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Abstract

The rapid economic development in China has successfully drawn a worldwide attention and

benefit its population, with a average 8 percentage GDP growth rate every year and 500 million

people out of poverty. While a large number of people are seeking for the reason why economic

achievement in China has been so dramatic and unprecedented, less people show solicitude for

Chinese women`s condition and empowerment.

Women as a worldwide vulnerable group, their well-being need to be taken into consideration

during the process of developing economy. In China, female population accounts for 48.47

percentage (633.2 million) of entire population. Under the big picture of economic prosperity, the

author found that Chinese people`s living condition has advanced largely, the popularization of

basic education and medical service has benefit the vast majority people, meanwhile, people can

be more involved in political process to express their opinions. However, women are benefited

disproportionately but still less empowered than men are. Moreover, since China is a

geographically large country, the economic development has shown some regional characteristic,

that means, in southeastern China, due to the convenient traffic condition, such as harbors,

economic development process is faster than in northwestern China, where traffic and natural

conditions are both weak. Would that cause a unequal empowered situation between women from

different economic developed regions?

Women has been paid less attention through the history of China, let alone different conditions of

women in different regions. In this thesis, the author will describe women`s different empowered

situation in rural and urban regions of China, via a capability approach viewpoint, and discussion

of whether there is a regional pattern will be based on (Dis) Empowerment model.

Keywords: women empowerment; economic development; rural region; urban region; education;

health;economy; political empowerment; China.
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1. Introduction

1.1 Research background and problem

Since initiating reform and opening-up policy in 1978, China has been seen a dramatic economic

development in recent the 30 years, with the stable Gross Domestic Product (GDP) growth of

averaging 8 percent per year, more than 500 million populations being brought out of poverty

(World Bank, 2014). China is transforming from a agriculture-based country to a modern and

industrial country, with the sustainable significant economic increase, by the year 2010, it has

taken place of Japan to be the second largest economy in the world, ranking only second to the US

(McCurry J& Kollewe J, 2011). By the end of year 2013, with total trade rising with 7.6 percentage

to $4.16 , China has surpassed US as world`s largest trading nation (Monaghan A, 2014). The

economic growth has changed Chinese people’s level of life in a large extent. In the year 1978,

there were 250 million people living in absolute poverty, over 19 percent (20 million) young

people in cities and towns were unemployed, the Engel Coefficient (EC) in cities and countrysides

reached up to 56.66 percentage and 67.71 percentage respectively, which means for people lived in

both urban and rural, the major of their income has been spent on food and other basic

consumption (Huan, 2010). Along with the economic development, the EC in China has fallen

blew 50 percentage since 1995, and the figure kept going down to 40 percentage till 2000 (Si,

2011). By the year 2013, as reported, the EC for countryside citizens was 37.7 percentage and that

for urban citizens was 35.0 percentage, the unemployment rate has fallen down to 4.05 percentage

for the total share of Chines citizens (Xie H, 2014).

As stated by Duflo (2012), the economic development and women empowerment are closely

related and interactional. In this paper, the extent to which economic rise has promoted women’s

empowerment will be the main topic to discuss. In Duflo’s research (2012), the poverty and

insufficient opportunities are the root of inequality between men and women, therefore, the

reduction of poverty will lead to a improvement of women’s condition since the poverty reduction

could benefit everyone including women, and the decline of poverty will also narrow down the

gender gap. The economic progress in China has also benefited its female citizens in many regards.

For example, the mortality rate of Chinese women has dropped a lot, especially the maternal

mortality rate, and the trend is still on-going. Additionally, the Chinese female average life

expectancy is predicted to be over age of 74 (Xin Hua, 2014). When it comes to access to
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education, not only the number of women who have accepted basic education is increasing, but

also the range of their education, women are more likely to received higher education than before.

Besides, the economic development has changed people’s perspectives towards women working.

As mentioned by Duflo (2012), after being allowed to grow cash crops such as tea production

besides staple cereals, more positions were created for women because their size of figure and

stature are more suitable for the jobs. According to China Statistical Yearbook (2010), the Chinese

female employment rate has increased to 74 percentage, meanwhile the female average

employment rate was 53 percentage, but still, the discrimination can be observed, and it is more

serious in rural areas. China has always been a country in the charge of male, women are not as

involved as men in the decision-making process, partly reasoning that people believe that women

are not educated enough to make important decisions about no matter the country, the

communities, or themselves. But now situation is different. Though female participants are so

much less than male participants in the national or local government, at the eighth National

People’s Congress, the female representatives have take 21.03 percentage accounts (Qian Y,

2007).

But the question is, would it be the same situation between urban and rural areas? It is worth to

note that the inequality not only exists between male and female, but also can be observed among

different regions with various level of economic situation. As Duflo (2012) noted, women in poor

areas tend to suffer heavier gender inequality. Because of plenty of reasons such as the special

landscape, poor natural resources, inconvenient transposition, not all parts of China are on the

same level of economic situation. Therefore, the situation of women’s empowerment may not be as

the same either. Taking education section as an example, the regional difference on education

access is obvious in China. The tendency, as stated in China website (2006), is that the level of

education of people living in the southeast and center of China is higher than those who live in

northwestern China, and the poorer region it is, the heavier gender difference can be observed.

In this paper, a comparison will be managed to see the difference of women’s empowerment in

urban and rural regions of China. In order to be more detailed and specific, Tibet and Qinghai

Province have been chosen as the main represents of rural regions. From appendix 1 we could see

that those two regions hold almost the lowest GDP and GDP growth rate, comparing with other
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cities. And they both locate at western China, where the development of economic is slowest

because of the sufficient profitable natural resources and inconvenient traffic condition. Plus, most

of people are local and minority ethics, and based on appendix 2, their basic need consumption

takes a larger account of their entire expense. Beijing, the capital of China, and Shanghai have

been selected as behalf of urban regions. Based on the figures in appendix 1, they have a higher

GDP level and it is going up with a high speed. In those two regions, a large number of people are

not local. It is necessary to be aware that generally we can classify that the west of China can be

really rural and poor because of their economic situation and locations, but inside one province,

there is rural and urban areas as well, for example, the capital of the province and other cities

around the capital, can be considered as relatively urban and developed regions within the

province. Since the lack of some necessary statistics for the above provinces and cities, the author

may use other cities as succedaneous example to illustrate and fill the whole picture.

In this paper, to what extent women have benefited from the rapid economic growth, how their

social, economic, political positions have changed, in detailed, how their financial situation shifts,

how their act as a decision maker in political stage has been different with before, how their access

to primary and higher education has changed, and how the healthy and social security has been

impacted during the developing period. And most importantly, to compare how the women`s life

have been shifted by the economic increase in different areas, to see if there is a regional pattern for

Chinese females’ empowerment.

1.2 Research questions

1. how has the economic development in China impacted women’s empowerment in urban areas?

2. how has the economic development in China impacted women’s empowerment in rural areas ?

3. is there any regional pattern for Chinese women’s empowerment?
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1.3 Theoretical framework

This study is essentially researching women`s empowered situation in different regions.

Summarizing the identifications of empowerment given by Servian (1990), Friedmann (1992), and

World Bank (2011), empowerment refers to enhancing people`s power in social, economic, and

political domains. Empowerment in those aspects can be achieved by creating more opportunities

for people to possess more assets and capabilities to make choices and to transform them into

desired actions or outcomes, for example, to participate in, negotiate with, influence, control, and

hold accountable institutions that will bring impact to their daily and communities lives and social

functions (World Bank, 2011).

Capability approach refers to people`s freedom to choose their life style. Sen (1992) argues that

development should not be all about increasing income, but the freedom and power people have to

make their own decision about their lives. The freedom here covers two implications, which are,

first, the processes that allow people to participate with actions and decisions, and second, the

chances people have, based on their personal and social circumstances (Sen, 1992). Sen (1992)

divided freedoms into five distinct but interrelated types, which are, political freedoms, economic

facilities, social opportunities, transparency guarantees, and protective security. They can be

categorized into three larger domains, namely political, economic, and social sphere. In another

words, the main source of freedom can be social, economic, and political power gaining.

So far, we have found the overlap between empowerment and capability approach, which is they

all care about people`s power and situation in the above three domains and to which level they

have been achieved can be measured according to these three directions.

The concept of “empowerment” always comes along with marginalized people such as women and

the poor. With less access to sufficient education, medical service, sanitation and other benefits,

women seem to be less empowered in almost all aspects than man (Todaro, 2011).

Friedmann (1992) has provided an alternative method to measure the level of empowerment by

raising a model called (Dis)Empowerment Model, which assumes that poor household need to

enhance their social power in eight dimensions to improve their living condition. Those eight

dimensions are defensible life space, surplus time, knowledge and skills, appropriate information,

social organizations, social networks, instruments of work and livelihood, and financial resources
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(Friedmann, 1992. P 68-69). Among them, increasing access along with any single dimensions

will bring progress for the household.

So far we have noticed that (Dis)Empowerment Model focus on household level, while the

capability approach concentrating on individual level. In this study, women in rural or urban

regions are treated as two big subjects, in each group they have common social and economic

attributes and similar social and living circumstance, therefore, under the background of economic

discussing, we could consider each group as a whole economy, to analyze their capability and

freedom in social, economic, and political sphere.

1.4 Methodological framework

This is a comparative case study. As identified by Creswell (2007), a comparative case study is to

make comparison based on one issue or several issues between horizontal and/or vertical

dimensions, for instance, geographic factors, time factors. Thus, the comparison will be done

between Chinese urban and rural regions, to inquire how women in those different economic

development areas are empowered, and to find out if there is a regional pattern for this issue.

This is a qualitative case study meanwhile. A case study intends to research a certain issue by

exploring single or multiple cases in a system with boundary, such as a setting of a context

(Creswell, 2007). In a qualitative case study, the investigator need to execute the bounded system,

namely one case or multiple cases through collecting detailed and in-depth data and information.

This study will be definitely done within a bounded system, which is Chinese economic structure.

Moreover, this is a comparative case study, consisting of several sub-case studies in social,

economic, political sphere, to address and compare women empowerment in rural and urban areas.

In respects of data and information collection, the author will try best to obtain first hand data, and

carefully use second hand data. The source of facts, information, statistical figures, opinions could

be official documents, reports,, academic thesis, and investigated results. Gender-based and

regional based indicators will be collected for the explanation. For instance, to illustrate the

difference of women`s access to education in those two types of regions, the female`s enrollment

rate in primary, secondary and tertiary education and illiterate rate will be gathered. For the
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decision-making power research, proportion of seats held by women in Chinese government will

be managed. With the help of credible search engines, articles and books found through internet

and library resources related to the topic will be included in this paper. Therefore, the descriptions

and conclusions around the research questions will be along with the requirement of pragmatism

and will give a credible answer towards the research questions.

1.5 Relative to peace and development work

Women plays a central and crucial role in a country`s development (Todaro, 2011). One of the

eight Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) illustrates to promote gender equality and

empowering women.Women makes up a substantial majority of the world`s poor, and it tends to be

true that the more underdeveloped country it is, the less opportunities for women in that country to

receive education, medical services, clean water, sanitation, and other benefits (Todaro M, 2011).

According to the latest sixth nationwide population census takin in 2010, the whole number of

Chinese population is 1.34 billion, among them, 48.73% (approximately 652 million) are women

(CNBS, 2010).

