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Abstract 

The aim of this study is to examine if the poverty in Botswana has decreased during the 

period 1966-2013. This is done in order to answer if the decision made by the Swedish 

government to terminate the aid to Botswana is in accordance with the Swedish aid policy of 

combating poverty. The study is based on 13 articles, which are analysed by conducting a 

qualitative content analysis and by using case study as a research design. The framework 

consists of different concepts of poverty, which describe poverty in both economic and social 

terms. The concepts are thereafter related to the Swedish aid policy’s definition of aid, in 

order to decide if the change in poverty in Botswana supports the Swedish government’s 

decision to terminate aid to the country. 

This research shows that poverty in Botswana has decreased between the years of 1966-2013 

which legitimize the Swedish decision to terminate the development cooperation with 

Botswana. It is also found that the concept of poverty is extremely complex and could be 

interpreted in both social and economic terms. Because of this, it is difficult to measure the 

effectiveness of Swedish aid.  

 

Keywords: Botswana, Policy for global development, poverty, Swedish international 

development cooperation agency, qualitative content analysis 
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1. Introduction 

All around the world, aid is given to countries for different reasons. The stated goal for the 

Swedish international aid is to create conditions for better living standards for people in 

poverty and oppression. The aid is considered by the Swedish government, as an important 

tool to achieve a just and sustainable global development (Government Communication 

2013/14:131: 5). To achieve this, the government distributes aid to several countries. 

Botswana is one of the countries Sweden has had a long cooperation with. Botswana started 

to receive aid from Sweden at its independence 1966. Botswana has received different forms 

of Swedish aid and is considered by the Swedish government to be successfully governed and 

is therefore seen as one of the frontrunners in Africa (Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 2009: 1-2). 

However, the social needs are still high in Botswana and the country has suffered from high 

HIV/AIDS rates and high inequality rates (Ibid). Yet in 2014, the Swedish aid to Botswana 

was terminated. The reason for the termination can be traced back to the Swedish 

parliamentary elections in 2006, when a new coalition government took office. 

Shortly after the elections, the government decided to make reforms in the existing Policy for 

Global Development (PGD). The PGD is the most recent government policy on development 

cooperation and was approved in 2003, as a joint decision from all parliamentary parties 

(Odén and Wohlgemuth, 2013: 29, Wohlgemuth, 2009: 7). The reforms enacted by the 

government in 2007 aim to increase the effectiveness of Swedish aid – by reducing the 

number of recipient countries, focusing on fewer topics and becoming more result orientated 

(Odén, 2009: 23). As a consequence, the government primarily concentrated the aid to Low 

Income Country’s (LIC) (Engström, 2013, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 2009: 10). This is one 

of the reasons why the aid to Botswana was terminated. From having been one of the poorest 

countries in the world, Botswana is today classified, as a Middle-income country (MIC) (The 

World Bank, 2014a). However, one should note, this does not necessarily imply that living 

conditions for the poor in Botswana have improved. Nor does it imply that the poverty in 

Botswana has decreased.  

Additionally, the concept of poverty can be understood in more than one way. For instance, it 

can be explained in terms of access to education, freedom and opportunities, as well as in 

economic terms such as access to minimum amount of income. To fight poverty lies not only 

in the Swedish government’s interest. The World Bank (WB) and the European Commission 

are just two out of several International actors that are working to combat poverty (European 



9 
 

Commission, 2014, The World Bank, 2014b). However, even though so many different actors 

around the world are working to eradicate global poverty, 47% of the population in Sub- 

Saharan Africa (SSA) living on less than $1, 25/day (Worldhunger, 2014). 

1.1 Problem formulation 

The Swedish government’s interpretation of the PGD has met criticism from different actors 

(e.g. journalists, researchers) within the Swedish society. One critical standpoint is that there 

is a lack of consistency in the new interpretation, which makes it difficult to measure the 

effectiveness of aid (Odén and Wohlgemuth, 2013: 32, Odén, 2009: 28-29). This statement 

was also supported by a report published by the Swedish Agency for Public Management.
1
 

Based on the report, the Swedish government decided to respond to the criticism by 

developing an aid platform (biståndspolitisk plattform), which aims to clarify the government 

policies and make them more consistent (Odén and Wohlgemuth , 2013: 31-32). The 

document was published in March 2014 and was once again, met with criticism for, among 

other things, not being comprehensive enough. 

Another problem is that the decision to primarily cooperate with LIC’s, rather than MIC’s, 

does not take into account that most of the world’s poorest people live in MIC’s (Kanbur and 

Summer, 2012: 686-688). Additionally, because the concept of poverty is interpreted by the 

Swedish government as multidimensional (Government Communication 2007/08:89: 6), one 

can argue that it is questionable to primarily focus on LIC’s. Countries that are considered to 

be MIC’s might be relatively wealthy but still, for instance, have a high illiteracy rate. 

Thereby, from the social perspective of poverty, there is a risk that Swedish aid will not reach 

this category of people in MIC’s. Thus, one can question if Swedish aid really achieve its 

central aim of reducing global poverty. 

The governmental decision to focus on LIC’s might be associated with economic theories 

which link economic growth to poverty reduction. If the Swedish government considers 

economic growth as a tool of poverty reduction, this could explain why they have chosen to 

concentrate aid to LIC’s. However, the relationship between economic growth and poverty 

reduction has been questioned by, among others, the WB. The WB, which advocated for 

economic development, stated already in 1997 that poverty reduction is related to more 

factors than just increased Gross Domestic Product (GDP) (Good, 1999: 186). For that reason, 

                                                           
1
 “The Swedish Agency for Public Management provides the Government and Ministries with relevant, specific 

and useful documentation for reassessment and rationalization decisions” (The Swedish Agency for Public 
Management, 2014)  
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if the current Swedish government chose recipient countries based on GDP, it is questionable 

whether it is a reasonable choice in their work towards eradicating global poverty.  

1.2 Aim and research questions 

Swedish aid to Botswana has come to an end based on the fact that Botswana has graduated 

out of LIC status to become a MIC. The aim of this thesis is to investigate if poverty trends in 

Botswana, during 1966-2013, support the Swedish government’s decision to terminate the 

Swedish aid to Botswana. 

In order to examine this issue, the following research questions will be explored: 

-          Has poverty in Botswana decreased during 1966-2013?  

If poverty has decreased, how has it decreased? 

If poverty has not decreased, how could it be explained? 

The research questions will be answered by conducting a content analysis regarding the 

poverty trends in Botswana. Different concepts of poverty will be used (reviewed in Chapter 4 

– Conceptual and analytical framework), to increase the understanding of poverty and how to 

measure it. The findings will thereafter be linked to the Swedish government’s interpretation 

of the PGD’s definition of poverty. If the findings show that the government’s interpretation 

of poverty exist in Botswana, one can question the Swedish government’s decision to phase 

out the aid to Botswana. 

This thesis only looks at a single case, which makes the result non-generalizable. If the results 

show that the arguments for phasing out the aid to Botswana are not valid, the outcome is not 

necessarily applicable for other countries where Sweden has phased out aid.  

1.3 Relevance of the study 

The cogency of the government’s aid reforms has been widely questioned. Therefore, I find it 

relevant to examine if their way of governing aid is well planned, and if in its drive for 

efficiency, has actually terminated aid to countries which are still in great need of support. 

The Swedish government’s decision, regarding which countries should continue to receive 

Swedish aid, might provide an understanding of how the Swedish government interprets the 

concept of poverty. One could thereafter consider whether the government’s definition of 

poverty is well developed or if it has any limitations.  
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If the results show that there are flaws in the government’s aid policies, it is important to 

continue to evaluate the effects of the policies in order to improve the Swedish aid guidelines.  

Independent of the findings, this thesis will be beneficial for the ongoing debate regarding the 

aid platform and it will contribute to a greater understanding of Swedish aid. Since the aim of 

Swedish aid is to tackle global issues such as poverty, this thesis is also highly relevant in the 

field of development studies. 

1.4 Delimitations and limitations 

This thesis is based on three delimitations; (1) country selection, (2) the time period for 

analyzing poverty in Botswana and (3) the selected data sources. Additionally, there is one 

limitation regarding the availability of material for this study. 

1.4.1 Delimitations 

(1) Botswana is chosen since it is one of the countries affected by the Swedish government’s 

interpretation of the PGD and the government’s efficiency policies. Furthermore, Botswana 

was one of the world’s poorest countries in 1966 (Kerapeletswe et.al, 2008: 15) but has since 

then made a constant increase in GDP and is today an upper middle-income country (The 

World Bank, 2014a). In 2013, despite its financial success, Botswana was classified as a 

‘laggard’
2
 in achieving the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) (The 2013 Data Report, 

2013: 9). Due to this uneven development, it is an interesting country to investigate. 

Additionally, this thesis only addresses Swedish bilateral aid which is provided by Swedish 

International Development Cooperation Agency (Sida). Therefore, aid provided by Sida will 

be the focus.  

(2) Since this thesis aims to evaluate the Swedish aid to Botswana, it’s a natural outcome to 

set the time frame to 1966-2013, i.e. the period during which Sweden assisted Botswana with 

aid. To make it easier to follow the poverty trends, the findings are divided into time periods. 

These time periods are 1966-1989, 1990-2000 and 2001-2013.  

(3) In addition to the scientific articles that are analyzed in this thesis (reviewed in chapter 6 – 

Choice of material), each chapter utilizes statistics regarding GDP per capita, Human 

Development Index (HDI),
3
 and gini coefficient.

 4
 These indicators are chosen because they 

                                                           
2
 A laggard country has shown little or no progress in achieving the MDGs (The 2013 Data Report, 2013) 

3
 “HDI is a summary measure for assessing long-term progress in three basic dimensions of human 

development: a long and healthy life, access to knowledge and a decent standard of living […] ” (Human 
Development Report, 2013: 1) 
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are well-known international measurements that have existed for a long period of time. 

Therefore, the statistics are able to be identified in all of the time periods I am analyzing. 

Additionally, the statistic will serve as a complement, or questioning what is stated in the 

analyzed articles.  

It is also necessary to mention that there is previously published literature regarding aid 

effectiveness and if the rationale of giving aid is a self or moral interest (see e.g. Lensink and 

White 2010, Kapila 2007, Todaro and Smith, 2011: 701, 707). However, the discussion 

regarding aid effectiveness will not be the scope of this research, since this thesis is based on 

actions and documentations from the Swedish government. Because the Swedish government 

uses aid as a tool for development, they should consider aid to be fruitful, irrespective of 

whether it is based on self- or moral interest. 

1.4.2 Limitations 

One can argue that the documentation regarding poverty in Botswana, until the 1990’s, might 

not have been digitized. Therefore, there could be useful documents that not are accessible. 

However, as argued in chapter 6 – Choice of material, the data is still representative since it 

reflects each decade in Botswana’s history. Additionally, the data is supplemented with valid 

statistics.  

                                                                                                                                                                                     
4
 Gini Coefficient – “An aggregate numerical measure of income inequality ranging from 0 (perfect equality) to 

1 (perfect inequality) […]” (Todaro and Smith, 2011: 777) 
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1.5 Disposition 

This thesis consists of the following ten chapters; 

Chapter 1 – Introduction, introduce the chosen topic and the debate around it. Thereafter, 

purpose, research questions and relevance of the study is presented. The chosen method and 

research design is presented but is further reviewed in chapter 5. Finally, delimitations and 

limitations are stated. 

Chapter 2 – Background, gives a background of Botswana’s history and Swedish aid policies. 

The different development cooperations between Sweden and Botswana during the years of 

1966-2013 are thereafter presented.   

Chapter 3 – Different approaches to poverty – A literature review. This chapter presents a 

literature review regarding different historical approaches to understanding poverty.  

Chapter 4 – Conceptual and analytical framework. The conceptual framework presents 

different definitions of poverty, concerned with both social and economic factors. These 

concepts are later used as a framework in the method and thereby used as a tool to identify 

poverty in Botswana. The analytical framework is presenting the Swedish government’s 

interpretation of poverty. The government’s definition is thereafter related to the concepts 

presented in the conceptual framework. The analytical framework is used in the analysis as a 

tool to interpret the result from different points of departure, in order to answer the research 

questions. 

Chapter 5 – Method, presents the chosen research design and the chosen method. 

Additionally, different understandings of how to achieve validity and reliability are presented. 

Chapter 6 – Choice of material. The selection process for the chosen articles analyzed is 

presented.  

Chapter 7 – Findings. This chapter aims to present the identified poverty in Botswana during 

the years of 1966-2013. The findings are created by applying the chosen method and the 

poverty concepts (presented in the conceptual framework) to the chosen articles.   

