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Abstract 
 

This bachelor's thesis has been conducted based on an interest in the women's empowerment 

processes taking place in India after the 2012 Delhi gang rape,  and after the suicide of Amina Filali in 

Morocco in 2012. The goal of the study is to analyze whether there are similarities in the way the 

processes unfold, based on Hans Abrahamsson's (2003) work on structural change, and to analyze how 

far the processes of change have advanced. In order to do so, a qualitative, abductive study of each 

country was conducted and later compared through the framework of Abrahamsson's three key 

concepts in order to analyze similarities and differences. 

 

Based on secondary- and tertiary sources from both academia and media, the thesis attempts to 

create a holistic picture of the developments by discussing opinions accessible both to the broader 

public and scholarly community. 

 

The thesis suggests that neither India nor Morocco show signs of permanent strategic gender 

changes, or structural change, but are instead situated in the problem-solving phase of the model. 

Neither country can be seen as having experienced strategic gender changes, as they have failed to 

satisfy strategic gender interests. India appears further along in its process, as the government has been 

forced to take larger problem-solving measures in order to stifle the protests. Morocco on the other 

hand, has survived on the promise of change alone. Recently, both countries have experienced a second 

tragedy similar to their first, the results of which remain to be seen. In the light of past developments, 

this thesis predicts future strategic gender changes are more likely in India than Morocco, albeit 

problematic in both. 
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interests
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1 Introduction 
 
1.1 The Research Problem 

 
India is a country of paradoxes, simultaneously holding a status as the world's largest 

democracy, and one of the worst places for a woman to live. The UN Gender Related Development 

Index provides a bleak picture of the country's gender equality. In 2009 the UN placed India as 

number 134 of the 182 countries included in the Index (Tung & Haq, 2012: 224). Other examples of 

the low status of women exhibited by large parts of the society include the frequent infanticides of 

female fetuses and newborns. The Lancet Medical Journal estimates that in the first decade of the 

21st century India has seen the selective abortion of as many as six million female fetuses (Srivas- 

tava & Mehrotra, 2013: 12), resulting in the most uneven gender distribution since independence. 

There are today only 914 girls per 1000 boys under the age of six (Coleman, 2013). Tung & Haq 

(2012: 223) state that, contrary to the common belief that development brings lowered levels of sex- 

based abortions, the prevalence of infanticides have actually increased in the recent decades. Thus, 

the overall trend has, despite the many political gains Indian women have accomplished in recent 

decades, not indicated significant strategic gender changes. 

 

However, that changed recently. Awareness for gender empowerment has seen a recent up- 

swing after a tragic incident in December of 2012, when a young woman was brutally raped by six 

men. The woman died days after the attack due to the severity of her injuries, and her death sparked 

protests across the nation. What has become commonly known as the "Delhi gang rape" seems to 

have started a nation-wide debate on women’s rights, and renewed global interest in the less demo- 

cratic traits of Indian politics. Although women's movements have a history of well over a hundred 

years in India (Krishnaraj, 2012), they have rarely- if ever- enjoyed such international recognition 

as now. 
 

In Morocco, similar developments seem to be taking place. Morocco has long suffered from 

institutionalized gender discrimination, such as with Article 475- the so called “rape-marriage law.” 

The article allows for a rapist to avoid charges by marrying the victim, as a way of avoiding shame 

upon the victim's family (Amnesty International, 2013: 5). In March of 2012, this law lead to the 

suicide of a 16-year old woman by the name of Amina Filali. After having been forced to wed her 

rapist, she resorted to take her own life (Salime, 2012a:104), and her death lead to massive protests 

across the country. Early in 2013, the Moroccan government proposed to abolish the law and the 

bill has since been written, but not approved. Additionally, the February 20th movement has shed
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light on other discriminating areas of the law (Salime, 2012a). As with the case of India, the 

women's movement of Morocco is nothing new, having started to take form during the 1960s it has 

gone through both a first and second generation of activists (Naciri, 1998:7). However, they have 

received little attention outside the academic sphere until recently. 

 
 
 

1.2 Research Purpose and Contribution 
 

The purpose of this thesis is to identify whether there are similarities in the processes under- 

way for women's rights in India and Morocco, by applying Hans Abrahamssons's (2003) framework 

for structural change on ongoing process for structural changes. This provides an opportunity to 

identify some of the mechanisms needed in order to make it possible for structural gender changes 

to occur. In the words of Hans Abrahamsson: “...the research area related to structural change is less 

well charted (Abrahamsson, 2003:xxii).” 

 

The discussions surrounding the implications of New Delhi gang rape and the Morocco rape 

marriage law are still very young, and my initial literature review suggests that few have published 

articles analyzing possible connections between the two countries, nor studied it through the eyes of 

Abrahamsson. Additionally, structural change is a lengthy process. Instituting significant changes, 

let alone measuring their effects, within such a short time frame is almost impossible. Thus, the ob- 

jective is that this thesis can contribute by drawing upon the existing debate of the two separate 

cases to create a comparative analysis of the process and its current characteristics. Hopefully the 

application of Abrahamsson can represent the use of a different set of glasses through which we can 

analyze the developments. 

 

 
 
 

1.3 Research Questions 
 

- By analyzing the recent processes of improving gender equality in Morocco and India through 

the lens of Abrahamsson's model for structural change, which similarities or differences in the two 

countries' processes emerge? 

 

- Is it possible to identify more specifically where in the model the respective country’s process 

is situated, and if so, what does this imply for future developments?
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1.4 Theoretical Orientation 
 

This paper takes its point of departure in a transformative world view, as it strives to identify 

commonalities in the processes towards gender equality in order to improve the status of women. 

This world view works particularly well for the feminist aspects of this paper, through the concep- 

tual use of Molyneux’s (1985) practical and strategic gender needs. Molyneux’s framework is built 

around a transformative purpose and views feminist studies as a political investigation into and of 

how to influence the power dimensions of various levels of society, to improve the lives of women 

(Hassim, 2005). Hans Abrahamsson bases his work on the model for structural change (2003) on 

critical theorists such as Braudel and Polyani. Since his conceptual framework is the lens through 

which my thesis will be conducted and heavily influenced, there will thus be an element of critical 

theory. There will also be some influence of feminist theory given the nature of the topic. It is very 

difficult to discuss the topic without mentioning terms such as patriarchy and masculine culture, tra- 

ditionally the terminology of feminist theory. In particular, the terms practical gender needs and 

strategic gender interests are frequently used throughout the thesis. 

 

 
 
 

1.5 Analytical Framework 
 

Abrahamsson (2003) builds his model on three core concepts: problem-solving measures, non- 

intentional outcomes, and contradictory circumstances. When unrest arises within a system, prob- 

lem-solving measures are instituted to stabilize the situation. If they are insufficient, these measures 

can create non-intentional outcomes in which the advocates of the status quo actually increase the 

level of frustration in civil society, despite acting to preserve the current system. Contradictory cir- 

cumstances are then the result of the failed efforts to deal with issues, which eventually exceeds the 

capability of the current structure.  When the state of affairs has reached a situation of contradictory 

circumstances, the interests of elite groups may start to shift as their dominant position is now 

threatened by the possible collapse of a structure they have avidly supported. Thus, there can be an 

evolution of coinciding interests between civil society groups revolting against the status quo, and 

the elite groups. Then, finally the elite and the civil society begin to mobilize, and eventually this 

may lead to structural change.
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1.6 Methodology 
 

In terms of methodology, this thesis is a content analysis in the form of a qualitative desk study, 

relying exclusively on secondary and tertiary sources. At first, data is described inductively in the 

sections on background and findings. However, the majority of this study has been conducted as a 

comparative abductive study. Two separate abductive processes were first conducted- one of India 

and one of Morocco- and then later cross-examined to see if any patterns or similarities became vis- 

ible. Both processes have been conducted through the framework of Abrahamsson, a framework 

that also set the parameters of evaluation during the comparative stage of the study. 
 

 
 
 

1.7 Disposition of the Thesis 
 

The first chapter of this thesis presents a short introduction to the background of the research 

problem, as well as the research questions and objective, the analytical framework and methodol- 

ogy, the (de)limitations and finally the ethical considerations. Chapter two treats the analytical 

framework, describing the foundations of Abrahamsson’s framework and introducing relevant con- 

cepts. In the third chapter, the methodology is explained including validity processes and the 

(dis)advantages of the choice of methodology. Next, the fourth chapter offers brief background in- 

formation on the situation women have faced in India and Morocco, thus setting the stage for the 

findings presentation in chapter five. After presenting the findings, chapter six is reserved to analyz- 

ing the findings using Abrahamsson’s framework. Finally, chapter seven presents concluding re- 

marks and a brief section on what may lie ahead for the respective countries. 

 

 
 
 

1.8 Limitations and Delimitations 
 

Here, limitations refer to that which the thesis may not capture or understand by using a cer- 

tain approach. It is thus not an intentional exclusion of knowledge, but rather a risk involved with 

certain aspects of the researcher or methodology. Delimitation on the other hand is a conscious de- 

cision to delimit oneself to only certain sources or issues. 

 

The first and most important limitation this thesis faces is the lack of available data, mainly 

due to the recent nature of the developments. Some has been written, but as we are still living in the 

aftermath few have drawn thorough conclusions as of now. Equally limiting is the lack of scholarly 

debate on possible connections between the two cases. As with any young research, much is still up 

for debate.



5  

Although the goal of the study is to identify processes which can be generalized for women's 

empowerment, the results of the analysis may not be applicable to other countries than India or Mo- 

rocco. Further, access to primary sources is limited. As for the secondary and tertiary sources, the 

gender empowerment processes under way are still so young in both India and Morocco that there 

are a limited number of academic texts regarding the subject. This means that there are few peer-re- 

viewed sources to rely on. 

