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Abstract 
 

The Casamance conflict for decades has been unable to produce a sustained peace 

settlement. This project utilised among others, the relative deprivation and basic human needs 

satisfaction theories respectively and concludes that the conflict is underpinned by relative 

deprivation, strongly felt and driven by the elite group. Both the current phase as well as in 

the past, the conflict has been driven and to an extent manipulated by these elite, motivated 

by self-empowerment. Masked under the struggle of a relatively deprived masses into 

collective violence, seeded in a classic social conflict of a type rooted in stereotyping, 

marginalisation and underdevelopment, primarily driven by basic human needs 

dissatisfaction expressed in terms of the levels of poverty.  

 

These stemmed in part from the colonial pass which set into motion the continuous 

suppression and segregation of the Casamance region. In particular, of the Diola ethnic 

identity thus, the conflict’s ethno nationalists dimension. This research presents a deprivation 

approach strategy to peace making, which among other factors includes addressing the 

socioeconomic and political causes of the conflict and also one that underscores the relevance 

of a credible third party involvement to resolving the dispute between a fractured MFDC and 

a reluctant Government of Senegal.   
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Country Data – [Selected] 
 

Population  

 

13,300,410 (July 2013 est.) 

 

 

 

Ethnic Identity Groups  

 

Wolof 43.3%, Pular 23.8%, Serer 14.7%, 

Diola 3.7%, Mandinka 3%, Soninke 1.1%, 

European and Lebanese 1%, other 9.4% 

 

Languages  

 

French (official), Wolof, Pulaar, Diola, 

Mandinka 

 

 

Religions  

 

Muslim 94%, Christian 5% (mostly Roman 

Catholic), indigenous beliefs 1% 

 

Unemployment 

 

48% (2007 est.) 

 

Labour Force – by occupation  

Agriculture -77.5% 

Service – 22.5% (2007 est.) 

 

 

GDP per capita (PPP) 

 

$1.900 (2012 est.) 

$2000 (2010 & 2011 est.) 

 

 

GDP real growth rate 

3.7% (2012 est.) 

2.6% (2011 est.) 

4.1% (2010 est.) 

 

Debt - external  

$4.117 billion (Dec. 2012 est.) 

$4.068 billion (Dec 2011 est.) 

Budget (surplus/deficit) -5.8% of GDP (2012 est.) 

Extracted from (CIA, 2013) 

 

HDI ranking 

 

154 

 

In (%) 
 
Year  Low-human 

development 

Sub-

Saharan 

Africa 

World 

2012  0.466  0.475  0.694  

 

 

Multidimensional poverty index 

 

0.439% 

 

MPI: Intensity of deprivation 

 

58.9% 

 

MPI: Headcount, percentage of population in 

Multidimensional poverty  

 

74.4% 

 

MPI: Population living below $1.25 PPP per 

day  

 

33.5% 

Extracted from (UNDP 2013, and HDI report 2013:15) 
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The data above shows that Senegal registered a low development index, where 

significant percentages are living below the poverty line of $1.25 per day. According to 

Douma (2006:60) the sub Saharan Africa is characteristic of endemic inequality and poverty, 

marked with the existence of huge gaps between small elite groups, an embryonic middle 

class and impoverished masses of urban poor and peasants of which Senegal is a part.   

The macro economic data relevant to Casamance is amassed in the aggregate data 

for Senegal as a whole. Thus, it is difficult for this thesis to reach/provide specific regional 

data/information on absolute differences on GDP/HDI, education and health etc. 
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Chapter 1 Introduction  

1.1 Background 

 

“The political exclusion of specific communities and ethnic groups in 

relation to shared group perception of deprivation that results from 

political decision making has become an explosive cocktail that 

underlies conflicts in the African continent” (Douma, 2006:1). 

  The Republic of Senegal, a former French colony until 1960 is largely healed a model 

democracy in Africa (BBCnewsAfrica, 2012). Despite the renowned democratic practice and 

stability in the northern part, there is a longstanding and on-going conflict in its southern 

province of Casamance. Hence, Senegal is host to contemporary Africa's longest war, 34 

years since it began to date (Châtelot, 2012), part of a string of postcolonial civil wars in 

Africa (Fall, 2010:4). The Casamance region is an area flanked by The Gambia and Guinea 

Bissau, yet part of the national territory and sovereignty of Senegal. The rising regionalist 

sentiments, the student riots for better conditions and the general state of underdevelopment 

among a multitude of factors brought about in December 1982, the beginning of violent 

campaigns led by the Movement des Forces Democratique de la Casamance (MFDC) for an 

independent Casamance (ibid:16).  

Thus, the conflict is a government versus insurgency type, involving a number of 

actors with conditions suitable for a predatory type economy often profited by a few while, 

the majority lack voice in the development of their society (Rubin, 2000:1789). The conflict 

which enters its fourth decade is classed by the ICRC as among conflicts that received both 

low media focus and international attention and categorised as protracted, low intensity and 

forgotten conflict (West Africa Democracy Radio.org, 2011). The Uppsala Conflict Data 

Program (UCDP) stated that “since 1946 Senegal has experienced the intrastate, non-state
1
 

and one-sided
2
 categories of UCDP organised violence” (Uppsala Conflict Data Program). 

Classified as a territorial conflict, it is listed among 37 active armed conflicts in 2011, of 

                                                           
1
 The use of armed force between two organised armed groups, neither of which is the government of a state, 

which results in at least 25 battle-related deaths in a year. 

2
 The use of armed force by the government of a state or by a formally organised group against civilians which 

results in at least 25 deaths in a year (http://www.pcr.uu.se/research/ucdp/definitions/#Negotiation). 

http://www.pcr.uu.se/research/ucdp/definitions/#Armed_force__use_of
http://www.pcr.uu.se/research/ucdp/definitions/#Government_2
http://www.pcr.uu.se/research/ucdp/definitions/#State
http://www.pcr.uu.se/research/ucdp/definitions/#Battle-related_deaths
http://www.pcr.uu.se/research/ucdp/definitions/#Armed_force__use_of
http://www.pcr.uu.se/research/ucdp/definitions/#Government_2
http://www.pcr.uu.se/research/ucdp/definitions/#State
http://www.pcr.uu.se/research/ucdp/definitions/#Negotiation
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which 15 where within the African continent, part of 248 active armed conflicts between the 

periods 1946-2011 (UCDP, 2013). In addition, the conflict is also classed ethno nationalist
3
, 

instigated and led largely by the Diola
4
 led MFDC organisation. The Diola ethnic identity 

group is consider at risk by the Minorities at risk project
5
 (Minorities at risk, 2006 and 

Conteh-Morgan, 2004:205). The MAR asserted that the Diola ethnic identity group continued 

to suffer marginalisation and moderate repression failing to integrate within the socio-

political and economic realm of Senegal (Minorities at Risk project, 2009).  

Thus, the MFDC led conflict continued, utilising low technology and low intensity 

warfare with irregular troops against the Senegalese government. The Ethno 

nationalists/separatists group asserted that “the Senegalese state has opposed its sovereignty 

and territorial integrity, inherited at its independence” (Africanews.com, 2012). The intensity 

of the conflict extends beyond the loss of lives, the suffering that continued to befell the 

people of Casamance, triggering the continuous exodus of many thousands into Guinea 

Bissau and The Gambia as refugees. While figures differ, Casamance itself is host to a large 

internally displaced population estimated well over 60,000 (Evans, 2004:4, and 2007:64). 

More recent data suggests between 10,000 and 40,000 in 2012 (CIA, 2013). Casamance has 

an estimated population total of 1.4 million (IRINnews, 2009a), of which the conflict has 

claimed between 3000 to 5000 lives (Evans, 2004:4). The BBC reported that “Senegal's 

National Centre for Anti-mine Action, confirmed 614 people were injured by landmines 

between 1988 and 2011 and 173 people were killed and counting, the most up-to-date 

explosion killed 2 in February 2013 (BBCnewsAfrica, 2013). 

Furthermore, the conflict presents particular issues among them the regional 

dimension, the geopolitical and security interest of The Gambia and Guinea Bissau, their 

alleged roles in the war efforts of the MFDC for an independent Casamance, by facilitating 

                                                           
3
 These are regionally concentrated peoples with a history of organized political autonomy with their own state, 

traditional ruler, or regional government, who have supported political movements for autonomy at some time 

since 1945 (http://www.cidcm.umd.edu/mar/assessments.asp?regionId=6). 

4
 A majority ethnic identity group in Casamance, with an estimated population of 60%, however, only 

constitutes 5% of the national total, part of a 17 strong ethnic identity groupings within Senegal (Fall, 2010:7-8). 

5
 The MAR project currently maintains data on 283 politically active ethnic groups. The centrepiece of the 

project is a dataset that tracks groups on political, economic, and cultural dimensions. The project also maintains 

analytic summaries of group histories, risk assessments, and group chronologies for each group in the dataset  

(http://www.cidcm.umd.edu/mar/). 

http://www.cidcm.umd.edu/mar/assessments.asp?regionId=6
http://www.cidcm.umd.edu/mar/
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and/ or providing logistical and other forms of support including, allowing for cross border 

attacks as well as provides insurgent safe heavens. Another factor and of significance is the 

positioning of The Gambia within Senegal, “… almost cutting Senegal in two, accentuating 

the sense of physical and cultural differences between north and south” (Châtelot, 2012).  

For years, regular forces of the national army continuously carried out mopping 

operations in an attempt to curb the violence. Thus, in the process, both parties have 

committed notable human rights violations (Amnesty International, 1998:1, 1999, 

Globalsecurity.com, 2011:4 and Africanews.com, 2012). Whilst efforts at resolving the 

conflict is regarded a failed diplomacy among the elite, a path to a military solution seems to 

be unachievable given the deadlock in the fronts to date, 2013. Neither actor has achieved 

their goal, quoting a senior Senegalese official (anonymous) “If Senegal had the military 

means to resolve it, they would have done it in the last 30 years” (Africanews.com, 2012). 

Today, much of Casamance is cut off from the rest of the country “Senegal” and suspended 

between “neither war nor peace” (Lewis, 2012). While the last of negotiations ended with a 

peace agreement in 2004, but failed to secure the necessary consensus on the side of MFDC. 

1.2 Research problem 

 

Since the separatist rebellion began in 1982 for an independent Casamance, the 

conflict actors has failed either to reach a durable and sustained peace nor has it been able to 

attract high profile international intervention, to help resolve the deadlock between the 

MFDC and the Senegalese state. The persistence of the conflict makes evident its political 

and humanitarian consequences, with the civilian population taking the full force; seriously 

disrupting life, significant numbers have lost means to livelihood i.e. formerly productive 

agricultural land has largely been land-mined, several villages abandoned and the 

corresponding stagnation in development which includes neglected infrastructure and the 

lacking investment (Globalsecurity.com, 2011). Thus, the short supply of essential peace and 

stability, seen as a prerequisite to safe and meaningful human existence, including enabling 

the achievement of sustainable processes of development is crucial. Given its geo-political 

and humanitarian upshot, peace seems distant.  

As mentioned above, a path to a military led solution seems unattainable, which forms 

part of the conventional resolution mechanisms employed for the most part throughout the 

past three decades. This traditional politico-military approach upon which most negotiations 
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and actions were anchored has failed to yield the desired outcome, with the Senegalese 

government unwilling to negotiate political and cultural issues that could open avenues for 

peace making (Humphreys and AG Mohamed, 2003:67, and Ibrahim, 2010). The hard-line 

approach of the GoS is primarily focused on military coercive force to suppress/eliminate the 

resistance, alternating between negotiations and repression (Posthumus, 2000). While MFDC, 

increasingly is divided particularly over the direction/goal of the movement; separatist or 

secessionist, whether to resume hostilities etc. (Baker, 2001:71). Thus, taking the route of a 

consensus peace building/making through negotiated agreed settlement has remained to be 

challenging.  

Hence, this thesis will attempt to use an alternative analytical approach in order to see 

if it can provide insights to a settlement with the focus being more on identifying and 

resolving underlying causes and issues that triggered the violence and which have also for so 

long continue to fan this conflict, hindering the path towards achieving a lasting peace. 

1.3 Previous Research 

 

A quick scan of relevant previous researches on the Casamance conflict, it uncovers a 

fragmented, largely descriptive and in most cases specialised in nature.  For example, the 

impact of refugees on The Gambia and Guinea Bissau, issues of resettlement and return, 

internally displaced persons and livelihoods, MFDC, peace efforts etc. The review uncovered 

no single/particular line of debate. This implies only different views and perspectives, with 

some publications/authors on Casamance highlighting the lacking credible third party 

intervention, some maintained that little is known about the conflict compared to other 

African conflicts, also pondered why so long yet no durable solution is achieved (Evans 

2002, 2003:3, 2004:42, and 2007:67; Fall 2010:4; Faye 2006). The review also noted a good 

number of “somewhat outdated data” from the date of publication, which may not represent 

present realities.  

1.4 Objectives 

 

Given the protracted and complex nature of the Casamance conflict, which has 

witnessed many attempts of peace negotiated agreements and all of which have failed. Thus 

so far, this is attributable to the continuous deadlock to achieving a durable solution. 
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Therefore, against this backdrop, it became necessary to undertake this study, with the aim of 

recontextualising and exploring causes/drivers of the conflict, taking altogether a “different” 

angle, utilising the relative deprivation theory in determining the possible causes of the 

conflict, management of protracted social conflict and conflict resolution and provention 

perspectives, to possibly identify mechanisms by which the conflict can be manage and a 

peace making strategy can be build. (Refer to theories/analytical chapter below, for in-depth 

discussion). This project will therefore strive to achieve the outlined objectives below.  

 Explore the cause(s) and context of the conflict, and to enhancing understanding.  

 

 To present a view to advancing the path to a durable negotiated peaceful resolution. 

1.5 Research Questions 

1. How would a reconceptualised vision of the conflict look like? 

2. What could be a peace making strategy based on such reconceptualisation? 

1.6 Relevance  

 

Theoretical relevance  

Given the background and length of time of this conflict, it is relevant to give the 

dispute/conflict a fresh eye, in order to discuss and re-contextualise the conflict in terms of its 

humanitarian and political needs. Utilising an alternative analytical frame built upon the axis 

of “Gurr - Burton - Azar” set of ideas. Based on a quick review of previous researches and as 

far as this project can confirm, such a framework has not been used within the context of 

Casamance. Therefore, findings could be beneficial also to similar conflicts worldwide, 

particularly in which the development, applicability and use the Gurr’s theoretical 

underpinning of relative deprivation “value expectations and value capabilities” (Gurr 

1970:13), as an analytical approach can be useful. It can contribute valuable knowledge and 

understanding to future peace endeavours, both in academia and practice. 
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Policy relevance  

Given the need to resolve the conflict, the eventual findings of this research may 

influence policy as well as strengthen efforts and mechanisms that align it. It is extremely 

important to finding a lasting solution, despite its low intensity. The conflict can have far-

reaching impact given its spill over effects, the risk of destabilising Senegal as a whole, as 

well as it implications on regional security/stability. Hence Ibrahim (2010:1) argues the 

Casamance is one of the potential conflict zones that could create a major conflagration in 

West Africa. The dangerous mix of an intransigent Senegalese State unwilling to negotiate 

potential cultural and political differences, the development of a narco-state in Guinea Bissau 

and a possibly growing dictatorship in the Gambia could create a major theatre of war in the 

region. 