Chapter 8 – Analysis, aims to create a discussion regarding different views of interpreting the 

Swedish government’s decision to terminate the aid to Botswana. The analysis is 

implemented by analyzing the findings in relation to the analytical framework. 
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Chapter 9 – Conclusion, summarizes the thesis and gives an answer to the research questions 

as well as to the objective of this thesis.   

Chapter 10 – Bibliography, presents a list of all the sources used.  
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2. Background 

This chapter will start by giving a description of Botswana’s history. Thereafter the second 

part will explain how Swedish aid is managed and will describe the changes made in Swedish 

aid guidelines. Finally, the Swedish cooperations with Botswana will be discussed, both why 

the Swedish government decided to give aid to – and later on, phase out the aid to Botswana. 

These sections will give a broader context to the thesis, and give an understanding of 

Botswana’s history, as well as how Swedish aid to Botswana has been managed.   

2.1 Botswana 

Botswana is a landlocked country in Sub-Saharan Africa (SSA). It became independent from 

Britain in 1966, and was then one of the poorest countries in the world. The economic growth 

in Botswana has no doubt been positive (Todaro and Smith, 2011: 718) and today, in 2014, 

Botswana is classified as a MIC (The World Bank, 2014a). The economic success can be 

traced back to Botswana’s discovery of large diamond and copper resources and by the 

benefits of Foreign Direct Investments (FDI) (Todaro and Smith, 2011: 718). 

In late 1960’s, diamonds were discovered in Botswana, and the government decided to invest 

the new financial possibilities in development strategies, such as education (Siphambe, 2012: 

23). The government’s mature way of handling the new resources made the country non-

affected by the “curse of natural resources”
5
 (Todaro and Smith, 2011: 718). Furthermore, the 

discovery of diamonds attracted FDI, which the government, in contrast with so many other 

African countries, took advantage of, by getting satisfactory tax revenues, without chasing the 

investors away (Ibid: 719). Investments in education have been very successful and in 2011 

more than half of the children in Botswana continued with secondary education. Although, 

this may be considered a relatively low number in comparison with many other countries, it is 

twice the average in SSA (Ibid). Additionally, the great number of FDI that permeated in the 

country has also positively affected the economic growth (Siphambe, 2012: 23). 

Today, the Swedish government considers Botswana to be a stable democracy (Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs, 2009: 1). Additionally, Botswana has a multi-party system and has had 

regular elections every five years since 1965, with no President overstaying their time 

(Todaro and Smith, 2011: 718-719). The corruption rate is also relatively low and the country 

                                                           
5
 The “curse of natural resources” refers to the paradox that countries with natural resources tend to have less 

economic growth.  
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has since 1998 been the least corrupt country in Africa (Transparency International, 2014, 

Kerapeletswe et.al, 2008: 18). Botswana offers a free press and it scores high on different 

human development indicators (Todaro and Smith, 2011: 718-719). Additionally, Botswana 

has managed its international aid in a and successful way, and because the country has been 

successful on many levels, the Swedish government’s consider Botswana to be role model for 

other African states (Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 2009: 1).  

On the other hand, the population is suffering severely from HIV/AIDS. The virus was first 

detected in Botswana in 1985, and the country had the second highest HIV infection rate in 

the world in 2011 (Todaro and Smith, 2011: 719 and World Health Organization, 2005: 5). 

This affects already vulnerable groups, such as the poor and may in the future also have 

negative consequences on the growing economy (Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 2009: 1). To 

tackle this problem, at the time of writing, Botswana offers free retroviral treatment to all 

citizens (Todaro and Smith, 2011: 720).  

As an attempt to further promote development, and to fight poverty, the government of 

Botswana has drafted a long term vision (‘vision 2016’), with seven key goals
6
 to be achieved 

by 2016. To increase the availability of jobs and a fair distribution of income are highlighted 

in the vision (Botswana Vision 2016 Council, 2010). 

2.2 Swedish aid policies 

There are 4 governmental bills approved by the Swedish parliament that have formed Swedish 

aid from 1962 up to date. These have served as guidelines of how the Swedish aid should be 

governed.  

The first bill was approved in 1962 (Bill 1962:100), and it stated that the overarching aim of 

Swedish aid was to increase the living standards of the poor. It was the first time in history 

that Sweden had an aid policy, which has formed Swedish aid, and the main purpose has 

always remained (Odén, 2013: 21-22). 

In 1968, a new government bill was approved (Bill 1968:101) and it added two elements to 

the previous one. (1) In 1975, the total aid budget should have corresponded to 1% of the 

Gross National Product (GNP), which actually was 0.3% more than recommended by the 

United Nations (UN) (Odén, 2013: 32, Keepeletswe et.al, 2008: 30). (2) Economic 

                                                           
6
 The seven key goals are (1) an educated and informed nation, (2) a prosperous and innovative nation, (3) a 

compassionate, just and caring nation, (4) A safe and secure nation, (5) an open, democratic and accountable 
nation (6) A moral and tolerant nation, (7) A united and proud nation (Botswana Vision 2016 Council, 2010).   
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independence was added as one of the sub-goals to achieve the overarching aim of increasing 

the living standards for the poor (Odén, 2013: 23).  

The third change in Swedish aid policy was in 1978, when the government bill 1968:101 was 

approved. The bill was created as a reaction to the debt-crisis in less developed countries. The 

understanding of poverty reduction was also moved to macroeconomic policies and economic 

growth became central. Therefore Swedish aid became influenced by the WB, the 

International Monetary Fund (IMF) and the United States (U.S.), which all had great 

economic power. As a consequence of the new thinking of poverty reduction, Swedish aid 

increased to governments that promoted economic growth (Ibid: 25-26).  

Twenty years later, the government presented a new bill (2002/03:122) which was approved 

in 2003. The bill goes by the name of ‘policy for global development’ (PGD) and is 

influenced by the United Nation’s (UN) Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) (Ibid: 27). 

The concept of poverty in the PGD is no longer viewed solely through economic perspectives, 

but is understood as a multidimensional concept, which is concerned with both social and 

economic needs. The PGD has the same overarching aim as the Bill in 1962. The PGD is still 

in use, and provides guidelines for how the Swedish aid should be governed (Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs, 2008). 

In 2006, a national election was held in Sweden and a new conservative coalition government 

took office
7
. The new government had great ambitions to further develop the PGD (Odén, 

2009: 23, Odén and Wohlgemuth 2013: 31) and argued that many of the challenges that the 

world was facing in 2006 were not the same as in 2003. The new challenges were considered 

to be urgent and needed to be tackled therefore, Swedish aid needed to increase its 

effectiveness (Ibid, 2013: 30). The government did however, not present a new governmental 

bill. Instead they presented a number of government communication to the Swedish 

parliament. In that way, new policies regarding Swedish aid could be made by the 

government communication, which not needed to be approved by the parliament (Odén, 2013: 

27-30). In government communications, several policy changes have been presented (Ibid), 

such as the decision to concentrate the aid to fewer countries and only targeting selected 

issues (Wohlgemuth, 2009: 7, Odén, 2013: 28-29). To be as effective as possible, the 

government decided to target 33 countries instead of 125 (Swedish International Development 

Cooperation Agency, 2012a: 10) and the aid became more result oriented (Odén and 

                                                           
7
 The government was re-elected in 2010.  
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Wohlgemuth, 2013: 30). The policy changes were however, in accordance with the Paris 

declaration. The Paris declaration is an agreement from 2005 between some 80 governments 

of the world regarding aid effectiveness. The Paris declaration is characterized by ownership, 

alignment, harmonization, result and mutual accountability (OECD, 2014).  In Sweden, the 

Paris declaration has been interpreted as; 

donor and recipient countries will be better able to show results, recipient countries should take 

greater responsibility for their own development, the donors should coordinate better with each 

other, recipient countries should continue to implement economic and political reforms, the 

donor countries must adapt its assistance better to the circumstances of each partner country 

[English translation] (Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency, 2012b). 

According to Wohlgemuth (2009: 8) some of the policy changes made by the Swedish 

government could be associated with ideological differences between the new and previous 

government. One of the new reforms that might be explained by differences of ideologies is 

the view on poverty reduction, which in the new policy documents is understood as a result of 

economic growth rather than distribution of resources (Odén and Wohlgemuth, 2013: 32-33 

and Wohlgemuth, 2009: 8). In a government communication from 2007, the purpose of the 

new direction of the aid is described as follows; “Economic growth is absolutely essential to 

poverty reduction. A fundamental and central aspect of poverty is lack of resources, and 

resources are generated by economic growth” (Government Communication 2007/08:89: 6).  

As mentioned and problematized earlier, the policy documents have received lot of criticism. 

In 2011, they received criticism from the Swedish Agency for Public Management which 

published a report that stated that the policy documents that govern the Swedish aid were too 

many and uncoordinated, which weakened the management of aid (Odén and Wohlgemuth, 

2013: 31). As a response to this report, the government started a process to clarify the 

inexplicit documents, which resulted in the aid platform (Ibid: 32). However, since the 

government took office, a trend in Swedish aid is visible, and as Wohlgemuth (2009: 8) puts 

it: 

An ideological change relates to poverty reduction as objective and methodology for 

development cooperation. Present trends internationally and in Sweden point in the direction of 

a return to emphasizing economic growth as the major means for development in developing 

countries. Redistribution and special activities for poverty alleviation are being downgraded, 

compared with the thinking of the 1990s and the first years of the new millennium. 
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The Swedish government is responsible for determining how much of the state budget is 

designated for international aid. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MFA) and Sida are in 

charge of distributing the aid on behalf of the government. MFA traditionally distribute 30% 

and Sida 70% of the total aid budget, and they delegate the aid to different stakeholders. Sida 

is primary responsible for bilateral aid and MFA for the multilateral aid (Swedish 

International Development Cooperation Agency, 2012a: 6, Odén and Wohlgemuth, 2013: 34). 

As mentioned in section 1.4 – Delimitations and limitations, this thesis addresses the practice 

of bilateral aid and Sida’s work is therefore the focus. 

Sida is a government agency, which on behalf of the Swedish parliament and the Swedish 

government, works to reduce global poverty. Their work is carried out by supporting different 

projects and programs in recipient countries, and they operate in accordance with the PGD 

(Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency, 2013a).  

Swedish aid is based on the values of the Organization for Economic Co-operation and 

Development’s (OECD) Committee’s (DAC) definition of aid, which aims at promoting 

economic development in poor countries (Government Communication 2013/14:131: 7). The 

international work carried out by the OECD’s donor and partner countries resulted in the Paris 

declaration, which was adopted in 2005. For Sweden, this meant targeting selected countries 

and only to focus on certain subject areas (Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 2011). However, it 

should be noted that the Swedish aid always has had an overarching aim of reducing poverty 

and creating conditions for better standards for people living in poverty and oppression, even 

if the formulation of the aid has changed over time (Government Communication, 

2013/14:131: 5, Oden, 2013: 21).  

2.3 Swedish assistance to Botswana, 1966-2013 

In 1966 Botswana became independent and the Botswana government was successful in 

attracting bilateral donors since the country, at that time, was one of worlds’ poorest countries 

and was located in a vulnerable position, with minority-ruled neighbor countries all around 

(Dahlgren et.al, 1994: Corrigendum). Sweden was then one of the first and largest bilateral 

donors to Botswana, gradually increasing the aid, from SEK 5 million during the first year to 

SEK 60 million in the 1970’s. In 1971, Botswana became a programme country and the 

Swedish government had in the late 80’s, increased the aid to almost SEK 100 million/year 

(Ibid: 14-15) 
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In 1966, when Sweden first began providing aid to Botswana, the main areas of support were 

water supply, education, district development, small scale industry development, capacity 

building and measures to decrease Botswana’s economic dependence from South Africa (SA) 

(Ibid: 9). Although, the focus of Swedish aid to Botswana has changed over time, the 30 year 

long aid cooperation has always mainly been aimed at reducing poverty and decrease 

Botswana’s economic dependence from SA (The Government Office of Sweden, 2014).  

In 1992 Botswana achieved MIC status and thereby lost its programme country status. As a 

consequence, the bilateral aid was started to be phased-out.  The exit of bilateral aid was 

decided upon even though Botswana was “not really ready to graduate”. The rather rapid 

decision by the Swedish government to phase out the bilateral aid might be explained by the 

huge budget deficits and the need to reduce the state expenditures (Kerapeletswe et.al, 2008: 

25-30). 

The decision to terminate the aid was not in line with Botswana’s vision, even if they 

responded to the aid exit in a calm manner. Kerapeletswe et.al carried out interviews in 2008 

to evaluate the aid transformation which showed that the interviewees were not happy with 

the Swedish decision. According to Kerapeletswe et.al (2008: 31); “Botswana argued that an 

exit justified merely by a high per capita income would be unfair, since development could 

not be equated with economic growth”. Instead, Botswana rather wanted the aid to be given in 

other ways, which in the end also happened. The bilateral aid was replaced by new forms of 

aid, such as International training programs (ITP), supporting efforts in combating HIV/AIDS 

and Contract-Financed Technical Assistance (KTS), which all was part of a ‘broader 

cooperation’
8
 (The government office of Sweden, 2014, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 2009: 1). 