 

Finally, as I am not proficient in neither Hindi nor Arabic, I have delimited myself to English 

and French publications. This may limit this thesis' ability to capture some aspects of the issues. 

The same holds true for the fact that this thesis is written based on the backgrounds and attitudes of 

someone standing outside the social structure, as opposed to the results of a field study. 

 

1.9 Ethical Considerations 
 

The main ethical consideration for this thesis is that because the research will revolve around 

sensitive subjects such as rape, great care must be given to preserve the dignity of the victims. Cit- 

ing cases of rape must only be a way of underpinning claims regarding Indian and Moroccan patri- 

archy and never sensationalist or derogatory.
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2 Analytical Framework 
 

Since Abrahamsson's model is used both as an analytical framework and a methodological 

tool, the lines between the two become somewhat blurred in this thesis. However, I will discuss the 

theoretical and epistemological implications of Abrahamsson’s model in this section, and will con- 

centrate on how to methodologically make use of the model in the proceeding section. 

 

2.1 Foundations of the Analytical Framework 
 

This thesis attempts to analyze the processes underway demanding gender equality in India 

and Morocco respectively through the lens of Hans Abrahamsson’s (2003) model for structural 

change. His motivation, as explained in the foreword by Björn Hettne, is 

 

“...how to seize the opportunity, when structural conditions on various levels of the 

world system combine, to create an opening to improve matters.” (Hettne in Abrahams- 

son, 2003:xii) 

 

This statement lies close to the purpose and aspirations of this thesis, and makes the model a 

good fit for analysis; it adheres to the epistemological foundations of the thesis. 

 

Abrahamsson (2003: xvii) discusses his model largely in the context of world order structure 

in the era of globalization, and aims to answer how the irreversible process of globalization can be 

made more inclusive. Additionally, he makes two important claims that guide the focus of the anal- 

ysis: first, that development is inherently conflictual, and second that “...the approach to develop- 

ment and subsequent social change is a politically driven process (Abrahamsson, 2003: xix).” This 

suggests that the findings of the analysis should point to political action as the driving force behind 

change and that the process that proceeds it should be conflictual, for the analysis to operate within 

Abrahamsson’s framework. His research also takes its theoretical point of departure in contesting 

the assumption in Peace and Development studies that discusses structural change as a process 

which we cannot influence (Abrahamsson, 2003:xxii). By doing so he opens up for the possibility 

that by analyzing past events through the framework of the model, we may have the opportunity to 

influence future developments. We are, in fact, not slaves under the process but rather masters of it.
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he Mode 2.2 Explaining t                l 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 1 (Abrahamsson, 2003: 98) 
 

 
Abrahamsson (2003) creates his model for structural change around three core concepts; 

problem-solving measures, non-intentional outcomes, and contradictory circumstances. He situates 

them at different stages throughout the model, and lets the gray area represent situations in which 

structural change is necessary to solve the problem (figure 1). The model explains the driving forces 

as follows: There are certain contradictions in the structure of societies which the current structure 

may, should the contradictions escalate, not be able to manage with the existing system. When a 

government or world structure attempts to deal with this situation using problem-solving measures, 

paradoxes can occur. In this model, these paradoxes are called non-intentional outcomes. The non- 

intentional outcomes may actually reinforce the original issue that the structure attempted to solve- 

and a state of contradictory circumstance ensues. Abrahamsson  points out contradictory 

circumstances “...is a relative and subjective concept, which is first and foremost dependent on how 

the problems that the contradictions provoke are perceived by the elite and civil society 

respectively” (Abrahamsson, 2003: 99).  If these contradictions require solutions outside the 

existing structure, structural change is required to solve them. This state is referred to as non- 

manageable situations. And thus, a process of change has occurred. 

 

Abrahamsson (2003) emphasizes the importance of an active civil society, but argues that they 

alone cannot institute structural changes without the support of elite groups in society. Thus, to 

complement the force of the three steps of the model there is a need for coinciding elite interest, 

where elite interests coincide with civil society needs. The importance of the support from elite 

groups in order to grant weight to the demands of civil society is not understated in Abrahamsson’s 

framework.
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He explains that 
 

"...the empirical findings of this study [Hans Abrahamsson's study] will argue that it is 
 

in the interest of various elite groups to support the envisaged structural change in order 

to avoid global chaos and an organic crisis of the whole system." (Abrahamsson, 

2003:89) 
 
With this we get a motivation for why elites would ever align with the civil society, even when their 

demands would seemingly harm the power or advantage of society’s upper echelons. 

 

2.3 Concepts 
 

This section treats relevant concepts concerning both Abrahamsson's model, and practical and 

strategic gender needs/interests. 

 

2.3.1 Practical and Strategic Gender Needs/Interests 
 

Practical gender needs and strategic gender interests are two concepts coined by Maxine 

Molyneux in 1985, the meaning of which are described in the book “Theoretical Perspectives on 

Gender and Development” by  Parpart et al (2000): 

 
 

 
“Practical gender needs arise out of concrete conditions; these are immediate perceived 

needs, such as the need to provide food, shelter, education, and health care. Strategic 

gender interests arise out of an analysis of women's subordination and require changes 

in the structures of gender, class, and race that define women's position in any given cul- 

ture. Strategic interests include the goal of gender equality.” (Parpart et al, 2000:63) 

 

 
 

Practical gender needs are dependent on individual women's role in the gender division of labor. 

Contrary to strategic gender interests, each practical gender need does not apply to all women. They 

are also more tangible than strategic gender interests, as they concern immediate needs with a much 

shorter time frame for implementation. Strategic gender changes, can be seen as the result of satis- 

faction or sufficient addressing of both practical gender needs and strategic gender interests (Parpart 

et al, 2000:142). By taking the satisfaction of practical gender needs and strategic gender interests 

into account, we add a gender dimension to Abrahamsson’s model and the process of structural 

change. 

 

Throughout the thesis, the term strategic gender changes is used interchangeably used with the 

term ‘structural change’ as that is the terminology of Abrahamsson. The two terms share some com-
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mon features that allows them to be used interchangeably for this purpose. Both terms refer to 

changes that affect the system for all people living within it, and concern less tangible elements of 

society such as culture, modes of thinking or legal systems. Strategic gender changes funnels struc- 

tural change down to specifically refer to the needs of women. 

 

2.3.2 Civil society 
 

The concept of civil society is tricky to define. Using Abrahamsson’s definition (2003:4) civil 

society consists of both formal and informal structures, defined by its “…degree of civilness.” The 

important function of these structures is to articulate the interests of the people in a given society to 

the state and governing institutions, and create a space for dialogue as opposed to violent conflict. 

Note however that Abrahamsson here uses the term “violent conflict,” since he views all develop- 

ment as driven by conflict (Abrahamsson, 2003: xix). Thus, the function of a civil society is not to 

avoid conflict or clashes of opinion, but rather to find avenues of expressing those views without vi- 

olence. In order to do so, a community or country needs a vibrant civil society both to avoid vio- 

lence and to grant legitimacy to the state (Abrahamsson, 2003:7). 

 

2.3.3 Elite 
 

Elite groups are defined differently depending on the context one is discussing. For the use of 

elite groups in Abrahamsson’s framework, Abrahamsson cites Gramsci in saying that in order for a 

group to be considered part of the elite, they must have a social base large enough for them to have 

a profound impact on the existing institutions, and must also hold somewhat of a status as organiz- 

ers of society (Abrahamsson, 2003.99). Additionally, transformation of structures is not necessarily 

dependent on one single elite group, “…but rather the ensemble of different elites that for various 

reasons realize the necessity of change (Abrahamsson, 2003:99)” 

 

For this thesis, defining the elite groups of India and Morocco influencing each step of the 

model has been very difficult. However, with an issue such as women’s empowerment, men in gen- 

eral seem to fit the description of elite as well as any other group, and is considered as elites in this 

thesis. 

 
 
 
 

2.3.4 Historic Bloc 
 

Abrahamsson bases his work in Gramsci's concept of historic bloc. A historic bloc can be 

viewed as the combined forces of a society's classes, relations, modes of productions etc. that to- 

gether work towards maintaining hegemony (Abrahamsson, 2003:7). When a situation arises where
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contradictions demand problem-solving measures, and a process unfolds according to Abrahams- 

son's model, a contra-hegemonic bloc can be created. The creation of a contra-hegemonic bloc re- 

quires that the ensemble of elites' interests coincide with the needs of civil society and their de- 

mands gain significant support. Eventually, this bloc can become strong enough to gradually phase 

out the existing hegemonic bloc and create a new historical bloc. 

 

2.3.5 Structural Change 
 

Let us then define Abrahamsson’s use of structural change. There are two key statements that 

embody his approach to this term: 

 

"With the term 'structural change', I mean an intentional transformation of the structures 

constituting the regimes of the world order as such (I.e. the pattern of rules that consti- 

tute the framework and the realities within which the various actors at various levels are 

acting)." (Abrahamsson, 2003:91) 

 

 
 

"Thus, structural change should be conceived as a process in which the counter-point 

gradually subsumes the mainstream. New structures from 'within' take over old struc- 

tures and become dominant even though parts of the old structure will remain." (Abra- 

hamsson, 2003:94) 

 

 
 

For this thesis, this has two important implications. 
 

First, Abrahamsson stresses that the transformation must be intentional. Thus, it is irrelevant to 

discuss events which cannot logically be seen as a direct result of political actions within the recent 

time period. 

