sweden I have never participated in any demonstration or 

debate”. In addition, Person 16 and Person 11 both state their activeness in voting, as well as 

Person 11‟s statement “I think it‟s very important to do so”. 

5.2.3 Staying Informed 

Four other interviewees directly expressed they felt they could be involved through 

following the news and searching for the truth behind the Colombian affairs. While these 

expressions came with motivations to become more involved, other expressions also came as this 

was the most these individuals desired to take part in. Overall, these interviewees expressed the 
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importance that should be placed upon staying informed about their homeland and peace process 

affairs, as well as searching for the truth in regards to them. 

Person 4 conveyed a message to the researcher that the only type of involvement she 

considered herself a part of was to follow the news, and expressed complete disinterest in 

anything other than this by stating “no, I‟m not involved, only following the news here in 

Sweden…I won‟t speak at a conference or something like that”. Person 1 expressed to the 

researcher a desire to become active if she ever returned to Colombia, and that the truth was 

important to her by stating “I think the way I can be involved is to be informed and try to search 

for the truth. To be informed I think is the most I can do from here…I don‟t really have money to 

give away…[but] maybe I could join an NGO or something like that I could work with, to 

educate people”. Person 1 is currently not involved in an NGO or other means of involvement, 

for reasons which will be explored in the next section, it seems as though this interviewee could 

become involved if such a chance was presented. Person 6 also expressed the importance of 

knowing his homeland affairs. Person 5 additionally stated he was following the news and also 

stated that he would share his opinions about these events, but rarely and with only close friends 

that he knew would agree with him. Along the same line of thinking, Person 17 also expressed 

that she shares her opinions about her homelands affairs, but only through informal contexts. 

5.2.4 Speaking on Human Rights 

While it appears all of the interviewees discussed thus far in this section have little to no 

interest in involvement, two interviewees have directly expressed their desire to be involved 

through speaking publically about human rights while they live in Sweden. Although both 

interviewees are unable to be involved in political affairs, and openly discuss politics in a public 

light, they both expressed their involvement in human rights affairs through the ability to speak 

out about it. One of these interviewees also presented the specific case of a judicial process 

which holds the possibility to create a discussion as well.  

Person 2 expressed his desire to speak publically about human rights through the statement 

“I am not involved politically, I can and prefer to talk about human rights…there is a way to be 

involved through talking…the influence I can have from Sweden is talking…I don‟t know how 

much I can influence, but I have my opinion and I think an opinion is very important”. In 

addition to Person 2, Person 10 has also expressed involvement but through a judicial process in 
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the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, to bring light to the case of Colombia‟s violations 

against Person 10‟s family. Person 10 expressed “I‟m involved since my family has this judicial 

process…we bring light to the case and make it public so that it is shown among other atrocities, 

and to bring up a human rights and start a debate and talking about it. I‟m not able to be involved 

politically…but this case is really public, and so it brings public awareness to the issue”.  

An interesting finding here is that both interviewees who expressed involvement and strong 

desire to be involved through speaking of human rights were victims of the Colombian conflict 

directly through their family‟s histories, as both men‟s fathers came under direct threat to their 

lives, causing them to flee Colombia, in one case the violence was not only towards the 

interviewees father, but also to the grandparents of this interviewee. Due to this, both individuals 

and their families are prevented from political involvement of any kind within the Colombia 

affairs. In addition, both of these human-rights activists are males.  

5.2.5 Previous Involvement 

Two other interviewees directly expressed their previous involvement; although they 

currently are not involved for reasons further explored in the next section the researcher felt it 

was interesting to note here the previous engagements of these interviewees. The participation 

previously in NGO‟s lead these two to be highly involved in affairs relating to their homelands. 

Person 8 expressed his previous involvement in an NGO by stating “I used to be very 

involved in [an NGO], I was getting the latest news, and taking place in the civil society here in 

Sweden about Colombia…my role was to speak with the media, have seminars, talk to 

politicians here in Sweden and other places abroad…I coordinated that and talked with a lot of 

politicians here in Sweden, I‟m no longer involved in that though…I think I could make an 

impact, but only on people here in Sweden really”. In addition to Person 8‟s involvement, Person 

17 expressed “I was a board member [before] and active, [but] now I mostly spread word 

through Facebook on how to be involved in [this NGO]” and rather now it seems takes on a more 

passive role within the involvement she exerts.  

It is interesting to note here that while both of these interviewees were born in Colombia 

both have spent the majority of their lives growing up in Sweden, as they both moved at a 

relatively young age in comparison with the rest of the interviewees. In addition, the researcher 
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would like to note here that while this research did have contact with the current members of 

these NGO‟s, these members chose not to participate and not take part in an interview, or answer 

any questions by the researcher, reasons for this were also not given. 

5.2.6 Social Connections 

Socially, while all interviewees expressed that they still had connections in Colombia, by 

friends and 15 interviewees with families still living there, they all seemed to feel that speaking 

with their families and networks in Colombia was more about daily life matters, and not about 

anything conflict related. Person 11 even said while one of his brothers is apathetic about the 

conflict and refuses to discuss about it, the other brother of his holds conflicting views to those of 

Person 11 and so they avoid talking about the conflict since they have polarized views. In fact, 

only one interviewee exhibited that she chose to speak through informal contexts now and then, 

to discuss the conflict and negotiations, although this appeared to be  quite sporadic and not 

often. Overall, the strong impression received from the interviewees by the researcher was that 

those interviewees in close contact with their homeland mainly spoke with their families about 

daily-life activities, and avoided the topic of the conflict all together, 

5.3 Reasons for Involvement and Un-involvement  

 In order to explore the involvement described in the section above, this section seeks to take 

a deeper dive into presenting the reasons interviewees gave for their involvement and/or un-

involvement. These findings presented here focus towards bringing clarity to the question of: 

„why is the Colombian diaspora in Sweden involved or not involved in the peace process?‟ 

through the variety of reactions given by the interviewees. 