It should be noted, that already from this point, Sweden wanted to gradually (with no exact 

time limit) phase out the aid to Botswana (Kerapeletswe et.al, 2008: 28-31). 

The KTS aims to promote an exchange of knowledge and experiences between Sweden and 

other countries. There are some basic principles regarding the cooperation; it should be within 

a limited time frame and to obtain financial support from Sida, the purpose and use of 

resources need to be clearly stated by the recipient. Sida support however, only partly 

finances the activities, requesting the recipient to meet some costs (Swedish International 

Development Cooperation Agency, 2004: 1). In Botswana’s case, the KTS has been focusing 

                                                           
8
 “In the 1970s the term Broader Cooperation was launched and a special aid organization called BITS (The 

Board for Investment and Technical Support) was created to manage this kind of aid.” (Odén and Wohlgemuth, 
2013: 23).  
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on both adaptions of new technology as well as institutional strengthening (Swedish 

International Development Cooperation Agency, 2003: 26). However, it has been questioned 

whether KTS actually works as it was set out to do and how it actually differs from the 

bilateral aid (Kerapeletswe et.al, 2008: 43-44). 

The ITP is supposed to be focusing on combating poverty in a long term perspective and 

supports governments as well as organizations in their work for development. The ITP is 

offering courses both to low and middle income countries in subjects that are relevant for 

social and economic development (Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency, 

2012c). However, when the new Swedish government took office, it was decided, as a result 

of their new concentrated aid policies, to phase out all development cooperation’s with 

Botswana. 

On behalf of the government, Sida had the responsibility in 2008 to develop proposals 

regarding the phase out period with Botswana (Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 2009: 1). In the 

proposed budget for 2008, the government argues that the concentration is not a saving 

measure. Instead, it is argued that, in countries where aid was phased out, the Swedish aid was 

not effective enough. In these countries, including Botswana, there were no resources for 

deeper cooperation and concentration was considered necessary to efficiently fight global 

poverty (PROP. 2007/08, 2007: 62).  

On the government’s request, Sida proposed ‘partner driven cooperation’ as a final 

cooperation between Sweden and Botswana, which replaced ITP, KTS and support in 

combating HIV/AIDS. The partner driven cooperation lasted between 2009-2013 (Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs, 2009: 1-5).  

Partner driven cooperation is a collaboration between Sweden and actors from other countries, 

such as universities, businesses’ and municipalities, that takes an own initiative to cooperate 

with each other, while Sida provides expertise, contacts and time-limited financial support 

(Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency, 2013b). The aim with the partner 

driven cooperation is to maintain the relationship Sweden has with the other recipient 

countries and to invest in projects that later can continue without financial support from Sida 

(Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 2009: 2). The cooperation should be built on mutual interests, 

but the Swedish aim with the partner driven cooperation in Botswana has focused on issues 

related to HIV/AIDS, environment, climate, democracy, human rights and economic growth 

(Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency, 2014). These issues have been 
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considered, by the Swedish Government, to be the most important issues in the fight against 

poverty in Botswana (Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 2009). Sweden’s already predetermined 

focus might question the objectivity in Swedish aid and raises the question how ‘mutual 

interests’ are defined.  

Partner driven cooperation is also supposed to be an approach of assistance when “aid is no 

longer needed” (Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency, 2013b). This 

statement indicates that the Swedish government, consider their earlier work in Botswana to 

be fruitful and that they have reached their previous goals. 
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3 Different approaches to poverty – A literature review 

In 1994, the central idea of sustainable development, and the purpose of giving aid, was to 

combat poverty (Olsson and Wohlgemuth, 1999: 55-59). However, there is no universal 

definition of poverty and how to fight it. The MDGs from 2000 are a way of defining 

important aspects in the combat of poverty in its many dimensions and is, today, still the most 

supported and comprehensive poverty reductions targets the world has established (UN 

Millennium Project, 2005: 1-2). According to Todaro and Smith (2011: 23) the targets will 

however not be achieved in all countries of the world due to a number of factors which differ 

from country to country. 

This chapter will present different approaches to the issue of poverty in existing literature. 

This is carried out by examining the aspects of the individual’s role in poverty, culture and 

poverty, poverty within structures and economic growth and poverty. This review will later 

place this thesis in already existing literature, by providing an understanding of how both the 

Swedish and Botswana government understand poverty alleviation. 

3.1 The individual’s role in poverty 

The reasoning that the individual would cause its own poverty is mostly developed in the 

psychological field. This approach suggests that the individual is the source of its own 

poverty, and other factors, such as the structures of a society, are not important (Pearl, 1970: 

348-352). This means, that if a person is unemployed, it is the individual’s own responsibility 

to find a job, rather than society’s responsibility to create more job opportunities. 

According to Turner and Lehning, between 1960 and 1970, the individual approach of 

poverty expanded (Turner and Lehning 2008: 59). One approach of understanding poverty 

suggested that children from poor families did not have the same language skills as children 

from the middle-classes, thereby, affected childrens’ ability to understand and use information 

given to them, which would lead to poverty (Rainwater, 1970: 19-20). However, in 1978 

Ginsburg (in Turner and Lehning 2008: 59) acknowledgement that differences in cognition 

may exist, but do not determine if a person will be poor or not. 

The individual approach of poverty is viewed through physical factors, and poverty could 

therefore also be understood as a biological factor. Up until the 1980’s, this view was 

common and even supported by “psychologist-designed intelligence tests”. The test results 

were used as ‘evidence’ that a person with low score was more likely to become poor (Ibid).  
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The individual approach of poverty does not only emphasize the individual as the source of 

poverty, but also the individual’s inability to escape from poverty. The McClelland approach 

(created by David McClelland 1949) provided an understanding of why this was the case and 

the approach gained attention in the 1960-1970. According to McClelland, poor people had 

not developed the trait ‘Need for Achievement’ (Nach or N-Ach). Nach increases a person’s 

desire for individual accomplishment. Therefore, without the trait, a person is incapable of 

changing his/her own situation. Thus, in order for a person to affect his/her situation to the 

better, s/he needs to develop the Nach (Ibid: 60).  

This approach to poverty could be considered close to Darwinism, which assumes that a 

situation is accruing due to evolutionary factors (Pearl, 1970, 349).  However, Darwinism and 

approaches which considers the individual to be the cause of its own poverty, has received a 

lot of criticism during the years (see e.g. Symons 1999). Therefore, today, this approach of 

understanding poverty could arguable be considered outdated. 

3.2 Culture and poverty 

The cultural approach to poverty, explains poverty through a culture or group of people, 

rather than through one individual. The concept of culture is used differently, though, and has 

sometimes been associated with ethnic groups (Small et.al, 2010: 19).  

The cultural approach on poverty argues that, if a person is poor, it is likely that other persons 

within the same culture also are poor. This is explained through the idea that a given culture 

has certain values and attitudes that make the culture persists (Ibid: 7). As with the individual 

approach of poverty, it is assumed that cultures that live in poverty cannot escape from it. As 

described by the anthropologist Oscar Lewis in 1961: “[poverty is an] adaptation to a set of 

objective conditions of the larger society, [but] once it comes into existence, it tends to 

perpetuate itself from generation to generation because of its effect on children” (in Jordan, 

2004: 19). This reasoning could encourage privileged people to continue to structurally 

discriminate less privilege groups in the society.    

Patterson (2006: 1-2) criticizes this approach and states that the cultural perspective on 

poverty illustrates an image of people within a specific culture as victims of themselves, and 

holds people responsible for their poverty, rather than looking beyond the individual. 

Furthermore Patterson is associating the cultural approach of poverty to the historical 

discrimination against black people in the US. 
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However, since the beginning of the 1980’s, the understanding of poverty has moved from the 

individual/culture to focus on the structures of societies, which will be explained in the next 

section (Turner and Lehning, 2008: 57). Therefore, the above approaches can be argued to be 

outdated, and are no longer used for understanding poverty. However, it is still worth 

mentioning the two approaches as this chapter seeks to provide a broad historical background 

of how the understanding of poverty has developed. Additionally, Small et.al (2010: 6) argues 

that the cultural perspectives on poverty are starting to take hold again. Therefore, there might 

be a possibility that the individual/cultural understanding of poverty will be identified in other 

chapters of this thesis. 

3.3 Poverty within structures 

The structural approach of poverty goes beyond the individual/group, and is focusing on the 

structures in society (Jordan, 2004: 22). According to the structural approach, it is not only the 

responsibility of the individuals to tackle poverty, but rather the structures within a state that 

keeps individuals poor and is also important in helping individuals escape from poverty. 

Institutionalized discrimination, structure of the economy and unequal distribution of 

resources are some of the structural conditions that can create poverty (Beeghley, 1988: 201). 

The structural theories emerged because of an awareness that people within a certain group do 

not always behave in the same way and fall into poverty. Beeghley (1988: 205) argues that the 

structure of a society could work as an indication of how people behave; if people have fewer 

choices on how to deal with their situation, they would also be less effective to change it.  

Johan Galtung describes this phenomenon as “structural violence” (Galtung, 1990: 291-305). 

Structural violence is violence built within the structures, without an obvious actor who is 

committing it (Galtung, 1969: 170). It is rather systems or institutions that are ‘committing’ 

the violence and because of that, Galtung describes structural violence as silent and therefore, 

often difficult to discover (Galtung, 1990: 173-175). Galtung states that; “The violence is built 

into the structure and shows up as unequal power and consequently as unequal life chances” 

(Galtung, 1969: 171). Two examples of structural violence are the unequal life opportunities 

for women as well as the uneven distribution of resources around the world, which both are 

problems built within complex structures (Ibid). Because some groups become disadvantaged 

by structural violence, it could be argued that structural violence is related to poverty.  The 

structural discrimination against women is a clear example of this relationship. Women are 

subject to structural violence all around the world (e.g. in the sense that they do not have the 
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same opportunities as men) and at the same time constitute the majority of the world’s 

poorest.  

3.4 Economy and poverty 

Theories of economic development have existed for a long time; however, the emphasis on 

economic growth and free markets took hold in the 1980’s. Economic growth is associated 

with trade and the concept of comparative advantage. Comparative advantage is, very briefly, 

understood in that people can trade what they possess in large quantities and will, in return, 

get commodities that they are in greater need of (Todaro and Smith, 2011: 575).   

Neo-liberalism has been a dominant economic theory, which promotes free markets and 

privatizations (Olssen and Peters, 2005: 313-314). As argued by Burchill (2009: 66-67) free 

markets would increase the economic growth and was inspired by the hope to decrease the 

conflicts in the world, by creating a common interest between states. The economic growth 

(GDP) is seen to be beneficial for the population, since increasing GDP is assumed to reduce 

poverty. As stated by Roemer and Gugerty (1997: 1):  

 

GDP growth translates into a direct one-for-one increase in the rate of growth of average 

incomes of the poorest 40%. GDP growth of ten percent per year is associated with income 

growth of ten percent for the poorest 40% of the population. For the poorest 20% the elasticity 

of response is 0.921; GDP growth of 10% is associated with income growth of 9.21%. These 

results give strong support to the proposition that growth in per capita GDP can be and usually 

is a powerful force in reducing poverty 

Additionally, economic growth as a tool for development has gained a lot of support and has 

been a leading ideology at both the WB and the IMF (Todaro and Smith, 2011: 127).  

Some scholars however (see Harrison et.al 2002 or Patnaik, 2007), argue that the relationship 

between increased GDP and poverty alleviation is not that simple. Some argue that the 

poorest households are not affected by the increase in GDP, while others argue that it will 

take some time before the increased GDP becomes beneficial and increases the opportunities 

for everyone. As stated in 1.1 Problem Formulation, one can question how it could be that the 

world’s poorest people live in MIC’s, if increased GDP would lead to poverty reduction. 

Additionally, according Kotz (2009), the financial crisis in 2008 is a result of neoliberalism 

and the focus on economic growth. However, even though there are criticism against the 

economic theories and it was acknowledge by the WB in 1997 that “high aggregate growth, in 
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itself, will not reduce poverty” (Good, 1999: 186), the economic theories of how to reduce 

poverty, still have a strong international influence. 
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4 Conceptual and analytical framework 

This chapter presents the conceptual and analytical framework of this thesis. The chapter 

builds on the previous literature review; however, this chapter presents different poverty 

concepts, while the previous chapter aimed at providing a broad background of approaches 

to poverty.  