 

Second, the last statement means that in order for this thesis to analyze where in the process to- 

wards structural change each country lies, it has to evaluate whether the new demand of women’s 

equality has yet become dominant. Thus, if the analysis renders that the counter-hegemonic de- 

mands are strong and have the potential to create a new historical bloc, but have yet to do so, there 

is no evidence that structural change is imminent.
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3 Methodology 
 

This section first explains the fundamentals of qualitative research. Next, I clarify what abduc- 

tive studies entail and explain how the abductive analysis is conducted. The section also discusses 

why content analysis was a suitable fit for method. Next, we deal with the data collection methods 

and analysis/presentation of the data. Finally, the chapter describes how the model on structural 

change developed by Abrahamsson (2003) is employed to systematize information, and what guide- 

lines were set out to ensure the quality of the gathered data. I will first give a description of how the 

functions and elements of the model have been utilized as an analytical tool, and next discuss valid- 

ity and reliability measures. Each section discusses the potential limitations that the choice of 

method/methodology may present. 

 

 
 
 

3.1 Qualitative Study 
 
 
 

 
3.1.1 Explanation of Qualitative Research 

 
Creswell provides the following definition of qualitative research: 

 
 

 
“Qualitative research is an approach for exploring and understanding the meaning 

of individuals or groups ascribe to a social or human problem. The process of research 

involves emerging questions and procedures, data typically collected in the participants 

setting, data analysis inductively building from particulars to general themes, and the re- 

searcher making interpretations of the meaning of the data...” (Creswell, 2014: 4) 

 

 
 

First, the thesis discusses the way in which the Indian and Moroccan public and authorities 

have started to shift their views on women's role and rights in society- there is a shift from passive 

neglect to active concern in the meaning they ascribe to the problem of gender discrimination. 

Next, the research process for the essay has been constantly changing and creating new questions as 

more and more angles of the problem came to light, through my interpretations of the data that I 

have collected. This data builds inductively (even though this is in fact an abductive study, some in- 

ductive “conclusions” are part of the abductive analysis) from the particular cases of India and Mo- 

rocco to draw general assumptions around the theme of processes of structural change to strategic 

gender needs. However, since this is a desk study relying primarily on secondary data, data is not
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collected in the participants setting, but rather gathered through searches on academic journals, me- 

dia outlets, and government publications. 

 

 
 
 

3.2 Comparative, Abductive Study 
 

It should be noted that even though the main structure and nature of the study is abductive, the 

initial data collection and presentation of findings has been conducted through a more inductive 

mode of inference. 

 

Danermark et al (2002: 80) define the structure of abduction as follows: “To interpret and re-con- 

textualize individual phenomena within a conceptual framework or set of ideas.” They claim its 

strength to be the possibility of understanding single processes in the context of the bigger picture. 

For this thesis, as an abductive study, it means that this analysis has the potential of expanding our 

understanding of advancements in strategic gender needs by interpreting two specific processes- In- 

dia and Morocco- through the framework of Abrahamsson. 

 

The choice to carry out this thesis as an abductive study is based on a desire to provide a new 

aspect of two specific cases. Abduction provides a way of evaluating two cases through the same 

framework, comparing them, and analyzing their differences and similarities. 

 

3.3 Reliability and Validity 
 

There is for abduction no evaluative criteria to determine the validity of an analysis, and it 

can often be very difficult to assess the validity of inferences from abductive studies (Danermark et 

al, 2002:80). 

 

Creswell (2014:201) cites Gibbs (2007) when explaining qualitative reliability as the conceptu- 

alization of the researcher remains equal through the study of different projects, and in the approach 

to different researchers. This thesis ensures reliability by carefully documenting each step in the 

data collection process and analysis under section 3.5 Data Systematization. This means that an- 

other researcher should be able to replicate the results of this study by following the same steps. 

However, qualitative studies places the researcher as a key element to methodology, and an exact 

replication is therefore unlikely even with well-documented research procedure: with a new re- 

searcher comes a whole new set of biases. 

 

When defining qualitative validity, Creswell (2014:201) again turns to Gibbs (2007) and argues 

that “...the researcher checks for the accuracy of the findings by employing certain procedures.” 

These procedures will be explained below. Creswell (2014:201) recommends using multiple valid-
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ity strategies when conducting qualitative research. For this thesis, these will include clarifying the 

bias of the researcher, and presenting negative or discrepant information. 

 

3.3.1 Researcher Bias 
 

“Good qualitative research contains comments by the researchers about how their inter- 

pretation of the findings is shaped by their background, such as gender, culture, history, 

and socioeconomic origin.” (Creswell, 2014:202) 

 

 
 

As a young woman with a background in feminist theory, it is hard not to have certain under- 

standings of the situation even before studying this particular problem. I was born and raised in a 

socioeconomically wealthy household in Sweden, a rich Western country with a comparatively pro- 

gressive stance on gender equality. The reality of poor or discriminated women in India or Morocco 

is one I am eager to understand, but unable to fully comprehend given the nature of my own up- 

bringing. As with all qualitative research, my background, epistemological assumptions and values 

will inevitably influence the analysis. Thus, I wish to establish my basic background and hopes for 

this study, so that the readers for themselves can evaluate the analysis with my background in mind. 

 

First, the rape of Nirbhaya and the marriage that led to the suicide of Amina Filali have 

deeply shocked me. The horror I feel on their behalf is one of the main reasons behind choosing to 

conduct this study. Hence, my ultimate wish is that this study can shed some light on how we can 

create an environment or a chain of events that can constitute the same tipping point as these two 

tragic occurrences did, without anyone else having to suffer the same fate. Second, I am genuinely 

opposed to gender discrimination in every aspect. Thus, my interpretation of scholarly work, new 

articles, law texts and so forth are interpreted with those values in mind. 

 

Next, I have a transformative world view and my approach to research is coherent with criti- 

cal theory. In terms of critical theory, Abrahamsson and I share the same theoretical convictions, 

which means that this conviction is already accounted for in the choice of his model. The transfor- 

mative world view however, puts the focus of the research on oppressive structures and the real 

lives of the oppressed rather than the oppressor (Creswell, 2014: 10). I will thus grant greater atten- 

tion to texts describing the situation of marginalized women than presenting the motivations of the 

discriminatory institutions. 

 

Establishing my pre-conception is no excuse for putting aside the demands of responsible re- 

search, but a way of ensuring that I, in line with Myrdal’s (1970) approach to value premises, 

openly acknowledge the effects my value premises may have on the analysis. This study has been
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conducted with the possible implications of the role of the researcher in mind and has attempted to 

balance them by putting high demands on the reading and data selection. 

 
 
 
 

3.3.2 Presenting Negative or Discrepant Information 
 

The second attempt to ensure validity for this thesis is by presenting contradicting or dis- 

crepant information. According to Creswell "...discussing contrary information adds to the credibil- 

ity of the account" (Creswell, 2012:202). Thus, I will include information that suggests that changes 

may in fact not have long-term implications, in accordance with the elements of the model. 

 
 
 

3.5 Data Systematization 
 

 

3.5.1 Data Selection 
 

The lack of primary data, mainly due to the unwillingness of those contacted to respond to 

questions surrounding the study, has posed significant demands on the manner in which secondary 

sources are chosen and interpreted. The sources were initially a result of academic data bases such 

as Ebcohost and Project Muse, and mainly concerned the cases of Amina Filali and Nirbhaya them- 

selves. Out of these scholarly works two avenues were pursued; to fill in the gaps of knowledge be- 

fore and after the events sources then started accumulating with vertical chronology, and relevant 

data was pursued through the reference lists of previously read material. Additionally, the publica- 

tions were initially all academically peer-reviewed publications, but searches outside the academic 

debate rendered important information as well. Using articles available to the public in newspapers 

and organizations such as The Guardian and Amnesty International, the thesis has a wider possibil- 

ity of assessing the overall attitudes of the wider public. At this stage, government publications in 

the aftermath of the tragedies (changes to the Criminal Code etc.) were added. With this, the thesis 

widened its scope horizontally as well. 

 

When evaluating the information presented in the wide variety of sources, the framework of 

Abrahamsson was the primary tool. Over every text, the model was placed in order to select the 

pieces of information that was most relevant to the study. Sometimes the model remained unfin- 

ished, filling in only some of the gaps. The two proceeding chapters present a brief introduction to 

India and Morocco, and here the data has been selected in an attempt to present an as holistic pic- 

ture as possible. Although the selection has still been framed with the model in mind, since it is the 

foundation of where the gathering of data would focus its attentions, the selection here has been
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more a question of presenting facts rather than analysis. Facts which are, for obvious reasons, cen- 

tered around women's status in the respective countries. I have tried to maintain a broad set of mate- 

rial from both Western- and domestic scholars (domestic here referring to scholars with and Indian 

or Moroccan background), to try to provide as accurate of a description as possible. This to ensure 

that the reader as well I have a basic knowledge of the context in which the analysis takes place. 

 

Instead, it is first in the findings that I present the contemporary processes that the framework 

places at the center of the changes. The model described under section 2 Analytical Framework also 

serves as a methodological tool for this thesis. The data has been gathered and analyzed using the 

different components of the model. This also results in a fallout of data, as that information not per- 

taining to the aspects of Abrahamsson's model have been weeded out already in the reading process. 

 

 
 
 

3.5.2 Advantages and Disadvantages of Document Data 
 

Creswell (2014:191-192) provides an account of the advantages and disadvantages to using this 

kind of document data. He cites it as an inexpensive source of data for the researcher, and the col- 

lection process can be conducted at any time. Additionally, the texts have often been carefully artic- 

ulated in a manner which a conversation or interview may not, and have been written by partici- 

pants rather than transcribed by the researcher. Disadvantages include potential lack of access to 

protected documents, and potential misunderstandings of a text that may be vaguely articulated- and 

there are few if any ways to ask questions to clarify with the writer. These considerations have been 

taken into account when analyzing the findings. 

