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ABSTRACT 
 
Formative assessment is used for monitoring student learning in order to provide the student 
with relevant feedback, while summative assessment is used to evaluate student learning 
outcomes. Traditionally, these two concepts are seen as counterparts or contradictories, and 
this might result in a belief that one is to be preferred in favour for the other. In fact, they both 
are important measures in creating an efficient learning environment, and in reality they are 
often combined. This contribution discusses the benefits of both concepts and in particular 
how one and same assignment could be utilised both for summative and formative purposes. 
The discussion is exemplified using experience from a first year course in project 
management and academic writing entitled “Technical projects and report writing”. In the 
course, summative as well as formative assessment methods are utilised. The 
interconnection between assessment methods and the integration of both summative and 
formative aspects in some of the assignments is highlighted. We will also address how the 
setup is communicated to the students and their feedback and reflections on the course and 
their learning outcomes. 
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OBJECTIVES 
 
To efficiently combine formative and summative assessment methods so they support each 
other and the total learning situation without adding too much work load for the teachers as 
well as for the students. 
 
 
CURRENT STATUS 
 
We have successfully combined formative and summative methods in one and the same 
course, and some of the assignments are currently used both for summative and formative 
purposes. 
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FUTURE WORK 
 
How can we use the findings from Technical Projects and Report Writing in other courses? 
How can we become more efficient in communicating the course setup to the students and 
create the most efficient course setup without increasing the workload? Can we combine 
formative and summative assessment in more activities, or develop the current activities? 
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