It would be interesting to research that in China, a rapid growing economy, how women`s looks

like. China has always been working hard to achieve the eight MDGs, and all of the MDGs have

been reached or are within reach (World Bank, 2014). The development of economy in China has

disproportionately helped women to be more empowered than before, but there is no research

aimed at comparing women’s empowerment in different regions in China, even systematic article

on women’s empowerment in China is missing. Thus, this paper will contribute to this field in

China and strengthen people and the authorities’ awareness of the empowerment of women. In

addition, by analyzing the difference over women development in both urban and rural areas,

beneficial experiences will be provided for their own development over this issue.

1.6 Possible limitation

During the writing process of this thesis, there will be some predictable difficulties and limitation

towards the research. First of all, this research will be a desk study, therefore one of the challenge
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will be the source of data. Without any field visit, the study will rely on printed source of data. In

addition, the author will also use the data and information from existing literature and re-analyze

them in a way that well serves the research questions in this study. This study will compare how

economic growth in China has improved women empowerment in both urban and rural areas.

Therefore, gender-based and region-based social-economic statistics from both rich and

comparative laggard regions will be needed. The challenge would be, for the total research,

gender-based data is hard to get detailed, let alone the rural areas, the statistics are either too old or

insufficient in absolutely introduction.
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2. Theoretical framework

This study is about how increasing economic situation in China has contributed to empowering

women in regions with different level of economic development, namely how women`s living

conditions and social positions have been impacted by the growing economic trend. So, first of all,

this is an study about detecting how Chinese females are empowered and how their positions have

shifted by the development of its economy. And then, more importantly, to compare how women

from different level of economic conditions have been empowered while the economic developing,

is there a regional pattern or not?

2.1 Definition of “empowerment” and “women empowerment”

Empowerment, as a more and more common but ambiguous concept discussed by both academia

and governments and communities in societies, carries different notions by participants who study

on it. According to Servian (1990), empowerment is closely related with control of industry,

changing workplace technology, access to democratic processes, taking leadership, changing th

value base of an institution, meeting specific needs or rationing resources, permission, freeing

from government, advocacy, spiritual enlightenment, and so forth. The identification given by

World Bank is that, empowerment is a process and also consequence to enhancing the capacity of

individuals or groups to make choices and to transform those choices into desired actions and

outcomes that affect their quality of lives, organizational functions, and so forth (World Bank,

2011). In a word, empowerment refer to strengthening people’s power in economic, social, and

political domains. Empowering poor people can be achieved through creating more opportunities

for them to possess more assets and capabilities to to make purposive choices and to transform

them into desired actions and outcomes, such as participate in, negotiate with, influence, control,

and hold accountable institutions which can affect their daily and communities lives, as well as

social functions (World Bank, 2011). The fact that to which extent people have been empowered

can be very different along with time, cultural and areas people are living in, and it can be

exercised on many various domains.

Friedmann (1992) develops a distinct illustration and explanation about empowerment. He

considers empowerment under the context of households since a household is miniature polity and
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economy form, and somehow a civil society. Social empowerment of each household, and of

course individuals within it, mainly refers to its access to the bases of productive wealth, such as

information, knowledge and skills, participation in social organizational, and financial resources.

The increase of social power is always brought by the growth of economy, and when the household

and its members are more empowered in social sector, their ability of setting and attaining

objectives increases as well. Political empowerment refers to households and its members’ access

to public affairs’ decision-making process, particularly those events that can affect their lives and

future. Political empowerment allows people to not only vote, but also to have voice in local

collective actions, and even more larger political associations, a party (see Friedmann, 1992.

p32-33). Economic empowerment, which is more frequently mentioned with women and the poor

(in fact, women compose a large percentage of the poor), mainly refers to enhancing their abilities

in the markets and to creating more opportunities for them to enter labor markets. In addition,

within each household, a joint decision-making will probably happen every day, and will probably

based on a gender or age division of labor.

The word “empowerment” always comes along with marginalized people, such as women and the

poor, and especially with regards to community development. And according to Todaro M (2011),

women make up the the majority of poor in the world, and are less likely to access sufficient

education, medical service, sanitation, and other benefits, due to a variety of factors, such as

prevalence of female-headed households, their lower earning capacity, limited control over their

spouses` income, their less share in political sphere.

In general, women seem to be less empowered in almost all the aspects than men in any society.

The reason of this situation can be multidimensional (see Friedmann, 1992. p109-111). First of all,

women’s biological role as mother restricts their achievements as other roles in the society and in

accessing information or materials that possibly make them more empowered. Taking care of

children and husband takes a large proportion of time for women to participate in economic

activities, such as being employed or running their own business, and political actions, such as

taking part in the process of voting, or working as a member of political staff.Also the high fertility
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rate, frequent pregnancies, abortions and births persistence in some poor countries, combined with

high rate of missing women, tie women to disempowered sphere. Early marriages, child labor and

discrimination towards girls cause them less opportunities to access basic education as boys in the

childhood, and when they are adults, they are occupied by the whole household issues. Women,

especially women who are heads of household, are placed extraordinary burdens on, both

physically (accomplish daily work) and materially (product to support household’s survive).

However, women’s efforts are barely reflected on their change of social status or family status.

Inside families, women can merely decide on important affairs and if they have income, it mostly

goes to improve well-being of other family members (Duflo, 2012). On the other hand, especially

in some fairly underdeveloped countries, or poor areas in developed countries, women are under

severe non-nutritive condition, which makes them die before reaching adulthood.

Thus, from a gender perspective, women empowerment could be an study to figure out how

women`s situation has changed in regards to gender discrimination, social and political position,

access to all kinds of resource and services, for example, opportunities to educational acquire, to

be employed.

2.2 Capability approach

This paper will be guided by the idea of capability approach, caring not only about the visible

benefits such as income or goods brought by economic growth, but also a person can do with his or

her capability.

There are three major elements need to be considered in capability approach, namely functionings,

capabilities, and agency. Functionings, according to Amartya Sen (1992), can be seen as what a

person can be and do. The relevant of functionings can be in a large scope, from very basic things

like being nourished, being in good health, avoiding escapable morbidity and premature mortality,

etc, to more complex achievements such as being happy, having self-respect, taking part in the life

of the community, and so on (Sen A, 1992, p 39). In other words, functionings are on behalf of
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what kind of capacities people have, what capacities they want to have, and what capacities they

should have.

Capabilities are the combinations of various functionings that a person is possibly able to achieve.

James J Heckman, another notable proponents of capability approach understands capabilities as

skills or potentials of achievement. In Sen`s opinion, capabilities refers to a reflection of a person`s

freedom of choosing what type of life he or she wants to lead to. Like the concept ‘budget set’ in

commocial space represents a person`s freedom to buy commodity bundles, the concept

‘capability set’ reflects a person`s freedom to choose from possible livings (Sen A, 1992. p 40).

Nussbaum identifies capabilities into three types, namely basic capabilities, internal capabilities

and combined capabilities (Garrett J, 2008), covering her ten basic capabilities which she thinks

should be supported by all democraties, such as life, bodily health, emotions, practical reason,

affiliation, control over one`s environment, and so on. There can be two interrelated considerations

that lead to the relevance between a person`s capability and his or her well-being. First, the

capability that can achieve functionings which can continue a person`s well-being will constitute

the person`s freedom to have more well-being. Second, making achieved well-being itself depend

on the capability of function. This means, sometimes, some kinds of capabilities can benefit a

person directly on his or her well-being, for instance, making them richer with reflective choices;

however, some capability is only valued instrumentally and does not cause a visible causality

between the capability and freedom of choices, this kind of capability is nevertheless an significant

of people`s well-being and social evaluation (see Sen A, 1992. p 40-41).

Poverty, instead of low income, is more worthy to be seen as a deprivation of people’s basic

capabilities. Indeed, low income can be the main reason of poverty, illiteracy, hunger,

undernourishment, poor health. Capability approach focuses not only but beyond on the role of

income and wealth in people’s life. Similarly and as mentioned above, the premature mortality,

severe undernourishment, persistent morbidity, illiteracy, are also concerned as deprivations of

fundamental capabilities. Unemployment as a source of low income and further low level of

self-reliance and psychological and physical health, aggravates the divestiture of capabilities.
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Being able to be involved into the political process is concerned as a higher level of capability

since it no more focuses on the subsistence issues, but of course, it can touch some daily and

detailed issues in people’s lives.

Agency here, differing from the meaning in other economic theory, means when assessing

someone’s achievements (acts and changes), besides some external and general criteria, the

evaluation will be based on his or her values and objectives. Doing this, we consider and judge a

person in the context of his or her role in the public and participant in economic, social and

political actions, directly or indirectly.(Sen, 1999). Agency considers an individual`s rols as part of

society and the public, with the capability of participating in economic, social, and political

activities (Sabina A, 2005). All of those make agency crucial in terms of evaluating one`s

capabilities, considering about if economic, social, and political restrictions astrict one`s ability to

pursue freedoms (Sabina A, 2005).

Capability approach argues that development can be seen as, instead of merely increase in gross

national product (GNP), growth personal income, technological advance, social modernization, a

process of expanding citizens’ real freedom they can enjoy, which is, the freedom to live they way

they would like to. John Friedmann seconds this idea by arguing that judging development only

due to per capita income would be strange if it neglects the issues of poverty, unemployment, and

inequality (Friedmann, 1992). The freedom here should involve two implications, which are, first,

the processes that allow people to participate with actions and decisions, and second, the

opportunities people can have, based on their personal and social circumstances. Undeniably, the

growth in GDP and individual asset, industrialization, technological improvement, and social

modernization can be significant in measuring how developed a country is and how much freedom

its society members are benefiting. Also, freedoms depend on other factors like social and

economic arrangements (e.g. facilities for education and health care), and political and civil rights

(e.g. the liberty to participate in public discussion and supervision).
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Development, in the view of Sen, demands an exclusion of a large extent of unfreedom. For the

source of unfreedom, it can be poverty, tyranny, lack of economic opportunities, intolerance or

overactivity of repressive suppressive states. Essential freedoms are required for the majority of

people, even under the unprecedented opulence background in the contemporary world, who

denies freedoms for a large proportion of people. In some case, the economic lag can be a direct

reason of unfreedoms. Underdevelopment can deprive people’s freedoms of satisfy hunger,

sufficient nutrition, illness treatment, and other fundamental instruments. In some other cases, it

might be the inadequate of public facilities and social care, such as the absence of organized

arrangement for educational facilities or health care, or unefficient institutions for the maintain of

local peace and order, that leads to unfreedoms. In still some other cases, unfreedoms can result

from negative political and civil literty granted by authoritarian regimes and imposed constraints

on the freedom to be involved in the social, political and economic life of the community.

Sen emphasises that whether people’s freedoms are enhanced should the primary factor to be

considered when assessing achievement of development. Different kinds of freedoms can be

interconnected ed. For example, in a society, people’s achievement is largely affected by their

share of economic opportunities, political liberties, social powers, and enabling conditions of

good health, basic education, and the encouragement and cultivation of initiatives. The

institutional arrangements for addressing those problems and increase those opportunities, on the

other hand, are also influenced by the utilization of people’s freedoms, via freedom to take part in

social choice and making public decisions.

Freedoms, as already been clarified that being able to lead those kinds of lives people would like,

can be roughly divided into five distinct but interrelated types, namely, political freedoms,

economic facilities, social opportunities, transparency guarantees, and protective security. We can

easily but not casually category them into three bigger spheres, which are political and/or civil

freedoms, economic freedoms, and social freedoms.
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People have political and/or civil freedoms would be able to participate in the political process of

deciding the authorities and principles of the governance, have seats and voice in parliament,

supervise and criticize authorities and their implementations, have rights to vote and elect, or

possibly been voted and elected, and participate and play roles in political dialogue, and so on.