The conceptual framework will explain and problematize the concepts of extreme and relative 

poverty, as well as the ‘capability approach’ according to Amartya Sen. In this thesis, I have 

chosen to include one additional concept; ‘other’. I have chosen to add the additional concept 

to increase the understanding of poverty in Botswana. These concepts are chosen because it is 

important to have as broad understanding of poverty as possible, since there is no single way 

of understanding it. Additionally, these concepts offer both an economic and a social 

understanding of poverty. In chapter 7 – Findings, the concepts will be applied to the data 

being analyzed. The concepts of poverty will also be used as a framework for the chosen 

method (reviewed in chapter 5 – Method). 

The analytical framework is created by placing the conceptual framework in relation to how 

the Swedish government understands poverty. This provides an understanding of how the 

government interprets povert. The analytical framework helps to create the analysis in 

chapter 8 – Analysis.  

4.1 Conceptual framework 

Extreme poverty is probably the most known definition and measurement of poverty and is 

based on a household’s income. According to international standards, if one’s income is less 

than $1.25/day, a person is living in extreme poverty (The World Bank, 2010). The concept of 

extreme poverty is used in the MDGs, which, among other things, aims to “eradicate extreme 

poverty and hunger” (United Nations, 2014).  

Extreme poverty should be understood as an economic term, since it does not reflect upon any 

another factors than daily income. Furthermore, extreme poverty might exist in a country with 

high GDP, since poverty can be a result of not distributing the national resources equally 

(presented in the previous chapter). The assumption above shows that a fair allocation of 

resource may be an important factor that affects the relationship between GDP and poverty 

reduction. An equal allocation of resources is also important when it comes to the gender 
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perspective, since the majority of the world’s poor are women (Todaro and Smith 2011: 23-

24: 237). 

Relative poverty measures poverty in relation to the social context (UNESCO, 2014). This 

means that a person may be classified as poor if s/he lives in an area with wealthy people, but 

may not be considered poor if s/he moved to a context with less wealthy people. This concept 

is rather subjective and based on the individual’s experiences but gives an interesting 

perspective on poverty. However, giving aid on the basis of relative poverty might be 

questionable, as a donor then would be able to provide aid to anyone who considers 

themselves poor.   

The two concepts above are used regularly when talking about poverty. However, they could 

arguable be considered as limited, since they are not concerned with anything else than 

income and consumption (UNESCO, 2014). Therefore, the capability approach (according to 

Amartya Sen) is included in order to offer an understanding of poverty as freedom and 

opportunities in life. The capability approach may be seen as a theory on its own right. 

However, in this research, it will only be used to put the term ‘poverty’ in a non-economic 

perspective.  

Sen argues that, only measuring poverty in economic terms are not sufficient, since there are 

other matters that are important for human satisfaction. According to Sen, poverty is lack of 

freedom to do or become what one wants (Sen, 1999: 14). Freedom is explained by Sen as a 

“process that allows freedom of actions and decisions, and actually opportunities that people 

have” (Ibid: 17). Additionally, Sen is referring to the concept of functionings’ as vital when 

understanding poverty. Functionings’ are basically how well a person can use different 

commodities (Sen, 2008: 271). As an example, access to glasses for a blind person has no 

value.  

Sen’s explanation of the capability approach illustrates that there is a correlation between the 

approach and structural violence, since structural violence prevents a person from what s/he 

can do.  

The concept of Other is used when there might be factors that relate to poverty or poverty 

reduction, but which do not fit into any of the other concepts. As noted, this is a broad 

concept, but it will provide a greater understanding of factors that might contribute to poverty 

in Botswana. Each time a factor can be linked to the concept of Other, there will be a 
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reasoning as to why that factor might be related to poverty. An example of a factor that will 

be identified as Other, is increased/decreased GDP in Botswana.  Figure 1 presents a 

summary of how the different concepts should be interpreted. 

Figure 1, Interpretation of poverty concepts 

Extreme poverty Relative poverty Capability 

approach 

Other 

Income less than 

$1.25/day 

A subjective 

understanding of 

poverty, depending 

on the wealth in a 

person’s 

surroundings 

Opportunities and 

freedom to become 

what one wants.  

 

Factors related to 

poverty that do not 

fit into any of the 

other concept. 

Created to broaden 

the understanding 

poverty 

 

4.2 Analytical framework 

In 2007, the Swedish government stated that poverty alleviation was the overarching aim of 

Swedish aid, as well as a central part in the government’s development policy (Government 

Communication 2007/08:89: 6-7). 

In a government communication from 2007, the concept of poverty was, in accordance with 

the PGD, based on the poor individuals’ perspective. Therefore the individuals have a central 

role in Swedish aid (Ibid 2007/08:89: 7.8). The Swedish government defines poverty as a 

multidimensional concept and considers poverty as one of the greatest challenges that the 

world is facing. The government’s interpretation of the PGD’s definition of poverty was in 

2007 defined as: 

[…] lack of resources, opportunities, empowerment and personal security, and the resulting 

inability of poor people to influence decision-making and improve their lives [….] Poverty is 

multidimensional and the fight against it must be waged on more than one front” (Ibid: 6). 

The Swedish government’s definition of poverty is multidimensional because it can be 

understood in both social and economic terms. As noted, there is no explanation what ‘lack of 

resources, opportunities, empowerment and personal security’ refer to. For instance, lack of 

resources might refer to the lack of education opportunities, which then, relates to life 
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opportunities and therefore, is coherent with Sen’s capability approach. Lack of resources 

might also refer to an economic point of view, which is poverty defined by the extreme 

poverty concept. The different interpretations of poverty explain how the concept is 

understood as multidimensional. 

Having a multidimensional concept of poverty, in relation to aid, might risk generating a 

situation where almost all aid can be motivated by poverty reduction (Odén and Wohlgemuth, 

2013: 58-59). What is obvious in the government’s policies, however, is that the view of how 

to fight poverty changed from 2003. In contrast to the PGD’s aid guidelines from 2003, in 

2007, the Swedish government’s communication put greater emphasis on economic growth 

and described it as a “fundamental condition of development and poverty reduction” 

(Government Communication 2007/08:89: 12). This includes that the distribution of resources 

as well as other activities for poverty alleviation has been downgraded (Odén and 

Wohlgemuth, 2013: 33) and places the government’s interpretation of poverty alleviation, one 

step closer to understanding poverty reduction by neoliberalism. However, the concept of 

poverty still remains multidimensional according to the Swedish government and the PGD.  

The government’s interpretation of poverty will be used in the analysis when comparing it to 

the poverty trends identified in Botswana between 1966 and 2013. The government’s 

interpretation of poverty from 2007 will be used because it is the foundation of the 

government’s aid policy and the definition used when the government decided to terminate 

aid to Botswana. 
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5. Method 

This thesis is based on a qualitative content analysis, and a case study is used as a research 

design, which both departure from a qualitative approach. This chapter will start of by 

distinguish a qualitative study from a quantitative study. Thereafter the use of case study 

design and qualitative content analysis will be presented.   

When conducting any type of case study, the process of analyzing the data is very similar to 

the one in qualitative content analysis. Both approaches aim to organize and analyze the data 

into themes or topics, to uncover patterns within the text (Kohlbacher, 2006: 9). Due to the 

similar aim, the approaches go well together. However, since the case study is used as a 

research design rather than a method. I don’t consider the approach in this thesis to be mixed 

methods. 

5.1 Qualitative research 

Qualitative research is as an approach where the researcher is interpreting the data (Creswell, 

2013: 42-43), to create patterns or themes out of it (Creswell, 2009: 175). The researcher is 

also a key instrument, since it is s/he who is both gathering and analyzing the data (Ibid). 

Because of the subjective interpretations in qualitative research, the approach may be 

criticized for not being scientific. However, during the last century, it has gained more 

acceptances and should be viewed as a complement to quantitative studies rather than an 

opponent (Kohlbacher, 2006: 2). 

There is no single definition of qualitative research (Creswell, 2013: 43), but Cassel and 

Symon’s definition (in Kohlbacher 2006: 2) gives an understanding of the basic features:  

[a qualitative research is]a focus on interpretation rather than quantification; an emphasis on 

subjectivity rather than objectivity; flexibility in the process of conducting research; […]and 

finally, an explicit recognition of the impact of the research process on the research situation.  

According to Kohlbacher (Ibid), quantitative studies can distinguish a change over time, but is 

not analyzing the data in depth, as qualitative studies do. Therefore, quantitative studies 

cannot answer why the change has occurred.   

5.2 Case study 

A case study is described differently by different authors (see Creswell, 2013: 97) and could 

therefore be understood both as a research design and a method. In this thesis, case study is 
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used as a research design, with the aim to provide guidelines to identify a reachable case. 

Within the case study design I will use the method qualitative content analysis (reviewed in 

the next section). To combine case study with a specific method is a common way of using 

the case study as a design, and as Stake in Kohlbacher (2006: 6) states: "[c]ase study is not a 

methodological choice but a choice of what is to be studied. By whatever methods, we choose 

to study the case".  

When conducting any type of case study, some basic guidelines have to be taken into 

consideration; 

(1) The first step is to identify a case. A case could be anything from a project to a 

relationship or an event (Creswell, 2013: 98). In this thesis the case is poverty in Botswana.  

(2) The chosen case should be within a bounded system such as a timeframe and place (Ibid: 

97). The selected case in this thesis is studied within the timeframe 1966-2013 and the place is 

the state of Botswana.  

(3) A case study can either consist of multiple cases, normally used for comparison and 

increased generalizability in the study (a multisite study) or a single case study (a within-site 

study) (Ibid: 97, 101). This thesis has only one case and will therefore be a within-site case 

study. Since this thesis carries out a within-site study, the result will be less generalizable. 

However, according to Glesne and Peshkin (1992 in Creswell, 2013: 102), the term 

generalizable “holds little meaning for most qualitative researchers”. According to Creswell, 

this can be understood by the fact that qualitative studies do not intend to generalize findings, 

rather, the value of qualitative research is the ability to get a greater understanding of a 

particular context (Creswell, 2009: 192-193). 

(4) The intent of why the specific case is chosen needs to be explained and motivated 

(Creswell, 2013: 98). This will be discussed in section 5.2.1 Case Selection, when explaining 

the importance of study the selected case and define what is it a case of.  

(5) A description of the case should be given to the reader (Ibid: 99). In this thesis, a context 

to the chosen case was provided in chapter 2 – Background.  

(6) A key feature when conducting a case study is to, according to Creswell, use multiple 

sources of information (Ibid: 97). Yin (in Kohlbacher, 2006: 8) broadens this understanding 

and argues that the most common sources of information used in case studies are: 
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 documents; 

 archival records; 

 interviews; 

 direct observation; 

 participant observation and; 

 physical artifacts 

This research will only be using documents, based on May’s (2011) definition of what a 

document is. The definition will be reviewed in Chapter 6 – Choice of Material. 

5.2.1 Case selection 

The case in this thesis is the poverty in Botswana, from 1966-2013. It is a case of 

development, which in combination with the Swedish government’s new aid policies, has led 

to the termination of Swedish aid. It is important to investigate the current situation in the 

countries where Swedish aid has been terminated, in order to understand and legitimize the 

withdrawal of aid. 

5.3  Qualitative content analysis 

Content analysis is a method to analyze texts. It can either be used to measure word frequency 

in documents i.e. quantitative use, or to get a deeper understanding of the intention and 

context of a text i.e. qualitative use (Elo and Kyngäs, 2007: 107-108). This research is based 

on the qualitative approach and aims to understand the meaning of text. This is done by 

identifying patterns and themes within the text by interpreting both the latent and manifest 

meaning (Zhang and Wildemuth, 2009: 1-2, 5). It is though important that the latent 

interpretations are described carefully, which could be done through citation. 

When conducting a qualitative content analysis, the first step is to choose data, i.e. the sample 

that will be analyzed. The sample should be representative in relation to the issue that is being 

examined and the researcher must find a balance of how much to analyze. There is always the 

dilemma that too small samples will not be representative, while too big samples, will 

decrease the quality of the study (Elo and Kyngäs, 2007: 109).  

After the researcher decided upon a sample, s/he has to choose a unit of analysis. The unit of 

analysis is the actual text that will be analyzed and can consist of words, sentences or 

complete documents. In this research, the units of analysis are the same documents as the 

sample selection (reviewed in chapter – 6 Choice of material).  
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After choosing the unit of analysis, there are two possible approaches that can be used to carry 

out the analysis: 

(1) The unstructured approach: The researcher is reading the unit of analysis several 

times. During the reading, s/he creates themes related to the unit of analysis; and 

categories the unit of analysis into the themes s/he created. 