5.3.1 Personal Interests 

Personal interests have played a key role in the interviewee‟s decisions to be involved or 

uninvolved. Political interests, distrust, interviewee‟s personal life interests as well as time 

commitments make up the factors influencing interviewee‟s decisions by a personal interest basis 

for their involvement. 

Political interests play a role, as Person 13 described previously of a strong disinterest to be 

involved, it seems Person 13 was previously actively involved and when giving a reason for her 

current un-involvement, she stated “I participated before to show support for the government of 
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that time” showing a strong personal interest towards participating due to a political party. 

Through their preference to keep voting from Sweden, Person 11, Person 14, and Person 16 

show their involvement through political interests. Person 11 also exhibited additional interests 

besides voting, as he further stated his personal reason for being un-involved besides voting was 

because “I don‟t think that people should be involved at this time…you cannot make 45 million 

people happy, and everyone has a different opinion…I would rather focus on my work and finish 

that so that I could go back [to Colombia] if that is what I‟d like to do” conveying to the 

researcher that he felt direct involvement in Colombian politics was not the interest of the 

international community, and that this interviewee would rather focus upon his personal interests 

in life rather than the Colombian Conflict. 

Interests in regards to the interviewee‟s personal lives are another important factor in the 

findings of why interviewees were involved or not involved. Distance and timing seemed to be a 

factor as to why Person 3 was un-involved, as he stated “I feel too [far removed] to make a 

difference, [besides] involvement is not for me at this time of my life, for very personal reasons”. 

Person 3 conveyed a message to the researcher that although he strongly desired to be involved, 

for personal interests (not conveyed to the researcher) it was best to be un-involved at that time. 

The reaction given by Person 9 was that involvement takes a lot from the personal lives of those 

involved by “needing a lot of free time, and to be able to do it more fulltime, and [you need to 

be] in politics!”. The overall message conveyed from Person 9 to the researcher was that of 

involvement becoming a lifestyle, and this individual wished to carry on with life in the manner 

he had always had upon coming to Sweden, personally preferring to stay out of politics and any 

involvement types. While Person 8 was previously strongly involved in an NGO, he also 

expressed a desire for un-involvement due to personal interests, as described “it was intense to be 

involved, and so I wanted a little break from it to focus on my life, I needed a break…it was very 

intense”, as the interest conveyed by this interviewee was more of focusing upon their personal 

life during this period of their life, and perhaps return to involvement at a later time. 

While all of these reasons for un-involvement vary, their common identity lies in that these 

decisions are based upon personal interests by each interviewee, whether they are due to political 

interests or personal interests in life.  
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5.3.2 Cultural Influences 

Cultural influences have also played a role in the decisions interviewees have made to be 

either involved or un-involved. Four interviewees directly stated that their level of involvement 

was due to the social makeup of Colombia. Out of these four interviewees, two have chosen to 

be previously involved due to their cultural interests, while the other two have chosen to remain 

un-involved also due to cultural interests. The two interviewees who became involved because of 

the Colombian culture sought to find out more about their homeland they had left at a young age. 

In addition, the two interviewees remaining un-involved because of cultural interests do so 

because they feel it would cause a negative effect in their lives if they became involved. 

Although Person 17 and Person 8 are no longer actively involved, both described their 

previous involvement interests specifically as that of culturally based. “Because of my 

background, I believe my interest started to grow and I wanted to know more [about 

Colombia]…” (Person 17). Person 17 conveyed a message to the researcher that due to moving 

to Sweden at a young age, she didn‟t know that much about the conflict and due to the interest to 

learn her homelands culture, her passion for involvement began to grow. Person 8 also described 

a cultural motivation as “I [became involved] because I saw injustice [on a visit to] Colombia, 

and it was depressing”. Person 8 also moved to Sweden at a very young age, and through cultural 

interests began traveling to his homeland to discover the culture, because of this, interest for 

involvement blossomed.  

A different kind of cultural motivation prevents Person 5 from involvement, as he described 

“I made the decision not to share my opinion because some [people] were really opposite 

thinking than I am, and they don‟t take critique in a good way, they think you are attacking 

them…so I keep my opinions quiet because I hate these reactions”. Culturally, all interviewees 

described the Colombian culture as bi-polarized in one way or another (as previously discussed) 

and through this, Person 5 has made the decision to remain un-involved due to the cultural bi-

polarity. The same bi-polarity was described by Person 11 within their family, as he stated of his 

two brothers, only one has an opinion on the conflict, and Person 11 and this brother hold very 

conflicting, bi-polarized views, and because of this, they avoid speaking about the conflict so 

that there is no tension between them. 
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5.3.3 Security  

A factor in un-involvement by interviewees was the worry of their personal security. Of the 

17 interviewees, 6 directly expressed their concerns over the matter of security if they were to 

become involved in the process, whether it was due to previous involvement by their family 

members, fears stemming from their previous lives in Colombia, or the stories they had heard 

and shared with the researcher of what had happened to other individuals who had been 

involved. In fact, security was often brought up rather quickly in the interview by the 

interviewee, whether it was in regards to their anonymity or the reasons they chose to be un-

involved.  

Person 1 described her concern over security fairly quickly in her interview by stating “[one 

must] be careful with what you say and what you‟re doing” in relation to any context of the 

Colombian Conflict. Person 1 also further stated her cause for un-involvement as “I don‟t think 

my [significant other] would be okay with me doing that…we have decided I shouldn‟t be 

involved like that and that I should keep a low profile when I‟m in Colombia, there is a worry by 

my [significant other] that I will be kidnapped…and so I don‟t think [involvement] would be 

good for my relationship”. Person 4 specifically stated “I‟m afraid of being involved…you might 

have issues if you try to go back to Colombia…if I wanted to go back something might happen, I 

have this fear of arriving in the airport…I fear something will happen to me”. Person 4 also 

stated the fears she had while living in Colombia and studying, that the army or guerilla would 

discover the school books in her backpack and label or hurt her because of that, ironically, 

Person 13 made the same exact statement and claiming the fear was because this happened 

before, not at universities but rather in cafes and diners, both interviewees lived in fear of this 

during their life in Colombia and it appears this fear has carried over to their lives in Sweden. 