Having greater political and/or civil freedoms can allow a person to feel mentally safer and in

charge, because they are involved in the decision-making process of some affairs that may

influence their daily lives. Transparency guarantees refer to people’s demand of openness in terms

of preventing corruption, financial irresponsibility and underhand dealings. Therefore, we will

discuss it while researching freedom of supervision and disclosure. Also, it helps to promote

economic security in the same time.

Social freedoms refer to people’s access towards social arrangements such as fundamental

education and health care, which makes it possible for people to lead a better life. Not only that

people who enjoy social freedoms can lead a more healthy life, and are protected from preventable

morbidity, premature mortality and other illness, and can accept more education directly and

indirectly, but also their abilities and possibility to participate into economic and political activities

are enhanced, since some of those activities need certain level of literacy and physical attribute.

Protective security refer to offering vulnerable people social safety from abject misery, starvation

and death. It can be barely but also possibly included in social freedoms since it refers to some

fixed institutional arrangements, for example, unemployment benefits.

Both political freedom and social freedom are considered as constituent components of

development, even though they contribute to the GDP growth and industrialization promotion

indirectly. Furthermore, Sen states that it is important to notice that there is inconformity between

income per capita and the the quality of people’s lives, that is, freedom for them to live long and

live well. He illustrates that even in some seemingly rich countries (in terms of GNP or GDP per

capita), the citizens seem to have lower life expectancy than those in countries whose

performances are not very remarkable in terms of GDP per capita.
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In the context of economic freedoms, individuals’ rights on economic resources to use (exchange,

consumption, product) are the main focus. There is no doubt that an effective market system can be

a root of fast economic growth and advanced living standard in a country, however, the role of

market mechanism in the process of development will be misunderstood if we only pay attention to

its function in national income and wealth progress. The contribution of market mechanism can be

concerned as significant only on the condition that it ensures people’s freedom to interchange and

transact, that is, to exchange words, goods, gifts, and so on, and to participate in the labor market.

Since with denial opportunities of transaction, people will loss their freedoms of doing things

within their right. Beyond market mechanism’s possible contribution to promoting economic

increase or industrialization, the freedom of entering markets itself can be a great stimulative of

development. Similar crucial as freeing people to labor market, it is of significance to possess

people of the freedom to product markets, especially for those small cultivators and producers who

are suffering under traditional arrangements and restrictions. With freedoms in market, people are

able to make choices like what they feel like being engaged, where to work, what to produce, and

what to consume and so on. Economic unfreedom, for all of citizens in general but people in

extreme poverty in particular, can boost social and political unfreedom, and it can be facilited by

them in the same time. In addition, around the topic of market, the child labor is a nonnegligible

issue that needs particular attention as well, since though they are able to enter the market, which

makes them seemingly to have the economic freedom, but in essence it is not, since those children

who are forced into labor market always come from disadvantaged families, and are doing

exploitative work which may bring them small salary to help their families, without any freedoms.

The freedoms of people can be influenced by social values and prevailing custom, such as gender

equality, nature of child care, family size, fertility patterns, environmental treatment, as well as the

presence and absence of corruption, the trust and honest in economic, social, and political

relationships. In the same time, those social values are influenced by public and social freedoms

too (Sen, 1992).

Having greater freedom to do things one values enhances a person’s capability to lead the kind of
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life he or she values, or has reason to value. With larger and more capabilities, a person can

somehow be fostered to have more freedom and the capabilities are strengthened again. Capability

approach refers to either a person’s functionings or alternatives and opportunities a person really

has, or the combination of those two aspects. Gender inequality and premature make women suffer

from more unfreedom, such as inadequate basic opportunities of health care, functional education,

gainful employment, economic and social security, and political participation. Those restrictions

hinder women from enjoying substantive freedoms.

So far, based on what has been discussed above, we can see it is safe to combine empowerment and

capability approach. Empowerment approach cares about people’s power in various dimensions

which make them more able to make choices and transform those choices to positive actions and

outcomes that are beneficial for them. Empowerment approach also suggests that development

needs to be people-centered and should focus on people and their environment (improvement in

the conditions of life and livelihood), not merely on production and profits (Friedmann, 1992).

Women empowerment tries to assess to what extent women enjoy freedom of movement, their

capability to prevail in household decision-making process, and other aspects of their

empowerment. Capability approach focuses on what a person can do and be and the freedom a

person can have to achieve their values. When we talking about women’s empowerment, we

should not only focus on how much impact and changes over their access, position, and roles in

educational, economic, social, and political sphere, we need to go deeper to explore besides those

phenomena, have they been empowered sustainable capabilities to continue and development their

values and goals? Capability approach focuses on how individuals’ abilities have been enhanced in

order to live the way they feel like. Concentrating on capabilities and freedoms mainly in terms of

social, economic, and political domains, capability approach goes deeper to consider what

individuals can be and do within their values. So, in this paper, the author tends to follow the logic

as, if a person attempts to have capabilities to lead to the life he or she values, this person firstly

needs to have the freedoms to do so, and after being empowered in all the angels (political, social,

and economic), his or her capabilities of choosing will reasonably be enhanced.
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2.3 Analytical framework--(Dis)Empowerment Model

Friedmann (1992) attempts to provide an alternative analytical framework about empowerment

issue by rising a model called (dis)empowerment model. This model is based on the assumption

that poor households are in sufficient in social power to change their living condition. Social

power is limited by state power (laws and bylaws, and legitimate use of violence), economic power

(power to access financial resource, transform capital between different places, hire and fire), and

political power (power to vote, to stage street demonstration, and so on). Friedmann speaks of

poverty as disempowerment on eight distinguishable, but interdependent dimensions; the “bases

of social power”. These describe “the principle means available to a household economy in the

production of its lives and livelihoods” (Friedmann, 1992. p67-68); namely a defensible life space,

surplus time, knowledge and skills, appropriate information, social organizations, social networks,

instruments of work and livelihood, and financial resources. Defensible life space refers to a basic

space for household members working on daily activities such as cooking, eating, sleeping and

personal possessions securing, but here it goes beyond the concept of physical space, it also

includes the neighborhood where the household develop their socializing and life-supporting

activities in the context of non-market relation. Surplus time refers to extra time besides that for

gaining a subsistence livelihood, for example, the time spent on journey to wage-paid work, time

for buying such as water, food, and other basic consumption items, as well as the time time spent

on illness; knowledge and skills refers to educational levels as well as mastery of professional

skills. This is important for poor households since they regard education and technical training

crucial to enhance their long-term economic prospects. Appropriate information can be formal or

informal, relating to household`s struggle for subsistence, for instance, information on methods of

healthy living child care, domestic duties and public services. In addition, it also refers to political

and paying employment information. Social organization helps to connect household members to

outer society with relevant information, mutual support, and collective action. Social networks

helps to enhance one`s self-reliance, and horizontally it can cross among relatives, friends, and

neighbors, or vertically it can go up through to higher level of social hierarchy in the community.

Instruments of work and livelihood refers to tools used in formal and informal work, such as

healthy bodies, and other equipment such as bikes, stoves, sewing machine, and so on. Financial
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resources includes one household`s pure income as well as access to loan and credits. When

applying to these eight bases of social power, it will be misunderstand if one thinks those eight

dimensions start working one by one, also there is no sense to simply pay attention to single

dimension to see how far has one’s power goes from the center, but to comprehensive consider

how far have people developed from the center of poverty, along with each base.

Friedmann`s (Dis)Empowerment Model cares about the empowerment of a whole household who

is assumed to to be weak in social power to improve their condition, a household is treated as a

independent economy. Women in rural or urban regions can be treated and analyzed as a whole

economy as well, plus, women as a consistent vulnerable group, are in lack of power to change

their conditions as well. Therefore, (Dis) Empowerment Model is appropriate for analyzing

women`s empowerment in different regions. There may be a problem that, the fact and information

we have collected may not refer to every single base, but according to Friedmann, progress along

any base will contribute to enhancing women`s power (Friedmann, 1992. P 69),
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3. Methodological framework

3.1 Study design

This study will be a comparative, qualitative case study. A comparative case study aims at making

comparison about one issue or several issues between horizontal and/or vertical elements, such as

geographic factors, time factors, and so on. The comparison will be done between Chinese urban

and rural regions, to inquire how women in those different economic development areas are

empowered, and to find out if there is a regional pattern for this issue. As identified by Creswell

(2007), a case study should be a research of a certain issue by exploring one or multiple cases

within a bounded system, such as a setting or a context. In a qualitative case study, the exploration

of a bounded system, namely one case or multiple bounded systems, will be executed over time by

investigator(s), through collecting detailed, in-depth data and information (see Creswell, 2007. p.

74). Similarly, according to Baxter and Jack (2008) , a case study should involve collection and

explanation of many sources around one topic to create an in-depth research project to reveal

certain phenomenon about the topic. This study has a clear and specific research problem, which is

to inquire whether there is a regional pattern for Chinese women’s empowerment, through

developing economy. Furthermore, this study will be definitely done within a bounded system,

which is Chinese economic structure. Moreover, this comparative case study will consist of several

sub-case studies addressing and comparing women empowerment in rural and urban areas. Those

three factors endow this study with clear objective and direction. According to Creswell (2007), a

case study method would be a effective and wise choice when “the inquirer has clearly identifiable

cases with boundaries and seeks to provide an in-depth understanding of the cases or a comparison

of several cases” (see Creswell, 2007. p.74).

As introduced by Creswell, there are three types of qualitative case studies, based on the intent of

the case analysis: the single instrumental case study, in which the researcher selects within one

bounded case around the issue or concern he or she focuses on (Creswell, 2007; Stake, 1995); the

collective/multiple case study, in which researcher still focuses on one issue or concern, but selects

more than one case, or program, with different perspectives around this issue, to illustrate that

issue or concern; and the intrinsic case study, which is focusing on the case itself since an unusual
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or unique phenomenon is presented in that case, such as evaluating a program, or continuing the

study where other researcher have difficulty (see Stake, 1995). Based on the primary

understanding of those three genres of qualitative case studies, this case study can be identified as

a collective case study referring to Chinese women’s empowerment in a few selected regions that

can be typical examples of developed and underdeveloped areas.

In this paper, the author will majorly concentrate on Chinese women`s empowerment in three

sections, namely social, economic, and political sections. In each section, first there will be a

overall description about the fact in rural and urban regions, after that, more specific instances in

rural and urban regions will be given. Capability approach will guide this paper, and the answer to

research question 1 and 2 will be based on it. And then, the analysis work will be down according

to (Dis)Empowerment Model, to answer the last and most crucial research question.

3.2 Data collection

A case study needs adequate available material to describe case setting and provide an in-depth

understanding of it (Creswell, 2007. p. 75). Since this study is guided by the capability approach,

which focus on their capabilities and freedoms in social (mainly educational and healthy),

economic, and political dimensions; furthermore, when applying capability approach to women

empowerment issue, common focusing can be observed, data and information relevant to those

dimensions will be gathered to provide description for audiences as well as for further analysis.

The data and information can be accessed in multiple sources and in plenty of manners. Yin (2003)

suggests relevant data and information can be collected in six ways, namely document, archival

records, interviews, direct observations, participant observations, and physical artifacts. Creswell

(2007) summaries four sources for information, which are observations, interviews, documents,

and audiovisual materials. Due to the limitation of this study, the observations and interviews are

unlikely to be adapted, then the main method to access relevant information will be from the

documents. Besides those documents mentioned above, data from official websites, such as Word

Bank, or more locally, China`s National Bureau Statistics and newspapers will be utilized as well.