(2) The structured approach: The researcher decides on pre-determined themes before s/he 

starts reading the material. During the reading s/he categorizes the unit of analysis into 

the pre-decided themes. However, if new themes are identified while reading, they can 

be added (Elo and Kyngäs, 2007: 108-111, Zhang and Wildemuth, 2009: 4). 

The design in this thesis is the structured approach, since I know that I wish to identify 

different poverty trends. The themes will therefore be based on different concepts of poverty, 

defined in the Conceptual framework. To use the concepts in the conceptual framework as 

themes is an obvious choice since it offers a broad understanding of different aspects of 

poverty.  Figure 2 illustrates the process when conducting a qualitative content analysis. 

Figure 2, The process of coding with pre-decided themes 

 

 

To increase the transparency and ability to cross-check the results, the researcher may set up 

guidelines for how the interpretation is done (in Zhang and Wildemuth, 2009: 4). This was 

done in section 4.1 - Conceptual Framework. 

Step 1: 
Preperation 

• Through the key words in the 
categories, find and decide the material 
you will analyze; 

• Chose the unit if analysis 

Step 2: 
Interpretaton 

• Read the unit of analysis several times and 
analyze it; 

• Interpret the unit of analysis  through both 
latent and manifest meaning, and categorize it 
into the themes (note that the same unit of 
analysis can be categorized into several themes) 

•If necessary, add new categories 

Step 3: 
Findings   

 

• Result/Findings 
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5.4 Validity and reliability 

To achieve reliability in a qualitative content analysis, it is important that the researcher can 

show a correlation between the data and the result (Elo and Kyngäs, 2007: 112). In this 

research, it makes the use of citation even more important, so the reader understands the 

reasoning.  

Validity in qualitative content analysis follows the universal standards for any qualitative 

research (Ibid: 112). This means that the statements and conclusions made could be the same 

if someone else conducted the same research (Chambliss and Schutt, 2013: 10). However, 

since reality can be very subjective, it is important to describe the procedure so another 

researcher would get the same result if re-creating the same study. 

Still, according to Lincoln and Guba (in Zhang and Wildemuth, 2009: 6), validity and 

reliability alone, are not enough to achieve quality in interpretive research. They argue that 

the concepts of credibility, transferability and dependability/confirmability, also should be 

taken into consideration.  

Credibility is reached in a qualitative content analysis by having an adequate representation of 

samples as well as being transparent in the process of coding (Ibid). This has been taken into 

consideration when designing the chapters, by, among other things, explaining the selection 

process of the chosen sample, which is presented in the next chapter 6 - Choice of Material.  

Transferability is measured in how well a researcher is describing the process of designing the 

analysis as well as giving well founded descriptions of the result, so that other researchers will 

be able to judge the result (Ibid). Once again, this shows the importance of describing how the 

unit of analysis has been interpreted into a certain theme.  

Dependability/Confirmability is achieved if there is an internal coherence in the research. This 

means that the data, findings and interpretations are linked to each other and that there is a 

logic in-between them (Ibid: 7). This is illustrated by chapter 8 – Analysis and chapter 9 – 

Conclusion.  
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6. Choice of material 

May is referring to J. Scott’s definition of documents when he states that a document is a text, 

symbol or other type of message which is documented through, for example, a written text, 

photograph or protocol (May, 2011: 215). The type of documents that this thesis analyzes is 

scientific articles. A scientific article is written for an academic audience and the article must 

be peer-reviewed (Linneaus University, 2014). All articles analyzed have been identified as 

scientific by a peer-review tool or by guidelines, given by Linnaeus library website (structure, 

author, purpose etc).  

The following guidelines were also taken into consideration when the articles were chosen, 

which I would argue increase the credibility of the articles;   

(1) Is the document a primary or secondary source; 

(2) Is the document official or private;  

(3) What is the purpose of producing this text;  

(4) Identify the quality of the document (May, 2011: 215-228). 

Because one always should be critical of sources, I will follow the guidelines of Creswell and 

use ‘multiple sources of information’. In addition to the written texts, I will use statistic from 

international organizations to confirm or question what is stated in the articles. The focus of 

the statistics is GDP per capita, the Gini Coefficient and HDI, which will complement the 

concepts of poverty.
9
  

To get a selection of articles that is representative, I will use documents from different years 

as well as from different authors. The following are guidelines for how the material for this 

thesis has been chosen.  

As already stated, to make it easier to follow the poverty trends, the findings are divided into 

time periods. These are 1966-1989, 1990-2000 and 2001-2013. The structure of the time 

periods is chosen because they can identify interesting findings in relation to different 

occasions taking place at the same time. 

The first period gives a background of the poverty in Botswana during its first years of 

independence – a baseline. Additionally, large diamond assets were found during this period, 

which might have affected the poverty structures. The second time period is only 10 years, 

                                                           
9
 The choice of statistic was reviewed in section 1.4 – Delimitations and limitations 
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however, many things happened during this time, for example, Botswana became a MIC and 

was no longer a programme country within Sida. The last time period is when the PGD was 

approved and the government policies to streamline the aid were introduced. Additionally, 

during this time period, the final decision to terminate the aid to Botswana was made.  

When searching for articles, the key words have been “Poverty”, “Development” and 

“Botswana” and these words are set in relation to the pre-decided themes. In total, 13 

scientific articles have been chosen. The articles and its authors are presented in Appendix 1.    
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7. Findings 

This chapter presents the findings by analyzing the chosen scientific articles in relation to the 

pre-decided poverty concepts. The chapter is divided into time periods, as specified in the 

previous chapter. The end of each section summarizes the different poverty concepts that have 

been identified. 

7.1 Poverty in Botswana, 1966-1989 

At independence, 1966, Botswana was one of the poorest countries in the world and had a 

GDP per capita around $70 (The World Bank, 2014d). A few years after independence, 

diamonds were found. Since then, Botswana has had one of the fastest growing economies in 

the world and had a GDP per capita $2295 in the year of 1989 (The World Bank, 2014c) The 

economic growth will, in accordance with the categories presented in chapter 5 – Method, be 

categorized as other. This choice is based on the fact that increased GDP, equals greater 

economic activity for the state of Botswana. This does not necessarily imply that this affects a 

decrease in poverty. However, an increased GDP might increase the opportunities for poverty 

reduction by, for example, offering higher production rates and thereby also offering more job 

opportunities which lead to more income earners.  

A majority of the people in Botswana was poor during the first years of independence and did 

not have access to basic human needs, such as education or health care systems (Curry, 1987: 

71). Therefore, donors, including Sweden provided aid to social needs such as education. 

Whether it was the government’s investments back in society after diamonds and copper was 

found, or if it was due to the aid given to Botswana, the HDI raised from 0.449 in 1980 to 

0.523 in 1985 (Human Development Report, 2013: 2). The increased HDI will, in accordance 

with the conceptual framework, be categorized as capability approach and other. The 

increased HDI is categorized into the capability approach because two out of three HDI 

criteria’ (long healthy life and access to knowledge), could be interpreted as greater 

opportunities in life. However, the third criteria (decent standard of living) might not lead to 

increased freedom and opportunities, therefore, it is categorized as other. 

Even though Botswana, during this time period, had an increased GDP, people still suffered 

from poverty. According to Curry (1987: 72), the discovery of diamonds actually worsened 

the economic situation for the poor and he argued that the mining formed an economic elite. 

As a consequence, the gap between the rich and the poor increased. The uneven conditions in 
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Botswana were evident in the Gini Coefficient, which in 1985/86 was 0.556 (Kapunda, 2003: 

54). The increased gap might lead to a larger number of poor people, but might as well not 

have a negative effect on the already poor people’s life, rather just increase the standards of 

the already wealthy. Therefore, the increased gap is categorized as other.  

The shortage of basic needs, such as water and education that existed at independence is 

categorized as the capability approach, since the approach is concerned with human 

development. When Botswana started to introduce new schools and hospitals, they were 

lacking skilled manpower. Due to the lack of capacity, Botswana was forced to recruit 

personnel from abroad (Makgetla, 1982: 71). The fact that Botswana recruited personnel from 

abroad will also be categorized as capability approach, because it might have future positive 

effects on the educational system and, instead of not having any education at all, the citizens 

of Botswana had the opportunity to get an education from qualified teachers. 

Between the years of 1973 and 1976, Sweden was one of the major donors, which together 

with Norway, funded the ‘Accelerated Rural Development Programme’. The program aimed 

to increase the quality of life for people living in rural areas in Botswana. The main 

responsibility for Sweden, in connection to the programme, was “water development and rural 

industries”. This was also in accordance with the aim of the Swedish bilateral aid, stated in 

chapter 2 – Background.  Because the programme increased the quality of rural life in 

Botswana, it is considered as successful (Hopkin, 1996: 4). Therefore, the results of the aid 

funded programme will be categorized as other. This is because the meaning of ‘increased 

quality of rural life’ not is identified and could therefore fall into the economic as well as the 

social definition of poverty. 

During 1966-1989, around 90% of the citizens of Botswana were farmers. Part of their land 

however, was distributed to the ‘Botswana Meat Commission’, which exported meat from 

Botswana to the European Economic Community (EEC) and SA. As a consequence, half of 

the farmers did not have access to land or cattle in the mid-70s, and they were forced to work 

in Botswana’s or SA’s mines. However, the farmers with no cattle or land could use the 

system of ‘mafisa’. Mafisa is an agreement between farmers initiated by the state, where those 

who had lost or had a shortage of livestock, could get someone else’s livestock to take care of. 

Usually, the person who was taking care of someone else’s animal also had the right to the 

first born calf. However, this was not enough to create one’s own herd, and Curry (1987: 73) 

stated in 1987: “[Mafisa] is directed towards offering marginal households a subsistence level 
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of existence rather than correct inequalities in wealth”. Based on Curry’s statement, the use of 

mafisa will be categorized as other, since it can be regarded as an insufficient survival 

agreement which does not deal with the core problem of resource allocation. The former 

president of Botswana Sir Seretse Khama, argued that Botswana was facing a problem with 

the resource allocation. In the 1970’s, he stated; “we are to reconcile the demands of national 

economic growth with the need to maintain national unity by spreading the benefits as evenly 

as possible across the country” (Chiepe, 1973: 321). His statement indicates that there existed 

a structural issue regarding resource allocation. The uneven distribution of resources is likely 

to affect the poverty reduction and will be categorized as other. This is because an uneven 

distribution of resources is difficult to place in any of the other categories. As an example, 

even if the distribution of resources was more even, it does not necessarily increase a person’s 

opportunities in life (related to what Sen stated as functionings) and is therefore not 

categorized as capability approach.  

The concept of extreme poverty is not identified in any of the analyzed articles. However, 

According to Jack Parson, in 1974/75, 45% of all rural households in Botswana lived under 

the national poverty datum line (PDL) (Parson, 1984: 7). The PDL during this time was 

estimated to 101 Pula/month, which according to OECD (2003: 80) translated into just above 

$1/day. His statement is in accordance with WB statistic which estimated 35,6% of Botswna’s 

population to be extreme poor in 1986 (The World Bank, 2014c).  

This section clearly shows that Botswana, at the time of independence, was a poor state. The 

increased GDP between 1966 and 1989 did not seem to have an effect on the poverty rate. 

This outcome seems to be a consequence of Botswana’s structure and a shortage of capacity 

among both the people and the state. Because of this, it is also evident why Sweden assisted 

Botswana with aid (water supply, education, capacity building etc.) and why Botswana 

became a programme country in 1971. The next section will provide an understanding of 

Botswana’s continued development, which might show greater correlation between increased 

GDP and poverty alleviation. To clarify the content of this section, Figure 3 is illustrating the 

findings in this section. 
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Figure 3, Findings of poverty in Botswana during 1966-1989: 
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(Not found in the scientific articles analyzed; relative poverty). 

7.2 Poverty in Botswana, 1990-2000 

After the discovery of diamonds, Botswana’s economy continued to grow. Between 1992 and 

2002, the annual growth per capita was 3.1% (Botswana at Glance, 2014), and in 2000, the 

GDP per capita had increased to $2994 (Kerapeletswe, 2008:15). The continuation of 

increased GDP will, as in the previous section, be categorized as other because it might 

increase the opportunities for poverty reduction in Botswana. Between 1991-2000, the 

Swedish aid towards Botswana changed, as the country developed economically. In 1992, 

Botswana was classified as a MIC and in 1998, the Swedish bilateral aid was transformed to 

KTH, ITP and support for HIV/AIDS – which at this time had become a serious issue for 

Botswana to deal with.  