 

3.6 Data Interpretation and Presentation 
 

In order to analyze and present data, Abrahamsson's model has been expanded so that each step 

can be divided into four categories; India, Morocco, Similarities and Differences. For example, the 

first section under chapter 7 concerns coinciding interest. First, an analysis of coinciding interests in 

India are presented, and thereafter one on Morocco. Based on this information, similarities and dif- 

ferences are presented separately. After having conducted this process for each step of the model, 

conclusions are drawn about what we can learn from these two processes, whether they seem simi- 

lar or completely different, and whether their current situation can be represented by any single step 

of the model.
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4 A Brief Introduction to Women's Situation 
 

In order for any analysis to be relevant, this thesis must first set the stage on which the process 

occurred. Therefore, the following sections will include a basic introduction to relevant history, po- 

litical situation, international relations, and the overall standing of women in both countries. 

 

4.1 India 
 

Historically, the very notion of what it means to be an Indian woman is fairly new. It was not 

until the 19th century that women were even discussed as a part of society at all, and until indepen- 

dence that they received the status of a person in their own right. Previous to independence, women 

were always discussed as relative of someone else and never as having a separate identity. A 

woman’s worth lay in her being someone’s sister or mother, not in just being her (Trivedi, 

2010:184). This is especially important to point out as this continues to have an impact on women’s 

lives even today, when the family situation and customary law continues to dictate almost every as- 

pect of what a woman’s life should be, effectively overriding the constitution’s principles of equal- 

ity (Trivedi, 2010:203). 

 

In terms of the status of women in India today, it becomes very hard to assemble one concrete 

picture. On the one hand, India is hailed as the world’s largest democracy, having a constitution that 

“...is remarkable in its attention to women (Trivedi, 2010:183).” India was among the first countries 

in the world to elect a female Prime Minister, electing Indira Gandhi in 1966, and in March 2010 a 

bill was introduced to the Parliament to reserve 33 percent of the seats in the Lok Sabha (Lower 

House) for women (Trivedi, 2010:182). Women of the lowest cast, Dalit, won a great victory in 

1995 when Dalit woman Kumari Mayawati became chief minister of Uttar Pradesh. After three 

terms of under one year, she held the position steadily between 2007 and 2012. However, during 

her past five years as chief minister she has started to exhibit similar corrupt behavior as the major- 

ity of Indian politicians, and propagates much less for the rights of women and Dalits than the poli- 

cies that won her the elections (Burke, 2012b). The widespread corruption in Indian bureaucracy 

thus takes a toll on the advancements of strategic gender interests, as they become diluted through- 

out the governing process. 

 

On the other hand, India is a nation that had a 47.8 percent female literacy rate in 2010 and has 

seen the gap between male and female literacy steadily increase since independence. Across the na- 

tion, women’s literacy rate is only half of that of the men in their respective communities (Trivedi, 

2010:182). Chaudhury (2013:2) ranks a variety of cruel and structural issues that plague Indian 

women, ranging from honor killings to acid attacks to brutal rapes of girls as young as 3. Addition-
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ally, as much as 25 percent of women in east India report that they have suffered from marital sex- 

ual violence (Fulu et al, 2013:9.) In the introduction of this paper, worrisome statistics on female in- 

fanticide was mentioned. Thus, the combined picture of how Indian society views women is hard to 

put together. The many advances that Indian women have made in the last century in terms of polit- 

ical representation and a slow but steady integration into the public sphere are hard to interpret in 

the context of the overall views on women. 
 

 

4.2 Morocco 
 

The 2004 Moudawana (Family Code of Morocco) reforms traces back to 1992, when 

women's rights organizations launched the first initiative to rally for change (Catalano, 2013). It 

would however, not be seriously discussed amongst government agencies until King Mohammed 

VI came to power in 1999. The discourse surrounding women's rights in Morocco began to shift 

around the same time, at least at the political level. Early on the new monarch proclaimed his inten- 

tion to increase the rights of Moroccan women, but it remains to be seen even today whether this 

stance on equality has managed to penetrate all levels of society, and not just official political lan- 

guage. 

 

In the period leading up to the mass protests in Rabat and Casablanca 2000, Dennerlein 

(2012) argues that Morocco actually saw a shift of discourse from women's right as a separate con- 

cept to women's rights equaling human rights. However, King Mohammed VI’s ambitious promises 

were quickly challenged with his support of the PANIDF (Plan d'Action National pour l'Intégration 

de la Femme au Développment), a plan of action to integrate Moroccan women into development 

planning instituted by King Mohammed VI's father months before his ascension to the throne (Cata- 

lano, 2013:413). This plan was quickly contested by Islamists, and in the following years the plan 

was completely revoked. Instead, King Mohammed VI opted to create a Consultative Commission 

for the Revision of the Moudawana in 2001. It quickly became evident that the work of the commis- 

sion- largely instituted to silence the mass protests of 2000- had come to a standstill. After a few 

turbulent years, Morocco finally saw reforms to the Moudawana in 2004. The reforms included sev- 

eral important aspects: 

 

“The New Family Code embodied very important substantive changes. For examples, the obligation for 

a woman to have a legal guardian to conclude a marriage contract was abolished, the practice of polygamy 

became virtually impossible, the family was now recognized as being under conjunct supervision of both 

spouses (and not uniquely the husband), judicial divorce (instead of repudiation) became the main way to 

end marriage, women were granted rights of custody to their children in cases of divorce or remarriage, 

and so on.” (Catalano, 2013:414)
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Notably, the government chose not to institute reforms to Article 475- the rape marriage law. 

As will later be discussed in this paper, this law would draw massive attention from all corners of 

the globe and result in renewed uprisings in a country already plagued by rebellion. 

 
 
 

5 Findings 
 
 

5.1 India 
 

 

5.1.1 The Case of Nirbhaya 
 

In the early evening of December 16th, 2012, a young woman now known as Nirbhaya was bru- 

tally raped by six men on a bus in Delhi. After having been to the movies, the 23-year old and her 

male companion, sometimes referred to as her boyfriend but more commonly as her friend, boarded 

a bus to make their way home. On board the bus, six men referring to themselves as staff quickly 

took to harassing Nirbhaya. Upon her friend demanding they stop, the staff proceeded to beat the 

young man. After incapacitating Nirbhaya's companion, all six men then took turns assaulting her. 

The men raped and beat Nirbhaya with a metal rod, pulled out her intestines, and later dumped both 

victims naked along the road. Both were eventually found and hospitalized, and Nirbhaya's friend 

slowly recovered. Unfortunately, Nirbhaya passed away in a Singapore hospital on the morning of 

December 29th, 2012. (Bhattacharya, 2013) 

Already in the early days after the rape, protests were erupting across the country, and continued 

to spread like wildfire after the Nirbhaya's death. Something was happening on the streets of Delhi, 

and something was changing in the Indian debate on women. 

 
 
 

5.1.2 Reactions to the Delhi Gang-rape 
 

In the days and weeks after the Delhi gang rape, concerned citizens took to the streets and de- 

manded changed conditions for women in India. Initially, the government reacted with violence 

rather than diplomacy, and on December 23rd 2012 police took to their batons, employed teargas 

and fired water cannons at the protesters in Delhi (Burke, 2012a). The same day as the police force 

retaliated against protesters and mere seven days after the Delhi gang rape, Justice JS Verma was 

asked to spearhead a committee with the purpose of investigating the need for an amendment to the 

Indian Criminal Law. Already on the first page of the Committee’s report it is made clear that the 

reason behind GOI Notification No. SO (3003) E, a directive from the Indian Government issued 

that same day, is the gang rape of Nirbhaya. The governmental response thus took no more than a
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week. Additionally, the committee was told to finish their investigation by January 23rd, leaving 

them only 30 days to recommend a solution to a problem that had plagued the country for decades. 

The finished Criminal Law (Amendment) Act 0f 2013 was published and enacted on April 
 

2nd, 2013. The Act amends a multitude of chapters throughout the penal code, adding protection for 

victims in contact with public servants and hospital personnel. The new amendment makes it pun- 

ishable by prison for hospital staff not to administer care to victims (Criminal Law (Amendment) 

Act, 2013:2). For rape victims, this theoretically means that they are now ensured fair treatment no 

matter the values of the staff. The amendment pays specific attention to defining and increasing 

punishment for acid attacks, trafficking, rape and sexual harassment. 

 

However, the Criminal Law (Amendment) Act of 2013 was actually introduced to the Lok 

Sahba as the Criminal Law Amendment Bill of 2012 in December 21012, as a result of investiga- 

tions and pressures by women's rights groups. It was tabled on December 4th as the members were 

unable to come to a decision given the vast opposition to improving the penal code (Yamunan, 

2012). The new Amendment Act of 2013 is thus not an entirely new idea but builds on an already 

existing bill, taking into account some of the provisions presented in Justice Verma's report. The 

fact that this piece of legislation had previously been up for debate is seldom mentioned, but is in- 

stead framed solely as a response to the Delhi gang rape. The final Act has received vast critique for 

leaving out essential parts of the Committee's recommendations such as criminalizing marital rape. 

Additionally, the Lok Sahba gave in to BJP's pressures and kept the legal age of consent at 18 years 

old instead of the proposed 16 years (PRS Legislative Research, 2013), in an attempt by traditional- 

ists to criminalize sex outside the marriage. 

 

Despite the positive effects that Nirbhaya's tragic fate has had on the movement for women's 

rights (note here that 'positive' in no way refers to any aspect of the atrocity itself, but rather to the 

protests demanding gender equality that ensued after), there are still issues in the way her case is 

presented in Indian media and Parliamentary discussions. As mentioned earlier, there were still a 

multitude of voices trying to blame the rape on the victim. Voices claiming she was out too late, 

that she should not have been in the company of a man, or that she herself provoked the attack. One 

of the more horrifying examples is the speech of Member of Parliament (MP) Shri Asaram Bapu, 

who stood up in Parliament and argued that: 

 
 

 
"Only 5-6 people are not the culprits. The victim is as guilty as her rapists... She should 

have called the culprits brothers and begged before them to stop... This could have saved
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her dignity and life. Can one hand clap? I don't think so." (MP Shri Asaram Bapu, cited 

in Justice JS Verma Report, 2012:11) 

 
 

This goes to show how deeply ingrained the lack of respect for women is within Indian govern- 

ing institutions, and how misunderstood the reasons behind rape are. In an interview by Pazzenese 

(2013), Harvard Professor Jaqueline Bhabha argues that according to Indian law that a rape victim's 

name should never be revealed is less about the safety or emotional well-being of the victim and 

more an issue of preserving the dignity and purity of her and her family. Otherwise she argues, 

“...the shame of sexual predation would tar her memory. (ibid.)” 