Due to the nature of comparative case study and desk study, secondary analysis material is widely
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utilized, and according to Yin (2003) who seconds a replication logic when conducting a collective

case study, that means, the inquirer needs to “replicate the procedures for each case” in order to

gather effective information for this study. Therefore, content analysis would be an appropriate

tool to gather and select data and information to develop a detailed description of the case.

Hence, it is important to explain that though this comparative case study is claimed to be made of

several smaller case studies within different regions, this comparison will be done in another way.

Instead of looking at the individual cases independently, this study will compare the cases in

parallel of social empowerment, economic empowerment, and political empowerment in both

urban and rural areas in the same time. For social empowerment, education and health sphere will

be mainly focused on. For example, in educational chapter, enrollment rate of females and males

in primary, secondary, and tertiary will be inquired with no doubts, also the stimulative and

obstructive factors for female involvement in education will be included. In economic

empowerment, women’s participation in economic activities, and their access and control of

access will be discussed in detail.

After giving sufficient cases’ description, which consist of data and facts collection based on the

three main domains, when accomplishing the analysis work, researchers can either conduct a

holistic analysis of the entire case, or embed analysis focusing on a few key issues or themes of the

case (Yin, 2003). In a collective case study, after providing detailed picture of each case, which is

categorized as within-case analysis by Creswell, the researcher needs to focus on a few certain

themes and conduct thematic analysis across the cases, and assert or elaborate the meaning of the

case additionally (Creswell, 2007). Under the guidance of this spirit, the analytical framework of

the comparative part will be accomplished based on the (dis)empowerment model that involves

eight key aspects to be evaluated across rural and urban cases. As has been discussed before,

(dis)empowerment model can work on individual and groups of people as well. By analyzing how

women, a special group of people, on the eight basic powers (defensible life space, surplus time,

and others will be introduced later), a general picture can be drawn about how they are impacted by

economic growth in China. The comparative work can be done each by each.
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3.3 Literature review

Though there is few systematic investigates have been done to compare how women in rural and

urban areas are empowered, if we focus on some particular cities or specific aspects, there are

documents where we can find some information and statistics to illustrate the situation.

Yao Lin and Li Jia have done a research about minority girls` educational situation and

development in western China. They summarized those girls` educational status as lower

enrollment rate than national average level, and higher drop out rate illiteracy rate in the same time

(Yao & Li, 2006). They formulated several reasons for that situation, the first one could be the

closed and conservative social culture, which leads to women being placed at an neglected position

when comes to educational issue (and also other dimensions), and women`s low self-esteem as

well (Yao & Li, 2006). In addition, for women live in western part of China, for example, Tibet

and Qinghai province, they usually have religious that blocks women to be exposed to the public

after 9 years old (Yao & Li, 2006). The second reason raised by them was the lack of proper family

education and female teacher, also the less connection between school life and reality, the simplex

way for girls to gain a promising future through being educated, make school life not attractive as

well (Yao & Li, 2006). Also economic pressure can be another issue to hinder girls attending

school.

Another study maid by Li Meng (2008) in Qinghai province showed the similar situation as stated

above. Females` educational situation in Qinghai province has improved during economic

development, but still there are significant difference between males and females, females from

different nations (Li, 2008). Li mentioned that besides the primary education difference between

women and man, and women from rural and urban regions of Qinghai province, women from

countrysides tend to accept vocational education that equip them with skills they will need in labor

market, and they are less likely to accept adult education than women living in cities (Li,

2008). She seconds the reasons Yao and Li mentioned before, and she thought, to improve

women`s educational empowerment, besides completing the educational system and releasing
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people`s traditional thoughts, another important solutions would be to invest more on educational

career (Li, 2008).

Along with improved educational background and knowledge, women start to enter labor market

and play a more and more significant role (Yuan, 2008). Though there always has

been discrimination towards women, the percentage of women in economic sphere is increasing

(Yuan, 2008). Economic development allows women more opportunities to be hired and the

increase of women`s employed rate grows faster than men`s, but the problem now would be that

the positions that women are engaged are usually lower-paid than men, and women are more likely

to carry on informal business and agricultural business, and this situation is particularly observable

in rural regions (Lin & He, 2012).

There have been a multi-provinces survey that shows women`s consumption manners in 20 cities

in 2006. The participants covered rural women, urban women, and women who are from rural

regions but work in urban (Hu, 2006). The results showed that women with different economic

conditions and consumptive environments have different concentration towards their consumptive

activities. The results revealed that women in rural regions have been growing as the main force of

the whole consumptive group, but still women in urban regions account to larger proportion (Hu,

2006). Women in rural regions tend to pay more on basic productions that they need in their daily

lives, while urban women focus more on fashion items (Hu, 2006).

Another survey that carried out in Shanhai about mass media`s influence on metropolitan career

women`s political participation (included their awareness and behaviors) illustrated that in

nowadays modern society, metropolitan career women have stronger political awareness than

before and than rural women, they have a wealth of political participation knowledge, stronger

political participation attitude and willing, but a large proportion of them think that they are

weaker at being charge of national and social affairs (Zhou, 2006). But still, the political

participation percent for women in urban cities were and are lower than men`s. Zhou found that

there are less women in the ruling party, but in some political groups and organizations, women are

taking more accounts (Zhou, 2006). Women are almost equal as men on political voting and
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expression, however, when it refers to political information access, women are more susceptible.

Mass media is the main channel to express their political thoughts, and it mainly influences

metropolitan career women`s political information access by frequency and publicity (Zhou,

2006).

Cai Jie (2012) has done a questionnaire in Lanzhou, Gansu Province, one of the most undeveloped

regions in China, and obtained plenty of first-hand information. He found that women now are

more active in political areas than before, because of their higher level of educational background,

more opened political environment, and various ways to be involved into political process (Cai,

2012). However, the levels of women`s access to policies are different and their abilities to make

political decisions are discrepant as well (Cai, 2012). Women in rural regions are less likely to

access political phases since the weak systematic regulation and their inadequate educational level,

as well as their lack of information and technological supports (Cai, 2012). Cai seconded that it is

significant to improve women`s political involvement in both rural and urban regions, especially

for rural women, to promote the integrated development of the whole political system.

Wu Yan also paid a special attention to women`s political empowerment in her research, and she

pointed out that besides the inadequate systematic protection, the traditional role definition of

females also limited women to be more participated into political stages, and it is not beneficial to

both women and a country`s political development if women are absence in local and central

government (Wu, 2010). She also compared Chinese women`s political empowerment to internal

situation, and drew conclusions that women cannot simply copy men`s pattern in political area,

because they are characterized differently, and it will be more efficient to establish a new model

for women, at the basis of internet and multilevel structure (Wu, 2010).
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4. Findings

Under the big picture of national economic development, there have been huge differences for

Chinese populations in the respects of living condition, wealth distribution, educational

access,political participation It is believed that the economic increase in a country will

disproportionately promote women's empowerment in terms of gaining more capabilities and

freedoms to health, education, earning opportunities, political rights (Duflo, 2012). Women are

believed to be suffering from a more disadvantaged circumstance than men both inside and outside

the household since they are lack of domination and capabilities. However, while the gender

inequality is still existing, women’s conditions in all aspects (such as educational acceptance,

access to medical service, political status, and powers insides household) have been impacted

largely by the changes bring by the economic growth. But here comes another question, while

economic development driving down the gender gap between men and women, and will there be

any differences and similarities between various regions in which different level of economic

growth is taking place? Therefore, this chapter will introduce women’s conditions in different

economic developmental areas in China, and there will be a few sub-chapters focusing on

women’s social, economic, political empowerment respectively.

4.1 Women`s social empowerment in different regions

For women, social empowerment can be reflected by healthy empowerment and educational

empowerment. In women`s healthy empowerment chapter, there will be description about missing

women, women's life expectancy, sex ratio, women`s marriage age and women`s access to

medical service in different regions. In the educational empowerment chapter, the author will pay

attention to status of literacy, enrollment rate in each level of education, as well as educational

sources access for women in different regions.

Though women`s marriage age could be a significant indicator of women`s healthy status, there

will not be too much description towards it, since the thoughts and tradition of marriage can be

really different from north to south of China. Usually people in southern China tend to get married
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earlier than people in northern China, even though it seems that women in rural areas are more

likely to get married at their earlier age, in some northern rural regions, women`s average marriage

age can be higher than that in some southern urban regions. Therefore, it is incorrect to say that

women in rural regions are higher or lower than women in urban regions.

4.1.1 Women`s health empowerment in different regions

Health is one of the main and basic issues that needed to be concerned when considering about

women’s well-being. Since without certain level of health, it is hard to imagine that women can be

able to access decent education, or participate into social activities. Health related issues,

especially maternal health and other issues, are also emphasized in the MDGs, as one of the core

elements to promote sustainable development for both men and women. Here a few indicators will

be risen to give a general picture of how women’s conditions in health in Chinese rural and urban

areas, and the reasons resulting in them will be introduced as well.

4.1.1.1Missing women

In this part, the author will mainly focus on missing women caused by abortion, pregnant women`s

death, and suicide rate of women in different regions. The figure of females’death under the age of

60 can be approximately 3.9 million per year, and among them, 40 percent of them were dead

before they were born, and one-sixth of them die in their early childhood, and the figure is doubled

when it comes to women die in their reproductive years (World Bank, 2012). In China, the number

of missing women has dropped dramatically during the last quarter of century, from about 50

million in 1990 (Sen, 1990) to less than 2 million in 2011(World and Media, 2011).

Women are missing because various of reasons in China. Because of the "one child" policy, plus

the traditional preference of boys, many girls are aborted before they are born. There is no exactly

figure but empirically this is more frequently happening in countrysides and rural areas than rich

cities. In addition, in rural areas especially some absolute poor regions where people can barely

attain sufficient nutrition, clean water, and other hygienic resources, pregnant women in rural areas
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are more likely to be exposed to the danger of abortion than those in urban areas. Moreover, the

lack of fundamental facilities and knowledge of disease prevention also contribute to the number

of missing women, especially for pregnant women. Table 4.1.1.1.1 shows the change of pregnant

women`s mortality rate different regions of China from 2004 to 2012 (NBSC, 2013).

Table 4.1.1.1.1 Pregnant Women`s Mortality Rate in Different Regions (2004-2012) (1/10,000)

Regions 2012 2011 2010 2009 2008 2007 2006 2005 2004

Average 24.50 26.10 30.00 31.90 34.20 26.60 41.10 47.70 48.30

Urban 22.20 25.20 29.70 26.60 29.20 25.20 24.80 25.00 26.10

Rural 25.60 26.50 30.10 34.00 36.10 41.30 45.50 53.80 63.00

From the table above we can see that the average, urban and rural pregnant women`s mortality rate

is decreasing and urban pregnant women`s mortality rate is always lower than the average level,

while rural pregnant women`s mortality rage is always higher than average level, but the

difference between urban and rural is reducing.

China is the only country in the world where the suicide rate for women is higher than that for men,

every year there are approximately 287 thousand people killing themselves with different methods,

and among them, three forth are women, furthermore, suicide rate of women aged between 15 to

24 is almost 2 times higher than that of men in the same age (WHO, 2009; Liu, 2012). The reason

and social environment caused women's suicide can be different based on the regions they live in

and the their ages (will explain later).

Rural regions
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Besides what have been discussed above, the gender preference and discrimination can be

reflected in another way that when children including boys and girls get sick, the parents tend to

invest more time and resources to take care of the boys, and that may cause girls missing the best

cure time, and further enhance their risk of dying (Meng, 2012). Inadequate nutrition gaining is

another reason that indirectly causes more girls and women are missing in rural areas. Since lack of

necessary nutrition may cause both girls and fertile women less strong to fight against diseases.