Person 4 also stated more explicitly towards involvement “because of my background and 

having education, no matter what I say I would be labeled guerilla and so [involvement] not a 

good idea, I don‟t feel safe”.  

The two interviewees who previously stated that they were involved through human rights 

also expressed concerns over security if they were to be involved in a political way, as their 

families had deep histories in the conflict, and both families were victims in the conflict. Person 

10 stated their un-involvement besides the judicial case due to the fact that “my family has to no 
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longer be involved in politics, not because [we] don‟t want to but because [we] can‟t do it if [we] 

want to be safe, we have to basically [stop talking] and let everything go as it has always 

been…[although] our case in the judicial court is safe because it [is seen by] the international 

community”. Person 2 also could not have political involvement due to his family‟s history, as 

he stated “I must be in Sweden for my [family]…[and] I am not involved in anything politically 

because of my family history, if you have an opinion you‟re not only talking about that issue, but 

you‟re choosing a side, and then you become a target”. This statement by Person 2 shows not 

only hesitations for involvement by security concerns, but also furthers shows the bipolarity in 

the Colombian culture which causes additional hesitations, through the fear of being labeled on a 

side. 

Other interviewees expressed examples and stories of murders due to involvement by others, 

and they expressed their opinions and decisions to remain un-involved so that the same issue 

could not happen to them. Person 5 stated in addition to his cultural motivations for un-

involvement (see previous section) that “as long as I don‟t have a presence in speaking about 

Colombia or the Colombian issue, then I am safe, but if I was involved then there might be 

issues, people kill because they don‟t have the same opinions, if you were involved publically 

you might have a problem”. Person 7 expanded upon this problem with an example of a 

journalist in Colombia by stating “if you spoke out in a public way, you have a threat…they have 

done this before, even with a journalist, she said the truth in a funny way and they killed her!”. 

Person 7 stated and explained that as long as he was not involved, there was no threat to them, 

but also provided another example of a friend who received letters in the mail (in Colombia) 

about photographs this friend took, Person 7 explained these letters told his friend to not take 

pictures anymore, and Person 7 expressed surprise by this stating “nothing to do with writing or 

speaking out! Just pictures! People are always at risk!” Person 7 stated that he personally felt 

there was no risk to him because he remained strictly un-involved and so there would be no 

interest by either the FARC or government in him, however it seems that while these security 

examples given were examples from Colombia, this interviewee, as well as Person 4 and Person 

13 (about the school books) carry these security concerns over into their lives in Sweden. 

The concerns for secrecy and security, as previously mentioned, was a driving factor by 

many prospective interviewees who made the decision not to speak with the researcher about this 
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study. Taking into account that out of 39 prospective interviewees, only 17 participated and 

many of those contacted and spoken to expressed concerns of their personal security if they were 

to partake in this study it can be seen that security is an important factor to the Colombian 

diaspora members in Sweden. Through such, the researcher perceived that security was the top 

cause for un-involvement towards this study, further showing the impact security concerns has 

on the Colombian diaspora in Sweden. 

5.3.4 Exclusion 

In addition to interest, cultural, and security based motivation for interviewee‟s decisions to 

be involved or un-involved, five interviewees expressed in addition to their previous statements 

that they felt un-included in the peace process. These interviewees expressed they felt the FARC 

and the Colombian government would only do as they wished, without listening to any opinions 

besides their own, even if these interviewees were to become involved. 

Person 6 showed this through his statement “the people in charge of the process are not 

really in touch with anyone, they don‟t give the opportunity to participate”. Person 8, who was 

previously strongly involved in an NGO, stated “it is hard to have an impact on the players you 

should have an impact on…they‟re not listening, and that is the problem with the peace process 

now”.  In addition, Person 11 felt there was little he could do to be heard from Sweden and stated 

“I don‟t think there is anything I can do from Sweden, I would rather focus on [personal 

interests]”.  

Overall, the attitude among the five interviewees who expressed in one way or another that 

they felt excluded from the peace process affairs, felt that their involvement would not matter if 

they were to become active, and that no matter what, the FARC and Colombian government 

would not listen to them and would continue to do as they pleased.  

There are many causes for the involvement and/or un-involvement of the Colombian 

diaspora interviewees presented here, mainly the concerns of personal interests, cultural interests, 

personal security, as well as a feeling of exclusion from the peace process. 
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6.0 Analysis 
This chapter analyses the findings presented in Chapter 5.0, by use of the analytical frameworks 

presented in Chapter 2.0. 

6.1 Reactions towards Peace Negotiations 

This section will look specifically into the first research question presented in section 1.2, of 

„how do the Colombian diaspora members in Sweden feel towards the ongoing peace 

negotiation‟. In section 5.1.4, the specific numbers were given as to the positive and negative 

reactions of the interviewees. This research discovered that out of 17 interviewees, 12 had 

positive reactions towards the peace negotiations, while 5 had negative reactions.  

As will be explored further within this chapter, the findings show little activity and 

involvement among the interviewees, and through such, cannot classify any reactions by the 

Colombian diaspora members in Sweden as to advocating or spoiling behavior. The analytical 

framework provided by Shain and Aryasinha (2006) through their classification of advocating 

and spoiling behavior is a very distinct classification, of polarized behaviors, making the 

classification one or the other. While the findings present no involvements towards the peace 

process among the interviewees, this polarized distinction presented by Shain and Aryasinha 

(2006) is not pertinent to the case of the Colombian diaspora in Sweden, as their reactions are 

merely positive or negative, and not that of behavior set forth to promote or destruct the peace 

process of their homeland. As this case does not exhibit polarized behavior, as the definition by 

Shain and Aryasinha (2006) make, these findings show that not all classifications among 

diaspora members can be categorized by the definitions provided by Shain and Aryasinha 

(2006). This shows a need for a middle ground between the distinctions of spoiling/advocating 

behaviors by diasporas, as it can be the case, as shown through this case, that diasporas do not 

distinctly advocate or spoil their homelands peace process by the definition provided by Shain 

and Aryasinha (2006). 