Advocacy relevance  

Finally, from an advocacy perspective, the research project has the potential to 

highlight both the conflict and the plight of almost 1.4 million people living on the 

Casamance side (IRINnews, 2009a). Furthermore, it can also promote or reengage peaceful 

civil, pressure and collective action through the publication and dissemnination of the 

researchers findings & lessons learnt/recommendations.  

1.7 Disposition 

 

Introduction provides the background, synopsis of relevant previous researches, 

relevance of the study, outlined of the objectives and research problem and questions. 

Chapter 1 sets in motion the theoretical and analytical discussions of Gurr- Burton-Azar 

complex of ideas which underpinned this study.  Chapter 2 explores and discusses the 

methodological framework as well as what motivated these choices, the chapter end with the 

presentation of the limitations and delimitations, and ethical considerations of the project. 

Chapter 3 is entirely devoted to literature review; digging into the historical and present 

context, the colonial legacy, socio-economic and political environment prior to  the  outbreak  

of  conflict,  the  transformation  of  the  rebel  movement,  the  increasing importance  of  

ethnic identity, influence and challenges to the path to peace.  Chapter 4 presents the findings. 

Chapter 5 focuses on analysing the data generated through the findings. Chapter 6 rolls out 
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the conclusions and wrap up the project with the presentation of lessons 

learnt/recommendations, taking into account all aspect of this research project.  

 

 

The chapter above introduces the background, stated the relevance and objectives etc., the 

chapter below aims to discuss theoretical approaches and analytical framework that 

underpinned and guide this research. 
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Chapter 2 Theoretical Approaches and Analytical Frameworks 

 

In order to achieve the objectives, it is relevant to undertake a discussion of the 

theoretical underpinnings of this study. According to Cresswell (2009) theories in research 

provide a lens that shapes how we view and question phenomena. Thus, in many research 

projects it appears in the forms of “an argument, a discussion, or a rationale and helps explain 

phenomena” that occur (Cresswell, 2009:49, 51). Theoretical frames provide a conceptual 

guide that frames the eventual research findings (Corbin and Strauss, 2008:39). Given that 

the Casamance conflict is a separatist type-conflict involving acts of rebellion, insurgency 

and guerrilla warfare, it is important to determine causes as well as understand acts of 

collective/political violence. This will be informed by Gurr’s theories of relative deprivation 

and frustration aggression.       

2.1 Relative Deprivation (RD) Theory – Gurr 

 

The theory emerged as a prevailing explanatory tool in providing a systemic 

understanding of why the reasons political and collective violence occur (Miller et al, 

1977:964). It relates to the perceived and/or the realisation of the existence of a gap in what 

individuals/groups considered rightful entitlement “value expectations” and those 

conditions/goods that one is able to acquire and keep “value capabilities” given the social 

means available to them (Gurr, 1970:13). This theory is particularly relevant since it 

guides/directs the searchlight on societal changes overtime in conditions/circumstances; it 

attempts to uncover/understand the perceptions of people relating to these changes (Nilsson 

1999:187), and also of perceived inequalities and injustices (Appelgryn and Bornman, 

1996:381). 

In essence, the theory attempt as an analytical tool to determine and explain possible 

causes and underlying factors that generates frustration; such frustrations which are 

transformed into acts of [collective/political] violence. The RD theory thus offers ways to 

differentiate among other factors demands for political and social power. According to 

Nilsson (1999:244) social power relates to the capabilities of groups and its elite to contain 

the efforts for needs satisfaction within the existing framework of socio-societal structures 

and norms. Demands for political power are a consequence of insufficient social power; it 
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breeds a struggle for political power and resulting efforts to take over formal political power 

constitutionally or unconstitutionally. 

Using Gurr’s explanation, the primary factor responsible for participation in acts of 

collective/political violence is the results of discontent which stems from the perception or 

existence of  a “gap” thus the discontent/frustration is then politicised and/ or 

instrumentalised leading to actual manifestation/demonstration of violent action (Gurr, 

1970:12-13). In other words, “… disillusion and/ or of disappointment in being unable to 

fulfil certain objectives and aspirations” (Nilsson, 1999:173). 

2.1.1 Collective/Political violence 

 

Thus, “collective violence is a function of the extent and intensity of shared 

discontents … while political violence a function of the degree to which such discontents are 

blamed on the political system …” (Gurr, 1970:8). The collective capacity to act among 

others factors is motivated by deprivation - frustration relationship and the relations as 

suggested by Gurr’s categorisation of participating populations in violence being dependent 

on the level of perceived intensity of deprivation are explained as follows: mild deprivation 

motivates a few, moderate deprivation stretches across the threshold, and intense deprivation 

arouses a big portion of a political community into action. Key to analysing the conflict is to 

understand the three components of the magnitude of political violence; the extent of 

participation, the destructiveness of action (intensity) and the length of time violence persists 

(duration) (Gurr, 1970:9). This may also explain the conflict in terms of the shifting patterns 

as well as the nature of mass participation overtime and to some extent even determine if the 

cause is still at all a viable means to independence. 

The rising aspirations and static capabilities as briefly highlighted in the introduction 

overtime among a multitude of factors may help to some extent; explain the discontent and 

outbreak of violence as well as mechanisms that continued to fan it. Gurr stated that the 

socio-societal conditions/factors that increase the level of expectations at the same time not 

increasing the capabilities as well as conditions that decrease value position and not reduce 

value expectation  contributes to deprivation and to a rise in the intensity of discontent; 

deprivation induced discontent is largely a cause for action (Gurr, 1970:13). 
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Acts of political violence are anchored on both psychological as well as societal 

factors/variables. The basic underlying psychological perspective is “people react in certain 

ways when confronting material hardship” (Nilsson, 1999:178). Thus, a psychological and 

group conflict theories respectively suggests that the results of increase intense discontent is 

very much linked with violence and that human impulse to action is determined by identified 

sources of that deprivation (Gurr, 1970:13). Frustration-aggression is based on the premise 

that greater the deprivation, the greater the aggression and motivates acts of 

political/collective violence, either in the forms of short-term or prolonged less severe attacks 

(Gurr, 1970:9). Aggression in this sense is about self-preservation or enhancement by 

individuals/groups perceived understanding of being devalued, threatened etc. (Conteh 

Morgan, 2004:69). 

2.1.2 Instrumentalisation/Politicisation 

 

Using Nilsson’s work Peace in our time (1999) as a point of departure to 

understanding possible sources of violence and war particularly, the factors of 

instrumentalisation of politics and politicisation of identity mentioned above are relevant 

facets within this analytical structure, if this study is to reach levels of understanding that 

incorporates principles that give meanings to the situation in Casamance. 

Nilsson stated that instrumentalisation/politicisation is similar since both relate to 

political mobilisation (demands) made using group identity. Thus “Instrumentalisation” 

relates to how politics is used as an instrument to foster elite agenda and mobilise support for 

its ambitions (Nilsson, 1999:234). While “Politicisation” is the process in which a 

collectively “understood” relative deprivation is transformed into political demands/claims in 

the name of a particular identity group (ibid:229). Among others factors, such identity group 

may be living in unsafe/insecure environment; of marginalisation, threats to long-term 

survival and assassination of human dignity. Thus, “…the process within which conflicts may 

arise has its starting points in … politicisation of group identity and group interest 

instrumentalisation of politics…” Although, conflict lies not in politicisation as such but in 

the perceived lack or simply deprivation of all forms (ibid:231). Similarly, Azar noted “in 

reality, however, the deprivation of material basic needs per se does not directly give birth to 

conflict” (Azar, 1990:8).  
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This suggests that other mechanisms/factors will come into play to trigger the conflict 

and deprivation is an outcome of a complex casual chain involving the role of the state and 

the pattern of international linkages which includes issues such as the multi-communal nature 

and domestic historical setting as well as the colonial legacy (Azar, 1990:12). These are 

useful to understanding this conflict and will feature in later discussions. The deprivation 

approach can contribute to resolving two issues which undermine contemporary resolution of 

internal conflicts; it eliminates the notion of and principality that it has always been a search 

for political power as de facto behind internal conflicts, relative deprivation is grounded in 

unsatisfied needs of which political power is only one aspect. It also acknowledges the 

existence of elite relative deprivation and frustration thus; legitimisation of elite needs and 

caving avenues for legitimate elite participation/roles towards processes of conflict resolution 

is relevant (Nilsson, 1999:245). However, the relative deprivation approach which is a 

motivational/expectation approach/concept to understanding conflicts/acts of collective 

violence is critiqued as empirically unsupported and theoretically unfruitful by the political 

process camp that sees conflicts as primarily explanations / reasons of power resources and 

mobilisation of power resources as driving factors of conflict/collective violence (Korpi, 

1974:1570). 

2.2 Conflict Resolution and Provention; Basic Needs, Values & Interests – 

Burton 

 

This section will attempt to link Burton’s structure of needs and sources of conflict, and 

discuss conflict resolution and provention mechanisms in order to understand deeper issues of 

elitists – mass relationship and frustrations etc. Together they will bring me closer to meeting 

the objectives of answering the main research question. 

Using Burton’s conflict resolution and provention perspective, I look to mechanisms 

by which the conflict can be understood and on the bases of which a peace making strategy 

can be build focusing on issues of resolution, provention and basic needs satisfaction. As his 

point of departure, Burton is focused among others on the non-satisfaction of basic human 

needs as constituting the root causes of conflicts (Nilsson 1999:247). This perspective in my 

understanding shares some similar grounding with Gurr’s relative deprivation and frustration 

theory with the meeting point being needs/wants satisfaction and/ or unfulfilled aspirations. 
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In his work Conflict: resolution and provention, (1990) Burton critiqued both the 

conventional conflict containment/management as well as conflict resolution theories arguing 

that they disregard the triggers of a conflict that emerges from human needs, perception and 

feeling. He emphasised that any meaningful and sustainable resolution must take sight of the 

changes within the environment that incited the emergence of the conflict (Nilsson 

1999:249). A useful mechanism to Burton’s work is the idea of “provention”, which implies 

the “promotion of an environment conducive to a harmonious relationship”, a term he coined 

from the words “prevention and promotion” (Burton, 1990:2). 

Of importance, resolution of conflict is not seen only in terms of the cessation of 

hostilities. But more so, an integrative process that puts into consideration the long-term 

sustainable resolution and one that consolidates the preventive mechanisms that create or 

alter the environment conducive to and mitigate conflict prone conditions (Burton 1999:18 

and Nilsson 1999:249). Thus, conflict resolution implies according to Olhson (1998) “a 

process by which primary parties to a conflict voluntarily and formally agree to either 

dissolve the incompatibility or live with it without resorting to armed violence” (Olhson 

1998:32), and Burton “the transformation of relationship in a particular case by the solution 

of the problems which led to conflictual behaviours…” while problem solving although 

analytical, is of huge relevance in the resolution processes by means of making clear the costs 

and consequences of the actions/behaviours of parties to the conflict (Burton 1999:2-3).  

Furthermore, it is concern with the underlying causes and casual sources that 

generates conflict rather than the symptomatic expression of violence, results of the problem 

(ibid:5). While much of Burton’s grounding find strength in the fact that certain “ontological 

and genetic need” must be satisfied and are neither suppressible nor attempts at doing so 

results to frustration (Burton 1990:33). Using Gurr frustration-aggression here, the likely 

outcome will be conflict as it is basically an ontological explanation for the quest of 

satisfying human basic needs. In his human needs theory, Burton typifies human desires and 

aspirations which are significant socially and politically in three groupings; needs, values, 

and interests:  

First, needs are a universal phenomenon and of importance to this study is the element 

of understanding human needs in relations to the identity groups engaged in protracted social 

conflicts. Within this line of thought, these needs are pursued by any means while 

ontologically we are conditioned by our genetic makeup to at all-time pursue them. Unless 
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satisfied, it leads to looking for alternative means outside of what would be term legal norms 

of the society. 

Second, values are the customs and beliefs etc. that are characteristic of a given 

community and include class, ethnic identity etc., and linking values to issues of struggle 

against oppression, underprivileged etc. The defence and preservation of values are the 

reasons for hostile behaviours. Values can alter though at a considerable slow pace, unlike 

needs. 

Third, interests relate to the socioeconomic and political aspirations of the individual 

and groups, is more transient to changes especially in line with circumstances and are not 

inherent within human existence like our needs, largely material oriented in nature. Interest 

plays an important role in influencing tactics as well as policies in pursuit of our needs and 

values (Burton 1999:36-38). 

Using Nilsson’s perspective, this categorisation (needs, values and interests) is useful 

analytically since conflicts are rooted in all three, as well as every conflict having its own 

cocktail mix of specificities, any solution requires to be treated accordingly (Nilsson 

1999:251). Methodologically, Burton emphasised, be it resolution or provention the need is 

to “explore widely and find means by which to isolate the fundamental sources of the 

conflict” (Burton 1999:19), and conceded “resolution and provention processes are not 

pragmatic responses to situations but are deduced from a generic theory of conflict, the issue 

at stake is which or what theoretical framework is valid” (Burton 1999:27). If conflicts as 

Burton formulated, as where entrenched in non-satisfaction of basic human needs as the case 

may be in Casamance and suggested in the introduction. Then surely the resolution must 

include and take stock of what Nilsson describes in my understanding as compliments to 

Burton’s idea of finding a “suitable model that should correspond to demands behind the 

deep rooted conflicts” (Nilsson 1999:252).  