It is worth to mention that the “one child” policy works only on the Han race, which is the majority

race in China. For people who are minority (and more likely to be poor), there is no limitations of

the number of children they can have. Also people in rural areas tend to violate this policy since

they strongly believe that having more male generations will benefit them someday. Therefore, in

rural areas, women tend to be more productive, which results in them more risky during the

pregnant and deliver process.

Besides gender preference ,women who live in relatively underdeveloped cities and poor regions

are more likely to be exposed to the danger of dying because their lack of sufficient medical

knowledge and Women who live in underdeveloped cities and poor areas in relatively

underdeveloped cities are more likely to be exposed to the danger of dying because they do not

have adequate knowledge and facilities for disease prevention. For example, in some rural areas,

pregnant women, either do not have enough financial support to deliver in the hospital, or not

allowed by tradition, are likely to deliver in their own home, because the mere basic knowledge

and poor hygienic environment, they may die during the process of deliver, which would perhaps

cause their babies die as well, or suffered the risk of complication because uncaring treatment

afterwards. For example, the rate of death caused by obstetric hemorrhage in rural areas was 46.7

percent in 2000 (NBSC, 2013).

The suicide rate in rural regions in China is 3 times higher than that in urban regions in China, and

in rural areas particularly, the rate of women’s suicide is 66 percent higher than that of men’s (Zhao

& Zhong, 2012). Unmarried young women, middle aged women and elder women are the majority
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of the suicide group. As studied by Zhao and Zhong, the top main three reasons are: despair to life,

huge financial pressure (or for some elder women, they want to release financial stress for their

children), and impulsive actions (Zhao & Zhong, 2012).

Along with the economic development, women’s conditions in rural areas have changed a lot, for

example, the obstetric hemorrhage in rural areas has decreased to 27.5 in rural areas (NBSC, 2013).

In Tibet, the maternal mortality rate has fallen from 5000 in 100 thousand to 250 in 100 thousand

during the last half century (Yang & Lv, 2009).

urban regions

Gender preference has not been as influential as in rural areas, while in urban regions, women do

not choose to abort their babies because they prefer to another gender, but because of so many

other reasons. The first cause of women deciding to abort their babies may be the congenital

malformation, so they have to give up their babies based on healthy and sustainable considerations.

The factors that lead to congenital malformation can be the weak maternal health, infaust

environment (for example, being exposed to smoky atmosphere or living nearby heavy industrial

areas), accidental pregnancy, and so on (Wang, Zhao & Deng, 2013). Because of easier access to

medical help and higher level of medical standard, maternal mortality rate in urban cities is much

lower than that in rural cities.

Suicide rate for women in urban areas is not as high as that in rural areas of China, and investigates

show that in urban areas the suicide rate for women is 5.32 per 100 thousand, while that for men is

5.76 per 100 thousand (Liu, 2006). Differing from women who live in rural regions or poor

sections in urban cities, a large proportion of urban cities' women suicide because of huge pressure

from work, for those married women, they suffer from the stress of both work and family, and

diseases caused by mental and physical pressure, heavy pollution. In urban regions, more and more

women participate into job market and are employed, the tight scheduled life and caused negative

emotion such as depression and frustration makes up the major reasons of women’s suicide. In
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urban regions such as Beijing or Shanhai, over half of suicide women choose to abandon their lives

mainly because of too much pressure from work, and for some married women, besides the stress

of contradiction between work and family, they need to cope with more complex relations such as

the relation between them and their mother-in-law (Hou, 2008).

However, with the development of economy, women who live in urban areas have more

opportunities to utilize the modern and high-technique equipment, for those women who are

employed and work in office building in particular, they are more exposed to the environment

where is full of electric facilities such as computers, print machines, the risk for them to be

attacked by cancers. In addition, since the pressure and competition from work, for some married

women, they need also to bear doubled stress from work as well as family, hence, they are more

likely to be attacked by diseases like hypertension, myocardial infarction, breast carcinoma.

4.1.1.2 Life expectancy

Life expectancy has increased sharply during the last 30 years all over the world, and that of

women has improved even more, to 71 years globally in 2007, while men’s was 67 (World Bank,

2012). Now it is international that women are living longer than men. Life expectancy for the

whole population in China has sharply increased in China, partly as the economic growth in China

and improvement in people’s life conditions. Now Chinese average life expectancy is 76 years by

the year of 2011, with 2 years higher than that in other same level developing countries (WHO,

2013). Table 4.1.1.2.1, table 4.1.2.2 and table 4.1.2.3 give detailed information about life

expectancy in different Chinese cities in 1990, 2000, and 2010 respectively (NBSC, 1990; 2000;

2010).

Table 4.1.2.1 Life Expectancy in Different Chinese Cities in 1990 (Year)

City Average Male Female

National 68.55 66.84 70.47

Beijing 72.86 71.07 74.93
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Tianjin 72.32 71.03 73.73

Hebei 70.35 68.47 72.53

Shanxi 68.97 67.33 70.93

Inner Mongolia 65.68 64.47 67.22

Liaoning 70.22 68.72 71.94

Jilin 67.95 66.65 69.49

Heilongjiang 66.97 65.50 68.73

Shanghai 74.90 72.77 77.02

Jiangsu 71.37 69.26 73.57

Zhejiang 71.78 69.66 74.24

Anhui 69.48 67.75 71.36

Fujian 68.57 66.49 70.93

Jiangxi 66.11 64.87 67.49

Shandong 70.57 68.64 72.67

Henan 70.15 67.96 72.55

Hubei 67.25 65.51 69.23

Hunan 66.93 65.41 68.70

Guangdong 72.52 69.71 75.43

Guangxi 68.72 67.17 70.34

Hainan 70.01 66.93 73.28

Table 4.1.2.2 Life Expectancy in Different Chinese Cities in 2000 (Year)

City Average Male Female

National 71.40 69.63 73.33
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Beijing 76.10 74.33 78.01

Tianjin 74.91 73.31 76.63

Hebei 72.54 70.68 74.57

Shanxi 71.65 69.96 73.57

Inner Mongolia 69.87 68.29 71.79

Liaoning 73.34 71.51 75.36

Jilin 73.10 71.38 75.04

Heilongjiang 72.37 70.39 74.66

Shanghai 78.14 76.22 80.04

Jiangsu 73.91 71.69 76.23

Zhejiang 74.70 72.50 77.21

Anhui 71.85 70.18 73.59

Fujian 72.55 70.30 75.07

Jiangxi 68.95 68.37 69.32

Shandong 73.92 71.70 76.26

Hebei 71.54 69.67 73.41

Hubei 71.08 69.31 73.02

Hunan 70.66 69.05 72.47

Guangdong 73.27 70.79 75.93

Guangxi 71.29 69.07 73.75

Hainna 72.92 70.66 75.26

Table 4.1.2.3 Life Expectancy in Chinese Different Cities in 2010 (Year)

City Average Male Female
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National 74.83 72.38 77.37

Beijing 80.18 78.28 82.21

Tianjin 78.89 77.42 80.48

Hebei 74.97 72.70 77.47

Shanxi 74.92 72.87 77.28

Inner Mongolia 74.44 72.04 77.27

Liaoning 76.38 74.12 78.86

Jilin 76.18 74.12 78.44

Heilongjiang 75.98 73.52 78.81

Shanghai 80.26 78.20 82.44

Jiangsu 76.63 74.60 78.81

Zhejiang 77.73 75.58 80.21

Anhui 75.08 72.65 77.84

Fujian 75.76 73.27 78.64

Jiangxi 74.33 71.94 77.06

Shandong 76.46 74.05 79.06

Henan 74.57 71.84 77.59

Hubei 74.87 72.68 77.35

Hunan 74.70 72.28 77.48

Guangdong 76.49 74.00 79.37

Guangxi 75.11 71.77 79.05

Hainan 76.30 73.20 80.01

From the tables above we could see that overall women are living longer than men are, and in some

fairly developed cities such as Beijing and Shanghai, the life expectancy of men and women are so
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much longer than national average level, while in some rural regions, such as Inner Mongolia,

female average life expectancy is neither higher than national average level, nor higher than

urban`s average level.

4.1.1.3 Sex ratio

Sex ratio shows the percentage of male to female. From table 4.1.3.1 showing the sex ratio of each

city in China in 2010 (NBSC, 2010), we could see that male is taking over half of the entire

population, and if we relate this to each city`s GDP, we could roughly see that in some relatively

developed cities, such as Beijing, Shanghai, Tianjin, the balance between two genders are worse

than some underdeveloped cities, such as Tibet.

Table 4.1.3.1 Sex Ratio of Each Chinese City (2010)

City Sex Ratio

National average 105.2

Tianjin 114.52

Hainan 110.90

Guangdong 109.00

Guangxi 108.26

Inner Mongolia 108.05

Yunnan 107.84

Jiangxi 107.46

Qinghai 107.40

Shanxi 106.92

Guizhou 106.89

Beijing 106.80

Shanghai 106.18
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Fujian 105.96

Hunan 105.81

Zhejiang 105.69

Tibet 105.69

Shanxi 105.56

Hubei 105.56

Xinjiang 105.34

Ningxia 105.09

Gansu 104.42

Anhui 103.39

Heilongjiang 103.22

Sichuan 103.14

Hebei 102.84

Jilin 102.67

Liaoning 102.54

Chongqing 102.43

Shandong 102.33

Henan 102.06

Jiangsu 101.54

4.1.1.4 Medical service access

With the development of economy, more financial supports have been invested into providing

more medical facilities and staff both in urban and in rural areas. At the beginning of the People's

Republic of China's founding (1949), the number of general hospital all over the country was 2600,

and the number of female hospital and clinic was 20 in total (NBSC, 2013). In 1980, the first year
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of the reform and opening up policy, there were 9902 general hospital and 1731 hospitals and

health care organizations for women and children (NBSC, 2013). After the long period of

developing economy, by the year of 2012, the number of general hospital has gone up to 23170 in

total all over the country, and hospitals and clinics for female special were as many as 4333

entirely (NBSC, 2013). Table 4.1.1.4.1 shows the number of health technical personnel per 10,000

people in different regions, and table 4.1.1.4.2 shows the number of sickbed in medical and health

institutions every 10 thousand people (NBSC, 2013a,b). The blanks in those tables mean there is

no figure for that item.

Table 4.1.1.4.1 Number of health technical personnel per 10,000 people in different regions (2004-2012)

Regions 2012 2011 2010 2009 2008 2007 2006 2005 2004

Average 49 46 44 42 39 37 36 35 35

Urban 85 67 76 72 67 64 61 58 50

Rural 34 27 30 29 28 27 27 27 22

Table 4.1.1.4.2 Number of Sickbed in Medical and Health Institutions per 10,000 people in different regions

(2004-2012)

Regions 2012 2011 2010 2009 2008 2007 2006 2005 2004

Average 42.27 38.36 35.76 33.15 30.46 28.29 27.03 26.20 25.60

Urban 68.84 62.44 59.35 55.35 51.65 49.00

Rural 31.14 27.98 25.95 24.13 22.05 20.01

From above two tables we could see that people in rural areas are disadvantaged in regards to

shares of medical resources, though we could not get gender-based statistics, we could relate



37

sex-ratio to those figures and infer that women in rural areas are less able to access medical service

than women in urban areas.

Rural regions

Taking Tibet and Qinghai Province as an instances, table 4.1.1.4.3 and 4.1.1.4.4 shows the number

of medical technical personnel and the number of sickbed per 10,000 people in Tibet and Qinghai

Province respectively (NBSC, 2013b,c).