In 2000, HIV and AIDS continued to be widely spread and were affecting the poverty rates in 

Botswana. According to Greener et.al (2000: 402), 26% of the households in Botswana would 

lose their income because of HIV and AIDS related deaths of an income earner. As a 

consequence, the poverty rate would increase 4-6%, which is an increase of 65.000-95.000 

poor individuals. Not surprisingly, Greener et al’s research also concluded that those who 

already were poor were the most vulnerable group. Furthermore, they also stated that the 

situation in Botswana would worsen because of factors such as innutrition, which reduces the 

life expectancy of infected humans (Ibid). Life expectancy was in 1990, 64,2 years. In 1995, 
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this number had decreased to 59,3, and five years later, in 2000, life expectancy had fallen to 

50.6 years (Human Development Report, 2013: 2). This might be a reason as to why the total 

HDI fell from 0.605 to 0.587 during the same period of time (Ibid). I would argue that the 

consequences of HIV/AIDS affect a person’s opportunities to be or do what s/he wants. 

Therefore, the increase of HIV and AIDS will be categorized as capability approach.  

In 1993/94, the richest 20% in Botswana, received 59.3% of the overall income and the 

poorest 40% in Botswana, received 11.6% of the total income. Additionally, the Gini 

Coefficient had fallen from 0,556 in 1985/86 to 0.537 in 93/94 (Greener et.al, 2000 p.393 and 

Good, 1999: 190) however; the number is still very high. Both the decrease in the gini 

coefficient as well as the continuously high rate will be categorized as other. A decrease in the 

gini coefficient might imply that more people would have the opportunity to escape from 

poverty, which then, indirectly, would relate to a decrease in extreme poverty. Additionally, 

the continuously high rate in the gini coefficient is categorized as other because a high 

number in income inequality might suggest that people in Botswana cannot escape from 

poverty due to unfair wages. 

Poverty is argued to be the result of the lack of education, the lack of job opportunities, 

female households and the underdevelopment of the rural areas. (Jefferis and Kelly, 1999: 

211). Good stated in 1999 (: 185-186) that; “poverty is inherently a political problem, focused 

as it is on the role of elites [… and the poverty] is therefore also an ethical issue concerned 

with injustice”. He refers to the fact that the state of Botswana is relatively rich, but its people 

are poor and usually have a very low income ($0.25 in 1997), or no income at all, which 

makes it hard to afford basic human needs (Ibid: 186). Extreme poverty is clearly related to 

Good’s statement, since it is argued that the poor people in Botswana had no income, or an 

income of $0.25, which is $1 under the extreme poverty line. Additionally, in 1995, the WB 

stated that 31,2% of Botswana’s population was still living in extreme poverty (The World 

Bank, 2014c). Jefferis and Kelly (1999: 216) argue that the consequences of poverty are; 

“inadequate level of capabilities […] including health nutrition and education” .Their 

argument illustrate that poverty does not only exist in economic terms, but also as lack of 

opportunities.  

The shortage of job opportunities in Botswana relates back to what was stated in the previous 

section, that the majority of Botswana’s population was farmers. The agricultural sector in 

Botswana has not been sufficiently developed since independence and ownership was 
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concentrated to a few actors (Good, 1999: 190). Because the agriculture has not been greatly 

developed in Botswana, it distinguishes the country from other states in Sub-Saharan Africa 

(SSA), which has invested in agriculture with an ambition to increase job opportunities 

(Jefferis and Kelly, 1999: 215, Good, 1999). The fact that Botswana’s agricultural sector is 

undeveloped it will be categorized as other, since a possible investment might create more job 

opportunities for the farmers, by offering greater opportunities to land or cattle. However, the 

already existing lack of job opportunities is interpreted as a shortage of capabilities; therefore, 

it is categorized as the capability approach. Botswana’s government’s view on the 

unemployment rate may be problematized by their traditional view of poverty, which assumes 

that “destitutes are in chronic (more or less permanent poverty; those afflicted by drought are 

in transient (non-permanent) poverty” (Jefferis and Kelly, 1999: 215). This understanding of 

poverty is closely related to the individual approach of how to combat poverty, which 

assumes that poor people always will be poor. This understanding of poverty may also affect 

how the government of Botswana deals with the poverty in the country. I will categorize the 

chronicle understanding of poverty as other, since I consider it to be limited and it might have 

negative impact on poverty reduction policies.   

The attitude towards the destitutes, as well as the attitude towards the Sans
10

 and female-

headed households (which have 19% greater risk to be poor than male headed households) 

(Ibid: 220) illustrates patterns of structural violence. For instance, the Sans have always been 

considered as an underclass with certain limitations to society (Good, 1999: 186). Because 

Botswana’s government’s opinions regarding certain groups of people, such as the Sans, 

seems structural, the opinion will be categorized as capability approach because the attitude 

towards them, decreases the exposed peoples’ opportunities in life.  

In the next section I will continue to examine the poverty trends in Botswana between the 

years of 2001-2013. Figure 4 provides the findings from this section: 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 4, Findings of poverty in Botswana during 1990-2000: 

                                                           
10

 A native people in Botswana 
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 (Not found in the scientific articles analyzed: relative poverty) 

7.3 Poverty in Botswana, 2001-2013 

During 2001-2013, Botswana’s GDP per capita has continued to increase, and between 2001 

and 2006 the GDP per capita increased from $2935 to $6203 (Kerapeletswe et.al, 2008: 15). 

However, the growth has slowed down and Botswana’s GDP per capita had reached $7827 in 

2013 (Landguiden, 2014). The country has enjoyed a steady rise in GDP since independence 

but there are many social problems that persist. The poverty alleviation is slow and almost 

half of the population continues to live in poverty (Hillbom, 2008: 206). The needs that still 

remain are similar to the ones identified in the previous sections (7.1 and 7.2), which might 

question if poverty alleviation policies in Botswana work as they are intended to. The 

increased GDP will, as in the previous sections, be categorized as other, since it, once again, 

might increase the opportunities for poverty reduction in Botswana. 

The main understanding of why the people in Botswana are living in poverty, is the 

government’s inability to create economic diversification, job opportunities (or minimum 

salaries) and the existence of discrimination against certain groups in society (such as the 

women and Sans) (Maundeni, 2003, Kapunda, 2003, Osei-Hwedie, 2004 and Hillbom, 2008). 

The reasons for this are explained below. 

As mentioned above, a large part of the residents of Botswana were farmers at the time of 

independence, a trend that has remained even though the agricultural export has dropped from 
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85% of the total export at independence, to 2% in 2006. Yet, farmers’ want to continue to 

work in agriculture, which may be explained by the high social status that is associated with 

cattle (Hillbom, 2008: 198). However, there are still inequalities in the distribution of land as 

well as cattle (Osei-Hwedi, 2004: 10), and lack of ownership of livestock is according to 

Osei-Hwedi (2004: 10) “a significant cause of poverty in Botswana”. In accordance with the 

statement by Osei-Hwedi, lack of ownership will be categorized as a capability approach 

since inequalities decreases a person’s opportunities in life. In this case, it is the opportunities 

to have access to cattle or land. 

According to Maundeni, exclusion against certain groups of people, such as the Sans, is still 

evident in Botswana (Maundeni, 2003: 100) (which also was identified in the previous 

section). However, on the positive side, it should be noted that income inequalities (measured 

by the gini coefficient) in Botswana had decreased from 0.556 in 1985/86 to 0.539 in 2009.  

Yet, according to the IMF, this number is still one of the highest in the world compared to 

other MIC’s (International Monetary Fund, 2012: 4, Kapunda, 2003: 54). The decrease in the 

Gini Coefficient as well as the continuously high rate will be categorized as other. As stated 

in the previous section, a decrease in the gini coefficient might imply that more people would 

have the opportunity to escape from poverty and thereby also create a possible decrease in 

extreme poverty. Additionally, the continuously high rate in the gini coefficient is categorized 

as other because a high number in income inequality might suggest that the people of 

Botswana has less chances to escape from poverty due to unfair wages. 

There are still high rates of extreme poverty in Botswana (Sebudubudu, 2010: 260). The 

reason for this might be that the government’s policies and programs do not reach the target 

group (Osei-Hwedie, 2004: 11, Sebudubudu, 2010: 259). Extreme poverty is also identified by 

the UN, which in 2005 stated that, 23,1% of Botswana’s population was living in extreme 

poverty (United Nations, 2014b: 23). However, even if there still is a high number of poor in 

Botswana, the HDI value has increased from 0.604 in 2005 to 0.634 in 2012. The increased 

HDI value is categorized as capability approach and other. It is categorized as capability 

appoach because two out of three indicators (life expectancy and access to knowledge) is 

identified as increased opportunities. The third indicator, decent standard of living, might not 

relate to increased opportunities and is therefore instead categorized as other (Human 

Development Report, 2013: 2). 
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Additionally, what is found in the scientific articles analyzed is that there are two different 

understandings of Botswana’s government’s intention of the programs and policies. On the 

one hand, the government is embraced due to its honesty, good investments and good 

governance (Sebudubudu, 2010: 1). However, on the other hand, there is a suspicion against 

the government of not wanting to reduce poverty (Maundeni, 2003:102-104). According to 

Ellen Hillbom there is a historical narrative among the economic and political elite in 

Botswana. Hillbom (2008: 209) summarizes: “It is questionable whether they [the 

government] are motivated to promote development, as this requires structural change and not 

the continuity of existing political institutions”.  

I think it is important to understand Botswana through path dependence. It should be 

remembered that at independence, the country was very poor and one of its main goal was to 

become independent from SA. This is something that they have achieved through the 

economic growth and even if the poverty rates are still high, it is slowly declining. According 

to Maundeni (2003: 104), this course of action is what he calls ‘economic nationalism’, which 

is based on the idea that the economic growth is more important for a country than socio-

economic issues. However, the suspicion against Botswana’s government (see Maundeni 

2003) should not be overlooked and is therefore included in this thesis. The suspicion of the 

government’s intention is categorized as capability approach because, if Hillbom’s statement 

is true, it has a negative impact on the opportunities for the people in Botswana. One can 

however question the suspicion against the government since many of their investments have 

been successful. Education is one sector which has grown and can be considered successful in 

Botswana. The expected years of schooling were in 2012, 11.8 years, which is an increase 

from the 1980’s (Human Development Report, 2013: 2). Additionally, the literacy rate also 

increased from scoring 34% of the adult population in Botswana as literate in 1970, to 85,1% 

in 2012 (Unicef, 2013). The increased years of schooling, the successful investments in 

education and the increased literacy rate will be categorized as capability approach, since 

increased education opportunities increase one’s self-determination and increase the future 

prospects for the students.  

The government of Botswana has not invested in agriculture and old agricultural technology 

has not managed to be replaced (Hillbom, 2008: 197, 206, 208). In 2001, farming only 

contributed to 3% of the total GDP, while the average in SSA was 30% (Kapunda, 2003: 53). 

However, only 4% of the total area of Botswana is suitable for agriculture. From an economic 

and environmental perspective, engaging in animal care might not be sustainable, since it 
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exploits resources like water and land, while the returns are modest (Hillbom, 2008:198). The 

fact that the government of Botswana has not managed to replace old agricultural technology 

is categorized as other. This is because investments in agriculture diversifies the economy and 

would likely result in greater export revenues and possibly also more income for the farmers.  

According to Kapunda, manufacturing is expected to be important for Botswana and should 

assist the economy to become more diverse, which would result in more job opportunities in 

Botswana. In 2006, manufacturing only contributed to 4% of the total GDP, while the average 

in SSA was 10% (Kapunda, 2003: 53). Efforts to make the economy diverse have been made 

since the early 1980’s, when Botswana’s government introduced the “Financial Assistance 

Policy” (FAP). FAP aims to at diversify the economy and create more job opportunities. 

However, as recognized by Sebudubudu in 2010, this policy has failed since the economy still 

consists mainly of the mining revenues (Sebudubudu, 2010: 269). The difficulty to diversify 

Botswana’s economy was also noticed in the paragraph above regarding the agriculture, and 

the slow process of diversifying the economy will be categorized as other since the inability 

to diversify the economy might affect the job opportunities in Botswana and thereby also the 

poverty.  

In 2007, 580.000 individuals (1/3 of the population) in Botswana were on food programs 

(Sebudubudu, 2010: 260). The food program only provides a limited amount of food, with 

30% less calories than the standard recommendations. Furthermore, if the individual is in 

great need of the food, it creates a ‘dependency syndrome’ where the individual is dependent 

on the state (Osei-Hwedie, 2004: 11-12). According to Sebudubudu (2010) citizens of 

Botswana were still using the food programs even if they had jobs. This might be because the 

wages are low or not sufficient enough for one household and the food programs provided 

small amounts of extra food. These people could be classified as relatively poor since they 

have access to a job, something that the poorest people using the food program did not have. 

Therefore, the poor people with jobs’, who use the food program, might be wealthier than the 

poorest people using the same food program. Thereby, the poor people with a job are 

relatively poor in relation to those without a job. For this reason, relative poverty is identified.  