In so doing, Nilsson highlighted four features relevant to Burton’s resolution concept, 

three of which are: [1] If violent action cannot be held back by force as I concluded within 

the case of Casamance, a new strategy must be sought that is built on another analytical 

frame and theoretical underpinning. [2] It must work/cover the entire environment, in which 

the conflict exists. [3] It must also seek the very sources and the root causes of the actual 

conflict and taking as a point of departure and of significance, utilise the understandings and 

perceptions of parties to a conflict in terms of their own realities, which can be subjected to 
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change, overtime” (ibid:252). These will be useful to the situation in Casamance, especially 

in terms of finding ways to end the conflict through alternative action. To conclude this 

section, Nilsson lamented “a move away from collective to politicised violence could be 

described as a passing point of no return” (Nilsson, 1999:244). Thus, the Casamance conflict 

despite, its low intensity requires a solution. A solution that perhaps goes beyond an increase 

in social power, my understanding here is the intersecting of the relative deprivation and 

basic needs as well as provention concepts “set on the back of a wheel of change” and which 

stresses for changes to the environment in both the social and political conditions which fan 

the conflict; suffocating any potential sources emerging, such a change maybe very relevant 

to the Casamance context. 

2.3 Management of Protracted Social Conflicts – Azar 

 

Azar’s management of protracted social conflicts also aims look to mechanisms by 

which the Casamance conflict can be managed given its protracted nature. Such a theory 

proposed to be used alongside those of Gurr and Burton discussed above, may just be a 

possible marriage of three. The role of this particular understanding is to facilitate the 

bridging between the relative deprivation-frustration-aggression and the conflict resolution 

and provention-basic needs perspectives, respectively. Despite the conflict’s low intensity 

nature, frequent and violent attacks necessitated for the management of the conflict as it 

intersects with the other conflict resolving tools and moving from one stage to another.  To 

affirm these remarks, I will begin by quoting Azar in his work “management of protracted 

social conflicts 1990” in which he stated; 

Management of protracted social conflicts poses intellectual and political 

challenges neither military nor legal strategies will be successful in 

bringing about a definitive end to the crises and outbreak of collective 

violence or war generated by these conflicts (Azar 1990: Viii). 

2.3.1 Protracted Social Conflicts 

 

Protracted social conflicts are a “social needs type” war/violence stemming from a 

society deprived of or unable to satisfy “their basic needs on the basis of their communal 

identity” (Azar 1990:12). With emphasises on underlying social causes “protracted social 

conflict theory contributes to a more comprehensive understanding of this type of conflict” 
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(ibid:3). Given Azar’s description of these types of conflicts as well as his reasoning for the 

conditions in which it survives, largely incubated in underdeveloped settings. Such conflicts 

are focused on ethno-cultural and religious identities, influenced and sustained by the quest 

for basic needs satisfaction. Thus, the nature of contemporary wars is about developmental or 

human needs satisfaction and security and are expressed in terms distributive justice and 

human rights, cultural values and communal recognition etc. (ibid:2). 

Azar in a similar position to Burton 1990, Gurr 1970, and Nilsson 1999, concur that 

human needs satisfaction is hard to suppress and attempts at doing so leads to violent 

outburst, such needs are pursued by all and any means necessary. Thus, the resulting acts of 

terror, intimidation/ coercion etc., are practices common in places experiencing low intensity 

protracted social conflict. Such acts results in increase repression internally while external 

meddling and manipulation of local grievances also rise (Azar, 1999:2). The clusterization of 

the casual relations among other factors that preconditioned protracted social conflicts are as 

follows:     (Azar, 1999:7-12) 

Communal content; maybe the most important influencing factor, given the link 

between societies characterised by a multicommunal composition and the likelihood as 

incubation ground for protracted social conflicts in such environments as high. Two factors 

driving politicised groups within such societies includes colonial legacy (divide and rule 

system), and the historical patterns of contest and rivalry between groups. Irrespective of 

their formation bases i.e. the results of colonial process or intercommunal struggle are 

marked by disjointment/separation between society and state, only with single or few 

dominant groups who are inconsiderate to the needs of others. While obligatory integration of 

differing usually conflicting communities into one political entity hinders the processes of 

nation building, it breaks the very social fabric that binds them together thus procreating a 

culture of separation and fragmentation leading to conflicts of protracted social nature 

(ibid:7). 

Human needs; individuals strive at all cost to satisfy or fulfil their developmental 

needs through the formations of identity groups (community). Both the individual and 

community is contingent upon the satisfaction of basic material needs, the absences of which 

or efforts at suppressing them leads to conflict (ibid:7-10). 
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Governance and the role of the state; “the level of deprivation and satisfaction of basic 

human needs are generally influenced by the intervening or mediating role of the state”. 

States experiencing protracted social conflicts have largely as a result of failing to satisfy the 

basic human needs of her people as the primary factor fanning such acts of violence (ibid:10-

11). 

International linkages; the role of state and the formations of domestic political and 

social institutions are aligned to or greatly influenced by its international relations/linkages. 

Two contributing factors that breath discontent and which results to unsatisfied needs of the 

masses are its economic dependency within the international economic system and the 

political-military client relationship, which in exchange for support and protection from 

stronger nations in return for loyalty. In essence, this means sacrificing certain 

powers/autonomy and it undermines and weakens state authority and power to satisfy the 

needs of its own people, thus as before and always is the mechanism responsible for acts of 

violence (ibid:11-12). 

These lines of thoughts, reasoning, and descriptions may be useful in analysing the 

Casamance conflict. Furthermore, it has many if not all the facets identified as features of a 

protracted social conflict. These will be applied at a later stage of this research. 

2.3.2 Conflict Management 

 

Conflict management relates to creating the enabling environment and conditions 

which allows for the introduction of other components of conflict management and resolution 

processes. Given that extremes of poverty and war that together continued to demoralise 

entire populations, decreasing or limiting their capacity to look for solutions to their problems 

are largely left in a state for example in the case of Casamance being suspended between 

neither war nor peace and without any actor achieving a desired outcome. Thus, in 

underdeveloped regions peace-making as well as peace building and development with 

justice must be regarded as a two sided coin (Azar 1999:3). 

In Azar’s perspective, “effective conflict management involves consensus building 

augmented by socioeconomic development” (ibid:1). Applied conflict management approach 

according to Azar is relevant particularly where politics and diplomacy are seen to be a 

search for consensus among contending parties, these processes are long and complex. The 

use of track two diplomacy as a relevant mechanism use in conflict management; is focus on 
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establishing pre negotiations which allows for parties to analyse for themselves what are at 

stake, set grounds upon which the eventual peace deal should consider/include etc. and under 

a credible third party involvement and/ or facilitator(s). At this juncture, it may also become 

an entry point for other components of the management and resolution of the conflict; these 

may include setting up or restructuring political institutions and economic development 

agenda etc. (ibid:3). The Track II mechanisms may be useful within the Casamance conflict, 

which to my understanding has two main contending parties, the MFDC and Senegalese 

Government. With the MFDC largely factionalised and the interests of other actors, it 

becomes necessary to enter into such dialogue. 

2.4 Analytical Framework 
 

According to Cresswell (2009) the processes of analysing data is to make sense out of 

it, requiring such data to be processed in manageable and ready to analyse format, enabling 

the researcher to look deeper by peeling back the layers. The process of analysis is regarded 

on-going and requires continues reflection in order to reach a conclusion (Cresswell, 

2009:183-184). This study begins with a conviction that “old” analyses are not producing the 

desired results, in this case, durable peace. Thus, this undertaking will use abduction and 

having identified an area of study/research through which data will be generated, allows for 

reinterpreting and re-contextualisation of a given action/event in conjunction with a 

framework (Danermark et al, 2002:80).  

Through this process, findings and conclusion can be drawn. In order to analyse and 

try to explain concrete social events, seeking to uncover and understand underlying factors 

that trigger the event, and clarify the basic conditions in the Casamance conflict in terms of 

people’s actions, reasoning etc, it become necessary to utilise abduction
6
 logic of inference

7
. 

                                                           
6 Abduction is a mode of inference broadening our knowledge and stimulating the research process (Danermark 

et al, 2002:94). However, it is a concept that is difficult to capture, it encompasses on one hand a mode of 

inference with a defined logical form comparable to induction and deduction. On the other hand, as a 

fundamental aspect of all perception, of all observation of reality. The emphasises is on redescription and 

recontexualistaion (ibid: 89). 

7
 Inference implies – a way of reasoning towards an answer to questions (ibid:79)  
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Danermark et al (2002:95) maintain that “abductive inference can be seen as an overall term 

for all forms of interpretation made from a pattern or system. This logic of inference has the 

potential of increasing knowledge and understanding by ways of re-contextualisation/re-

description. This implies providing in-depth knowledge of the particular event/case being 

studied (Danermark et al 2002:94). Hence, this thesis will produce a 

recontextualised/reconceptualised understanding of the Casamance conflict especially from a 

relative deprivation angle. Since the crucial elements of this logic of inference are the 

centrality of recontextualisation or redescription.   

By this logic, we reinterpret and recontextualise a given phenomenon to mean 

something else and/ or understanding it within the frame of a totally different context, 

interpreting particular action as part of a general structure (Danermark et al 2002:95-96). Due 

to its interpretative nature it would be relevant to understand by this logic of inference that a 

conclusion reached is only one of many possible conclusions of a given phenomenon through 

the use of different frame of interpretation, and a commonality of all abductive logic of 

inference is that the conclusion provides new insights as an outcome. Abduction shows how 

something might be (ibid:90-91). 

As an analytical tool, the relative deprivation theory principally provides a lens 

through which I can generate a reconceptualised or alternative understanding of the issues 

that start and continue to play significant role(s) in the Casamance conflict as well as perhaps, 

uncover new patterns or underlying issues that goes beyond the separatist’s search for an 

independent nation. Also one in which I seek to understand violence in terms of its socio-

psychological mechanisms as well as the non-satisfaction of human basic needs that 

conditioned violence under certain socioeconomic circumstances “providing dynamics 

leading to violence as a societal phenomenon” (Nilsson, 1999:181).  

 Furthermore, putting the abductive logic of inference into use, this allows for 

reinterpretation and re-contextualisation of the societal conditions that surrounds the conflict. 

Thus, in the case of Casamance, it may help understand and explain for example if there was 

and still is a gap between expectations and existing conditions on the ground etc. that results 

into collective/political violence. Such a method in tendon with Azar’s management of 

protracted social conflicts and Burton’s conflict resolution and provention [discussed above] 

will help shade light to the issues. In sum, these analytical thinking together, will allow for 
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the generation of understanding and ideas, paving the way to answering the questions thus, 

what a peace making strategy could be. 

 

 

2.4.1 Matrix Diagram – “Gurr-Burton-Azar” set of ideas 
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Chapter 3 Methodology 

This chapter discusses strategies that were utilised undertaking this research project. It also 

considers data sources and types, limitations and delimitations, ethical consideration and 

analysis technique. 

Research, according to Walsh (2001:1), requires skills and activities undertaken to 

carry out an inquiry in a manner that is coherent and valid. It is an undertaken that is 

systematic, structure and planned approach to look for answer(s) to a question(s) (Blaxter, 

Hughes and Tight, 2006:62 and Preece, 1994:3-4). Of importance and taking into 

consideration the many research designs, methods and approaches, no distinct line of 

investigation is principled, the researcher must therefore, take into account and follow the 

acceptable steps/methods of doing research. With this in mind, this study utilised qualitative 

methods. Furthermore, the project as a whole was dependent on literature review/content 

analysis of text and utilised the abductive logic of inference, discussed above (analytical 

section). 

3.1 Methods 

This section explains the ways and means upon which this research utilised and carried out 

the project. 

3.1.1 Qualitative 

 

This research proceeds to utilised qualitative research methods. A means to exploring 

and understanding the meanings individuals or groups ascribe to a social or human problem 

(Cresswell, 2009:4).  Qualitative implies that the procedure produce findings which would 

not be reached by means of quantification/statistical (Corbin and Strauss, 1990:17 and 

1998:10-11). It is interpretative, inherently multi technique in nature and tries to generate a 

deeper understanding of a phenomenon in particular the meanings we give to them (Lincoln 

and Denzin, 1998:8), filtering through the inner thoughts of individuals (Corbin and Strauss, 

2008:12), the subjective experiences collective or singularly (Blaxter, Hughes and Tight, 

2006:63). 
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3.2 Data Collection, Sources and Types 
 

In an attempt to achieve the research objectives, data was collected from published 

data; textbooks, news reports, academic journals, articles, and internet base methods such as 

one-search, e-library, Google scholar and articles that emerged from other reference lists. The 

main sources were library and internet base methods; both are sources of and provide a 

reservoir of information [published]. 

Whilst I am unable to generate own primary data through field studies, the focus was 

on published data; such method in most cases facilitates a quicker/easier way to access 

information, useful in assisting to clarify/define the research problem and in relation to 

existing research. Thus, aligns the focus of the research and it is a less costly alternative to 

field research. However, issues of timeliness concerning data not representative of present 

situation/realities, failure to portray in wholesome the version original to a research (Preece 

1994:81). As well as to a large extent information/data are in formats/ways not meeting the 

needs of my project/research. However, some of these were very useful in generating an 

historical context/background of the conflict. 

In view of the many methods of conducting research, my research needs to generate 

data that are adequate and appropriate to answering my research question using the most 

practical, effective, efficient as well as ethically considered methods of research. Marshall 

and Rossman, 1999:56) emphasised that this requires a well thought and fitting methodology. 

Similarly, Corbin and Strauss (2008:12) stated that the choice of methodological approach is 

largely dictated/or determined by the research question among other reasons/factors. 

Furthermore, putting into consideration the principles of validity and reliability, 

developed in relation/accordance to the specific material generated. These are essential to my 

research and are intrinsically linked. Validity is concern with issues of accuracy whether the 

findings stand in relations to it objectives, while reliability relates to the consistency of the 

researcher’s approach/work - process and result across different studies (Cresswell, 

2009:190-191 and Walsh, 2001:15). Thus, the earlier is a consequence of the latter, and at the 

same time, validity is an adequate condition/factor to confirm reliability, and both principles 

are concern with issues of trustworthiness, dependability and confirmability etc. of the 

researchers work (Golafshani, 2003:601-602). 
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Throughout the research, I utilised triangulation method as a means to validate the 

information gathered. According to Creswell and Miller (2000:126) triangulation is both a 

validity and reliability tool. Hence I look for converging lines among varying and multiple 

sources of data to form recurring themes and patterns within the study. Walsh (2001) stated 

that triangulation serves to strengthen and guide both the principles of validity and reliability. 

Concerning issues of objectivity which relates to a researcher’s pre-understandings, Walsh 

maintained that such knowledge/pre-understanding may sometime be suspended since they 

could cloud his/her work (Walsh 2001:17). However, I have used my background and 

experiences of the conflict [refer below 3.5] were it enhances understanding/knowledge and/ 

or to strengthen a point/section. In sum, this research involved the use of some form of 

grounded theory coded system and content analysis by extracting/identifying different themes 

described above. These among other approaches/methods/tools have guided the research 

project as a whole. 