 

5.1.3 Possible Contradictions: Why Now? 
 

The day before the Delhi gang rape, the 15th of December 2012, India’s largest English speak- 

ing newspaper The Times of India published 24 articles containing the word “woman” or “girl” in 

the title, only two of which did not concern sexual violence or violence against women. The number 

of positive articles regarding women are insignificant. The term eve-teasing appears in several of 

the articles. This mainstream term for sexual harassment in public spaces appears to be a discursive 

tool for downplaying the severity of harassment, and is frequently used in Indian media. 

Interestingly, one of the articles, “24-year-old gang raped in Rajouri” (The Times of India, 
 

2012) concerns a crime very similar to the rape of Nirbhaya. The difference lies in that there were 

four perpetrators rather than six, in a different geographical location. The brutality level was lower, 

and the rape took place in the house where the victim worked as a housekeeper. This case was never 

as reported in the news, nor did it spark any significant outrage. Hence, something must have been 

different about Nirbhaya. 

Chaudhury (2013:6) lists several factors why Nirbhaya's case sparked so much debate. Not only 

was the rape immensely violent (rendering only five percent of Nirbhaya’s intestines intact, the bru- 

tality of the rapists goes beyond understanding), the rape took place in a middle-class area. Argu- 

ments of provocative behavior on behalf of the victim were harder to make given that the rape was 

committed in the early hours of evening and despite the presence of a male companion. It should be 

noted however, that this mentality was not magically erased even in this case. In Shoma Chaud- 

hury’s interview with the parents of the man identified as the main rapist, Rahm Singh, the mental- 

ity of blaming women first becomes painfully clear. The parents discuss the role of Nirbhaya as be- 

ing partially guilty, that she should not have been out that late. (Chaudhury. 2013: 7) Still, the Delhi 

gang rape was a crime where the Indian justice system and public opinion could not officially take 

to making it an issue of female flirtation or unchastity. Nirbhaya was “the girl next door” and it ter-
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rified every part of Indian society, regardless of caste or income. The Council on Foreign Relations 

(2013) adds that the father of the victim more frequently opened up to media than the public was 

used to, as well as the fact that the young woman’s name unfortunately became public (note here 

that Nirbhaya is not the victim’s real name). 

 

Another important factor contributing to the massive scope of the protests are the rising youth 

movements across India (Chaudhury, 2013:6). Something about this particular case made young 

people suddenly and wholeheartedly despise the historical views on rape. “...when an older 

generation tried to mouth venal idiocies about how women should be chaste and cautious, the young 

turned on them with fierce scorn (Chaudhury, 2013:6).” 

 

In his model, Abrahamsson points to contradictions in society that give rise to the demands that 

evoke problem-solving measures. There are some possible contradictions that can help explain why 

the Delhi gang rape resulted in such outrage, apart from the characteristics of Nirbhaya herself. 

First, India’s relationship to Pakistan, although not always a positive one, has very large impacts on 

the respective countries. Thus, it is possible that the Pakistani youth protests in late 2012 against the 

shooting of Malala Yousafzai (Brown, 2013) had an impact on the demands of the Indian youth. 

This could either be seen as a contradictory circumstance; the notion that their Pakistani neighbors 

whom is often viewed as less democratically developed than India take to the streets to demand 

their rights means that they themselves ought to do the same. 
 

Likewise, given the fierce and widespread nature of the Arab Spring since 2010 it would be al- 

most impossible that this did not in some way impact the willingness of Indian youth to take to the 

streets. Former British Prime Minister Gordon Brown (2013) argues that since the Arab Spring, 

youth movements have escalated quickly not only in India, but in Nepal, Bangladesh, Pakistan and 

Burma. It almost seems as if we are witnessing an East Asian Winter. India has long wanted to be 

viewed as the new East Asian superpower, and as one of the BRIC countries has gained significant 

economic and political recognition in the past decade. Thus, it is possible that international media is 

following India much more closely than before, and thus reacted quicker to such a severe crime as 

the Delhi gang rape than they would have had it happened five years ago. From the perspective of 

Indian youth growing up in the hope of becoming a more modern and affluent country, it is likely 

that they would not refrain from joining in the demonstrations that seem to be erupting across their 

continent.
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5.1.4 Summary 
 

A brief summary of the findings suggests that although Nirbhaya was far from the first woman 

to fall victim to rapists in India, her middle-class background, the severity of the tragedy, and her 

outspoken family awoke calls for justice among the Indian civil society. As a result of her death, the 

Lok Sabha could no longer ignore the piece of legislation they had earlier tabled as too controver- 

sial, and were actually forced to increase the force of the Criminal Law Amendment. Measures to 

stifle protests rather than adhere to the demands quickly proved futile, and international media 

turned their eyes to the rising Indian youth movement. That being said, the culture surrounding 

women in general and rape in particular shines through in Parliament's decision to ignore advice 

from the Committee report and keeps reforms to the bare minimum. 

 

 
 
 

5.2 Morocco 
 
5.2.1 The Case of Amina Filali 

 

On March 10, 2012 a 16-year old girl named Amina Filali took her life in a rural town in 

northern Morocco. After being raped by a 25-year old man in late 2011, Filali reported the rape to 

the police. The police claimed they could not find evidence of rape, and did not take her complaint 

seriously. The girl's father and her rapist decided that it was best if the two got married, as article 

475 of the Moroccan penal code allows a rapist to avoid punishment if he marries his victim. This 

solution thus granted safety from prosecution for the 25-year old rapist should police decide to 

listen to Filali's story, and restored honor to Filali's family (Human Rights Watch, 2012). Upon 

moving in with her new husband and his family, the 25-year old immediately started physically 

abusing Filali. The girl sought out the rural law enforcement agency known as the gendarmerie, 

who turned her away saying there was nothing they could do. On March 10, 2012, Filali decided 

she could not bare it anymore and took her life by consuming rat poison (Human Rights Watch, 

2012). 
 

 

5.2.2 Reactions to the Death of Amina Filali 
 

In the weeks and months after this tragic suicide, domestic and international media, human 

rights groups and IGO's started questioning the Moroccan Family Code, specifically the rape- 

marriage law (article 475) that had caused Filali's death. Women's rights groups voiced great 

concern for the legal protection of women, and women in Morocco took to the streets in fierce 

protests. A law that had previously been unknown to people outside Morocco, was all of a sudden 

discussed widely in mainstream media.
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At first, the Justice Department responded with calm. In March 2013 however, a year after 

Filali's suicide, the government reversed its previously insouciant position stating that they would in 

fact support changes to the Family Law including article 475. But, the changes did not come. For 

months, nothing has happened and the statements by the government have remained an empty 

promise. 

 

5.2.3 Possible Contradictions: Why Now? 
 

Factors that may have contributed to the sudden increase in the debate over women's issues in 

Morocco, and the attention given to this tragedy, include the Arab Spring and the February 20th 

movement. With the winds of change brought with the Arab Spring, more people are looking to 

have their needs and rights satisfied. 

 

Pressure was also present from outside the domestic arena. International human- and women’s 

rights organizations such as Amnesty International (2013) have posed grave critique against the 

Moroccan Family Code and the emergent need for reforms for years. Morocco also currently in the 

Security Council (SC) adding further scrutiny from the outside world. The issue of Morocco’s dis- 

putes over Western Sahara has received new attention during 2012 and 2013 in connection to Mo- 

rocco’s term in the SC. It is thus possible that the attention given to Moroccan human rights abuses 

in Sahara has spilled over into the treatment of women domestically, creating outrage among the 

Moroccan public that such treatment occurred also at home. Additionally, this could also have 

caused international media to cover the story of Amina Filali so fervently. 

 

Additionally, the increasing focus on the participation of Islamic groups in the country make 

progressive views on democracy and gender equality more acceptable now than before. Since the 

1990's, roughly the same time period as the women's movement's increased visibility, the 

relationship between Islamic parties and their respective countries' political leaders have been the 

subject of countless studies (Catalano, 2013). With this new attention comes new responsibilities 

and the Western world in particular has put increasing pressure on Islamic parties to liberalize and 

accept democratic ideals, which seems to slowly happen.  Morocco's Islamic Parti de la Justice et 

du Développement (PJD) vividly opposed the 2004 Family Code changes instituted by the 

government. Yet today, the PJD is responding to pressure and liberalizing their opinions, albeit not 

completely abandoning their traditional views on women's role in society. Ambhar (2007) explains 

PJD's shifting political stance by arguing: “For PJD, support for democracy in part results from a 

desire to appear respectable in a context in which Islamism was considered an unreliable partner 

(Amghar, 2007:3).” The declining importance of Islamic parties in Morocco, although mainly due 

to international pressure rather than domestic desire, may have aided the rise of gender
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empowerment. Domestic pressure is likely to have increased with the Arab Spring and its calls for 

democracy and gender equality. 