HIV/AIDS is also a persistent problem in Botswana, but as stated in the background, the 

government is today offering free retroviral treatment for all citizens, which improved the life 

expectancy in Botswana to 53.0 years in 2012 (Human Development Report, 2013). The 

increased life expectancy is a part of the measurement in HDI. However, as stated above, the 
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measurement of ‘increased life expectancy’ is already categorized as capability approach, 

because life is the foundation for a person’s opportunities.  

The government of Botswana has also introduced a pension scheme, which was supposed to 

function as a safety net for the old generation. However, according to Osei-Hwedi, these 

programs were no long-term solution to fight poverty (Osei-Hwedi, 2004: 11). I believe that 

the pension schemes are positive and may help marginal households by contributing with a 

smaller amount of money. The pension is categorized as other because it is not clear whether 

the pension scheme actually helps people escape from poverty.  

In relation to the future prospects of Botswana’s poor, one should consider the consequences 

of the government’s decision to re-introduce school-fees (Sebudubudu, 2010: 259). This could 

have negative effects on the already poor since they might not afford the tuition fee. Thereby, 

increasing the inequalities as well as decreasing the opportunities in life for the poor. 

However, since this only is an assumption of consequences, the re-introduction of the school-

fee will be categorized as other.  

One of Botswana’s hallmarks is the country´s free and fair multiparty elections which are held 

every five years. However there are some political and social problems with these elections. 

David Sebudubudu considers the elections to be a one party dominant political system with a 

disorganized opposition (Sebudubudu, 2010: 254). This means, that even though the elections 

are multiparty, there is only one party that actually compete. Additionally, turnouts of those 

who are eligible to vote are consistently below 50% (Sebudubudu, 2010: 253). The problems 

with the elections are categorized as other since it might affect the poverty alleviation in a 

negative way. If there are no competitors to the ruling party, there is no political pressure to 

change specific policies that might affect poverty, especially not if the number of voters is 

below 50% of the population. 

According to Zibani Maundeni, the civil society in Botswana is weak and most policy 

initiations take place within government ministries, which leads to that the ministries create 

and control most organized groups (Maundeni, 2003: 100). Furthermore, the government 

establishes legal obstructions in order to prevent group formation, and is more reasonable to 

organizations that have the capacity to undertake research (Maundeni, 2003: 100). Botswana’s 

weak civil society is categorized as other because it might affect poverty alleviation in a 

negative way. If Botswana’s civil society not has the possibility to influence governmental 

policies, there might be a risk that these policies are the opposite of what people actually need 
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to survive. Additionally, vision 2016, created by the Botswana government, will likely not be 

reached, primary because the high rates of HIV/AIDS (Osei-Hwedi, 2004: 17). This 

indication will also be categorized as other, since it is difficult to know if this will have any 

consequences. Figure 5 illustrates the findings from this section. 

Figure 5, Findings of poverty in Botswana during 2001-2013: 

Extreme poverty Relative poverty Capability 

approach 

Other 

Extreme poverty still 

exist but there is a 

decrease from 

previous time periods 

Attending food 

program while 

having access to 

income 

Lack of ownership 

 

Increased access to 

education 

 

Increased life 

expectancy 

 

Suspicion towards 

the government  

 

Successful 

investments in 

education  

increased literacy 

rate 

 

 

Increased GDP 

 

Decreased gini 

coefficient 

 

Still high gini 

coefficient 

 

Increased standard of 

living 

 

Not managed to 

invest in agriculture 

 

Not managed to 

diversify the 

economy 

 

Introduction of 

pension schemes 

 

Introduction of 

school-fees 

 

Vision 2016 

 

Low election turnout 

Weak Civil Society 

 

(Not found in the scientific articles analyzed: -)  



51 
 

8. Analysis 

The previous chapter showed the development in Botswana and how the poverty trends 

changed over time. Botswana is no longer dependent on SA, which initially, was one of 

Sweden’s main purposes with giving aid to the country. Additionally, the rural project, 

mentioned in chapter 7 – Findings, financed by Swedish aid, could be seen as successful, 

because it is illustrated in the previous chapter, that the project worked well. However, this 

does not mean that all projects that were supported by Swedish aid were functional. 

This chapter will analyze the findings in relation to the Swedish government’s definition of 

poverty, in order to examine the objective of this research. To remind the reader, poverty was 

defined in 2007 as a multidimensional concept which emanated from the poor people’s 

perspective and included “lack of resources, opportunities, empowerment and personal 

security, and the resulting inability of poor to influence decision-making and improve their 

lives” (Government Communication 2007/08:89: 6).  

8.1 Lack of resources 

If one analyzes the results from the previous chapter, it is evident that there always has been a 

shortage of various resources, such as cattle, water, and income, in Botswana, 

Increased water supply was one of the sub-goals of the Swedish bilateral aid to Botswana. In 

accordance with the findings, the problem with water shortage was only found in the first time 

period (1966-1990). This finding is in accordance with the WB statistics and in 2012, 93% of 

the rural population in Botswana had access to water (The World Bank, 2014a). This indicates 

that Sweden reached its goal of improved water supply, regardless if it was because of the 

Swedish bilateral aid. Access to water was in section 7.1 related to Sen’s capability approach, 

and is therefore also indirectly linked to opportunities and personal security, which is within 

the Swedish government's understanding of what poverty is. The increased water supply in 

Botswana indicates that Swedish bilateral aid, reached its sub-goal of increased access to 

water as well as the overarching aim of reducing poverty. 

Swedish aid did not manage to significantly develop the agricultural sector in Botswana. This 

outcome can be considered problematic since it is identified in Chapter 7 – findings as a 

central issue in the fight against poverty. The development of the agricultural sector in 

Botswana would possibly lead to increased job opportunities and increased opportunities for 

income. On the other hand, because it is only 4% of the land that is usable for agriculture, one 
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can argue that a developed agricultural sector not will contribute much in the fight against 

poverty, but rather exploit water and land. Additionally, the decision to focus on fewer sectors 

is however, in accordance with the Paris Declaration as well as the PGD. This raises the 

question of how Swedish aid can have a multidimensional definition of poverty and at the 

same time concentrate aid to fewer sectors. 

At independence, Botswana was lacking capacity in the form of skilled manpower. This was 

evident when Botswana established schools and did not have enough teachers and needed to 

recruit teachers from abroad. However, this might have given Botswana the opportunity to see 

how different school systems worked and they could chose and combine them as they thought 

were appropriate. This might be one reason as to why Botswana’s educational system has 

proved to be fruitful. Education was one sector that Sweden provided aid to, and this 

cooperation could be considered successful, since the illiteracy rate in Botswana has 

decreased. However, the correlation between education and reduced poverty is not found. 

Since the education system seems not to have affected the poverty rate in Botswana, it is 

questionable how effective Swedish aid really has been towards the overarching aim of 

reducing poverty and if the educational system in Botswana really is that successful. On the 

other hand, Botswana’s could, in 2013, provide local teachers, which indicates that the 

country has increased its capacity since independence. Capacity building was also one of the 

Swedish sub-goals with aid to Botswana and the increased capacity can, therefore, be 

interpreted as successful.  

Botswana did not have much financial assets at the time of independence. However, the 

findings have shown that Botswana’s GDP has steadily increased and the country became a 

middle-income country in 1992. Important to note, there is no clear evidence that there is a 

correlation between increased GDP and poverty reduction. This may be due to the uneven 

distribution of resources, which is evident in the Gini Coefficient. Since extreme poverty is 

identified in of all the time periods (1966-1990, 1991-2000, 2001-2013), I conclude that 

Botswana’s population are poor when it comes to the financial aspects of poverty. On this 

basis, one can question the decision, made by the Swedish government, to phase out the aid to 

Botswana. Additionally, this finding is in accordance with the criticism of neoliberalism 

(reviewed in chapter three) and therefore, this thesis argues that increased GDP alone is not 

enough to achieve poverty reduction. 
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8.2 Opportunities and empowerment 

Botswana has for a long period of time, been offering free education and has thereby achieved 

the education target in the MDGs. With free education, everyone has the opportunity to study 

and get the education one desires. The opportunity to receive free education in Botswana is a 

positive result for Swedish bilateral aid. Additionally, in accordance with the Swedish 

government’s multidimensional understanding of poverty, the opportunity to receive free 

education could be interpreted as a decrease of poverty in social terms. On the other hand, 

since the correlation between education and poverty reduction not is present, one can argue 

that the Swedish government’s overarching aim of reducing poverty not is met in Botswana’s 

education system. Again, this illustrates the complex understanding of poverty and how to 

measure its efficiency in social terms. 

Expansion of health centers is providing opportunities for the citizens of Botswana. This 

argument is related to the capability approach and it is based on the assumption that, if more 

people have the opportunity for check-ups (in this case, it is also important to mention the free 

retroviral treatment for all citizens), more people will be healthy and they will have 

opportunities to do things that would not be possible if they were sick. However, the results 

showed high infection rates of HIV/AIDS in Botswana, which has led to reduced income for 

many families, thereby also affecting Botswana’s fight against poverty. Combating 

HIV/AIDS was one of the targets of the partner driven cooperation between Sweden and 

Botswana. The cooperation can be regarded as successful, since the infection rate has 

decreased and life expectancy in Botswana is increasing, thereby, enhancing the opportunities 

for the citizens. 

The large number infected by HIV/AIDS may also explain the high unemployment rate. If a 

large number of people that have been working their whole life get sick and cannot work 

anymore, it might be difficult to replace that person with an unexperienced person. However, 

it is possible to argue the other way around. If a large number of people become sick and 

cannot work, there should be more job opportunities for young people; which then would 

decrease the unemployment rates. However, this does not seem to be the case, because one of 

the identified reasons for poverty in Botswana in 2013 was the lack of job opportunities. The 

shortage of employments might also be explained by the government’s slow progress in 

diversifying the economy. In relation to Swedish aid, the partner driven cooperation could be 

considered as a tool to increase job opportunities in Botswana, however, if that is the case, it 



54 
 

could be questioned why the cooperation ended, since Botswana still has a high 

unemployment rate.  

The lack of job opportunities is also a lack of other opportunities.  If one is unemployed, it 

will probably effect the economic situation and, might after a while, also affect a person’s 

self-confidence as well as increasing one’s dependence of the state. The partner driven 

cooperation was aimed at economic development and could be seen as an attempt to diversify 

Botswana’s economy. However, this process is relatively slow and the majority of the 

population is still farmers even though the agricultural sector has a low productivity rate. 

From this point of view, the partner driven cooperation could be interpreted as less successful.  

Swedish aid aims to strengthen Human Rights (HR), which is in accordance with the concept 

of empowerment. HR has to two basic starting points. According to Anna Bruce, the first 

starting point is that humans have fundamental needs which society shall promote or at least 

not prevent. The second starting point is that the fulfillment of these needs is applied to all 

people regardless of different life situations and differences (Bruce, 2010: 51). Bruce argues 

that equality and non-discrimination is linked to HR in relation to the second starting point. 

Because Botswana still has a very high inequality rate (measured through the gini coefficient) 

and negative/discriminatory attitudes towards particular groups in society (Jefferis and Kelly 

1999: 216), Swedish aid might be questioned on the basis of unsuccessful HR promotion.  

Because the government of Botswana considers some groups of people to be in permanent 

poverty, these people might have less opportunities to escape poverty compared to people that 

are considered as temporarily poor. Since Botswana’s government considers some groups of 

people as permanently poor, one can question if the government even try to help these people 

out of poverty or if the government only try to offer them marginal living conditions. 

Therefore, one can also question the effectiveness of the Swedish cooperation with Botswana 

and if Swedish aid even reached out to those that are considered as permanently poor. 

Additionally, as mentioned in chapter 3 – Different approaches to poverty – A literature 

review, holding individuals/groups responsible for its poverty is regarded as an outdated 

understanding of the concept. Therefore, one can again question why Swedish aid to 

Botswana did not have a greater focus on HR since HR is supposed to promote greater 

opportunities in life. 
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8.3 Personal security 

Botswana’s government has over time created different social security networks for its 

population. In the previous chapter - Findings, these networks were identified as offering free 

retroviral treatment for all citizens, offering free education, food programs and pensions. As a 

result of the existing safety nets, I would argue that the personal security in Botswana is 

relatively high in comparison to what it has been before. However, because there are still high 

inequality rates in Botswana, one can question if the safety net reach out to the least 

privileged groups in society. The high inequality rates might therefore be related to lack of 

security. Swedish aid did however not have any sub-goals on increasing the personal security 

in Botswana. This may be because personal security already was considered high, or because 

security can be related to opportunities and HR, which the Swedish aid to Botswana already 

tried to address. 

Water could also be considered as a personal security because it is a basic need for survival. 