Table 4.1.1.4.3 Number of Medical Technical Personnel and Sickbed in Tibet (2008-2011)

Item 2011 2010 2009 2008

Medical Technical Personnel 0.96 0.88 0.85

Sickbed 31.73 30.10 30.99

Table 4.1.1.4.4 Number of Medical Technical Personnel and Sickbed in Qinghai Province (2008-2011)

Item 2011 2010 2009 2008

Medical Technical Personnel 2.31 2.05 1.92

Sickbed 41.46 37.20 32.63

Data from Nation Bureau of Statistics of the People`s Republic of China 2013

From above two tables we could see that, with the development of economy, rural women`s level

of accessing to medical resource is increasing, but sill lower than the average level and urban

women`s level.
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Urban regions

Taking Beijing and Shanghai as an examples, table 4.1.1.4.5 illustrates the number of medical

technical personnel and the number of sickbed per 10,000 in Beijing from 2008 to 2011, and table

4.1.1.4.6 shows those numbers in Shanghai (NBSC, 2013b,c).

Table 4.1.1.4.5 Number of Medical Technical Personnel and Sickbed in Beijing (2008-2011)

Item 2011 2010 2009 2008

Medical Technical Personnel 142 136 129 122

Sickbed 73.96 73.50 69.91

Table 4.1.1.4.6 Number of Medical Technical Personnel and Sickbed in Shanghai (2008-2011)

Item 2011 2010 2009 2008

Medical Technical Personnel 99 97 95 92

Sickbed 75.48 74.40 69.98

We could see that the level of accessing to medical service for people (including women) in urban

regions such as Beijing and Shanghai is higher than the average level.

4.1.2 Women`s educational empowerment in different regions

If health is the fundamental issue which makes women are able to participant in labor market, or

political activities, being properly educated makes a female qualified to be involved in all kinds of

activities that used to be undertaken by men for most of time, since women being excluded from

economic or political participant results from the viewpoint that their low educational level cannot

afford their attendance and voice in those activities. However, we have to admit that it is a
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worldwide situation that women are enjoying less educational opportunities and resources then

men are, particularly in underdeveloped areas.

Economic development in China can the reflect the function of education on one hand, as well as

boost the process of educational construction, both in rural and urban areas. The high speed of

economic growth in China has not only brought the increase of people`s income (which is also

unbalanced, but will mention in the later chapter.), but also the change of policies and people`s

mind. However, the situation of females` educational empowerment in different areas with

unequal economic prosperous, presents a big difference. Based on the investigation made by 2007,

female illiterate and semi-literate accounts for 61.2 percentage of the total number of illiteracy

(Yuan, 2007). Among women who live in rural areas all over the nation, those who have only

primary education or pre-primary education takes 52 percentage, and 36 percentage of them have

gone to secondary schools, and about 10 percent of them have accepted high school education,

only 2 percent of them go to universities (Yuan, 2007). The average educational years for female

who live in rural areas is 6.8 years, among those children who drop out of school or who do not

have chance to go to school, over half (60 percent) are girls (Yuan, 2007). In this chapter, women`s

educational empowerment in rural and urban regions will be illustrated respectively, via the

description of fluctuation of three rates, namely enrollment rate, dropout rate, and illiterate rate of

females in rural and urban regions. Then there will be a description of teaching environment,

including the number of school in each type (primary, junior high school and university) and the

number of teacher, and teacher-student ratio.

4.1.2.1 Female enrollment rate, dropout rate and illiterate rate

Following the regulation of <Nine Years of Compulsory Education 1986>, namely all

school-going children have to be sent to school to be educated for nine years, without tuition and

other fees, the enrollment rate of primary, secondary, and even higher education has improved

largely all over the country. From 1997 to 2007, the number of illiteracy has decreased over 1

billion all over the country in ten years (China Education, 2007). In the similar period, the

achievement of female illiteracy eliminate was more outstanding. Compared with 1990, female
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adult illiteracy rate has dropped from 32 percentage to 14.47 percentage in 2000, young female

illiteracy rate has decreased from 14.78 percentage to 4.13 percentage (China Education, 2007).

By the year 2010, as reported, girls enrollment rate of primary school all over the country was

99.58 percentage, 0.08 percentage higher than that of boys, in addition, girls enrollment rate of

junior high school was around 95 percentage, similar with that boys` (Li & Cui, 2010). By the year

2004, there were 45.70% of female student taking the bachelor degree study, and the ratios for

female master and female doctor were 44.20% and 31.40% respectively (China, 2006). However,

behind these overall figures, we need to consider is there regional difference over the figure, and

reasons behind those figures?

Rural regions

Before the <Nine Years of Compulsory Education>, girls and women living in rural and poor

regions are less likely to be sent to school than boys, and females in urban regions. China is a huge

agricultural country, most people who live in rural and poor regions are engaged in agricultural

work or some low-technique and low-paid work (Liu, 2006). For those people, financial pressure

is the first reason restrict parents sending their children to school. The traditional sexual

discrimination could be another reason to influence female`s educational access and level. In some

regions which consist of several minorities, it is legal for them to have more than one child. Plus

the traditional “son preference” thoughts, girls` educational right could be the first to be deprived

or ignored since the parents tend to choose to send boys to school. Instead of being enrolled in

school, girls usually either go working or married early in order to provide additional income for

their family. There is a common phenomenon among rural and poor regions, that is a large number

of farmers (most of them are the young or strong workforce inside one family, basically husbands

and sons) are swarming into cities to seek for job opportunities, leaving female workforce rural

home. Therefore, many a women have to devote themselves to farming work and housework,

many girls drop at their first or second year in primary school, to support their family (Yao & Li ,

2006, Yuan, 2007). For example, By the year 2002, the primary enrollment rate for girls in Qinghai

Province has increased from 30 percentage to 92.06 percentage, which can be treated as a huge

progress, but still slightly lower than the average primary enrollment rate all over the country,

which was 99.07 percentage, if we focus on smaller cities inside Qinghai Province, girls` primary
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enrollment rates in three of the most remote cities (consist of minority people) were 81percentage,

87.8 percentage, and 86.5 percentage (Yao & Li, 2006, Yu & Hu, 2005).

Since 1953, before the Reform and Opening up Policy, Chinese government has started

implementing the project called “Five-Year Plan”, which will be renovated every five years,

aiming at making plans for the national major construction projects, productivity distribution, and

important national economy proportion, and settling developmental goals for national economic

regulation and direction of future. During the “Ninth Five-Year Plan” and the “Eleventh Five-Year

Plan” periods, the financial department in Chinese central government has granted 3.9 billion and

5 billion respectively to support compulsory education program in poor regions, the popularizing

rate of compulsory education in poor regions has been observed some increase, and there are more

people in rural or remote regions are able to access education, however, due to the low starting

point and regional difference, educational process in rural areas, particularly females` educational

process, is so much slower than that in urban regions (Yuan, 2007). Thanks to the educational

support programs rose by central and local government, such as “spring bud plan”, which intend to

help to decrease girl illiteracy and increase girls primary enrollment via offering absolute poor

girls financial support and schooling provision, more and more school-going girls are beneficial

from it. By the year 2012, this plan have already helped over 10.2 thousand school-going aged

girls, and girls` enrollment rate in one of mentioned areas has increased to 99.5 percentage (Xu,

2013 & Yang , 2005). The female illiterate rate in Qinghai Province has decreased 17. 37

percentage from 2000 (18.20 percentage) to 2010 (35.57 percentage), and the number of female

illiteracy has reduced from 652 thousand to 390.4 thousand in ten years (Qinghai Statistics, 2012).

Although the increase of girls` enrollment rage and reduction of female illiterate rate show that

with the economic development and governmental support, the number of girl inside school is

increasing, the high dropout rate can cause some attention as well. The reasons why girls drop out

from school are similar to the reasons why they cannot be educated in school, in another word,

financial stress and gender discrimination are the major reasons, but the situation is under

remission (Yao & Li, 2006, Yuan, 2007). Still taking Qinghai as an example, by the year 2000,
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girls` primary dropout rate was 2.18 percentage, 0.07 percentage higher than boys (Yao & Li,

2006). It is difficult to get the figure before, but by the year 2004, the overall primary dropout rate

in China was 0.59 percentage, and girls` was 0.6 percentage, and the overall junior high school

dropout rate was 2.49 percentage all over the country, and that number for girls was 2.19

percentage (Li, 2008). As reported by local government, compared with 1990, the number of

educated girl is increasing, the enrollment and illiterate rate gap between boys and girls during

compulsory educational period is reducing as well (Li, 2008).

For women living in rural areas, not only those mentioned reasons may cause they have lower

level of education during the period of school age, women in rural regions are less likely to have

chance to pursue higher education or adult education after work, since the comparatively

backward productivity makes it unnecessary for them to seek for knowledge and technique beyond

their daily needs. In addition, the gender discrimination and immanent social orientation of women

not only limit the possibility of women being enrolled in schools, but also lead to their low

self-esteem, they consider themselves as accessories of men, and are less aggressive and ambitious

on educational achievement. As inquired by Yuan (2007), by the year 2005, only 8.64 percentage

rural female have received continuing education opportunities, among those women who have

above secondary education, 15.79 percentage of them have gained richer educational background

through attending adult education, meanwhile, 27.7 percentage of them have participated in

vocational training at their own expense. By the year 2007, only 5.6 percentage of women living in

rural regions gained formal professional and technical titles, 41.3 percentage points lower than that

of women living in cities and urban regions (Yuan, 2007). Taking Qinghai Province for example,

although this province is one of the most rural and poorest regions, inside it there are still relatively

rural and relatively urban areas. As investigated, until senior high school, women`s educational

difference between rural and urban areas is not quite large, while from higher level of education,

for example, undergraduate and postgraduate degree, the tendency between women`s education

and geographic position is: the higher level of education women have, the lower proportion of

women in rural areas, the percentages of rural areas for each level in descending order are 36

percentage, 18 percentage and 16 percent respectively (Li, 2008). In addition, as reported, the

average educated period for women in Qinghai was 4.10 years in 2000, among them, women
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living in urban held 7.0 years, 2.67 years more than women who live remote (Li, 2008). Among

people living in rural regions in Qinghai, men`s average educated year was 1.75 years longer than

women`s (Li, 2008).

Women`s educational situation in Tibet shows analogical tendency as in Qinghai Province. Due to

the lack of female statistical data for each year exactly, but here the author can supply a few typical

figures. By the year 1990, the girl enrollment rate of primary school was 77.9 percentage (Ma &

Tao, 2007), but by the year 2009, girl enrollment rate in both primary school and junior high

school were 100 percentage (Chang, Li & Zhang, 2009). There is little data can find to describe

girl dropout rate in Tibet particularly, but if we pay attention to the dropout rate for all

school-going children and for girls only, we could find the rule that girl dropout rate in rural areas

has decreased gradually but still higher than average dropout rate for total children and for boys in

rural areas, also higher than girls in urban areas (Yao & Li, 2006). However, very recently, some

reports show that the dropout rate in rural areas has grown up, and lower grade students are mostly

influenced (Feng, 2012). Tibet use to be the most illiterate regions in China, with 2 percentage

literate rate only in 1960, and nowadays, the average illiterate rate has dropped to below 2.4

percentage (Su, 2010), and female illiterate rate has decreased by 22 percentage by 2001 (Su,

2010). Furthermore, the table 4.1.2.1.1 below shows general information of female students and

teachers` proportion in each level of schools in Tibet from 1999 to 2012.