In comparison with a UNHCR poll from Colombia, it seems as though the reactions given 

by the Colombian diaspora in Sweden fit along with the reactions given by Colombians living in 

their homeland. UNHCR quoted in 2012 through a poll that 77% of Colombians were supportive 

of the peace process, while 41% remained not supportive of the peace process (Alsema, 2012).  
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Interestingly to note, it seems that these figures of supporters and non-supporters are relatively 

similar, despite the location of the Colombian, whether they have the „inside‟ Colombia 

perspective, or the perspective of the Colombian conflict from the outside. 

In conclusion, it can be seen that the answer to research question #1 in section 1.2 is that the 

Colombian diaspora members in Sweden exhibit a higher ratio of positive reactions than 

negative reactions, as out of 17 interviewees, 12 were positive and 5 were negative towards the 

peace process.  

6.2 Involvement 

This section will look specifically into the involvement the Colombian diaspora members in 

Sweden exert towards the peace process, in order to answer the second research question in 

section 1.2, „how is the Colombian diaspora member in Sweden involved in the peace process‟. 

This section will first look into the activeness of the Colombian diaspora members, and then the 

second section will look into the types of involvements Colombian diaspora members exert. 

6.2.1 Activeness 

In accordance with the first analytical framework presented in section 2.2.1.2, the diaspora 

member‟s activeness can be broken down into three classifications: core, passive, and silent 

members.  

By classification of this study‟s findings in section 5.2, this study has found that none of the 

Colombian diaspora members in Sweden are core members in activeness towards the peace 

negotiations, 70% of the Colombian diaspora members in Sweden are passive members in 

activeness towards the peace negotiations, and 30% of Colombian diaspora members in Sweden 

are silent members towards the peace negotiations. While these percentages are taken from the 

small sample of interviews conducted by this study, this shows that a relatively high number of 

Colombian diasporas in Sweden are passive members, a lower number are silent members, and 

very few are core members.  

As the highest percentage among these three classifications is passive, this would lead the 

conclusion towards the idea that the Colombian diaspora in Sweden feel they have little at risk in 

the negotiations, as they‟re not actively taking part. However, this study has found quite the 

opposite through the reasons for involvement/un-involvement the Colombian diaspora members 
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in Sweden have exhibited. As will be classified further in the analysis, the security concerns 

presented by the interviewees are that of need-based, showing a great concern over personal 

security. This need for personal security fulfillment has been created by the Colombian conflict, 

and through the reactions by the interviewees seems as though despite living outside of 

Colombia, personal security threats are still very real to them. Therefore, although most 

Colombian diaspora members in Sweden are passive, leading towards the idea that there is 

nothing at risk for them in the negotiations, quite the opposite is the presented reality through 

involvement/un-involvement motivations, as it seems there are at the very least concerns over 

personal security at risk. Interestingly enough, upon the completion of this study, the researcher 

has found another example of this behavior, taken from the Colombian diaspora in the UK and 

Spain (Bermudez 2011), and would like to point here to the limitations presented in that study 

found in section 6.4, as an expansion upon this contradiction between involvement level and 

risks in the negotiations.  

In addition, the results show that there are very few core members present out of the 

Colombian diaspora members in Sweden. While this study‟s findings shows 0% as the 

percentage of core members of the Colombian diaspora members in Sweden, the researcher 

would like to present here again what has been previously explored in section 5.2.5, that this 

study has had contact and interviewed individuals who were previously core members through 

their organizing and high involvement in NGO‟s relating to their homeland affairs (which 

currently include the peace negotiations), and through this, the researcher has also been in 

contact with the current core members of these organizations, although they have chosen not to 

respond to any questions presented by this research for unknown reasons. So, this research keeps 

in mind that while the findings present 0% as the number of core members in the Colombian 

diaspora members in Sweden, consideration must be given that this study has had contact with 

members who were previously considered core members, and that core members of the 

Colombian diasporas in Sweden are in existence, as this research has had contact with them, 

although they chose not to partake in this study. 

In conclusion, the classifications shown through the first analytical framework presented in 

section 2.2.1.2 show that the majority of Colombian diaspora members in Sweden remain 

generally un-involved in relation to peace negotiation affairs. In addition, a lower number of 
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Colombian diaspora members in Sweden remain completely un-involved, while the lowest 

number of Colombian diaspora members in Sweden are the organizing elites, highly involved in 

affairs relating towards the peace negotiations. This conclusion provides the beginning of an 

answer to the second research question presented in section 1.2. 

6.2.2 Types of Involvements 

The analysis here further supports the analysis shown just above in section 6.2.1, as in that 

section the Colombian diaspora in Sweden was found to be generally un-involved in affairs 

relating to the peace negotiations. By classifying the involvement types the Colombian diaspora 

members in Sweden partake in, it can be seen that involvement levels are low, as this research 

found no direct economical involvement, 5 interviewees out of 17 have political involvement, 

and only 1 interviewee exhibiting social involvement.  

Interestingly enough, while a low number of interviewees partook in this study, an even 

lower number take part in any type of influence towards their homeland. Generally, this means 

that the Colombian diaspora in Sweden is rather un-involved in relation to their homeland 

affairs, and that the chances are higher for a Colombian diaspora member in Sweden to be 

politically active than any other type of activeness a diaspora can exert. 