3.3 Limitations of Study 
 

A major shortcoming of this study is that the research proceeded to utilise published 

data and the consequences of which among others are access to vital but sensitive/restricted 

information, lacking particularly access to the African traditional oral format of information 

system (historical artefacts and legends) and the relevance of the available text. 

In addition, given that Senegal is a francophone country, this project was limited to 

only English publications, since I am not literate in French. However, there is a reservoir of 

texts available in English, which informs a substantial part of this project. Finally, I will be 

working within the remits of a shorter period. Having highlighted the consequences of this 

method, however, undertaking a desk studies can as well generate useful findings particularly 

when data is systematically collated and analysed, allowing for findings and conclusions to 

emerge and stand in relations. 

3.4 Ethical Considerations 
 

Social science research no matter how it is conveyed adheres to certain ethics. These 

ethics oblige us to maintaining high scientific standards in the methodology used during 

collection and analysis of data. Thus, ethics is critically relevant as well as the 

objective evaluation and dissemination of findings (Melrose, 2003).  While the process of 
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undertaking this research does not require issues of anonymity and confidentiality etc., this 

project primarily take into consideration ethics concerning the appropriate citing of sources 

used in the course of writing this thesis. 

3.5 Author’s Background and Experiences of the conflict 
 

Often a time, I am confronted with the question why I choose the Casamance as a 

research topic. Apart from the more obvious newly acquired academic understanding and 

interest in peace and development with an African perspective.  Two factors immediately 

came to mine. First, being born a SeneGambian, it is therefore no surprise that I have a stake 

in the development and stability of the sub region, given the linkages and security 

implications that exist between The Gambia and Senegal. Second and of significance, was 

my involvement in the humanitarian relief efforts in the Casamance conflict between the 

periods 1990-2000.  

As one of the youngest volunteers at the time in the early 90s, this also marked the 

beginning of intense resurgent activities within Casamance region. I served with The Gambia 

Red Cross Society [GRCS] as a volunteer and years later, a staff member heading the 

Kanifing Municipal office as Branch Manager, the largest city in the country and also centre 

for large population movement including resettlement of many Liberian, Sierra Leonean and 

Casamance returnees/refugees respectively.  

The GRCS humanitarian relief effort was mounted to support the refugees/returnees 

affected by the war, under the auspices of the ICRC/IFRC and UNHCR intervention 

programmes. My involvement lasted almost a decade, serving in several functional roles 

including camp assistant responsible for feeding/accommodation, registration, relief 

distribution and more formal administrative and official liaisons to mention a few, hence my 

pre-understanding of this conflict.  

My services ended in August of 2000, when I left to study and subsequently settled in 

the United Kingdom.   While these pre-understandings and involvement in a way have 

shaped and guided some of the positions/perspectives I take/share, nonetheless, I was 

conscious of the bearings these may have on this thesis particularly in terms of its 

disadvantages. Hence, I down played the roles of these factors in order to generate a fairly 

and limited biased view, only utilised were it adds value to the research as mentioned above.  
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As can be noted above, the challenges, strategies and methods for this research have been 

identified and discussed. In order to achieve the objectives above, an overview of literature 

relating to this conflict was necessary. This literature review has been covered in the chapter 

that follows. 
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Chapter 4 Literature Review 

 

This chapter attempts to provide a comprehensive overview of existing relevant literatures on 

Casamance and to generate a historical and contemporary background of the conflict. In 

doing so, due to the conflict’s protracted nature thus, it’s long history. I will present a brief 

or summarised background on the history largely in recognition of what this project termed 

useful and necessary in order to generate an effective understanding that yields eventual 

conclusions.  

4.1 Historical & Contemporary Description of the Conflict  

 

The colonial struggle, interests and configuration led to the trade-off between the 

French and Portuguese over Casamance province. Following the Portuguese invasion of the 

15
th

 century, control of Senegal changed hands between Britain, France and Portugal but 

ended a French colony. The Casamance region was the last attached territory to Senegal post 

World War II, also marking the end of colonial rule in sub-Sahara. The Casamancias has long 

been a resistance people, this was evident in the colonial period presenting particular 

challenges to the colonial masters, characterised by violence and assassinations. Thus, the 

array of institutional and governance arrangements over the management of the province, 

which until 1939 was administered separate by French West Africa governor and from the 

rest of Senegal (Fall, 2010:5). However, Casamance has since remained part of Senegal after 

its independence in 1960, separated by the Gambia from the rest of the country which 

accentuates further a sense of separation that is already marked by both differences in human 

and physical geography (Evans, 2002:5, Evans 2003:4 and Fall, 2010:5). 

Neighbouring influence and other success stories of liberation struggles elsewhere, in 

particular, the struggle of independence for Guinea Bissau and Cape Verde in 1974 in which 

Casamancias fought alongside the Guinean people. Thus, it creates a sense of amity relations; 

of obligation, friendship and support. In addition, the short-lived coup of July 1981 in The 

Gambia to some extent strengthens the philosophy that the system/state could be challenged.  

These among other factors including the porous borders, thick forest cover and veteran 

combatants available have all come to play a significant role in the origins of the conflict 

(Fall, 2010:15). 
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The role of Father D. Senghor in the pre-conflict environment in particular provided 

the grounding of the resistance/conflict. In 1976, he began a radio talk on education, and it 

was claimed that during such programmes, He would lay emphasises on the cultural 

uniqueness and differences that stood between Casamancias and the rest of Senegal. The 

latter publication of a booklet in 1978 only demonstrated his desires for an autonomous 

region in which he outlined the injustices that continued to befall Casamancias even post-

independence. Over the next two years, he protested by writing and discussing with 

Senegalese authorities ways to address these concerns. At the same time, tactically and 

spiritually the grounds for a future uprising/rebellion were on the way in meeting known as 

“Le Bois Sacree”
8
,  thus, a fever of self-rule became widespread both home and abroad, while 

women fulfilled the rituals and traditional rites of the Diola culture and customs (Fall, 

2010:15, Evans, 2004:42, Ag Mohamed and Humphreys, 2003:8). He was Secretary General 

of MFDC from 1991 (Fall, 2010:17). Twenty years on, he was to stand down this role 

following the MFDC extra ordinary meeting and became honorary president (Afrolnews, 

2013). 

The culmination of the budget crisis and the subsequent International Monetary Fund 

and World Bank Structural Adjustment measures, marked by student/social unrest within the 

region in 1980, the killing of three gendarmes while attempting to arrest participants of such 

secret meetings close to Ziguinchor on December 6th 1983 as well as the December 18
th

, 

1983 termed “Red Sunday” was marked by more demonstrations outside of the 

administrative building and radio station, ended officially in 24 deaths, unofficial estimates 

suggested between 50 and 200. Thus, a state of curfew was declared and additional arrest 

made (Evans, 2004:3, Fall, 2010:16). According to Mane (2001:2) quoted in (Fall 2010:17) 

while the first detainees were being arranged before the court, the sounds of firearms can be 

heard.  These became a major turning points and forming part of the triggers to the violence. 

The present conflict phase is part of more than 300 year old resistance put up by the 

Casamancias against external control. Thus, Diolas have also long carried a certain sense of 

resentment and hatred of the Wolof north having supported/aided the colonial conquest of the 

region. However, similar resentments/hatred is echoed towards the Diolas too. This 

traditional line of resentments and stereotyping is evident of the different classes of peoples 
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and origins; beliefs and value systems etc. that also forms part of the basis of conflict (Fall, 

2010:9).  

Whilst, the history of the separatists’ insurgency is marked by varied levels of 

intensity overtime (Globalsecurity.com, 2011:5), there was notable escalation of violence 

marked by sporadic fighting occurring between 1995 into 1998, largely marked by the 

acquisition of heavy and modern weaponry, it also marked the use of landmines. There are 

claims that governments of The Gambia and Bissau provided these weapons (Fall, 2010:24). 

In recent years, despite, the displacement of native people resulting from occasional violence, 

the challenge is the chronic insecurity that beholds the region; the risk of robberies and the 

dyer effects of landmines, which all act to hinder the socioeconomic development of 

Casamance (Evans, 2003:5). 

4.2 Other Perspectives and Results of Analysis 
 

For this part, I will focus more on the not too old data in order to generate a reflection of 

the somewhat current situation in Casamance. All of the authors/publications reviewed 

below points to the same sources of conflict. Hence I will not describe it at every level unless 

where it has direct relevance. 

Among the several authors of the Casamance conflict, Martin Evans wrote in (2003) 

“Ni paix ni guerre: the political economy of low-level conflict in the Casamance” focuses on 

the MFDC and the war economy created within the conflict region. The study discusses the 

actors since the conflict is appropriated by local, national and international vested 

interest/actors; MDFC, The Gambia and Guinea Bissau to mention a few.  Hence, he 

concluded that the conflict is increasingly interest oriented both politically and economically, 

and hinted that the war economy may be obstructing the path to peace, regardless of the 

original legitimacy of the grievances of the conflict; of attaining independence, stemming for 

socioeconomic, cultural/ethnic differences etc. 

Humphreys and Ag Mohamed (2003) conducted a comparative study of “Mali and 

Senegal” to creating an understanding of the similarities and differences of the two 

secessionist conflicts. The study uncovered among other factors the geographic advantage 

and available natural resources useful to sustaining the Casamance conflict. Hence, it became 

tolerant. The comparative study also suggested that the two conflicts are not large enough to 

be coded civil wars and concluded the existence of grievances linked to horizontal inequality; 
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a correlation between socio economic and political factors and/ or membership of politically 

dominant ethnic identity groups. 

Evans (2004) looks to the historical background of the MFDC movement, it examines 

the fragmented, poorly structured, ill equipped and ill financed military wing, and also of the 

conflict’s transnational dimension. He asserted that understanding the support structures and 

motivations of the movement are relevant to resolving the conflict, while many of the fighters 

risk being bypassed the current development activities undertaking due to their hard-line 

position. The debriefing paper presents similarities to situations in many African countries as 

the source of conflict; troubled relations between centre and region, governance problems and 

political failures lending to intractable violence.  

De Jong and Gasser (2005) work provides context and understanding of the 

Casamance separatism conflict in terms of current situation of the peace and conflict, of the 

various ways in which Casamance is contested. Hence, the pair examined the relations 

between the region and state, through issues of representation and interpretation of the 

conflict, governance and resistance, actors etc. The authors argued that little academic 

attention was geared towards the protracted conflict which embattled the Casamance region 

and state/government of Senegal. The conflict in their view is rooted among other factors 

territorial, thus the demarcations of/within the region being a source of problem, pointing to 

the many administrative reorganisations that has taking place within the Casamance region. 

In addition, both state and MFDC forward their arguments using the above issue to foster 

their own agendas hence it is termed as politically charged.  

The work of Douma, (2006) “Poverty, Relative Deprivation and Political exclusion as 

drivers of violent conflicts in Sub Saharan Africa” although it refers to the wider sub Saharan 

Africa of which Senegal is a part, it discusses the conditions and issues upon which most 

secessionist/separatist wars are based citing for example the state lack of neither capacity nor 

the resources to sufficiently cater for the minimum basic needs and services for its population 

as a whole. Hence, pointing to an elite power struggle, increasing existing divide between 

state and population. These mirror/reflect those of Senegal. Douma concluded that sub 

Saharan African countries will require a change in direction in order to reverse the trend of 

civil and collective violent confrontations. 
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Wagane Faye (2006) work is premised on the changing nature of the conflict and in 

particular the MFDC; from a popular grievances based movement to a proxy force of the 

Guinea Bissau and The Gambia as well as resource driven. Faye argued that this adoptability 

has relevant implications of our understanding of post-cold war civil conflicts for the 

government’s efforts to resolve the conflict. Much of this work is centred around /or depart 

from the ideals of separatism to capturing resources/power “greed and grievances”. Hence, he 

concluded that changes occurred within MFDC strategy over decades of war which resulted 

in a shift in terms of the nature and availability of resources, coupled with a shift in external 

support which has largely dried up. Thus the MFDC became transformed into an instrument 

of the neighbouring countries and generating its revenues from a war economy. 

The work of Aissatou Fall (2010) “Understanding the Casamance conflict” uses the 

historical background to provide an overview of the conflict that finds strength in the rising 

regionalist and ethnic particularism and historical autonomy. Her work also looks into the 

transnational involvement and spread of violence; the conflicts regional risk dimension as 

well as the war time economy. She observed that the conflict still ongoing has lasted too long 

without an end insight. Furthermore, asserted that the conflict has moved from the domestic 

to a transnational level with the alleged involvement and spread of violence to bordering 

countries Guinea Bissau and The Gambia. Fall also pointed to the war economy that so 

flourished dealing in arms and drugs, risk of destabilising the region; among others informs 

the need for a lasting settlement of the conflict. 

D’Alessandro-Scarpari (2011) focuses on post conflict reconstruction through local 

realities, with the conception of development as a weapon towards peace. It focuses on the 

territories and their complex power in development. The paper has a geographical orientation.  

 

 

 

 

 

The chapter above reviewed literatures and generated data for findings. 
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Chapter 5 Findings 

 

This chapter aims to focus on the findings and to discuss key issues regarding this data. This 

section as in others suffers from the use of mostly the same relevant sources; it is a 

consequence of almost everyone using/citing the same sources. Hence this thesis follow suit, 

but most importantly not explicit in these sources are focused data on relative deprivation. 

This is attributed to the different points of departure; nonetheless I will try as much to use 

what may point this research in the right direction. 

5.1 Grievances/Causes of the conflict  
 

The Casamance conflict according to Lambert (2002:368-370) quoted in Eriksson and 

Kost, (2013:119) asserted to a large extent, it revolves around social and economic issues. 

However, is one that also stems out of many factors including: 

5.1.1 Colonial Legacy & Marginalisation 

 

The colonial legacy of focusing on the northern part of the Senegal has also resulted 

to the subsequent neglect of the Casamance region post-independence (Ibrahim, 2010). Also 

gave rise to ethnic and culturally discriminatory fuelled violence, coupled with its geographic 

isolation results to more marginalisation (USAID, 2009:1). Marginalisation in the areas of 

social and economic development is notable in terms of education and employment. The 

Casamancias set in their egalitarian ways largely rejected leaderships’ roles allowing for 

domination by the Northerners within the institutional/political arena. Consequently, they lost 

voice at the decision-making levels of government. Thus, Casamance issues where never high 

on the agenda. In addition, those who had administrative responsibility (mayoral) in the 

region were mostly Northerners and of non Diola origins, this became a source of resentment 

as they do not understand local issues. Such a system was termed as the “internal 

colonialism” by elites in Casamance (Fall, 2010:11). 
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5.1.2 Geographic, Ethnic and Cultural Differences 

 

Geographically, the province is isolation from Senegal, a country largely semi aridic, 

the Casamance enjoys high seasonal rainfall and is agriculturally productive (Evans, 2003: 4). 