Table 4..1.2.1.1Number of Female Students and Teachers by Level of Schools from 1999 to 2012 in Tibet

Item 1999 2000 2007 2010 2011 2012

Number of

Female

Students

(person)

Institutions

of Higher

Education

1,568 2,049 13,293 16,156 16,377 17,409

Specialized

Secondary

2,842 3,433 9,529 10,432 8,933 8,100
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Schools

Regular

Secondary

Schools

19,997 25,946 85,371 87,803 89,178 89,115

Primary

Schools

138,895 144,674 152,968 144,820 142,403 142,086

In total 163,302 176,102 261,161 259,211 256,891 256,660

Percentage

of Female

Students

to Total

Students

(%)

Institutions

of Higher

Education

39.08 37.42 49.7 51.9 50.6 52.0

Specialized

Secondary

Schools

50.11 52.13 50.2 46.1 45.2 44.3

Regular

Secondary

Schools

45.23 46.98 41.3 48.9 49.3 50.0

Primary

Schools

44.74 46.10 47.8 48.4 48.3 48.6

In total 44.42 46.21 49.8 48.7 48.7 49.2

Number of

Female

Teachers

(person)

Institutions

of Higher

Education

277 290 783 1,046 1,086 1,124

Specialized 303 299 189 219 236 260
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Secondary

Schools

Regular

Secondary

Schools

1417 1514 4,162 5,502 5,944 5,931

Primary

Schools

5488 5618 8,744 9,556 9,546 9,558

In total 7458 7721 13,878 16,323 16,812 16,873

Percentage

of Female

Teachers

to Total

Teachers

(%)

Institutions

of Higher

Education

36.21 35.67 44.6 47.7 47.5 47.5

Specialized

Secondary

Schools

40.95 40.29 37.3 37.1 39.7 41.4

Regular

Secondary

Schools

35.03 35.16 41.5 45.7 46.9 46.9

Primary

Schools

39.98 42.62 49.1 50.6 50.5 50.7

In total 38.83 40.55 44.0 48.4 48.8 48.9

Here may need some explanation for the different naming ways of schools in China. Primary

schools and regular secondary schools usually cover the compulsory education period, and regular

secondary schools equals to junior high school. Specialized secondary school equals to senior high

school, where students continue their study after nine-year compulsory education, and prepare
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themselves for universities. And the institution of higher education includes universities where

bachelor, master, and doctor degrees are offered.

Urban regions

People living in relatively developed regions such as Beijing, Shanghai, are facing facing less

financial pressure because of the following four reasons. Firstly, unlike in rural areas which are

majorly consist of minority people who have priority when applying to one-child policy, the

one-child policy is abode by more strictly, so the “son preference” thought has gradually reduced,

and parents would like to invest as much as possible to their only child, no matter it is a son or a

daughter they have. Secondly, with the increasing income and political support, most of urban

parents can afford their children`s tuition fee, both for primary education and further education

(senior high schools and universities are not free in China) (Lai, 2007 & Cai, 2010). Based on

those two mainly reasons, girl enrollment rage in urban regions during compulsory education

period is higher than that in rural regions, and also even higher than average enrollment rate during

compulsory education period all over the country. For example, in 1999, the girl enrollment rates

of primary school and junior high school in Beijing and Shanghai were 99.99 percentage and 99.94

percentage respectively, both more than 2 percentage higher than the average level in China, and

the dropout rates in two cities were both under 0.5 percentage (Mao & Tao, 2007). Thirdly, with

the economic progress, the number of schools covering from pre-primary schools to universities is

increasing more sharply than that in rural regions, therefore, there are more possibilities for urban

females to be educated in schools, the number of female undergraduate and postgraduate is higher

than that in rural areas. However, it is important to note that in some southeastern urban areas such

as Fujian Province, Guangdong Province, a large proportion of women choose to enter labor

market or run their own business instead of continuing further education after junior or senior high

school, this is influenced by thought difference between northern and southern regions. Fourthly,

with the rise and prevalence of internet technology, more and more educational information and

knowledge can be find via internet, there are more possibilities for girls living in urban areas to

access them (Dong, 2005).
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4.1.2.2 Number of school and teacher-student ratio

The number of school and teacher can be combined with the number of students when we try to

comparison between two subjects, based on one firm element, in this case, is how many students

are sharing one teacher. The possible advantage towards total people can disproportionately

benefit female component among them. Thus, in this chapter, the author will give a description of

those situations in rural and urban regions, though it is hard to get female statistical data among

those figure, it still can disproportionately reflect female educational benefit.

Rural regions

Number of school

The table 4.1.2.2.1 below show the number of school and student of each level of education in

Qinghai Province from 2005 to 2012 (NBSC, 2013e). While the table 4.1.2.2.2 shows that

situation in Tibet from 2005 to 2012 (NBSC, 2013e).

Table 4.1.2.2.1 Number of School and Student of each level of schools in Qinghai (2005-2012)

Year Number of School Number of Student (10 thousand)

Institut

ions of

Higher

Educat

ion

Senior

High

School

Junior

High

School

Primar

y

School

Institut

ions of

Higher

Educat

ion

Senior

High

School

Junior

High

School

Primar

y

School

2005 2,898 144 11 50.69 10.05

2006 2,841 142 11 52.20 10.31 3.60

2007 2,727 141 9 53.12 10.75 3.77
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2008 2,556 138 9 53.82 10.81 4.22

2009 2,047 126 9 53.33 10.78 4.38

2010 1,792 119 9 51.90 10.77 4.50

2011 1,533 304 112 9 51.19 22.34 10.69 4.57

2012 1,425 261 109 9 49.87 20.87 10.60 4.87

Table 4.1.2.2.2 Number of School and Student of each level of schools in Tibet(2005-2012)

Year Number of School Number of Student (10 thousand)

Institut

ions of

Higher

Educat

ion

Senior

High

School

Junior

High

School

Primar

y

School

Institut

ions of

Higher

Educat

ion

Senior

High

School

Junior

High

School

Primary

school

2005 25 890 3.33 32.75

2006 6 25 880 1.57 3.77 32.95

2007 6 23 884 1.80 4.42 32.06

2008 6 23 885 1.91 4.41 31.18

2009 6 24 884 1.94 3.84 30.52

2010 6 29 872 1.97 4.07 29.94

2011 6 30 93 860 1.99 4.47 13.64 29.47

2012 6 30 92 857 2.06 4.78 13.03 29.20



49

From the table above we could see that the number of school is showing a decreased tendency in

those two regions recently. Actually, as reported, during ten years from 2000 to 2010, there were

63 primary schools, 30 teaching stations, 3 junior high schools missing per day all over rural areas

in China, which means there were 4 school missing per hour all over Chinese rural regions (Feng,

2012).

Teacher-Student Ratio

The following table 4.1.2.2.3 shows the teacher-student ratio in each level of schools in Qinghai

Province from 2005 to 2012 (NBSC, 2013e). And table 4.1.2.2.4 shows that situation of Tibet from

2005 to 2012 (NBSC, 2013e).

Table 4.1.2.2.3 Teacher-Student Ratio in each level of school in Qinghai (2005-2012)

School 2012 2011 2010 2009 2008 2007 2006 2005

Private

School

19.10 19.77 19.52 19.90 19.70 19.46 18.56 18.45

Junior

High

School

14.06 15.18 15.32 15.58 15.15 15.96 16.32 16.84

Senior

High

School

13.80 13.88 14.27 14.34 14.39 14.79 14.80 15.30

Institut

ions of

Higher

Educat

ion

13.49 13.29 12.54 13.76 13.82 13.28 13.69
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Table 4.1.2.2.4 Teacher-Student Ratio in each level of school in Tibet (2005-2012)

School 2012 2011 2010 2009 2008 2007 2006 2005

Primar

y

school

15.49 15.45 15.84 16.33 17.24 18.00 20.65 22.95

Junior

High

School

14.50 14.95 15.66 16.31 17.15 17.91 19.49 19.38

Senior

High

School

13.07 13.15 12.84 14.11 17.01 18.39 17.92 17.35

Institut

ions of

Higher

Educat

ion

14.03 13.81 15.73 16.59 16.79 15.42 14.07

Urban regions

Number of Schools

The table 4.1.2.2.5 shows the number of schools and students in Beijing each level from 1978 to

2010 (NBSC, 2013e).

Table 4.1.2.2.5 Number of schools and student in each level in Beijing (1978-2010)

Year Number of School in each level Number of Students in each level

Instituti

ons of

Senior

High

Junior

High

Primar

y

Instituti

ons of

Senior

High

Junior

High

Primary

School
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Higher

Educati

on

School School School Higher

Educati

on

School School

1978 35 4,666 48,168 415,612 937,336

1979 48 4,534 55,073 299,974 968,723

1980 50 4,485 83,032 312,188 951,763

... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ...

1990 67 3,611 139,646 100,669 995,831

1991 67 1,168 282 3,482 136,940 565,357 93,728 1,013,268

1992 67 1,150 279 3,306 139,978 617,847 82,894 1,001,762

... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ...

2000 59 1,159 302 2,169 282,585 972,930 179,002 743,109

2001 61 1,111 289 1,960 340,248 988,985 194,283 664,443

2002 62 998 352 1,824 398,573 984,117 220,667 594,241

... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ...

2008 82 838 325 1,202 575,639 782,866 219,163 659,500

2009 88 804 305 1,160 577,154 740,396 203,477 647,101

2010 89 779 289 1,104 577,828 727,741 198,415 653,255

Teacher- student ratio

Table 4.1.2.2.6 shows teacher-student ratio in each level of school in Beijing from 2005 to 2012

(NBSC, 2013e). From that table we could easily see that teacher-student ratio on each level of
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school in Beijing is smaller than those in Qingai Province or Tibet, which means in Beijing, there

are less student sharing one teacher than in Qinghai Province or Tibet.

Table 4.1.2.2.6 Teacher-Student Ratio in each level of school in Beijing (2005-2012)

School 2012 2011 2010 2009 2008 2007 2006 2005

Primar

y

School

13.70 13.38 13.20 13.14 13.54 13.83 9.82 10.31

Junior

High

School

9.83 9.90 10.24 10.48 10.83 11.18 9.62 10.34

Senior

High

School

9.38 9.60 10.11 10.27 11.04 11.99 12.60 14.01

Institut

ions of

Higher

Educat

ion

16.39 16.22 16.24 16.41 15.92 16.37 18.08

4.2 Women`s economic empowerment in different regions

The circumstance of women participating in labor market and paid work has improved a lot during

the last 30 year all over the world (World Bank, 2012). In China, women`s employment rate has

reached 73 percentage in 2003, higher than other similar GDP level countries` and even higher

than some developed countries (Wang, 2003). Since the reform and opening up policy, China starts

the transition from an traditional agricultural country to a modernized and industrial country, and
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the change of economic structure has brought more employed opportunities for women, plus,

Chinese Constitution, the <Labor Law>, the <Women`s Rights Protection Law>, and the <Female

labor Protection Regulations> enacted by central and local government have ensured that women

and men should be equally treated in labor market (Wang, 2003; He, 2010; Li, 2010). Nevertheless,

gender discrimination still extensively exists and limited women`s opportunities of entering labor

market or working on high-paid jobs (Wang, 2003; Lin & He, 2012; Li, 2010). Though the

high-speed economic development in China leads to more job options for women, the entire

employment rate (both men`s and women`s) has shown a downward trend, and women,

particularly women in urban areas are more severely affected. For example, from 1982 to 2005, the

entire female employment rate has dropped from 82.55 percentage to 73.09 percentage, the fall

range is 8.46 percentage, 1.89 percentage bigger than men`s employment rage fall range, which

was 6.57 percentage (Li, 2010). During 2000 to 2005, the employment rate of two genders have

further declined, the employment rate of urban women has decreased by 16.5 percentage,

meanwhile, urban men`s has dropped down by 11.7 percentage, the gender gap on employment

rage has been extended to 4.8 percentage (Li, 2010).