In comparison with Anastasia Bermudez‟s 2011 work, presented in the section below, it is 

interesting to note as Bermudez has found involvements of the political type mainly come from 

Colombian refugee‟s, this study found the same. The two interviewees involved in politics 

beyond voting were refugees, and they were working towards human rights. In comparison to a 

larger Colombian diaspora in the USA, a different type of involvement takes place in Sweden, as 

Colombian diaspora members in Sweden mainly exert involvement through political means, 

while in the case of the Colombian diaspora members in the USA, economical means are used as 

the sole exertion of involvement (Guarnizo & Diaz, 1999).  

While it seems as though migration of Colombians takes place due to direct and indirect 

influences of the conflict, the push-factor of better economical situations is not reflected by the 

economic involvements a Colombian diaspora member in Sweden has, as it appears has been the 

case with the Colombian diaspora members in the USA (as seen in section 6.4). It seems as 
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though in this particular case, the Colombian diaspora members in Sweden are not economically 

active, but more politically active. 

With the large ratio of the Colombian diaspora members in Sweden interviewed being un-

involved, it can be seen through this small sample taken from the population of Colombian 

diaspora members in Sweden that it is more likely a Colombian diaspora member in Sweden is 

un-involved as opposed to being involved. Through this, it could be concluded that based upon 

this study‟s findings, generally the overall population of Colombian diasporas in Sweden is 

rather un-involved, with a low percentage of Colombian diaspora members having involvement. 

Further conclusion based off of this analysis of the study‟s findings could show involvements felt 

by the peace process from the Colombian diaspora members in Sweden are very little to non-

existent, and mainly in the form of political means. 

In conclusion, the second research question in section 1.2 can be answered through the 

analyzed findings that there is a general low involvement by the Colombian diaspora members in 

Sweden, as most have chosen to remain passive (as seen in section 6.2.1) and that those having 

involvements are involved through mainly political means, in addition to social means. 

6.3 Reasons for Involvement/Un-involvement 

The analysis in this section will classify the findings presented in section 5.3 in order to 

provide an answer for the third research question in section 1.2 of „why is the Colombian 

diaspora in Sweden involved or not involved in the peace process‟.  

6.3.1 Interests 

As the findings in section 5.3.1 show, nine interviewees were either involved or un-involved 

due to reasons of interest motivations, among personal or political interests, making the 

percentage of interest-based motivations for involvement or un-involvement 53%.  Of the three 

classifications provided by this analysis of motivations for involvement and/or un-involvement 

(section 6.3 as a whole), interests holds the most responses, be they political or personal 

interests, as 53% of the reasons given to this study for involvement or un-involvement were of 

interest-based motives.  

With interest-based reactions as the motives of why most of the Colombian diaspora 

members in Sweden have chosen to be involved and/or un-involved, their involvements and/or 



 

Page | 52  

 

un-involvements hold the possibility to be changed easier than any other classification in this 

section 6.3. As seen in section 2.2.2, interest-based reactions are most negotiable, and therefore 

these motivations can be altered. With the possibility for changes of reactions towards 

involvement levels, changes in the political make-up, changes from the peace negotiations, and 

changes within economic and personal interests to the interviewees hold the possibility to change 

their involvement levels. So it can be seen that while the majority of the Colombian diaspora 

members in Sweden appear rather inactive, the possibility remains that with changes politically, 

economically, socially, or personally, changes may also be made to the number of active 

Colombian diaspora members in Sweden.  

Additionally interesting to note, is that the academia research in section 2.1.2 shows that 

with the increase of globalization, and ease of transport of ideas and finances, interest-based 

diaspora activity has increased, although this study has discovered that such does not appear to 

be the case among the Colombian diaspora members in Sweden. As they remain rather passive, 

and their interest-based motivations are that of personal and political, the increase of activity 

with the ease of globalization is not distinctly shown in this case. Although a comparison to the 

Colombian diaspora in Sweden before globalization is not available, the lack of involvement and 

activeness among the Colombian diaspora in Sweden points to that the ease of globalization has 

not affected their involvements, or motivations for involvements of the Colombian diaspora 

members in Sweden. Additionally seen in section 2.1, a diasporas motivation for involvement 

can be based upon political and personal interests, this idea is further supported by this study, as 

this was found to be the main source of motivation behind the Colombian diaspora members in 

Sweden‟s motivation. 

6.3.2 Values 

The classification of value-based motivations for involvements and/or un-involvements by 

the Colombian diaspora members in Sweden has received 12% of this study‟s interviewee‟s 

responses. The reactions for the value based reasons for involvement or un-involvement are due 

to cultural attributes, as explored in section 5.3.2.  

As two of the interviewees have stated their reasons for involvement or un-involvement are 

due to reasons of cultural motivations, which can be classified as value-based motives, 12% of 

the reasons given by Colombian diaspora members in Sweden can be said to be value based. 
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Additionally, two other interviewees who accounted mainly their reasons as interest based 

(shown in section 5.3.1 and 6.3.1) have also noted culturally based motives, creating an 

additional optional 12%; although for this research‟s purpose, this additional 12% remains out of 

the overall percentages allotted to the three different classification presented in section 6.3, and 

rather is stated here as an interesting point that additional interviewees expressed cultural 

motivations in addition to their main reason of interest-based motivations.  

As value based reactions are not easily changeable, these motivations and reasons for 

involvement/un-involvement are rather non-negotiable, as they can change with time, but rarely 

immediately. Overall, with a 12% reaction as the reason for involvement or un-involvement in 

affairs relating to the peace process, it can be shown that a relatively low number of Colombian 

diaspora members in Sweden are involved or un-involved due to value-based reasons. 