In recent years, the ruling party PJD has showed a desire to increasing Morocco's cooperation 

with the EU. While conservative Islamic groups have argued that the European countries are 

forcing women's rights policies on Morocco that a Muslim country should not accept, the PJD has 

been more open for discussion (Amghar, 2007: 8). Considering that the PJD is after all an Islamic 

party, it appears that some level of secularization is in fact happening to some parties. This brings 
 
 

 
 

 

Figure 2 (Catalano, 2011: 423) 
 
 

 

us to the question whether non-religious political leaders are trustworthy in Morocco. In Catalano's 

work on shifting attitudes before and after 9/11, 86,8 percent thought atheist politicians should not 

hold office before 9/11, as opposed to 71,6 percent after. It is possible, likely even, that these 

numbers have gone down even more with the Arab Spring. As one of the factors behind the lack of 

development for women's rights in Morocco has been the unwillingness of conservative Islamist 

parties, an increased trust in secular leadership may play an important role in the recent 

developments. Less conservative leaders are more likely to pay attention to the demands of 

women's rights groups, both foreign and domestic. Combined with EU pressure should a 

partnership develop, this could thus speed up the pace for strategic gender changes, by an increased 

willingness to satisfy existing demands for women’s safety (practical gender needs) and justice 

before the law (strategic gender interests). 

 

Although there are clear indications of the declining importance of Islamic parties in the 

Moroccan political landscape, it is important to remember that religious political parties are still the 

majority. In Catalano's second figure (2011:423), it is stated that after 9/11, 71.6 percent still 

believe that religious leaders are more suitable for political office. Even though that shows
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indications of a shifting trend, it is still not the majority opinion that Islam is irrelevant for 
 

Moroccan politics and way of life. 
 

A 2012 Country Report by the Economist Intelligence Unit predicts the political situation 

for the period 2013-2017 as follows: "Protests will continue, but they will not pose a threat to the 

regime, which will respond with further modest political reforms."(2012:2) The use of the word 

modest suggest that it is possible that there will be no real changes to the overall structure: that 

reforms within the current structure is enough to solve for the contradicting circumstances. Note 

that they do not specifically refer to the situation of women, but to political stability overall. 

Likewise, their prediction that the government must promote Islamic values to present an alternative 

to those who would otherwise turn to Islamic non-party opposition (Dougall, 2012:3). The fact that 

these projections were made relatively soon after the public outcry surrounding the suicide if Amina 

Filali and yet there is no mention of women's rights, unfortunately suggests one of two things: either 

the financial world does not deem advancements in women's rights to be important, or there is in 

fact little indication that actual long-term changes will take place. 
 

 

5.2.4 Summary 
 

After having reviewed the data, some important conclusions emerge. First, the main reasons 

behind the attention given to Amina Filali's story appear to be the timing. Morocco is currently 

experiencing a secularization of their political life, which has resulted in an opening to discuss 

women's rights. Additionally, the Arab Spring has brought with it demands on justice across a wide 

variety of issues, and increased the willingness to take to the streets. Finally, the process in 

Morocco has been very slow, and has been fueled by promises rather than action on behalf of the 

government. The fervor exhibited in the early months after Filali's death continued almost 

exclusively in women's rights circles rather than in the public and international media, despite the 

government's lack of action. 

 
 
 

6 Analysis 
 
 

6.1 Problem-solving measures 
 

 

6.1.1 India 
 

Initially, Indian police tried to clamp down on the protests using tear gas and water cannons 

(Burke, 2012a). Thus, the initial problem-solving measure was simply to silence those who spoke 

out against violence. It quickly became clear that protests sprung up all over the country, and that



26
26 

 

water cannons would do nothing but increase the rate of new protests. Then, the government rallied 

up a Committee under Justice Verma to investigate the role of the penal code in preventing or pro- 

moting violence against women, 

The next problem-solving measure was to enact an amendment to the penal code, building on 

and passing a Bill the Lok Sahba had previously tabled.  Although clearly an improvement to the 

protection of women against sexual violence, the amendment still has some major deficiencies. For 

one, a man can not be guilty of rape of his own wife (Criminal Law (Amendment) Act, 2013:6). In 

the context of 25 percent of surveyed women in Eastern India claim to have been sexually violated 

by their husbands (UNDP, 2013:9),  not including marital rape in the amendment is a great over- 

sight. The decision to not include marital rape is indicative of traditional hurdles that India has yet 

to overcome, and effectively saying that a women cannot deny her husband sexual intercourse- she 

is in some aspects his property. 

 

Additionally, section 371 subsection 2 treats the punishment for sexual violence committed by 

police officers, hospital staff, naval personnel, and others deemed to be in positions of power or of- 

ficial authority. The section concludes that these should be punished more severely than civilians, 

including public servants, but does not in any way mention that public servants guilty of sexual vio- 

lence against women should be disqualified from holding public office as recommended by the 

Committee report. It also does not mention that these offenses have to be properly disclosed to the 

public upon registering to appear on the ballot, also a recommendation from the Committee, should 

disqualification not be an option. Thus, the amendment does indeed increase the punishment for us- 

ing a position of authority to commit sexual violence, but does not render it severe enough to dis- 

close to the public nor deem a candidate unfit for election. Although a document of disclosure is re- 

quired under existing law, there is no control mechanism for establishing whether a submitted form 

is true, nor is there punishment for falsifying that document. The lack of willingness to restrict the 

room of maneuver to persons of authority will continue to inhibit strategic gender change. 

 

The question is then whether this actually presents problem-solving measures outside the exist- 

ing structures? It appears that it does not, both because the amendment already partially existed as 

the Bill of 2012, and since there are so many recommendations that were not adhered to. The 

amendment only treats “safe” areas of the penal code, and leaves out aspects that are crucial to 

changing the culture and attitudes surrounding violence against women. For instance, arguing that a 

husband cannot rape his wife still puts skewed impressions of female autonomy, and leaves a 

woman's sexuality at the hands of men. Thus, reforms need to be much more daring to actually at- 

tempt to look outside the existing framework.
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6.1.2 Morocco 
 

When it comes to Morocco, there have been no indication of problem-solving measures outside 

the current structure up until the past week. In fact, there have few indications of measures taken in- 

side the system as well. If we focus on the process after the suicide of Amina Filali, and not the in- 

cremental steps taken towards improving the status of women in terms of the 2004 Moudawana re- 

forms and so on, little seems to have actually been done. The government responded to the protests 

in the weeks and months after her death with big rhetoric and promises of change. Yet, the reforms 

to the rape-marriage law are have not been brought up for Parliamentary vote. Likewise, apart from 

women's rights groups in and outside of Morocco, the public calls for action grew silent until No- 

vember 27th of 2013. It seems that the public statements of condemnation done by the King and the 

government have been sufficient problem-solving measures to silence the broader public (again, not 

from specific interest groups). Upon reviewing international media coverage, it seems as if April 

2013 represents a cut-off date when media reports of the protests have grown silent. After that, it is 

hard to find any mention of Amina Filali, any statements from neither PJD nor King Mohammad, 

and no action plans. 

 
 
 

6.1.3 Similarities 
 

While both processes, as mentioned, are very different in problem-solving measures, there is a 

striking similarity. Both countries went straight for their legal framework, India more successfully 

so than Morocco. Neither country has implemented any sort of cultural- or educational programs in- 

stituted. Yet, feminists, politicians and civilians of both countries have been quick to say that the 

main issue is the culture, and the way women are viewed. It almost seems that both governments 

have chosen the “easy way out,” by focusing on a solution they can easily fix rather than one that 

will have the best effects. 

 

6.1.4 Differences 
 

In contrast with India, the problem-solving measures in Morocco stopped at promises of change 

rather than any change at all. Even though there have been developments during the creation of this 

thesis, we have yet to see a repeal of the law.  While we have already established that the Indian 

process contains some problem-solving approaches, Morocco perhaps shows more indications of 

future actions rather than proof of existing ones. Thus, the biggest differences lies in the extent to 

which the government has shown willingness to act, and the speed with which the problem-solving
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measures have been enacted. It is after all possible that this promise will eventually be fulfilled, but 

if so it will happen much more slowly than the reforms to Indian penal code. 

 

6.2 Paradoxes/Non-intentional Outcomes 
 

 

6.2.1 India 
 

The first reaction, to have the police employ teargas and water cannons at the protesters in the 

days after the Delhi gang-rape (Burke, 2012a), only served to agitate the protesters. Thus, the out- 

rage and the increased strength of the protests can be seen as a non-intentional outcome adding 

strain to the situation rather than calming it. As the decision to announce a committee under Justice 

Verma came that same day, new problem-solving measures as a result of this paradox appear to 

have been immediately deployed. 

When the Indian government decided to bestow upon Justice Verma to create a Commission 

and investigate how and if reforms to the penal code should come about, the harsh critique against 

the government in the final report was likely a non-intentional outcome. The report in itself can be 

seen as a problem-solving approach, an attempt at showing civil society that the government indeed 

takes the issue seriously. Having the main blame be put upon themselves however, was unlikely the 

intention. It is hard to establish how well-read the report is to the Indian public, but it is safe to as- 

sume that women's rights groups and any number of NGOs have read it. By doing so, they now 

have ammunition against the government on issues of women's right to respect and safety that the 

government itself cannot refute as groundless- it was essentially produced by themselves. 

 
 
 

6.2.2 Morocco 
 

One of the factors behind the lack of development for women's rights in Morocco has been the 

unwillingness of conservative Islamist parties, an increased trust in secular leadership may play an 

important role in the recent developments. Less conservative leaders are more likely to pay atten- 

tion to the demands of women's rights groups, both foreign and domestic. Although the intention 

behind secularized opinions on leadership may be international legitimacy rather than a desire for 

gender equality, the latter may present a non-intentional outcome. 

 

The Moroccan government's unwillingness to respond to demands from the international com- 

munity in connection to the Western Sahara dispute may prove to create future paradoxes if the situ- 

ation were to escalate. In fact, it may already have. In connection to Morocco's term in the Security 

Council, the pressure to discuss the issue in a substantive manner has increased. With the critique
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against human rights abuses in Western Sahara comes discussion on the overall human rights situa- 

tion in Morocco. Additionally, the 2012-13 term on the Security Council has forced Morocco into 

debates on women's rights. The permanent Mission of Morocco to the UN even issued a statement 

of increasing women's rights in connection to peace and security, granting their full support to the 

struggle for equality (Loulichki, 2012). Such statements, maybe written more to please the UN 

community than to enact change, may prove difficult for Morocoo should the situation for women 

not improve. One day, such bold statements can be used by interest groups to further point out un- 

fulfilled promises, and the paradox between Morocco's official standpoint and their domestic ac- 

tions. 