A thick rainforest and vital timber harvest, a fertile ground for growing a variety of crops and 

animal husbandry, combined with attractive natural landscape/beaches which are in part 

useful for tourism (Fall, 2010: 8). Its centrality is also crucial to the economic development of 

Senegal as a facilitator/ trade links within the sub region (Globalsecurity.com, 2011:2). 

Ethnic and cultural differences are also evident, between the largely Wolof Muslim North and 

dominantly Diola South (Evans, 2003:4), who embraced in addition to Catholic and Islamic 

religions, customary practices and beliefs (USAID, 2009:1). Casamance, as the North, has 

been highly Islamicised (Fall, 2010:8). However, the significances of the conflict’s religious 

dimensions are overstated despite its occasional manifestations (Evans 2003:4).  

The Diolas are traditionally concentrated mostly in lower Casamance, socially un-

stratified and remained un-integrated fully within the national system (Douma, 2006:64). 

Largely associating culturally with Guinea Bissau more than Senegal, this factor is linked to 

social cultural and ethnic lines, relations of support etc that linked the peoples. The Diolas 

constitutes an estimated 60% of the regional population while, totalling only 5% of the 

national total, and is part of 17 strong ethnic identity groupings within Senegal (Fall, 2010:7-

8). Regarding other ethnic identity group elites within the region little has been commented 

about them in research studies on Casamance beyond their statistic data. Furthermore, a 

strong contrast existed between the hierarchical caste system and centralised polities’ 

societies of the North. While the South constituted an egalitarian and decentralised society 

(African Research Group, 1999:2). These egalitarian ways are reflective of the inequalities 

and/or absences of the Diolas within the political and economic sphere. But one that also 

made Diolas ungovernable, rejecting any form of centralised authority (Fall, 2010:6 and 

Posthumus, 2000:1).  
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5.1.3 Deprivation & Resistance to Nation Building Processes 

 

Elite deprivation, the public worker retrenchment in mid 1970s affected Diola 

elites/intellectuals of native Casamancias. Disappointments where marked by rising 

regionalist sentiments within, and resulted in a self-imposed “back to the land” as farmers. 

“The initiative to incorporate at least part of this elite after the 1982 protest was either not 

encompassing enough or too late” (Douma, 2006:65). Through government’s efforts to curb 

the thirst of the Casamance elite, the Diouf administration appointed four Casamancias as 

cabinet ministers in mid 1980s (Evans, 2004:4). Furthermore, a degree of willingness 

between factions of the MFDC to accept economic/financial benefits in exchange to political 

demands (ibid:14).   

However, the Casamancias have resisted a nation building process that suppresses the 

Diola ethnic identity in the phase of nationalism. Hence, the introduction of French and 

subsequently Wolof
9
 as national languages respectively in order to create a unified nation 

was seen as discriminatory, total disregard for the traditional customs of the Diola's and 

Casamance region (Fall, 2010:10). Furthermore, this move is seen as instrument of 

systematic domination of the Wolof north through the spread of Wolof language and culture, 

“Wolofisation” process (Trzcinski, 2005:174). The increasing polarisation of the Wolof in 

particular among the youth and in the national media has become another source of 

resentment as well as a concern among many Diolas, fearing the gradual loss of their cultural 

identity (Douma, 2006:65). 

5.1.4 State Repression 

 

The state use of Systematic means of repression following the protests in the 1980s 

and its subsequent consequences. The Senegalese government focused primarily to counter 

the rising resistant movement, MFDC. Among other steps, the employment of several Diolas, 

initiating development projects and the establishment of a council of wise men tasked to 

addressing the underlying grievances that fanned the discontent. While, it strategically 

divides the region into two, the smallest area (lower Casamance) representative mainly of the 

                                                           
9
 Wolof language is the most widely spoken ethnic language only second after the official language, French 

(Fall, 2010:10). 
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Diola ethnic group was a move to undermine the MFDC’s efforts for independent claim 

(Douma, 2006:65).  

Furthermore, Fall (2010:21) stated that the reorganisation of the province into Kolda 

and Ziguinchor regions was to remove the name Casamance from use. While concurrently 

using intelligence and torture to further undermine the rising movement. Thus, an AI report 

criticised the GoS of torture especially between the periods 1983 to 1989 (Amnesty 

International, 1998:4). However, the suppressive and systemic arrest and detention of alleged 

MFDC members yielded significant support for the MFDC cause (Douma, 2006:65). 

5.1.5 Important Resources – Fisheries & Land 

 

The increasing competitive advantage of other ethnic groups over fishery and land 

resources is seen as an exploitative mechanism by the Diolas and a means of losing control. 

This incursion, according to the Diolas is taking place without their consent viewing 

themselves as native people. Through such groups (Toucouleur and Serer
10

) who run large-

scale fishing schemes generates foreign earnings/currency for the state (Douma, 2006:64-65). 

The land reform act of 1964, gave the state right over all lands for which no legal 

deed existed, the elimination of ethnic, customary and communal ownership was designed to 

remove ethnic homelands. But a consequence of this move was non-native Casamancias 

where underpaying for land and subsequent use for commercial cultivation and other forms 

of commercialised activities. This was seen as exploitation of the land. Traditionally, land 

ownership was generational and inherited (Fall, 2010:11, Humphreys and Mohamed, 

2005:43). Thus, the transfer of land rights from a traditional system to a state owned and 

control system has weakened tradition and customs, resource distribution and management 

within the region. The Diolas are particularly dependent on the land for combine cultivations 

of rice, peanuts etc. with marginal fishing. The region of Casamance is termed as the 

“breadbasket” (Douma, 2006:64), economically as the granary of Senegal (Fall, 2010:14). 

 

 

                                                           
10

 Toucouleur and Serer are ethnic identity groups traditionally known for their fishing skills and as means of 

livelihood (Douma, 2006:64-65). 
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5.1.6 Lack of Investment, Underdevelopment and Migration 

 

Underdevelopment and lack of investment has long hindered the developmental 

aspirations of the region and people as a whole, the lacking investment and neglect in the 

areas of communication/transport also added to the grievances and remained a driving factor 

of the conflict, at the same time the conflict is also hindering normal socioeconomic 

development processes including disrupting the tourism industry; a source major of economic 

activity within the region (Fall, 2010:12, De Jong and Gasser, 2005:214).  

A state of differential treatment of the region was captured by Humphreys and 

Mohamed (2003), highlighted that the regional
11

 average person per telephone line in 1978 

period was 132 per person for all other regions except Casamance, which stood at 793 per 

single line, and the regional average on constructed roads for the 1979 period was 486km but 

not a single kilometre was developed in the Casamance region.  Native Casamancias felt 

abandoned and neglected, part of the consequences of this phenomenon described above, is 

increased economic migration of the young from Casamance to Dakar where they do menial 

jobs e.g. house help and gate keeping. Many interpreted such policy as “vengeance for the 

traditional strong sense of identity” (Fall, 2010:13, Humphreys and Mohamed, 2003:41). 

On the hand, inwards migration largely by the Wolof and other Northern ethnic 

groups are seen as threatening to the culture and traditional systems in the south. Such influx 

is allegedly instigated by the government as a means to future quantitative domination of the 

native people. The increase also raised concerns relating to food and livelihood insecurities, a 

sense of inferiority complex and exploitation exists (Fall, 2010:14). 

5.2 Actors to the Conflict  
 

The conflict is marked by several actors. However, the two principal actors are the 

Movement des Forces Democratique de la Casamance (MFDC) and the Government of 

Senegal (GoS). 

 

  

                                                           
11

 Senegal has 14 regions; Dakar, Diourbel, Fatick, Kaffrine, Kaolack, Kedougou, Kolda, Louga, Matam, Saint-

Louis, Sedhiou, Tambacounda, Thies, Ziguinchor [https://www.cia.gov] 

https://www.cia.gov/
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5.2.1 The Movement des Forces Democratique de la Casamance (MFDC) 

 

The MFDC formed in 1947 as a political movement
12

 to represent concerns and 

interests of the Casamance people, it took a secessionist turn in the 1980s following increased 

frustrations about how the socioeconomic and political affairs were handled by the Dakar 

based government. In this vein, an MFDC organised peaceful protest in 1982 turned violent 

(USAID, 2009:1). Many of the detained MFDC leadership among them Father Diamacoune 

Senghor  received 10 years prison terms for threatening national security (Ag Mohamed and 

Humphreys, 2003:9) and quoted in Fall (2010:20-21). But received amnesty after 5 years and 

this followed a long 8 years latent struggle marked by violent demonstrations, the resulting 

increased suppression judicially as well as militarily changed the nature of opposition into 

armed struggle by 1990 (Amnesty International 1998:4). 

The MFDC largely instigated the war (Evans, 2007:62), and has since actively fought 

for separation and independence for the Casamance region particularly, on the basis of 

historical, ethnic and cultural differences, coupled with the growing discontent with the 

Government of Senegal over issues of land rights, economic and developmental neglect and 

disregards towards indigenous traditions/norms (De Jong, 1995:17, Evans, 2003:4, 

Globalsecurity.com:1). According to Casamancias they are being exploited (resources) by the 

Senegalese government without any corresponding development (Hopkins, 2011:1). 

 Evans (2003) argues that “some circularity between the state’s presumption of Diola 

agency in the rebellion … strengthening of Diola identity, the ethnic dimensions are 

inescapable, applying the label “ethnic conflict” would therefore be facile” (Evans, 2003:4). 

Thus, the issue of ethnic identity presents a complex picture with both sides in part using it as 

the bases of their arguments. However, the movement’s membership is to a large extent 

composed from a Diola
13

 population; the majority ethnic grouping in the region (Evans, 

2007:63).  

                                                           
12

 Founded by native Casamance politician Emile Badiane (Fall, 2010:17)  
13

 The lower Casamance is home to most present day Diolas, this part is also known as the Southern 

Senegambia. The arrival of the Portuguese in 1645, they referred to the native inhabitants as Falupos, similarly 

the French called them Floups, this translates to mean “swamp people” mangrove dominated inhabit. Thus the 

Diolas are considered as successors of these Falupos/Floups. While historically and in particular the lack of 

written accounts of the Diolas in the 17
th

 and 18
th

 centuries meant virtually they never existed. Ironically, French 

accounts stated in 1828 period the word Jola or Yola, although inconsistently used to refer to a separate Yolas 
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Nonetheless, the MFDC has constantly refuted claims that the movement, as well as 

the rebellion, is a “Diola affair” and that it is a regionalist movement representing the 

common interests of all ethnic identities within the region. Despite, this claim has been 

widely rumoured. Ethnically motivated attacks; attacks perpetuated on the basis of 

ethnic/tribal lines, have been conducted by both the Senegalese army and MFDC 

respectively. Non Diolas are victimised for being unsympathetic and unsupportive to the 

MFDC and on the other hand Diola the population of aligning to the MFDC (Evans, 2003:4, 

Fall, 2010:21 and Globalsecurity.com:4).  

The MFDC guerrillas are estimated around a few thousands, largely first and second 

generations of the rebellion (Evans 2003:4). MFDC like other movements, according to 

Baker (2001), are capable of holding more than one vision within their ranks and every 

faction of the movement is capable of changing policy direction according to which way the 

fortunes of war and financing are going (Baker, 2001:66). Hence the likelihood of failing to 

hold a permanent political objective based on ideological convictions (ibid:70). The MFDC 

movement is comprised of a military and political wing. In addition, a split between 

moderates and extremists (Fall, 2010:17).  

The militant armed wing, initially only constituted those that escaped un-arrested 

following the demonstration and hiding in the bushes (ibid:21). Attika
14

 formed in 1992 has 

failed to comply with negotiated ceasefire agreements by the MDFC (Minorities at risk 

project, 2009). It was under the command of the veteran French army late Sidy Badji
15

, the 

group also suffers from internal tension lending to a divide between the Northern (Nord) and 

the Southern (Sud) Frontiers respectively, largely the results of May 1999 Bissau peace 

accord between Badji and GoS. A further divide is also noted within its current formation 

with three competing factions/groups; “the Baraka Mandioka group led by Salif Sadio
16

 an 

                                                                                                                                                                                     
from Floups or referring to all. These Jolas are found on both sides of the river, it’s clear that some cultural traits 

differentiating them from others existed. What is also apparent is that the same people described as swamp 

people/Jolas are today known for the wet cultivation of rice as a means of livelihood. The shrine worshiping 

people can also be found among Manjaks, there were differences in language and dialects, kinship etc. In 

essence the colonial administrators thought they were dealing with a single  people (De Jong, 1995:18-20) 

 

14
 Refers to the term “Warrior” in Diola language and is the name given to its originally main armed wing. 

15
 He passed away in May 2003  

16
 Was the youngest among the leadership at the beginning of the rebellion, less literate and now aged 50 plus.  



 

37 
  

extremist, the cassolol group under the command of Cesar Atoute Badiate
17

, and the Diakaye 

group under the leadership of Kamugue Diatta”. Of the three groups, two (Diakaye and 

cassolol) took part in last peace negotiation in 2004 (Fall, 2010:18). 

The Northern (Nud) Front has seized active combat. However, remain in control of 

large territories and failing to disarm. Thus, the threat of violence remains real as was 

demonstrated in 2001 by attacking new positions of the Senegalese army as posing threats 

within their area (Evans, 2003:4). The Northern group is a beneficiary of government projects 

but largely alleged to be exploiting the natural forest of its timbers and running a cannabis 

industry (Evans 2002, Fall, 2010:18, and De Jong and Gasser, 2005:218). 

The Southern Front remains actively seeking the ideals of separation (Fall, 2010:22), 

taking advantage of the porous border and thick forest cover with Guinea Bissau to lunch 

attacks. However, the group is also constrained by rising infighting (Evans, 2003:4). In 

addition to the role of the charismatic priest in pre conflict Casamance. He also led the 

political wing until his passing away in January 2007
18

; aided by Leopold Sagna
19

 established 

the Southern (Sud) Front having denounced the Bissau accord; a condemnation of the 

agreement reached between the GoS and sections of the MFDC (Fall, 2010:18 - 19). 