Because of the fact that the water supply in Botswana, successively has increased, personal 

security could arguably be considered as strengthened, since it, to a larger extent, fulfill one of 

the most fundamental human needs for survival. This finding gives a positive feedback to the 

Swedish bilateral aid, which aimed to improve water supply in Botswana. Access to water 

was also included in section 8.1 – Lack of resources. This illustrate how the concept of 

poverty could be interpreted as multidimensional and understood in different ways, which 

highlights the complexity of defining poverty and poverty alleviation. 

8.4 Influence in decision making 

There is a great opportunity for Botswana’s citizens to influence the decision making through 

the democratic elections and every five years, free multi-party elections are held. Surprisingly, 

only a small number of people are voting in the elections and the civil society is weak, which 

indicates that only a limited number of people actually use their influence. The low number of 

votes could, at independence, be due to the lack of understanding how elections were 

designed and the state’s incapacity to reach out to all citizens with information regarding the 

election (especially in rural areas). According to this statement, the number of votes should 

have increased more by now, since Botswana has developed. However, the number of votes is 

still low. The low turnout in the elections might be related to the weak civil society and that 

people do not engage themselves in the political sphere.  
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Ownership was stated in Chapter 2 – Background to be an important pillar in the Swedish aid 

and partner driven cooperation is also in support of ownership since it encourage actors in 

Botswana to take initiative in the cooperation with Sweden. Partner driven cooperation was 

the last development cooperation between Sweden and Botswana and lasted between the 

years of 2009-2013. However, the weak civil society in Botswana indicates that the citizens of 

are not taking an active role in the country’s future development and one could therefore 

question why partner driven cooperation was proposed by Sida to be the last development 

cooperation. Additionally, the weak civil society might be a reason to why the Swedish 

government did not see the possibility of enhanced cooperation with Botswana, thereby 

deciding to terminate the aid. On the other hand, if this would be the case, it could be argued 

that Swedish aid should try to increase the engagement of the citizens, rather than terminate 

all aid cooperations.  

8.5 Overall analysis   

I would argue that the Swedish government has reached the majority of its aims with the 

bilateral aid to Botswana, regardless if it was directly achieved through Swedish aid. The 

overall objective of Swedish aid, poverty reduction, might also be considered as 

accomplished, because poverty in Botswana has declined since independence. The decrease 

is, however, minor and one can therefore question if the poverty reduction actually is 

successful. In the previous chapter, poverty, in social as well as economic terms, was 

identified in all the time periods, which again question the effectiveness of Swedish poverty 

reduction targets.  

In 1992, Botswana became a MIC and Sweden changed the bilateral aid to Botswana in 1998 

to ‘broader cooperations’.
 
Statistics from MFDP, however, concludes that in 1993/94, 47% of 

Botswana’s citizens were below the country’s poverty line. The decision made by the 

Swedish government to end the bilateral aid during this time can therefore be questioned, as 

Swedish aid aims to reduce poverty.
 11

 As already stated, the bilateral aid was replaced by 

ITP. ITP aims to combat poverty in a long term perspective, however, based on that poverty 

still exist in Botswana today (20 years after ITP was introduced), one can argue that ITP has 

not been very successful and one can question why ITP and the other broader cooperations 

replaced the bilateral aid. In 2009, Hillbom,
12

 published a research about the widespread 

                                                           
11

 The decisions regarding Swedish aid that is taken before 2007, is not related to the PGD or the current 
government’s ideological view.  
12

 The research carried out by Hillbom was financed by Sida. 
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poverty in Botswana, which indicates that, at least Sida, was aware of the poverty in 

Botswana when it was decided that the Swedish aid should be phased out.  

The decision to transform the bilateral aid to Botswana a few years after the country was 

classified by the WB as a MIC could be interpreted that the government viewed economic 

growth as a tool for poverty reduction. Important to note, however, is that the government that 

made the decision to transform the bilateral aid, is not the same government that was elected 

in 2006. Therefore, one can question the assumption that the Swedish government has a 

different ideological view than the previous government. There is though a clear distinction 

between the ideological positions between the current and previous government, but in this 

case, the different positions are not visible. 

In this case, poverty trends in Botswana clearly show that, there is no correlation between 

increased GDP and poverty reduction. In accordance with the statement made by the WB, the 

high inequality rates in Botswana could be the reason for the slow poverty reduction. The 

reasons for the slow progress in Botswana were in the previous chapter, actually more or less 

indirectly related to inequalities. Due to these findings, one could again argue that Swedish 

aid should have focused more on improving HR in Botswana.  

The findings have provided a divided picture of the Government of Botswana. On the one 

hand, there is great confidence in Botswana’s government and their ability to fight poverty. 

On the other hand, there is a suspicion directed towards the government and that they do not 

do enough to fight poverty. However, one should remember that the poverty as well as the 

inequality rates are decreasing and that the government is offering free retroviral treatment, 

education and food programs. What I find most important, is that the government not is taking 

advantage of the people that for example uses the food programs, by wanting political support 

in return. In accordance with the findings, this problem does not seem to have ever existed, 

which I consider to increase the legitimacy for Botswana’s government.  

The fact that Botswana most likely won’t reach the Vision 2016 should be taken into 

consideration. One reason for this may be the government’s limited term of poverty 

(discussed above). On a positive note, the reason for this might be explained by the slow 

progress and not due to a lack of development. I find it important to acknowledge that it is a 

slow process of development in Botswana, but it is still a positive one. The continuation of 

receiving aid might, in Botswana’s case, instead lead to aid dependence. This might arguably 

be a reason as to why Swedish aid to Botswana was terminated.  
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It should also be noted that the re-introduction of school-fees might have negative effects for 

the already poor in Botswana. Re-introducing school-fees could increase the inequalities in 

Botswana because poor households would not afford to send their kids to school, while the 

wealthier households would be able to. Additionally, school-fees might also decrease many of 

Botswana’s citizens’ access to education thereby, increasing the poverty rate from an 

educational and social perspective. 

Additionally, one might question why all forms of development cooperation with Botswana 

was terminated when the country, most likely, won’t reach its ‘vision 2016’ by the year of 

2016. However, once again, I would argue that this is related to the slow development, rather 

than the assumption that there is no development at all. 
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9. Conclusion 

By conducting a qualitative content analysis, this thesis has identified different approaches to 

poverty in Botswana. Poverty has been identified in both economic and social terms, as well 

as by additional factors that might affect Botswana’s poverty. Chapter 7 – Findings, has 

shown that the poverty in Botswana has changed over the years. However, poverty in both 

social and economic terms still exists.  

When placing poverty in Botswana in relation with how the Swedish government defines 

poverty, one can argue that Swedish aid reached its aim of reducing poverty in Botswana. 

However, at the same time, the decrease in poverty (in both social and economic terms) is 

very limited. One could therefore also question if Swedish aid really reached its aim of 

poverty reduction when the decrease of poverty has been so low. Also, the high inequalities in 

Botswana can be used as an argument for question why Swedish aid was phased out. On the 

other hand, if Sweden would continue to give aid to Botswana, it raises the question how long 

Sweden should give aid to countries that has a steady increase in GDP, but with very slow 

process in improving the living standards for all citizens.  

What is found in this thesis is that the concept of poverty is complex and it can be interpreted 

in different ways. As discussed in chapter 8 – Analysis, one can also question how Swedish 

aid is supposed to fight poverty when the PGD’s and the government’s definition of poverty is 

multidimensional. At the same time though, the government has introduced new aid policies 

to concentrate Swedish aid to fewer countries and areas. These government policies of 

concentrating Swedish aid are not coherent with the s multidimensional understanding of 

poverty.  

The stated research questions in this thesis were;  

-          Has poverty in Botswana decreased during 1966-2013?  

If the poverty has decreased, how has it decreased? 

If the poverty has not decreased, how could it be explained? 

The answer to the research questions is that the poverty in Botswana during the period of 

1966-2013 has decreased, but the decrease is difficult to measure, since the concept of 

poverty is multidimensional. The decrease can be interpreted through statistics, such as HDI 

or extreme poverty, even though poverty is subjective and might not be equated with existing 

statistics. However, this could arguably be considered a finding in itself – that poverty is 
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complex and there is a need of further research regarding how to define it as a measuring 

device of when to terminate aid. Without a definition of poverty, it will be difficult to measure 

and combat poverty. The government’s interpretation of poverty stated that the concept is 

multidimensional and concerned with e.g. access to resources. But how do one measure 

access to resources? These issues should have been taken into consideration by the Swedish 

government in the aid platform. Additionally, the Swedish government should develop the 

understanding of poverty before ending its aid on these grounds. 

The overarching aim of this thesis was to answer if poverty trends in Botswana, during 1966-

2013, support the Swedish government’s decision to terminate the Swedish aid to Botswana. 

Because the poverty in Botswana has decreased over this period of time (according to 

statistics), I would consider the decision to terminate Swedish aid to Botswana to be valid. In 

relation to section 1.1 – Problem formulation, the social conditions in Botswana are still poor. 

Once again, this indicates that the concept of poverty needs to be further explored in order to 

understand what it actually implies. 
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Appendix 1 

 

Below is a summary of the articles chosen for the analysis, as well as a short presentation of 

the authors. 

Between the years of 1966-1989, the following documents have been analyzed; 

Development in Botswana, written by G.K.T Chiepe in 1973. Chiepe is a former Botswana 

politician and diplomat. The article was published in both the Oxford Journals and The Royal 

African Society (Chiepe, 1973). 

Finance and Development: The Case of Botswana, written by N.S Makgetla in 1982. 

Makgetla were at the time a PhD candidate from Berlin. The article was published in The 

Journal of Modern African Studies (Makgetla, 1982). 

The Peasantariat and Politics: Migrations, Wage Labor, and Agriculture in Botswana, 

written in 1984 by Jack Parson. Parson is an associate Professor of Political Science at the 

college of Charleston, South Carolina. The article was published in the Perspectives on the 

Political Economy in Africa.  

Poverty and Mass Unemployment in Mineral-rich Botswana, written by R.L Currry in 1987. 

Curry was at the time a professor of economics at California State University. He also worked 

as a consultant at the Institute of Development Management in Botswana. The article was 

published in the American Journal of Economics and Sociology. 

Between the years of 1990-2000, the following articles have been analyzed; 

Aid, Education and Cultural Penetration: The Case of Botswana, written by A.G Hopkin in 

1966. Hopkin has worked as a professor at the Faculty of Education at the University of 

Botswana in Gaborone. The article was published in the Journal of Comparative Education. 

Botswana: Poverty amid Plenty, written by K.R Jefferis and T.F Kelly in 1999. Jefferis were 

at the time of writing working at the Institute for Development Policy Analysis in Botswana, 

and Kelly was employed at the Ministry of Finance and Development Planning in Botswana. 

The article was published in the Journal of Oxford Development Studies. 

The state and extreme poverty in Botswana: the San and destitutes, written by K.Good in 

1999. Good were in 1999 working at the Faculty of Social Science at the University of 

Botswana. The Article was published in The Journal of Modern African Studies 
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The impact of HIV/AIDS on Poverty and Inequality in Botswana, written by R. Greener, K. 

Jefferis and H. Siphambe and published in 2005. Robert Greener has published numerous 

writings regarding poverty in SSA. Keith Jefferis is a macroeconomist and financial sector 

specialist. Happy Siphambe holds, among other things, a PhD in economics. The article was 

published in the South African Journal of Economics.  

Between the years of 2001-2013, the following articles have been analyzed; 

Diversification and Poverty Eradication in Botswana, written by Stephen M. Kapunda in 

2003. Kapunda is an associate professor in Economics at the University of Botswana. The 

article was published in Botswana Journal of African Studies.  

The politics of poverty in Botswana, written by Zibani Maundeni in 2003. Maundeni is a 

senior lecturer in Political Science at the University of Botswana. The article was published in 

Botswana Notes and Records. 

Poverty Eradication in Botswana: Towards the Realisation of Vision 2016, written by Kwaku 

Osei-Hwedie in 2004. Osei-Hwedie is a Professor and the Dean of the School of governance 

and leadership at the Ghana institute of Management and Public administration. The article 

was released in the Botswana Journal of African Studies. 

Diamonds or Development? A Structural Assessment of Botswana’s Forty Years of Success, 

written by Ellen Hillbom in 2008. Hillbom is an associate Professor at the institution of 

Economic History at Lund’s University. The article was published in in the Journal of Modern 

African Studies.  

The impact of good governance on development and poverty in Africa: Botswana – A 

relatively successful African initiative, written by David Sebudubudu in 2010. Sebudubudu 

has a doctor’s degree from the University of Leeds and is a political analyst at the University 

of Botswana. The article was published in the African Journal of Political Science and 

International Relations.  

 

 