 

6.2.3 Similarities 
 

Both India and Morocco construct public identities as defenders of women's rights, i.e. Mo- 

rocco's statement of support to the UN and India's creation of Justice Verma's Committee. India 

refers to itself as the world's largest democracy (von Hein, 2012), King Mohammed VI proclaims to 

be a champion of human rights (Dennerlein, 2012). However, neither country lives up domestically 

to what they preach. These types of paradoxes, meant to gain credibility or to be a problem-solving 

measure to silence protest, pushes both countries further and further into a corner surrounded by 

broken promises. For every ambitious policy or speech that renders little result, the people will 

grow increasingly tired. The pressure will build, and may eventually erupt into new protests at the 

national or international level. 

 

6.2.4 Differences 
 

India is much more open, or vulnerable, to people acting on the paradoxes the government's 

actions have created, as they are more commonly known to the public. Besides being more well 

known, the Indian government have employed far more problem-solving measures than Morocco, 

who has resorted to the promise of action alone. While Indian police brutality, an unconventional 

committee report and a watered down criminal law amendment have led to public outrage, 

Moroccan problem-solving have not really had the ability to trigger non-intentional outcomes in the 

same way. If in the future, Moroccan citizens increase their protests due to the unfulfilled promise 

of changes to the penal code, this could be a non-intentional outcome of choosing not to present 

actual problem-solving measures.
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6.3 Contradicting Circumstances 
 

 

6.3.1 India 
 

India has yet to show clear signs of contradicting circumstances. There are however  a few 

indications, such as the continued debate surrounding the shortcomings of the Criminal Law 

(Amendment) Act of 2013. The debate was given new life after a recent tragedy in Kolkata. In 

October 2013, a 16- year old girl was gang-raped twice in the same day. On December 23rd she was 

set on fire by her at- tackers, almost two years to the day of the death of Nirbhaya. Despite the 

amendments to the crimi- nal law on police corruption, the city police still threatened the victim’s 

family, forged reports to leave out the second rape, and at first lied to the public saying that the 

young girl committed suicide (Indian Express, 2014). The family attempted to approach local 

political leadership with complaints of their mistreatment, but with no luck. The Kolkata tragedy is 

an unfortunate reminder that practi- cal gender needs are still not met as the new legal framework 

cannot ensure the safety of Indian women. Nor has it succeeded in bringing about any significant 

change to strategic gender interests as the Kolkata victim was still discriminated against by police, 

politicians, and medical personnel. 

 

As the girl's funeral was held in late December, people gathered on the streets of Kolkata to pay 

their respect, waiting for politicians and the police to explain how this could happen yet again. It re- 

mains to be seen whether this can reignite the movement in India. Depending on the reactions by 

the government in the coming weeks and months, these protests can continue to gain momentum 
 

and push the process into a situation of contradicting circumstance. Since it has become evident that 

the problem-solving measures taken so far have been incapable of solving for neither practical gen- 

der needs nor strategic gender interests, the government needs to present something more effective. 

 

With India continuing under close watch by the international community, the Kolkata move- 

ment will be able to gain fast access to media outlets. The setbacks in terms of gay rights on the 

Supreme Court ruling on December 12th this year may increase pressure on India to deal with all 

forms of discrimination. The UN has wasted no time in responding to the events and issued a state- 

ment from the Human Rights Chief Navi Pillay on the afternoon that same day. Pillay argued that 

the decision is in clear violation of the international Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (Hindus- 

tan Times, 2013). With the events proceeding the Delhi gang rape the world has turned its eye on 

India to deal with issues of inequality, and are likely to continue to react quicker to any form of set- 

backs to equality. Thus, making such a decision in a time when India is monitored so closely may 

prove damaging to the credibility of both the Supreme Court and the governing bodies.
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6.3.2 Morocco 
 

In light of the lack of problem-solving measures and non-intentional outcomes in Morocco, it is 

impossible to analyze any contradicting circumstances- Morocco has yet to reach this step of the 

model. It is possible that Morocco could show signs of contradictory circumstances in the near fu- 

ture, since another young girl has fallen victim to the rape-marriage law. In November 2013 another 

young girl, Amina Tamiri, committed suicide to avoid marrying her rapist (Hayoun, 2013). Now, on 

January 8th, 2014 a Commission of Lower House members met and voted on whether article 475 or 

the rape-marriage law should be repealed. The majority voted yes, which is promising as an official 

vote seems to be taking place in the Lower House this spring (Hayoun, 2014). It is thus possible that 

the Moroccan government will finally follow through on their promise. If in fact the repeal on arti- 

cle 475 comes to a vote, this would also present a clear problem-solving measure. 

 

The quick response to the public outcry can also be seen as a result of non-intentional out- 

comes. By avoiding to enact legal changes, the government now appears responsible for the death 

of yet another girl, and the demands have grown stronger.  It remains to be seen whether a repeal 

will now finally come to a vote, or whether it will remain an empty promise also this time around. 

 

6.3.3 Similarities 
 

Due to the fact that neither country has reached areas of contradicting circumstances in their 

processes, their similarities lie in just that- neither process shows clear signs of having ripened into 

this phase of the process yet. However, it is interesting that both India and Morocco recently have 

seen tragedies so similar to those of Amina Filali and Nirbhaya in form of the suicide of Amina 

Tamiri and the Kolkata gang-rape, essentially reinvigorating the movements. It is thus possible that 

both countries will see stronger developments towards contradicting circumstances in the future, al- 

though India appears to be more likely to reach that phase first. 

 

6.3.4 Differences 
 

Despite the fact that neither country shows evidence of this phase of the model, India does ex- 

hibit tendencies that are absent from the Moroccan process. Currently, India is experiencing contin- 

ued unrest after the gang-rape in Kolkata. Additionally, women's rights groups in India and abroad 

are displeased with the at times toothless amendments to the penal code, and media continues to 

cover the debate. In short, there is clearly still an active process to speak of in India with the poten- 

tial to create contra-hegemonic bloc, while the Moroccan movement has cooled off significantly un- 

til very recently.
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6.5 Structural Change 
 

 

6.5.1 India 
 

If we look at what the Indian government has done so far, Justice Verma and the Committee ar- 

gues that “…whatever be the political orientation, the Indian state has failed to look at this issue [vi- 

olence against women] in a substantive manner. (Justice JS Verma report, 2013: 13). They ac- 

knowledge the many voices in civil society working for the advancement of women’s rights, but ex- 

press great disappointment in the Indian state. 

 

The Committee’s conclusion speaks against true advances to structural changes, suggesting 

that the reactions are still mainly from the civil society rather than the government and elite groups. 

Without the support of elites and a much stronger societal base, the process cannot be viewed as a 

contra-hegemonic bloc, and therefor not challenged the current hegemonic discourse of gender in- 

equality. Thus, the emerging opinion has not become dominant. As earlier mentioned, this is a pre- 

requisite for structural change according to Abrahamsson (2003: 94).  But, the fact that the govern- 

ment ordered, supported and released the results of Justice Verma's report that so heavily criticizes 

the inaction of government shows that the pressure from the youth movement in India is so high 

that the government can no longer ignore it. By standing by the report and making it accessible to 

the public, the Parliament has opened up for the possibility of reform (CHRI, 2013). 

 

Unfortunately, the steps taken to date have failed Indian women. In light of the police incompe- 

tency in the Kolkata tragedy it is shocking to note that this is not the first time police reform has 

failed.  In 2006, the Indian Supreme Court ruled in Prakash Singh and Others vs. the Union of In- 

dia and Others that the Indian states had to take seriously the issue of police reform. Although In- 

dian politics have been swarming with acts to improve the transparency of law enforcement for the 

past decades, little has been done (CHRI, 2006). As of today, few states have implemented any such 

changes, including the state of Delhi where the rape of Nirbhaya took place. Given this background, 

it is not surprising that the failure to ensure safety for rape victims in contact with the police is a hot 

button issue. 

 

Much of the possibility for the Indian process to reach structural change depends on whether the 

movement after the Kolkata gang-rape will reach an area of contradicting circumstance, and what 

the government decides to respond with. Either, the government will take yet another modest step, 

and the unrest will continue or increase, eventually collapsing the societal base for the current hege- 

monic bloc and ushering in structural change. Or, the public will be satisfied with new steps by the 

government, the process will cool down and balance will be restored to the system.
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6.5.2 Morocco 
 

Despite the developments in the recent days appearing optimistic, there has in fact not been 

any real changes since the death of Amina Filali. Until a repeal is voted through, change is still but 

a promise. But, it is of course more likely that the rape-marriage law will be repealed now than it 

was prior to the death of Amina Tamiri. 

Unfortunately, there are disheartening signs for overall structural change for women, if we look 

beyond article 475. News on December 5th 2013 indicate that a long-awaited bill increasing the 

punishment for violence against women is being diluted at the hands of Islamist leadership in the 

country. Women’s rights groups are excluded from partaking in, or even objecting to, the revisions 

(Al Jazeera, 2013). A year and a half after the death of Amina Filali and the countless protests that 

followed her death, there are still powerful forces seeking to counteract advancements to the protec- 

tion of women. 