The Southern Front enjoyed limited success, while increasingly relied on looting to 

finance its operations. Similarly, the France based political wing also underwent internal 

split, linked to leadership issues. The fracturing of MFDC has led to the creation of several 

factional groups in each of the frontiers. The death of Senghore and Sagna left a leadership 

vacuum, with no current officially recognised leader by these different factions (ibid). The 

MFDC is structurally deficient in its organisational and power structures coupled, with 

internal tensions and factionalism. Thus, increases in splinter groups and hardliners removes 

in reality any sense of unity that nominally existed, making peace hard to attain (Evans, 

2003:4). 

                                                           
17

 He is considered current leader of Attika. 

18
 He died in France, on the 13

th
 January 2007 after battling long illnesses. He was evacuated from a Senegalese 

hospital in Dakar and it is reported that the GOS foot the bill including funeral expenses. 

19
 Leopold Sagna, an ex-army corporal, quit the Senegalese force in 1980 was the replacement of the late Sidy 

Badji as head of the guerrillas, then later to succeed Salif Sadio as chief of staff, Southern front, following the 

separation. A bitter split and rivalry ensued between Sagna and Salif Sadio among other things the latter is 

credited for significant operational success. Sagna was later killed after he without consulting the wider 

organisation went into negotiation with former president Abdou Diouf. 
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5.2.2 Government of Senegal (GoS) 

 

The Senegalese government maintains some 4500 armed troops within the region, in 

addition to the paramilitary police forces, Groupe mobile d’intervention and Gendarmerie. 

The trio has overall security responsibility within Casamance. These forces are ill-trained and 

inadequate for the task. There are claims of systematic deployments of Casamancias serving 

in the Senegalese army to the frontlines; this move implies the killing of oneself. This 

phenomenon is widely observed and as part of a deliberate policy of the Senegalese 

government/army. Although this may be seen on the part of Senegalese state as a “sensitive 

community policing”, an MFDC political wing remain adamant that such moves are cynical 

and systemic attempt of promoting fratricidal self-destruction (Evans, 2003:5) 

The GoS is responsible for the arrest and detention of several suspected 

activists/MFDC members accused of threatening national security beginning in 1982, of 

which the MFDC has always made the release of what they term political detainees a 

prerequisite to dialogue. The GoS subsequently on the 12th February and 30th December 

1999, 123 and 44 of these detainees respectively where released without charge. There was a 

registered reduction of such disappearances/ detention reported by families in 2001. In the 

same period Amnesty International (AI) reported some 30 detainees were still in custody but 

concluded it hard to determine at present how many remained. The AI maintained that 

significant numbers of these arrests were largely ethnic oriented, either of Diola identity 

group and/or MFDC sympathisers, and the state has failed to proof their roles in acts of 

violence etc  (Globalsecurity.com:4 -5). On the other hand, recently on 8th December 2012, 

MFDC released 8 Senegalese forces under their captivity (Crisis Watch, 2013:4). 

5.2.3 Regional/Transnational – Guinea Bissau & The Gambia  

 

The transnational/sub regional dimension is an important facet in facilitating an 

understanding as well as a fanning element of the conflict.  

Guinea Bissau has always played a crucial role in funding/logistics and manpower 

supply among others in the war efforts of the MFDC at large, in particular the Southern Front 

(Sud) and also performed a role in the peace-making efforts throughout the conflict (Evans, 

2003:5). In addition, the interconnectedness of the ethnic lines that existed between Guinea 

Bissau as well as The Gambia  and Casamance underscores and contributes to their roles as 
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actors (Minteh, 2009), quoted in (Fall, 2010:20; and De Jong and Gasser, 2005:218). The on-

going instability marked by military as well as political issues in Bissau has weakened the 

supply lines of the Southern Front (Evans, 2003: 5). 

The Gambia on its Northern front has also long been accused of harbouring and 

supplying the MFDC, particularly pre 1994 military takeover by Yaya Jammeh “a Diola”, but 

he also plays the role of broker (Evans, 2003: 5). However, as stated in Fall (2010:20) quoted 

from Minteh (2009), the role of Jammeh increasingly has been questioned in many circles 

given his ethnic links to the predominantly Diola MFDC, and reports indicated that arms used 

in the conflict are supplied by The Gambia (Evans, 2003: 5). 

5.2.4 International/Other Actors 

 

France, given its role as the former colonial master is crucial both as a mediator and 

one whose historic involvement cannot be down played. She is a provider of development 

assistance among others, training of the Senegalese security services (Fall, 2010:20). Though 

her political involvement remained limited (Evans 2002:5). 

MFDC Diasporas, homed in France is the mouthpiece of the movement acting as 

representative, providing mediatory and advocacy roles within the international community. 

In addition, it solicits funding
20

/logistical assistance to facilitate activities of the movement 

(Fall, 2010:20). 

The United Nations efforts in the Casamance conflict have to an extent limited to 

condemnations of actions and encouragement of dialogue as well as provided observer roles 

in peace processes/efforts (Evans, 2002:5-6). But taking more of a provider role of aid and 

development assistance through its many agencies including the UNICEF, UNCHR UNDP 

etc. and in areas such as demining, education, reintegration/resettlement and agriculture (Fall, 

2010:20). There are others, allegedly distant actors involved in the war including China, 

Libya, Ukraine and Russia (Evans, 2003:5). 

                                                           
20

 Initially funding to support the war was collected from the Casamance people especially those who secured 

jobs in Dakar, and Casamancias in Europe (Diasporas) in France, Belgium etc. However, as the Movement loss 

popular support they turned to robberies and looting, drugs/cannabis cultivation and trafficking (Fall, 2010:21-

22). 
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Amnesty International neither a direct actor nor a party to negotiations/mediations, AI 

has actively monitored the human, civil and political rights within Casamance, it producers 

reports criticising both side of human rights violations (Posthumus, 2000).  

5.3 Management of the Conflict 

 

The dispute enters its third successive administration/governments since it began 

some three decades ago in March 2012, with the previous two administrations of Diouf and 

Wade respectively failing to grant independence to the Casamance region and differ in terms 

of conflict resolution/management style. 

Diouf having entered office in 1981 was faced with rising rebellion and began 

implementing repressive strategies and later turned to a combined dialogue-military approach 

since military means alone became ineffective. While, Wade from March 2000 took a more 

direct dialogue approach yet maintaining similar to his predecessor a certain degree of 

military grip on the region (College and Englebert, 2004, Evans, 2004:4 and Fall 2010:19, 

25). Wade cancelled all engagements/work undertaken in the past and excluded The Gambia 

and Guinea Bissau from negotiations/conflict management, emphasising the spirit of faith in 

negotiations. Whilst, the movement pressed on for a more internationalisation process, this 

removes the conflict from a regional/domestic level alone. Wade provided the landmark 

audience to the MFDC leadership in the state house in September 2001. This move signalled 

a possible meeting point on common issues but, also brought about the start of strong civil 

society participation to supplement the peace processes, and marked the lunch of much 

needed economic programmes for the region; The PRAESC, the programme de 

Reconstruction Economique et Sociale de la Casamance (fall, 2010:26).  

In October 2003, the movements’ focused shifted including the term “independence” 

as part of the emancipation requirements formally, in addition to those of socio-cultural, 

political and economic self-govern. In the same MFDC Ziguinchor talks, then Secretary 

General Jean Biagui acknowledged a failed armed cause of the rebellion while late priest 

Senghor echoed MFDC having attained satisfaction there was no more need to fight. Ironic in 

every sense, this meant a condemnation of the armed struggle and abandoned the cause for 

independence. Many have become increasingly concern with issues of corruption within the 

MFDC, the alleged systemic use of money to buy members of the movement (fall, 2010:26-

27, De Jong and Gasser, 2005:215). 
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The third and current administration led by Macky Sall, elected March 2012. In 

December of the same year, He stated “Casamance would be a test case for advance 

decentralisation policy” (Crisis Watch, 2012:4). The GoS has seemingly set their priority on 

the peaceful settlement of the Casamance conflict; having always rejected the 

internationalisation of the conflict considering it an internal crisis/matter is now showing 

signs of flexibility hence, the Sant’Egidio
21

 mediation. Notwithstanding, the GoS has to 

“clearly define a crisis resolution road map and a socioeconomic development policy for the 

region” (Toupane, 2012). President Sall is also keen on bring back the transnational 

dimension back into the negotiations (The Gambia and Guinea-Bissau) whose roles are 

critical to resolving the Casamance conflict (Châtelot, 2012). In October 2012, the two sides 

meet in Sant'Egidio, Rome and laid the foundation for future negotiations, a proposed talk 

was scheduled to recommence in January 2013 (Crisis Watch, 2012:4). This research is 

unable beyond this point to confirm further developments regarding the above mediation 

process “Sant'Egidio talks” seemingly it lacks progress. 

5.4 Peace - Initiatives/Processes  
 

The conflict witnesses many attempts to reaching a peaceful end to the war, there was 

the 31 May 1991 peace deal between late Sidy Badji and GoS, while many of the MFDC 

leadership languished in jail. The agreement paved the way for the release of 350 political 

detainees including Father Senghor, and guaranteeing the end of armed rebellion, withdrawal 

of Senegalese forces from Casamance etc. (Fall, 2010:22). 

The 1993 accord was signed on July 8
th

 between the GoS and MFDC led by Father 

Senghor following his repatriation from Guinea Bissau. It also was marked by the release of 

104 detainees (Africa Research Group, 1999:7 and Fall, 2010:23). However, the ceasefire 

was short-lived given MFDC’s rejection of the Charpy report termed unfavourable and 

resumption to violence ensued. The independent French academic historian Jacques Charpy 

was assigned to investigate the origins of the status of Casamance” and concluded the 

following; “the Casamance did not exist as an autonomous region before colonisation. 

                                                           
21

 A Christian organisation founded in 1968 by Andrea Ricardi, the community engages in the peaceful 

resolution of conflicts, among other things. Its methods and status have enabled it to engage in successful 

mediation efforts in Mozambique, Guatemala, Kosovo and Liberia, among others. Its contribution, therefore, is 

welcome at a time of deadlocked negotiations amid a crisis of confidence, not only between the government and 

the MFDC, but also between these two actors and the neighbouring countries. 
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Despite its unique geographic characteristics, its distance from Saint Louis (capital of AOF, 

Francophone West Africa), and the consequences of being wedged between The Gambia and 

Guinea Bissau, during the time of the French colonisation (the Casamance) was administered 

by the governor of Senegal, even if sometimes due to military problems of pacification, the 

governor of AOF (Afrique Occidentale Francaise) would intervene. The problem that 

Casamance posed to the French colonisers was a matter of administration not a problem of 

government (Charpy 1993, quoted in Fall 2010:24). 

With the spiralling violence 1995-1998 periods also saw the formation of the national 

peace commission headed by a Casamancias, but non Diola, former Foreign Affairs minister 

Assane Secka to commence negotiations to reopen dialogue between the MFDC and GoS. 

Accompanied by continued military offensive and in April 1996 MFDC leadership withdrew 

from the proposed peace talks. This also made apparent the disunity within MFDC (Fall, 

2010:24-25). Much of 1999 period and beyond was also marked by intense negotiations; the 

internal talks of the rebellion movement in Banjul (Banjul I, II, and III) marked a historic 

turning point, coupled with the end of crisis in Bissau; a major player, created a room for 

direct negotiations later that year. By December 2001, almost three accords have been signed, 

these agreements were term ineffective and a resumption to war (Globalsecurity.com:4-5 and 

Fall, 2010:26). 

A crucial opportunity came in the form of the death of the hardliner Sidi Badji in May 

2003, at 83 years he remained convicted to the separatist ideals, heading both the MFDC 

military wing and guerrilla unit, and has failed to align himself with the softer group rejecting 

compromises with the GoS. The softer group led by Father Senghor were more inclined to 

accept a modest degree of autonomy for the region. Following the October 2003 annual 

meeting of the MFDC and the subsequent agreed deal involving one of three splinter armed 

groups with GoS thus, by 2004, some form of normalcy and high anticipation of achieving 

peace was insight (Globalsecurity.com: 6-7). However the 30
th

 December 2004 agreements, 

the last accord signed laid the foundations for the establishment of pre negotiation phase 

unfortunately, has not proceeded as proposed for round two talks (Fall, 2010:27 and De Jong 

and Gasser, 2005:214). According to Evans (2002:5), there is a lack of significant 

international, particularly of the multilateral dimension neither in the forms of political nor 

military action. “The region remains plagued by occasional violent crime, political killings 

and bouts of fighting between the army and the splintered MFDC” (IRINnews, 2009b). 
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Chapter 6 Analysis 

 

The chapter above discussed findings and generated data which informs the analysis. 

My point of departure throughout this research has been shaped largely by understandings of 

the conflict derived from analytical frames primarily of rational choice, classical rational 

choice and livelihood perspectives etc. thus, it became consequent that the findings and 

analysis are to degree geared to achieving different results i.e. to establish and understand 

the conflict in terms of greed/corruption etc. Hence, this thesis will and whose analytical 

frame is base on relative deprivation and basic human needs satisfaction attempt to provide a 

different position.   

6.1 Socioeconomic & Political Factors – Expectations/Aspirations/Needs  
 

From a theoretical point, Azar noted that most contemporary wars are linked to 

developmental needs expressed in terms of distributive justice and human rights, cultural 

values and ethnic/communal recognition etc, as being not easily suppressed and continue to 

be pursued in the long term by all means available (Azar 1990:2). This perhaps explains, 

among other factors, the longevity of the Casamance conflict, which enters its fourth decade. 

As I begin to unearth the tone of material available, it is my understanding that the conflict 

among a multitude of factors are the issues of socioeconomic, impoverished and 

underdevelopment shaped by ethno-politics, accompanied by claims of exploitation and 

historical misfortune based on the collective identities as Casamancias and the Diola ethnic 

identity group in particular. 

The theories of relative deprivation – Gurr and basic human needs satisfaction – 

Burton emphasised the lack of or perceived threat to meeting the developmental needs of the 

individual as well as a group breed’s discontent. Thus, according to the frustration – 

aggression theory violence will ensue, in part is conditioned both by socio-psychological 

variables, underpinned by our ontological being. This implies the human quest to satisfying 

basic needs, such includes values, needs and interests.  

The Casamance is one of a conflict type that is compounded by a series of cascading 

events/factors. Despite these, the conflict stems to a large extent from what Gurr terms as 

relative deprivation, the existence of gap between value expectations and value capabilities, 
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individual/group deprived of what is justifiably due to them (Gurr, 1971:13). Burton’s basic 

human needs satisfaction, the lack of or the fulfilment of which are un-suppressible (Burton 

1990:33). Thus, the relative deprivation and basic human need satisfaction; values, needs and 

interests under threat are driving factors fanning the discontent within Casamance. These 

discontents are also in part rooted in history. As such, the resistance of Casamancias to 

external control (colonial rule). Hence, the perceive threat to their autonomy, values - cultural 

and tradition/customs etc, which are the cornerstone of their existence.  