In the literature debates upon diasporas, and their ties and communities in their host-states, it 

is shown in section 2.1 that usually diasporas attempt to have ties as groups within their host-

states, upon organizational levels and also personal levels, to collectively hold and exert 

influence, if not for the mere means of solidifying identity. Comparatively, it can be seen in the 

case of the Colombian diaspora in Sweden that this is not the case, as the fear among 

interviewees of bi-polarity (expressed by all interviewees in one way or another) keeps many 

Colombian diaspora in Sweden from creating a personal network with other diasporas in their 

host-state, for fear of what other Colombian diasporas may be involved in. While there are 

organizations established and in use in Sweden for and by the Colombian diaspora, it has been 

presented by the interviewees to this study that they mainly keep to themselves, for fear of the bi-

polarity. This presents that diasporas do not always act in the manners shown through diaspora 

academia, as this case of the Colombian diaspora in Sweden do not act in the manners shown in 

the literature review. 

6.3.3 Needs 

As shown in section 2.2.2, Burton (1990) provides the rational that all human-beings have 

needs. 35% of the interviewees to this study gave the reason for their personal needs as a 

motivation for their direct un-involvement in the peace process. 
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 All 6 interviewees shown in section 5.3.3 were uninvolved, and all 6 interviewees stated 

security as the reason for their un-involvement, or the reason for their un-involvement further 

than what they were currently partaking in. These interviewees felt that if they were to become 

involved in any way further than what they were doing, that they would face the threat of their 

own personal-security, and so due to this, they remained as they were.  

Overall, 35% of the responses by the Colombian diaspora members in Sweden stated 

motivations of need-based reasons for their un-involvement in affairs relating to the peace 

process. This shows that 35% of those interviewed would not be willing to change their 

involvement level, as need-based-motivations are not negotiable, as they are what is needed for 

the human being to survive. Therefore, the study has discovered a rather stable 35% of the 

interviewees would not change their involvement levels. 

As seen in the literature debate presented in section 2.1.1, identity usually plays a strong 

motivation in a diasporas decision to be involved or un-involved in their homeland affairs, this 

case of the Colombian diaspora in Sweden presents differently, as while identity is a need-based 

motivation, the need-based motivation exhibited by the Colombian diaspora is that of personal 

security. This, again, shows that the case of the Colombian diaspora in Sweden differs from the 

academia provided over diasporas. 

Interesting to note here is that the two interviewees who were involved in human rights 

chose to be involved in human rights due to personal and political interests originally, but that 

their exclusion of involvement in any further activities towards the peace process was due to 

security reasons. Due to this, while these interviewees have exerted involvements by interest-

based motivations, their strong message of desire to be further involved in the peace process, but 

inability due to personal security places them in this category, as opposed to the placement in the 

category presented in section 6.3.1. Their strong desire for involvements beyond human rights 

activism, the way they have been involved, but inability to do so because of a threat to personal 

security shows that the main motivation here for their involvement-level is due to the threat of 

personal security.  
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6.3.4 Conclusions 

As can be concluded in section 6.3, the three classifications for showing why Colombian 

diaspora members in Sweden react as they do provides an overall sense of motivations behind 

their involvement levels towards the peace process. 53% of motivations towards involvement 

and/or un-involvement towards the peace process can be seen as interest-based, 35% of 

motivations for involvement or un-involvement come from a need-based motivation by the 

Colombian diaspora members in Sweden, and 12% of motivations by the Colombian diaspora 

members were that of value-based, showing that the lowest percentage of motivations for 

involvement and/or un-involvement was based upon values.  The classification of these findings 

into these three sections show the conclusive answer for the third research question in section 

1.2, as the reasons for why the Colombian diaspora in Sweden is involved or is not involved in 

the peace process. Additionally, it can be seen that the case of the Colombian diaspora in 

Sweden‟s motivations for involvement/un-involvement differ in some ways from those provided 

by the academia research in existence over diasporas. 

6.4 In Relation to Previous Studies 

Upon the completion of this study, the researcher found two articles on the Colombian 

Diaspora. One study took place in the UK and Spain, looking at types of involvements by 

Colombian diaspora members there (Bermudez 2011) and the other took place in Colombia, and 

looked at migration to the United States of America and types of involvements taking place 

between the Colombian diaspora in the USA and Colombia (Guarnizo & Diaz 1999). The 

researcher was quite surprised by the existence of these study‟s, as well as the study‟s findings, 

and so the decision was made to include this as an additive to the study here. The inclusion of 

this short section which shows a brief comparison and similarities between this study findings to 

those of Anastasia Bermudez‟s 2011, and Luis Guarnizo and Luz Diaz‟s 1990 study and is added 

here simply as an interesting discussion point, as the researcher found the existence of this study 

shocking and intriguing, since the Colombian diaspora population in the UK and Spain is 

significantly higher than in Sweden, and the USA as the largest Colombian diaspora population 

besides Venezuela. 

Anastasia Bermudez‟s study The ‘Diaspora Politics’ of Colombian Migrants in the UK and 

Spain (2011) notes within the findings of the study conducted in the United Kingdom and Spain 
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that there are active Colombian diaspora members in these countries, but that overall there are 

limitations in the Colombian diasporas activeness in these countries identified by the research. 

Bermudez noted first that only a minor few Colombians are getting involved, as most of the 

respondents to that study were not interested in playing a large role, and interestingly enough to 

note those who were involved, in a minor manner, tended to be refugees (2011, 136). Notations 

further on this concept stated that those diasporas migrating for non-political reasons tended to 

have extremely low levels of involvement, and sometimes these diasporas were critical of those 

involvement works (2011, 136). Bermudez noted a second limitation to Colombian diasporas in 

the UK and Spain as a problem of fear, distrust and division among the diasporas, and Bermudez 

described this as having shaped from the fragmentation and mistrust caused to Colombians by 

the drug trade and armed conflict (2011, 137). Further noted upon this finding, Bermudez 

explains that some Colombian diasporas mentioned that they kept to themselves, mixing with 

only very few other Colombians who were close friends and relatives, for fear of not knowing 

what other Colombians might be involved in, and so they avoided other Colombians in their 

host-states completely (2011, 137). 