Additionally, the Economic Intelligence Unit argues in a 2012 assessment of Morocco that 

“Continued protests will be met with modest further reforms, but pose no significant threats to the 

regime (Dougall, 2012:2).” Thus, the general opinions seems to be that no matter what type of de- 

mands are made, the regime is strong enough to tackle them with smaller changes, and EIU's analy- 

sis should be applicable to the women's movement as well. The fact that the women's movement is 

so weak in comparison to the regime suggests that Morocco is not seeing an emerging contra-hege- 

monic bloc. 

 

Considering that the power is so concentrated to the hands of the king, it could mean that there 

can be no structural long-lasting changes until the monarchy is abolished. With there being little in- 

dication that this is happening soon, one can make an argument that the changes to legislature and 

attitudes may be superficial and a method of stifling immediate opposition rather than working out- 

side the structure currently in place. Thus, according to Abrahamsson's model this would mean 

problem-solving measures in response to contradictions that sooth the situation enough to never 

take the next step into an area where structural change is necessary. If the problem-solving mea- 

sures, as in this case, are enough to maintain stability of the system and preserve power, the incen- 

tive for elite support or further problem-solving measures is diminished. 

 

6.5.3 Similarities 
 

Neither India nor Morocco have shown convincing signs of the formation of a contra-hege- 

monic historical bloc of gender empowerment. Both countries are unfortunately stuck in a situation 

where little is done to change the culture in schools, the work place, and even Parliament. The prob-
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lem-solving steps that have been taken are not nearly as comprehensive and revolutionizing as they 

need to be to break free from a faulty framework. Additionally, both countries have strong right- 

wing political parties that are fiercely opposing more progressive views on women. 

 

6.5.4 Differences 
 

Overall, India's process seem more ripe than Morocco's, as they have to take steps more closely 

resembling potential changes to the structure in order to avoid turmoil, and continue to have an ac- 

tive process. One of the main reasons for remaining more skeptical towards the long term structural 

changes in Morocco is that the government has yet to actually institute the promised reforms to the 

rape-marriage law. There has been no need to do so as the minimal problem-solving measure of 

promising change has been sufficient to stabilize the situation, rather than create non-intentional 

outcomes demanding further action. As mentioned earlier there are reported protests against another 

law in protection of women’s rights being threatened by Islamic forces, thus rendering even reforms 

that have passed toothless. 

Morocco also has to completely revise parts of their legal framework, article 475, the so- 

called rape-marriage law, being one of them. It was discussed earlier that India may have an advan- 

tage in already having a better legal protection in place. That may also be the reason behind India 

moving quicker along the process (i.e. being closer to the problem-solving approaches that fore-go 

structural change); they have less things to change in terms of the legal system. The bill the Crimi- 

nal Law (Amendment) Act 2013 is built on already existed, making the process much quicker. 

 
 
 

7 Concluding Remarks 
 
7.1 Conclusion 

 
 

 
Measuring strategic gender changes in society is very difficult. Changes to attitudes and beliefs 

about women’s value and place are not only difficult to accurately assess; they also take significant 

time to mature enough to make profound differences to the lives of women. Judging whether there 

have been such improvements in India and Morocco has been especially difficult for this thesis 

given how little is yet written on the subject, and how recently the events took place. Because of the 

long time perspective of structural change, it is extremely challenging to institute and measure such 

changes within a one to one and a half year time frame. Additionally, both processes have been 

fairly slow up until this past month where both countries have seen new tragedies. This makes writ- 

ing this thesis and analyzing the process difficult as the conditions for analysis are changing.
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After having conducted research and analysis throughout this paper, we can now attempt to an- 

swer the questions posed in the introduction. In terms of whether there are similarities and differ- 

ences between the two processes, few similarities but several differences emerged under chapter 6. 

It is clear in both countries that even though part of the movements demand changes to all aspects 

of gender inequality, the majority of the protests are focused on the two specific issues rather than 

“the whole picture”; rape in India and the rape-marriage law in Morocco. Additionally, India and 

Morocco both chose to focus attention on the criminal law rather than societal attitudes, but to very 

different extents. Another similarity is found in that both countries have had similar developments 

recently with new cases that are very similar to the deaths of Nirbhaya and Amina Filali, which 

present a new opportunity for protest. In terms of differences,  Morocco has managed to sooth its 

people by not taking much action at all, while Indian government was forced to take several mea- 

sures to stabilize protests. Also, the forces promoting and opposing women's rights operate on two 

different political scales in the two countries. While the Indian debate takes on a left- right wing de- 

bate mostly discussed in terms of traditional Indian culture, the Moroccan debate is centered on sec- 

ularized versus Islamic religious values. Thus, the processes will have to be dealt with and dis- 

cussed differently in the two countries. 

Based on the analysis it is possible to attempt to answer the second research question; whether 

on can estimate where in the model on structural change each process belongs. Without much cer- 

tainty, the analysis suggests that India remains in a situation of contradicting circumstances, pre- 

senting problem-solving measures that do not seem to be quite enough to mask the situation. As of 

now, the country is weighing on the balance of the gray area of Abrahamsson's model, between 

steps 2 and 3. Morocco however, has moved back to a calmer situation where promising change as 

a problem-solving measure appears to be enough to bury the protests of the wider public. Morocco 

cannot be said to have moved past step 1, perhaps no more than to dip its toes in step 2, as there 

have not been problem-solving measures strong enough to provoke non-intentional outcomes. This 

however may change now that a vote is in the near future. 

Overall, the deaths of Amina Filali and Nirbhaya have not created structural change or strategic 

gender changes. Neither practical gender needs nor strategic gender interests have been sufficiently 

addressed. Although there have been tendencies in India, with the changes to the penal code as an 

attempt at satisfying strategic gender interests through the legal protection of rape victims, it has 

shown little effect in real life, as evident with the Kolkata tragedy. 

Even though the processes have yet to reach an area of tension in which structural change is 

possible, the cases of Amina Filali and Nirbhaya have managed to create enough outrage to ensure 

some types of problem-solving approaches and stress to the ruling institutions. For every time con-
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tradictory circumstances arise, more is needed in terms of problem-solving to sooth the people. 

These past two years may not prove to be enough to break free of insufficient protection and rights 

for women, but they may have ensured that the next push may finally put too much strain on the 

system. 

 

7.2 Future 
 
 
 

This section provides a chance to answer the second research question by discussing the pos- 

sible future implications of each country's current situation along the model. 

 

With neither country showing signs of real structural change, it begs the question whether we 

can expect any to arise from these circumstances in the near future. After all, structural change is a 

lengthy process and both movements are still less than two years old. Paradoxically, there are indi- 

cations of both a continued debate on the issues, and a return to old habits. India shows more pro- 

nounced signs of continued instability than Morocco, although it is hard to predict whether this will 

push the country further into step 3 or bring it backwards in the process before seeing the govern- 

ment's reaction to the current unrest in Kolkata.  Bearing in mind the focus on India however, both 

as a remainder of the Nirbhaya movement, as a result of the controversial gay ruling, but also the 

media attention that comes with an election year, it will be easier to gain media access now. If pre- 

dictions hold true and BJP were to come in to power, it is hard to predict how they would solve for 

such a situation, given their reactions to the Delhi gang rape. If the government continues to provide 

lackluster measures that fail to protect the women of India, we may see a contra-hegemonic bloc 

emerge in the near future. 

 

As previously mentioned, Parliamentary elections coming up this year with BJP as the pro- 

jected winner. If BJP in facts forms a new ruling coalition after the 2014 elections, the future possi- 

bilities for strategic gender changes to continue to ride the wave of protests are bleak. With MP 

Sumitra Mahajan from BJP arguing that making marital rape criminal would destroy Indian family 

life, and that marital rape is an “insignificant issue” that should be kept within each family, BJP 

seems to take a less than sympathetic view on gendered violence (Bhalla, 2013). Comments such as 

these have consistently been made by the right-wing parties, who also decided to make a statement 

in the Lok Sahba when the Criminal Law (Amendment) Act of 2013 came to a vote- only 200 out 

of the 545 members came to cast their vote (Bhalla, 2013). 
 

For Morocco, there are also road bumps ahead. Morocco has an equally long distance as In- 

dia to go in terms of cultural changes, and have yet to make any significant strides in terms of their
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legal framework. In light of a report from the Economic Intelligence Unit (2012:3) in their predic- 

tions of 2013-2017, assessing that the risk of attacks from anti-government Islamist groups will 

continue to influence the politics if the government in not contradicting the demands of Islamic law 

too much, there is a clear concern that major advancements in strategic gender needs may yet be too 

controversial. Further, considering how quickly the flame faded around the issue of article 475 and 

Amina Filali, it is still too early too judge whether the death of Amina Tamiri will spark a new 

movement or fade away after the vote to repeal article 475. Additionally, much depends on whether 

the Lower House votes yes or no. A no vote could create a situation of non-intentional outcomes, 

moving Morocco into phase 2, while a yes vote could be enough as a problem-solving measure to 

restore balance to the current hegemonic bloc. 

 

7.3 The Future of the Model 

 

     With the rapid evolution of social media, we increasingly speak of a global civil society rather 

than a national one. As seen in the Arab Spring, Facebook and Twitter allow demands for change to 

defy national boarders and gain support from all over the world, straining the system internally as 

well as externally much faster than what was previously possible. Media outlets such as newspapers 

and broadcasts can be used to convey messages to every corner of the globe, and reach the general 

public in a matter of seconds. As we enter into this new stage, a new historical bloc for civil society 

if you will, Abrahamsson's model may need to be updated in order to capture the accurate driving 

forces behind structural change. Additionally, with issues such as women's issues, the role of the 

global civil society plays a much larger role than the global political economy. As seen throughout 

this analysis, very little of the progress in India and Morocco can be traced to economic forces, but 

rather to political pressure and global solidarity. Increasingly, societal pressures can reach such 

massive scope so as to be able to strain structures to the same extent as embargos or sanctions once 

did. Thus, it may be beneficial the model to grant larger attention to the global civil society, and 

take a less economic approach to structural change in the future. 
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