6.2 Sources of Conflict - Values and Interests 
 

A consequence of the colonial legacy among other factors, the neglect and 

underdevelopment of the Casamance region in favour of northern Senegal [Dakar and 

environ] and continued after independence, hence the marginalisation of the region. This is 

expressed in terms of the socioeconomic policies of both the colonial and also post 

independence administrations, which has always been centred on the north. Thus the south is 

left lacking in a state of underdevelopment and poor investment. This neglect and lacking 

investment in Casamance primarily linked to state allocation of resources, is major a driving 

factor of the deprivation.  

6.2.1 Socioeconomic Imbalance 

 

In Senegal, evidence points to a biased regional resource allocation towards 

Casamance, the disparities in allocation are evident for example in regional averages of 

constructed roads for the 1979 period, 486km per region while none for the region of 

Casamance (Humphreys and Mohamed, 2003:41). Thus, the neglect translated into relative 

deprivation, is expressed in terms of the levels of underdevelopment, access to vital 

services/resources and of poverty levels. In particular, among the Diolas who are regarded as 

the poorest, with the name Diola and poverty being synonymous. A strong illustration to 

politicisation of identity, hence a key mobilising tool. Poverty has remained a dominant issue 

even in the current socioeconomic and political environment. A consequence of which feeds 

into among other factors, further marginalisation and discrimination expressed in terms of the 

inferiority complex that existed among the Diola ethnic identity group. This also impacted on 

their value capabilities. 
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While Casamance was/is a rich region, with an economy based on natural resources – 

agriculture, forestry and fisheries to mentioned a few. However, the state of neglect stemming 

from colonialism and also post independence that befalls the region implied that development 

wise the region was left behind (D'Alessandro-Scarpari, 2011:269). The implications of 

which among others factors are as follows:  

6.2.2 Economic 

 

Many Casamancias are as suggested by Gurr, unable to fulfil the value capabilities 

thus a lowering or stagnating values expectations and Burton’s needs satisfaction. College 

and Hummel (2003:11) lamented, despite the ethnic and other factors, the Casamance shows 

the impact of economic and other material developmental variables, also present in most 

secessionist wars in Africa. 

6.2.3 Social 

 

It created a class struggle, the hierarchical and class systems that developed the 

superiority and inferiority complex among the people particularly between the northern and 

mainly dominant Wolof and the south of the dominant Diola ethnic identity. It brings into 

question the colonial lack of understanding the coherent societal systems that existed and 

which differ from their own. A consequence as well as an independent factor in this sense, 

the creation of a type of divide and rule system between peoples into elites, natives etc. that 

also breeds marginalisation/deprivation. A bourgeoisie and proletariat type relation, of a 

social structure dominated by a class system and struggle (Hill, 2009:40). This 

damages/undermines any sense of the social fabric that existed. Thus, what we see in 

Casamance probably also in other similar liberation/separatist struggles stemming out of 

colonialism are uprisings that challenged the system of a right to self-rule/determination, 

increased social power, etc.  
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6.2.4 Political 

 

There is acute “political self-insufficiency”, this relates to at the least political 

representation and at most self determination or both, hence a consequence of Casamancias 

largely the Diola ethnic identity group, who in their egalitarian ways rejected centralised 

political and hierarchical system of society and government. Hence, they are not fully 

integrated within the political realm/system of Senegal. Particularly what is seen as imposing 

northerner/Wolof agenda. As a consequence, the region has little or no voice at central 

decision making, left unable to assert their needs, values and interests in legitimate ways as 

well as unable to represent/govern the region. This is also a consequence of the relative 

deprivation in terms of access to political institutions, quality and higher education. Hence 

the consequence of the latter is the low levels of education seen among Diolas. Hence, Diolas 

are found at the lowest employment cadre (Faye, 2006:29). Using my pre understanding of 

the Sene-Gambia region “everything” either demeaning or menial is politicised and link to 

Diola ethnic identity group. For example, a house-help/maid despite, the ethnicity is term and 

called a Diola; hence, also their resistance. These politicisations also lend itself to the 

socioeconomic imbalance discussed above, a consequence of which is arguably deprivation 

“push into it and while in it, continued to be pressed” thus the outburst of violence as 

suggested by the theories of Gurr and Burton.  

The social economic hardship experienced in 1970s Senegal, and in particular, 

affecting the Casamance elite to a large extent, through the implementation of the structural 

adjustment measures, including the retrenchment of public service staffs. This resulted to an 

increased and pronounced relative deprivation/poverty levels, of an already 

decreasing/stagnated household income/purchasing power parity. Here on, the phase of 

discontention is taken on a new or strengthened dimension “elite deprivation”. Discontent 

and frustration stemming from the disillusioned and disappointed elite group “Casamance 

intellectuals” unable to meet or fulfil certain objectives/aspirations. Hence, these seemingly 

elite have become in essence trapped in a weak state of elite legitimacy, through colonial to 

post independence periods. The implications of which are both a falling and failing to fulfil 

the expectations/needs/aspirations, of socioeconomic and political integration. At this 

juncture a major root cause of the present conflict emerged, coupled with the marginalisation 

of the region as a whole.  
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In the Casamance region, College and Englebert (2004:17) argue that there was elite 

disappointment both in terms of their professional and political aspirations/ambitions, thus 

manipulating the population for their own gain. While at the same, the elite disappointments 

to a degree led to legitimate relations between the masses and elite, hence a mutual meeting 

point established.  At a time of rising elites, who needed to renegotiate their reintegration in 

the wider system of Senegal and also must find opportunities and legitimacy, amassed by a 

rising development of Diola consciousness, Thus, Casamance conflict given the above is 

seemingly both a search to fulfilling expectation/aspiration/needs. Hence, this research 

termed it a war of the poor, with mostly of those fighting found at the bottom of the 

socioeconomic ladder. This implies also a lowering of expectations of the poor but leads to 

aspirations of change, supported by increase expectation both of the deprived elite and 

masses whose increase expectations are not matched by increased capabilities/capacities. 

This in itself is a source of relative deprivation but also a conflict source.  

Given the above analyses and the many sources of the Casamance conflict can be 

reduce down to the meeting point between deprivation and frustration. Thus, using Azar’s 

perspective, conflicts remained latent until some effective triggers begin to operate. This 

came in the forms of student and mass demonstration in 1980 against the backdrop of elite 

retrenchment, the state of underdevelopment and impoverishment. This encounter resulted in 

a number of deaths, subsequent arrests and later sentencing of some elite MFDC 

leadership/members. Casamance has always been in conflictual state since colonial times and 

this outburst is only an open manifestation of that conflict (D'Alessandro-Scarpari, 

2011:267). Theoretically, the conflict as Gurr described is a function of the intensity of the 

elite discontent, channelled through shared discontent of rising stagnation in expectation and 

a perceived decline in capabilities. Thus, Casamance acquired the symptomatic expressions 

of two of three levels of Gurr’s deprivation classification: Decremental deprivation, which 

implies the lost of what they had and/ also of the expectations of what they could have, this 

factor to a large degree is considered a major source of political violence, and Aspirational 

deprivation, lacking the capacities to acquire new expectations (Gurr, 1970).  Such includes 

within the context of Casamance, seemingly a demand for better political order and economic 

structures, equality with other ethnic identity groups etc.  
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6.2.5 Values 

 

The customs and beliefs characteristic of a people, preservation of which results in 

hostile action, hence the introduction of French and Wolof respectively as national languages 

in particular of the latter, over all native ethnic languages has negatively impacted relations, 

implicitly and explicitly. It breeds a sense of superiority for the Wolof and as such inequality. 

This among other factors against the Wolof has been a major source of resentment. Thus, it is 

interpreted as discrimination and disregard for the linguistic, cultural, traditional values and 

beliefs of Diolas/Casamancias. Furthermore, the conflict region witnessed ethnic motivated 

attacks on Diolas as well as non Diolas alike, inflicted by both MFDC “Diola Affair” and 

GoS “Wolofisation”. Although, these have failed to reach the level of intercommunal 

violence, ethnic discrimination is a key factor, especially once linked to Diola 

custom/traditions. Using Gurr’s psychological variable of conflicts, the strategy of violence 

once in play inevitably escalates given that men’s first reaction to force/violence is to counter 

it with force/violence, thus it is natural response. Gurr’s perspective is illustrated in the 34 

years of tit for tat campaign of violence in Casamance.   

6.2.6 Interests 

 

Relates to the socioeconomic and political aspiration/ambitions of groups/individuals, these 

are fluid and subject to change. Hence, they influence/determine tactics/strategies of how to 

get needs satisfied and value preservation 

The Casamance to degree points to an elite driven war, given the lack of other 

legitimate ways to progress, and also the existence/realisation of a gap between a more 

included elite of the Dakar and other regions seemingly, to a degree achieving both the “value 

expectations and value capabilities” socioeconomic and political aspiration/ambitions. 

However, the collective capacity independently of elite motive is also strengthened by the 

deprivation – elite – mass relations as Gurr explained. Which find roots among the masses in 

other forms/factors i.e. historical neglect/underdevelopment, and marginalisation etc. that 

resulted in intensifying the mass deprivation that already existed in the broader sense. The 

elite, unlike the masses, who perhaps due to two factors; historical misfortune and/ or being 

inclined to accepting as living within the status quo have little concerns of the deprivation, or 

at least not publicly/collectively expressed. Thus, the natural progression of the rising 
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aspirations within the elite circle from the expectations that came with the fever of 

independence, self-fulfilment and actualisation, and to meeting the basic human needs 

satisfaction/security is not matched by the capabilities, in other words the opportunities/assess 

to socioeconomic and political structures are weak. 

What this conflict shows and which supports my analysis on the war as elite 

deprivation driven suggests that relative deprivation among elite, neither despite it being nor 

less present among the masses is seemingly stronger within the elite circle. Hence, is 

manifested in the behaviours of contending elite groups to either try to capture or have 

captured power/resources. This has a direct correlation to Burton’s human needs 

classification and in particular of “interests and needs” satisfaction. Faye (2006) argued the 

Casamance conflict has become explicitly an economic agenda (Faye, 2006:20). From a 

relative deprivation analytical point, however, these are elite trying to create ways to meeting 

the basic human needs satisfaction/security, a search to fulfilling their ambitions/aspiration 

like other elites. 

Thus, what we see and termed greed/corruption upon which the Casamance has 

become synonymous with, arguably is also characteristic of elite behaviour and conditions 

manifested within other regions, but also throughout countries that underwent similar 

struggles. In relative deprivation perspective, this is an influencing factor. Hence, the 

Casamance elite deprived of avenues to self-actualised, marginalised and part of the 

stigmatised elite of the repressed Diola ethnic identity group thus, the reasons why they go 

into the activities of self-fulfilment by looking to other means “war economy and uprising” of 

satisfying the aspirations, needs and interests. Given among other factors, Senegal still 

limited to a degree by its economic capacity and policy programme (Faye, 2006:29). 

My understanding here, given the theoretical underpinning using Gurr and Burton 

respectively implies that the elite-mass relation being driven by underlying legitimate 

demands of meeting their expectations/aspiration and on the other hand interests/needs. 

Independently of the legitimate demands, seemingly, this is a “normal” expression of elite’s 

“rights” to develop themselves “a higher standard of living” at the expense of the masses. In 

part, because that is what other elites do. Hence, the marginalised Casamance elites are 

following suit. As suggested by Baker (2001:70) the movement maybe a pragmatic means to 

a self-serving end. In this context, both social violence and the attitudes of the elite can be 
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regarded, a normal and politically motivated process, which implies elite behaviour/greed, is 

an acceptable societal norm and the masses are contended within this status quo at least.  

6.2.7 Self Determination to Greed 

 

Given the protracted nature of the conflict, shifts have occurred within the conflict 

both in terms of actors and in goals. The GoS remained largely static in its position of not 

granting the demands of MFDC, which includes independence/self-determination, increased 

“social power” and most recently increased regional autonomy. While the government ever 

more devised manipulative ways to undermine MFDC efforts.  It is clear that the MFDC has 

undergone transformation, accompanied by changes in goals/tactics. The MFDC elite 

leadership is consistently motivated by its own political and economic ambitions discussed 

above. Suffice it to say, MFDC elite overtime changed tactics in line with available resources 

and circumstances, but fail to alter the ultimate goal of self-empowerment Faye (2006:63). 

The MFDC movement become unclear about the goals of the struggle, with a condemnation 

of the armed struggle and also of abandoning the goal of self-rule/ independence (ibid:26/27). 

Thus, increasingly, speculation and concerns with issues of corruption and greed within the 

elite circle is high; given the systematic bribery scheme of the GoS to undermine the 

movement. MFDC has seemingly lost direction and to a degree no longer driven by the goal 

of addressing collective grievances that started the conflict in the first place.  

The actions of the elite being caught up in self enriching scheme termed 

corruption/greed, translates in relative deprivation and basic human needs perspectives as an 

explanation of the consequent move and practise elites have become accustomed. Thus, if 

elite group in a society do not share the “richness” or “power” with other elites in a legitimate 

way, the phenomenon described above emerges. Hence, these elites have been denied what 

all other elites in other regions have been or are “enjoying” the right to self-fulfil 

“aspirations/ambitions” and live a higher standard of living.  

Theoretically, this shifting trend from a relative deprivation perspective can be 

understood in terms of the declining levels of expectations of the masses thus, diminishing 

the level of relative deprivation, to the extent that the elite see no other solution to their 

continuously high relative deprivation state. Hence they becoming more inclined to 

manipulation, in order to achieve their long term goal “recognition and elite status” through 

the struggle at the interest level of source of conflict, since they did not manage with the 
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support of the masses to either renegotiate entry or re-entry particularly within the politico-

economic strata of Senegal. This maybe explained as the lack of or reverse trend in mutual 

meeting point in the relation between the elite and masses relative deprivation. The discontent 

which once flamed/fanned and yielded popular support for MFDC has seemingly died down 

among masses while elite regarded their societal position as remained weakened and 

threatened.      

6.3 Instrumentalisation/Politicisation - Ethnic Identity and Mobilisation  

 

Accordingly, the theories of Gurr and Burton, concurring with Azar, stated that the 

collective recognition of individual grievances (discontent/frustration) naturally leads to 

collective protest (Azar, 1990:12). This leads to making of political demands (Nilsson, 

1999:232), in some instances, through elite manipulative power and/ or elite driven to mass 

mobilisation, but more so through popular social movement/uprising.  Hence, the elite left in 

a weakened state, lacking/failing to meet their developmental/aspirations and needs marked 

the beginning of instrumentalisation of politics among the frustrated/discontented group of 

elites, on the other hand, the politicisation of group identity among the masses. This change 

can be understood in terms of the beginning of collective/civil disobedience/ demonstrations 

etc. which is powered by discontent also of the masses hence ethnic identity a major source 

of broad/mass mobilisation and flaming mass grievances that stems from the broad base 

relative deprivation.  