The findings of the study conducted in the UK and Spain are interesting to note in addition 

to the findings of this study, as these limitations presented by Bermudez (2011), which take place 

in the UK and Spain, seem to also be taking place here in Sweden. As the findings previously 

described show, the most involved Colombian Diaspora members in Sweden, partaking in this 

study, are those who have been political refugees from Colombia. In addition, other interviewees 

describe keeping their opinions close to themselves and their few friends, for fear of the reaction 

of others, as well as the hesitations shown by one interviewee who explained to the researcher 

that had the researcher spoken Spanish, the interviewee would not have participated, for fear of 

what the researcher was really doing, and looking into. It seems just as there is a mistrust, fear, 

and un-involvement by those Colombian Diasporas living in the UK and Spain, it can be seen 

that this study presents findings quite similar. 

Found within Guarnizo and Diaz‟s 1999 work, a quick summary of their findings includes 

that the Colombian diaspora actively involved between the USA and Colombia, exhibited the 

strongest economical influence, rather than social or political (1999, 405). In fact, most 

Colombian diaspora members speaking to this 1999 work showed that they didn‟t know what 
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political means could be used for influence, and that social influence was rather used to group 

diaspora members together in their host-state of the USA (Guarnizo & Diaz 1999, 410-412). The 

economical means used were those mainly of remittances (Guarnizo & Diaz 1999, 408). 

Interestingly to compare with the findings of this study, quite the opposite is the reality, as this 

study found no economical influence, and rather means of political influence. 
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7.0 Conclusions 
In conclusion, this study has discovered that there are more positive than negative reactions 

towards the peace process from the Colombian diaspora in Sweden, that the Colombian diaspora 

members in Sweden are generally un-involved in the peace process affairs of their homeland, 

remain mainly passive towards involvements, and have the involvement levels that they do 

because of mainly interest-based motivations, as well as needs-based motivations. This is a 

conclusive summary of the study‟s results. Through these answers, this study has filled the 

missing gap of research over the Colombian diaspora in Sweden, and provided knowledge to the 

gap over the Colombian diaspora located in smaller populated states, as well as to the general 

discussion of diasporas located in smaller populated states. 

This study provides a missing piece in a larger discussion, that of the Colombian diaspora 

and the way these diaspora members are involved towards their homeland. While this study 

looked specifically into the involvements towards the ongoing peace process, a comparison with 

the two previous studies in section 6.4 is relevant, as they look into the general affairs of the 

Colombian diaspora members towards their homeland. This study, over the Colombian diaspora 

in Sweden, shows that generalizations between diaspora in largely populated states and in 

smaller populated states is not valid, and that there remains the possibility that reactions and 

involvements differ between a largely populated diaspora state, and a smaller populated diaspora 

state. As in the case of the Colombian diaspora in the USA, political involvements were not 

used, and rather all involvements came economically (Guarnizo & Diaz 1999: 408, 410-412). 

This is quite opposite to this study of the Colombian diaspora in Sweden, as mainly political 

involvements were discovered and no economical involvements were shown to take place. 

However, in comparison with other European host-states to the Colombian diaspora, the 

Colombian diaspora in Sweden have many similarities to those in the UK and Spain, through the 

similar behavior of little involvements found, those involvements found mainly by refugees, and 

the security and bi-polarized concerns expressed by the diasporas (Bermudez 2011) it can be 

seen that the diaspora in the UK, Spain, and Sweden do act similarly.  
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While this study fills the gap over research of Colombian diaspora members in smaller 

populated states, by focusing upon Sweden, it seems this case presents differences and 

similarities to the two other studies discovered over the Colombian diaspora in larger populated 

states. Through this, additional research of the Colombian diaspora in smaller populated states is 

needed in the future to further understand if this is an isolated case of the Colombian diaspora in 

Sweden, or if the differences between larger populated states and smaller populated states can be 

found as prominent. The possibility also remains that the European host-states with Colombian 

diaspora having similar results can be geographical, and so further research over large and small 

Colombian diaspora populated states around the world is needed to help solidify the case of the 

Colombian diaspora, as it can be seen through these findings that generalizations cannot be made 

between the large and small Colombian diaspora populated states. 

In conclusion, this Master thesis study fills the gap of the Colombian diaspora interests, 

involvements and reactions from a small populated state by looking into the specific case of the 

Colombian diaspora in Sweden. It can be seen that these Colombian diaspora members in 

Sweden are generally positive towards their homelands peace negotiations, generally un-

involved towards such, rather passive towards homeland affairs, and mainly motivated by 

interest-based and need-based reactions.  
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Interviewee References 
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33/Female 
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April 27, 2013 
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May 7, 2013 

May 8, 2013 

May 8, 2013 

May 9, 2013 

May 9, 2013 

May 9, 2013 

May 9, 2013 

May 10, 2013 

May 11, 2013 

 

 

Interview Type 

In Person 

Skype 

Skype 

In Person 

In Person 

In Person 

In Person 

In Person 

Skype 

Skype 

Skype 

Questionnaire 

Questionnaire 

Questionnaire 

Questionnaire 

Questionnaire 

Questionnaire
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Appendix  
The appendix‟s provided here are for clarity purposes of the field-work conducted, through 

display of the interview guide used for semi-structured interviews, as well as both the 

questionnaires distributed in English and in Spanish. 

Appendix I 

Interview Guide for Semi-Structured Interviews 

Name and age. 

Would you mind telling me a little about your family? Where is everyone located? 

What do your parents do? 

What do you do here in Sweden?  

When did you come to Sweden? 

Why did you come to Sweden? 

Do you ever visit Colombia? (how often?) 

Could you tell me about Colombia?  

How do you stay informed about what‟s going on in Colombia? 

Do you feel you still have a connection to Colombia: do you stay informed by people living 

there? 

How do you stay informed about the peace process? 

How do you feel towards the ongoing conflict in Colombia? 

How do you feel towards the Peace Process? 

Are the peace negotiations important to you? (how so?) 

Are you involved in the Peace Process? 
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Yes: 

How are you involved in the Peace Process? 

What made you decide to be involved? 

Do you feel it is important to be involved? 

What do you feel you can change by being involved? 

No: 

What made you decide to not be involved? 

Do you feel there are ways to be involved? 

What do you feel you would need to be involved? 

Do you feel you could make a change if you were involved? 

Do you feel the distance you live from Colombia affects how you are involved? 

Do you feel you have an influence over the peace process? (How so?) 

Do you feel the peace negotiations will be successful? 

What makes you feel that way? 

How do you feel the Peace Process will influence you? 

How do you feel the Peace Process will influence Colombia? 

Is there anything else you would like to tell me?  
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Appendix II 

English Questionnaire 

First, we have questions about you, and then about the negotiations.  

Please take as much space to answer as you would like! 

What is your name, and what is your age? 

Would you tell me about your family? (do you have brothers, sisters, parents) 

Where is everyone in your family living?  

What do your parents do? 

What do you do here in Sweden?  

When did you come to Sweden? 

What was the reason you came to Sweden? 

Have you visited Colombia since you came here? (if yes-when?) 

Could you tell me about Colombia? (what is the food like? What things do you like?) 

How do you stay informed about what happens in Colombia? Is there a media you 

follow? 

Do you still feel connected to Colombia?  

How do you stay informed about the Peace Negotiations? 

About the Negotiations: 

How do you feel towards the conflict in Colombia? 

How do you feel towards the peace negotiations in Colombia? 

Are the peace negotiations important to you? (if yes-how so?)  

Are you involved in the Peace Negotiations?  

(through sending money, or speaking about it to media or publically, or voting, or sending ideas 

to Colombia, or any means you see as involved in the peace negotiations…) 

Yes: 

How are you involved in the Peace Process? 

What made you decide to be involved? 
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Do you feel it is important to be involved? 

What do you feel you can change by being involved? 

No: 

What made you decide to not be involved? 

Do you feel there are ways to be involved? 

What do you feel you would need to be involved? 

Do you feel you could make a change if you were involved? 

Do you feel the distance you live from Colombia affects how you are involved? 

Do you feel you have an influence over the peace process? (how?) 

Do you feel the peace negotiations will be successful? 

What makes you feel that way? 

Do you feel the peace process will influence Colombia? 

Do you feel the peace process will influence you? 

 Is there anything else you would like to tell me? 

Thank you, for taking the time to show your thoughts and feelings about the Colombia Peace 

Process… 

If there is anything else you wish to express or say, you‟re welcome to contact me! 
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Appendix III 

Spanish Questionnaire 

Gracias por participar en este estudio y por responder a estas preguntas. Puede responder en 

cualquier de estos idiomas: Inglés, Sueco o Español. Si tiene preguntas, dudas o reflexiones, por 

favor contactarme. 

Preguntas personales 

1) Quiere ser anónimo? 

Si___ 

No___ 

2) Como se llama? 

3) Cuantos años tiene? 

4) Situación familiar (Tiene usted hermanos/hermanas, papas etc.) 

5) En dónde vive su familia? 

6) Qué hacen sus papas? 

7) Qué hace usted aquí en Suecia? 

8) Cuando llegó a Suecia? 

9) Cuál fue la razón de su llegada a Suecia? 

10) Ha visitado Colombia desde su llegada a Suecia? (Sí? Entonces, cuándo?) 

11) Puede informarme sobre Colombia?  

12) Cuáles son las posibilidades para poder  obtener  información sobre la situación 

Colombiana? Hay medios de comunicación que puede seguir? 

13) Tiene todavía relación con Colombia? 
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14) Cómo sigue las negociaciones de paz desde Suecia? 

Preguntas sobre las negociaciones: 

1) Cómo se siente con respecto al conflicto en Colombia? 

2) Cómo se siente con respecto a las negociaciones de paz en Colombia? 

3) Las negociaciones son importantes para usted? (Sí? Cuáles son las maneras de la 

importancia? 

4) Esta comprometido/-a en las negociaciones de paz en Colombia?   

Ejerce alguna actividad dirigida a apoyar el proceso  de paz? por ejemplo: Incidencia política, 

participación en las elecciones colombianas, participa de debates con gente en Colombia o con 

colombianos en el exterior, apoyo económico presta apoyo a alguna organización colombiana 

qué trabaje con el tema de la paz ? 

Si su respuesta es positiva responda las siguientes preguntas  

 De qué manera  está involucrado(a) en el proceso de paz? 

 Cuál es la razón por la que participa? 

 Piensas que es importante su participación  en  el proceso de paz? 

 Porqué es importante tu participación  y la de otros Colombianos en el proceso de paz? 

Si su respuesta es negativa  responda las siguientes preguntas 

 Porque decidió no participar del proceso de paz? 

 Siente que hay canales de participación que le permiten involucrase en el proceso de paz? 

 Qué piensa se necesitaría para que usted pueda participar del proceso de paz. 

 Cree usted que su participación en el proceso de paz haría diferencia? 

5) Piensa  que el hecho de vivir en el exterior afecta su compromiso y participación en el 

proceso de paz? 
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6) Cree usted que su participación  tiene  impacto sobre el proceso del paz colombiano? Que 

tipo de impacto? 

7) Cree usted que las negociaciones de paz van a ser exitosas?  Porqué piensa así? 

8) Cree que el proceso del paz va a  generar cambios en Colombia? Qué tipo de cambios? 

9) Cree que el proceso del paz  generara cambios en su vida personal? Qué tipo de cambios. 

10) Hay otros aspectos o  comentarios que usted considere relevantes para mi investigación? 

Muchas gracias por su esfuerzo y por compartir sus reflexiones sobre el proceso de paz 

colombiano. Por favor contácteme si tienen preguntas y comentarios. 