Thus the politicisation process seemingly suggested that Casamancias and in 

particular the Diola ethnic identity group started to perceive and/ or interpret the lacking 

development, neglect and marginalisation  as were link to and also an attacked directed 

towards the Diola ethnic identity i.e. the retrenchment programme is a good case, described 

above. Thus, the affected concluded as simply because they are Diolas. Hence the ethnic 

identity became a unifying and mobilising tool for what has always been underlying issues of 

deprivation/individual sufferings.  In a society where elite perceive themselves of being 

deprived/blocked of self actualisation, of being part and parcel of the state machine and 

societal inclusion results in the group interest instrumentalisation as a driving force and also 

creating that meeting point of elite-mass relations.  
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The Casamance conflict is of a type hard to separate real aspirations for self-

determination, motivated by collective grievances of which includes issues of relative 

deprivation/poverty but, one that has no underlying ethnic grounding. Besides, the conflict 

apart from being classed territorial is also ethno-political in nature. Conteh-Morgan (2004) 

argued that ethno nationalist conflict
22

 as such does not exist; it is the socioeconomic and 

other causes of conflicts manifested along ethnic and identity lines (Conteh-Morgan 

2004:193).  

Thus, its ethnic dimension presents a complex picture. It is important to stress the 

quantitative advantage/domination of the Diola ethnic identity group within the region thus, 

forming the numbers in MFDC structure and membership. It is also possible to see the 

existence of a vertical type monopolisation of the political and economic structures by the 

privileged Wolof and other northern ethnic identity groups. Hence, an element/component of 

ethnic agenda can be traced in the war, particularly the link between Diola ethnic identity 

group and poverty, a strong illustration to politicisation of identity as well as a key mobilising 

instrument/tool. Although it is not the reason of the conflict, it is fingerprint is visible in the 

MFDC use as a mobilising instrument. However, Burton maintains that identity alone is not 

sufficient it needs organisational expression (Burton, 1990:559). Thus, the existence of 

MFDC, using the social cleavages and/ or flame the discontentations as main instruments of 

mobilisation/recruitment. Hence, the instrumentalisation and politicisation processes of 

fanning the discontent have to a degree driven by the character of ethnic identity.  

Using Gurr and Harff (1998:558-560) perspectives on the mobilisation processes 

suggest three dependent factors and these are manifested within the Casamance conflict: 

First, group incentives for collective action: relates to the extent members are or 

perceive themselves to be disadvantaged in comparison with other groups with whom they 

interact, historical factors linking to collective loss of autonomy, the region not part of the 

structure that currently govern it, the experiences of discrimination and repression by a state 

or dominant group, and grievances of past injustices.  

                                                           
22

 Occurs due largely to issues of defining boundaries, determining the goals and policies of a political 

community, the equitable distribution of resources or the struggle for sacred resources within the state (Conteh 

Morgan, 2004:193) 
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Second, group capacity for collective action: driven by a sense of common identity in 

a collectivity provides the potential for joint action in pursuit of common or collective 

objectives. Thus, the degree of mobilisation is driven by two factors: First, strength of group 

identity and relates the extent to which the group differs from others with respect to language, 

religious beliefs, customs and values etc. Second, militant mobilisation refers to an 

organisation framework for the rebellion that acts on behalf a group’s name and interests. 

Third, group opportunity for collective actions: the support of kindred groups linked 

to the provocative actions of neighbouring state is a major determinant of the magnitude of 

ethno rebellion. They become both a source of emulation/inspiration, when in power they 

become a source of material and military support and also of sanctuary for fighters. 

These factors above are potent sources of mobilisation and also conflict causes, and 

are illustrative of the Casamance conflict. Thus, the findings show the ethnic facet to this 

conflict is both a traditional divide that existed before the colonial period, but one that 

colonialism has strengthened. This in essence, is what Gurr termed “decremental” 

deprivation; “what they had”, here colonialism has disrupted/disturbed the traditional 

structures that existed, undermining the authority of the traditional rulers. Thus this form of 

deprivation is common in “traditional” societies of which Casamance and Diola ethnic 

identity group largely existed (Conteh Morgan, 2004:71). In addition, the handing over of 

power to certain handpicked ethnic grouping was to yield a perceived ethnic line to secure 

power, with implications of depriving or pushing others off the socioeconomic and political 

ladder/opportunities (ibid:206). 

6.4 Conflict Management & Resolution 

 

According to Azar, effective management of conflicts requires building consensus augmented 

by socioeconomic development (Azar, 1999:1). From the Casamance angle, these are 

challenging given that the conflict is on-going, with a high level of insecurity and GoS 

limited by its economy. On the other hand, it is difficult reaching consensus particularly 

given the divide within MFDC and also of the GoS reluctance to negotiate certain demands 

of the movement particularly of independence/autonomy. Thus, the position of MFDC 

suggests seemingly a search for credible third party involvement. Hence, the push for an 

internationalisation of the peace process of the conflict. While the movement has many 

unique characters in comparison to most violent ethnic or war oriented groups/movements, 
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particularly of its inception as a civil society (social/political) protest movement, not as a 

military/armed resistance. This can be a crucial factor in the problem solving process by 

revert trend mode of using greater civil society participation.  

The movement is increasingly divided, a growing sense of unpredictability regarding 

the movement’s direction/action and objectives. In addition and of significance both as a 

consequence of the divide as well as an independent factor is the vacuum created by the lack 

of a recognised agreed leadership, an issue that cannot be neglected in the eventual problem 

solving and provention. While the conflict now handled by its third successive 

administration/government since March 2012, incumbent president Macky Sall is seemingly 

focused on advance decentralisation policies and reinstituting the transnational dimension 

back into solving the Casamance dispute (Crisis Watch, 2012:4 and Châtelot, 2012). In the 

past, various approaches and different conflict management styles have been used “politico-

military-diplomacy”. Hence, I can only conclude that management style is largely dependent 

on the temperaments of the leadership and subject to change.  

Theoretically, this suggests the lack of coherent and systematic conflict management 

and problem solving conflict resolution mechanisms, which makes clear the consequences 

and cost of an actor’s behaviour (Burton, 1999:3). This focuses on the underlying 

sources/causes of the conflict. Hence, the Casamance conflict using the theory of Burton is 

deeply rooted in human needs dissatisfaction of basic needs of the elite and the masses, the 

interests of the elite to fulfil their aspirations/ambitions and like other elite share the riches 

and power, and the perseveration of values; customs and beliefs, characteristic of the Diola 

ethnic identity group against oppression, discrimination, disregard for Diola heritage, culture 

and traditions etc., which all formed a cocktail of problems. 

What the Casamance presents in terms of peace making is to large extent ill-

conceived and premature agreements/deals in the past. Mostly not encompassing enough and/ 

or failed to involve all concerned actors. Hence, what is lacking is concrete problem solving 

mechanisms; characteristic of its on-going nature, often requiring reconceptualisation in light 

of changing environment/problem, the need to deal with the totality of the problem and to 

deal with it at source/origin. Furthermore, it encourages open and critical dialogue, where 

common issues, knowledge and perceptions relevant are the realities of parties to the conflict, 

while the crucial third party role is to facilitate, and must stay neutral (Burton, 1990:202-

204).  
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In light of the above, Casamance suffers from the lack of credible third party 

involvement, countries like France, The Gambia and Guinea Bissau cannot to larger extent 

realistically be term credible given their alleged involvements, historical and ethnic links as 

the case have been with the publication of the Charpy report; this in my opinion was not a 

right move given the colonial legacy as well as the client patronage relations between the 

Senegalese governments and France. I will use my pre-understanding to describe this 

relationship using a famous quotation from “Senegambia” translated – “a relation of one head 

like that cannot be divided into two”. 

Thus, any problem solving process employed in Casamance will be concern with 

these causes/sources rather of a negotiated and consensus politico-diplomacy. This conflict is 

seeded in both institutional and human characteristics. Hence, issues of human needs 

satisfaction as Burton suggested will usually require both environmental and policy 

restructuring, but unless underlying causes are treated there can be no resolution (Burton, 

1990:5). The Burton provention perspective emphasised that resolution of conflict is not 

regarded as the cessation of hostilities alone, rather an integrated process considering both the 

long-term sustainable factors which consolidates the preventive mechanisms that create or 

alter the environment conducive to and mitigate conflict prone conditions (Burton 1990:18). 

Given the ill-conceived nature of past agreements, may have led me to rule out the existence 

of any serious preventative and long-term mechanisms. However, current development 

efforts being undertaking, as well as the consequences of the conflict on the masses which 

have begun to diminish their support of the movement. Hence, to some degree creating that 

enabling environment and conditions which allows for the introduction of other components 

to conflict management, resolution and provention processes as suggested by Burton and 

Azar respectively. 

6.5 Outside Interferences 

 

  The outsider interferences to a large degree remain to challenge the conflict problem 

solving. The alleged manipulative hands of the two neighbouring countries, attributed to 

values, cultural and ethnic linkages between The Gambia/Guinea Bissau and Casamance. On 

the other hand, the geopolitical and security interest, their alleged roles and interests in both 

the war economy and war efforts of the MFDC for an independent Casamance. Thus, 

facilitating and/or providing logistical support as well as cross border attacks and insurgent 
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safe heavens have bred a relationship of enmity; of suspicion/fear. In addition, the 

transnational dimension creates a low-level sub regional security complex, comprised of 

Senegal [Casamance], Guinea Bissau and The Gambia. These are “states whose primary 

security concerns link together sufficiently closely that their national security cannot 

realistically be considered apart as well as whose powers do not extend much, if at all beyond 

the range of their immediate neighbours” (Buzan, 1990:190, 195). This complex is existent 

on established notion of mutuality, bounded by a high level of domestic threat due to 

geographic proximity, the intertwined socioeconomic, political and ethnic factors discussed 

above. Hence, a strong level of enmity exists, arising from the longstanding historical 

character between peoples, ethnic as well as ideological alliances.  
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Chapter 7 Conclusions 

This chapter aims to review data generated from the findings and analysis and to draw a 

conclusion and make recommendations.  

What we see in the Casamance conflict is in fact entirely dependent or emerged from 

the non-satisfaction of basic human needs and other developmental requirements. Thus, the 

relative deprivation is expressed in terms of the levels of poverty and social 

exclusion/marginalisation. It will also be a challenge to overcome the deep seated roots of 

resentments/stereotyping, ethnic as well as territorial divides that existed and upon which for 

so long the people have endured pain thus; peaceful existence will always be challenged 

especially given the principal driving factor of relative deprivation/poverty. 

I am inclined to conclude a lack of serious commitment on the part of GoS to resolve 

the Casamance matter rather still using the common tactic “give it time it will fizzle out”. 

While the MFDC is fractured, driven by self-enrichment and achieving individual 

aspiration/ambitions, lacking to a degree any sense of direction; divided between claims for 

independence, increase autonomy and the moderates “we are fine remaining/ being part of 

Senegal” camps respectively. 

In concluding and answering “what could be a peace making strategy based on 

relative deprivation and provention perspective in Casamance”. I will draw on all aspects of 

this research to provide a somewhat strategy that puts into consideration the existing and 

deficient structures particularly of the main faction MFDC, and a deprivation strategy that is 

built around the satisfaction of basic human needs but one that rejects the notion of the 

conflict as being based primarily as a search for political power although it forms a part. 

Thus, the existence of elite relative deprivation alongside the needs of masses, avenues must 

be caved for elite participation towards processes of socioeconomic and political integration. 

Thus such strategy is anchored on three pillars: 

First, a decentralisation policy that is accompanied by a move towards some degree of 

autonomy or of devolved administrative systems. 

Second, encompassing increased socioeconomic development, this will not be easy 

having lost several decades of development underpinned by social segregation etc., the 

strengthening as well as instituting of new avenues for investment and state increase 
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allocation of resources to cob the regional imbalance. In sum, it must consider and include 

satisfying the basic human needs, honours the socio-cultural status/setting of the Diola ethnic 

identity group and Casamance in general. 

Third, the credible third party involvement, one which the conflict has always lacked 

and also seeming one which the MFDC has been crying for, particularly of a type that is at 

least neutral in the meaning of the word. This is crucial given the vulnerability element in 

implementing peace agreements. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The chapter above discussed data and draw conclusions. The section below aims to 

make Lessons learnt/recommendations, based on the data generated above. 
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7.1 Lessons learnt & Recommendations 

 

The recommendations have been identified and put forward in the following. This research 

outlined two main lessons; 

This conflict shows us that peoples of varying origins, customs and traditions etc. 

cannot be conditioned to join together and what we see is a typical classic case among other 

factors that is fanning the conflict.  

The lacking credible third party involvement as well as the geo strategic 

interest/security concerns meant low level protracted and forgotten conflicts are likely to 

continue forever without reaching a solution. 

Based on the findings and analysis, the project considers among others issues required to 

reaching a durable and amicable settlement of the conflict, the following: 

Any undertaking/effort towards peace making must address or at least reach a 

common understanding on issues directly linked to colonial parameters.  

The MFDC must reconcile their differences and present a united voice, this starts with 

having a recognisable leadership, endorsed by the majority.  

The GoS must institute/strengthen mechanisms that put into consideration the 

underlying causes of the conflict, in this case relative deprivation.  

The transnational deminsion of the conflict among the factors crucial to reaching a 

durable solution must be considered. The roles of the neighbouring countries as critical 

stakeholders and whose involvement in any problem solving is paramount, given both their 

support in the war effects as well as profiting in the war economy.  

The need for regionalised or international monitoring and peacekeeping mechanisms 

must be implemented that goes beyond the issuance of statements of condemnations from the 

ECOWAS/UN Security council. Despite, its low nature Casamance has not reached a post 

conflict era yet. 

It is also relevant put into account the processes of demobilising the MFDC 

armed/guerrilla units and reintegration into normal life as well as redeployment of the 

Senegalese security forces.  
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Peace making will thus require both a political will as well as changing the wartime 

economy to a legitimate peace time economy which is major driving force in the conflict, 

driven by economic development. 

 

Finally, this research recognised amongst many issues within the Casamance conflict 

and put forward that future or further research be conducted into the viability of the MFDC 

cause for independence. I must underscore that such research be undertaking as a field study 

so as to talk to people involved and those affected given the diminishing support and 

inconsistent direction of the movement.
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