So far, it seems that women`s economic position and empowerment in rural regions are more

successful than women in urban regions, at least they potentially to be more economically

empowered than women in urban regions. But is it the true? Can it represent other aspects such as

employment range, salary level and consumption level?

In this chapter, the author will pay attention to women`s employment situation, namely the

employment rate, employment range and income level in different regions, as well as women`s

consumptive situation in different regions.

4.2.1 Women`s employment rate, employment type and income level in different regions

Rural regions

The reason why female employment rate in rural regions is always higher than that in urban areas

is that a large proportion of women in rural area are occupied with farm business on their own
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farmland, so basically they are self-employed (Li, 2010). However, along with increasing chances

for female population to be educated, the integration of rural and urban labor market, the

employment rate of women in rural regions has declined recently, after all, rural women`s

education level is generally lower than urban women`s. Plus, gender discrimination can be more

serious in rural regions, and there will be regional discrimination when rural women are competing

with urban women for one position, all mentioned will contribute to the fall in women`s

employment percentage in rural regions. For example, in countrysides of Hebei Province,

women`s employment rate has decreased almost 20 percentage (from 98.0 percentage to 78.6

percentage) during ten years (2000-2010) (Li & Lv, 2014). Similar with the trend in the entire

country, the fall range of women is much larger than that of men (2.3 percentage, from 95.8

percentage to 93.5 percentage) (Li & Lv, 2014). From that we could also see that women`s

employed situation is less stable than men`s in rural regions, thus, a number of unemployed

women are either self-employed to the farm business, or work on some informal and seasonal

work such as selling seasonal fruit and vegetables (Li, 2008).

As what have been described before, many a woman in rural regions are either cannot afford to

higher level of education, or do not intend to obtain more knowledge beyond their daily work`s

need, the types of work rural women can be engaged in are usually low-technique and low

education level needed (Han, 2010; Liu, 2010).Women with low level of education are more likely

to work on the first and second industry1 where need to invest more physical labor (Han, 2010).

Plus, being limited to the fact of local market, there usually are less high-technique, or high level of

mental labor jobs (such as university professors, there are less universities in rural regions than in

urban regions) than in urban regions (Han, 2010; Liu, 2010). For example, in Qinghai Province, as

high as 77.54 percentage of women are engaged in agriculture, forestry, anima husbandry and

fishery and other simple service occupations like waiters in restaurant or cloth shops, and 82

percentage of them only have primary education background; 7.86 percentage of women are

engaged in commercial services such as wholesale, retail, and catering; 14.percentage of them

1 First industry refers to primary industries such as agricultural industries. Second industry refers to processing productions which
are from nature or first industry, such as manufacturing industry and construction industry. Third industry mainly refers to circulate
and service industries.
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work in the institutions of state organs, party and mass organizations, universities, scientific

research (Li, 2008). In Shandong Province, there were 52.65 percentage of rural women being

engaged in first industry (Lin & He, 2012).

As more and more male labor try to seek for job opportunities in urban regions, women are

becoming the main income source in rural regions (Han, 2010). While, the income of rural women

is much lower than men`s (approximately half) (Tang, 2011). Also the income is related to the level

of their education, more accurately, the level of their jobs. For example, in rural regions of Hebei

Province, rural women`s average annual income was 6,749 RMB, while the men`s were 12,591

RMB (12,591 RMB) (Li & Lv, 2014).

Urban regions

Women in urban regions tend to have higher level of education than those in rural regions, but the

number of highly educated women in urban region is large as well, and unlike in rural regions,

occupations offered in urban areas have higher level of requirement for employees, the female

employment rate in urban areas sometime not only lower than men`s in urban area, but also lower

than women`s in rural areas (Lin & He, 2012; Zhang, 1996). For example, in urban regions of

Hebei Province, women` employment rate was 63.9 percentage in 2000, while men`s were 78.5

percentage; by the year 2010, women`s employment rate dropped to 59.1 percentage, while men`s

were 85.5 percentage (Li & Lv, 2014). From the drop range we could see that women`s

employment situation in urban regions is more stable than in rural regions. In Shandong Province,

urban women`s employment rate was 41 percentage in 2003, while rural women`s were 49

percentage (Lin & He, 2012).

The proportion of urban women in third industry is higher than that of rural women and the

proportion of women in third industry is increasing, in the meantime, the number of women in

second and first industry is decreasing. In Beijing, 74.4 percentage of women were working on

third industry in 2004, 3.5 percentage higher than in 2000; while the proportions of women in
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second and first industry were 0.6 percentage and 24.7 percentage, 0.1 percentage and 3.4

percentage lower than in 2000 respectively (Li, 2005).

When it comes to income, due to the larger number of third industry female workers, urban

women`s average annual income is higher than rural women`s but still lower than men`s, taking

more than half of men`s average income (63.7 percentage) (Han, 2010). For example, in urban

regions of Hebei Province, women`s average annual income was 17,108 RMB, and men`s average

annual income was 25,970 RMB in 2004 (Li & Lv, 2014). There is an interesting phenomenon in

regarding to how much women can earn with different level of education in different regions.

Table 4.2.1.1 shows the income comparison based on gender, region, and educational level in

Hebei Province in 2010 (Li & Lv, 2014).

Table 4.2.1.1 Income Comparison based on Gender, Region, and Educational Level in Hebei Province (2010)

RMB

Educational

Level

Urban Regions Rural Regions

Male Female Male Female

Almost

Illiteracy

9,850 313 7,039 2,645

Primary School 9,414 2,118 8,599 3,768

Junior High

School

17,462 4,812 12,552 5,439

Senior High

School

34,131 8,537 12,088 7,172

Bachelor 25,160 22,551 18,475 18,750

Master 25,600 53,333
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From this table we could see that, the higher level of education is, the more one can earn; and in the

same level of education, men are usually earning more than women; an in lower level of education,

such as illiteracy, primary school, and junior high school, women in rural regions are earning more

than women in urban; but in the higher level of education, urban women are earning more.

4.2.2 Women`s consumptive situation in different regions

In this part, the author will concentrate on women`s consumptive structure in different regions,

namely how much basic needs take in their total expense and how much cultural activities takes in

their total cost.

Rural regions

As investigated in 2006, in rural women`s personal consumption, cloths expense took the largest

occupation with 57.9 percentage of entire cost, the following was cost of mobile phones, with 24.0

percentage of entire cost, third one was make-up expense, taking 21.82 percentage, and the fourth

one was for ornaments taking 20.6 percentage (Market and Trade, 2006).

Because of the limited economic condition, rural women`s cultural consumption such as travel,

going to gym, attending to entertain activities, is quite low. In a survey made among 377 rural

women, only 7.7 percentage of them stated that they can afford cultural activities beyond basic

living needs, and 21.2 percentage of them claim that they will be unable to save money if cultural

consumption takes too much (Zhang, 2013).

Urban regions



58

Due to the better economic condition of urban women, they invest more on individual image, such

as dresses, makeup, and orthopedic operation, with average 3,618 RMB per year (Market and

Trade, 2006). Among investigated women in 20 cities, 11.3 percentage of them claim that the

largest expense of them is traveling, over 70 percentage of them have traveling plans and 22.8

percentage of them can afford outbound tourism (Market and Trade, 2006). Women in urban

regions are more interested in shopping online since the prevalence of internet technology. Among

all the investigated urban women from 6 cities, 87.7 percentage of them are used to surfing internet

and spending 5 hours every workday (Market and Trade, 2006).

Through investing women from 20 cities, there are over 60 percentage of them having credit

cards ,and among them, almost 40 percentage are used to the consumption by credit cards (Market

and Trade, 2006).

4.3 Women`s political empowerment in different regions

Women`s political empowerment can be partly reflected by their political participation and

position, which are important aspects to measure women`s political freedom. Women have less

opportunities than men to participant into political process, and they tend to be inadequately

represented by its upper echelons (World Bank,2012). China is a traditional strict patriarchal

country, there was only one female dominator in the Chinese history.As introduced before, women,

during a fairly long period, are considered as appendage of men, and people even believe that if

women participate into political sphere, it will bring serious consequence for the country (Du,

2014). However, with the reform and opening-up policy`s implementation, Chinese people,

particularly Chinese female are exposed to some new thoughts such as feminism and

equalitarianism, and starts to notice that it is possible and necessary for them to go beyond family,

or even access to political stage (Song, 2013). Plus, the economic progress has provided more

convenience for females` political empowerment, for example, the increasingly convenient traffic

condition makes it not as difficult as before to allow women in rural areas to vote and participate in

election (Li, 2012).
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Since the founding of People`s Republic of China, particularly the reform and opening-up policy,

Chinese government has risen several bylaws to boost and ensure women`s position in political

sphere, for example, <Strengthen the Training and Selecting Women Cadres2Work in Reform and

Opening Up> in 1990 has drawn up the objectives and work plans for female cadres` training and

selection, and <Women's rights protection law> in 1995 for the first time legally defined women

and men`s equal political rights (Song, 2014). Chinese women `s political participation is showing

a slow but upward momentum (China, 2006). From 2005, female cadres` proportion at all levels of

state organs stable at around 23 percentage, the proportion of female cadres at and above the

county remain at around 16.5 percentage, among those civil servants are employed by the central

authority and its directly affiliated institutions, the proportion of women has risen from 31.5

percentage (1999) to 42.5 percentage (2009), the number of female recruitment in some places is

more than male`s (ChinaNews, 2010). Table 4.3.1 shows the number of national cadre and sex

percentage from 2000 to 2002.

Table 4.3.1 The number of national cadre and sex percentage (2000-2002)

Year Number of National Cadre (10

Thousand)

Sex Percentage (%)

Female Male Female Male

2000 1,490 2,264 36.2 63.8

2001 1,488 2,562 36.7 63.3

2002 1,493 2,498 37.4 62.6

In this chapter, the author will give a basic description of women`s political participation in local

2 Cadre here means all female workers in local and central government, ruling party, as well as political and social
organizations.
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government in different regions, but go beyond it by introducing women`s vote right and political

sense in different regions.

rural regions

In rural areas, the most common form of civil residence is villages, one of the most basic and

popular manage model is villager autonomy. The massive outflow of young rural labor force

leaves women the main impetus of economic and political development in rural areas, in addition,

the level of women`s education has improved a lot as discussed before, but the level and

participation ability of women's political participation has not improved accordingly (Song, 2014).

Generally, women`s political empowerment in rural regions shows the following two

characteristics.

Firstly, women account for low proportion in local government and their positions are not

consistent with their contribution.As mentioned before, women in rural areas are one of forces that

cannot be ignored for local economic and political construction, however, not only the number of

female staff in local government such as village committee is lower than male`s, the positions for

women are mostly deputy, and their usually work on some traditional female affairs such as female

leader, birth control, or endowment insurance (Song, 2014; Yuan & Li, 2013). For example,

Songjia Village, a small village in Shandong Province, with 1,853 population, the village

committee consists of 4 persons, and only one of them is female, and her position is female leader

(Song, 2014). This is not a special case for Qiujia City, where there are 44 villages like Songjia,

and proportion of female cadre is between 0 to 25 percentage in 68 thousand population (Song,

2014). Even in some villages, the reason they have female cadre is because it is mandatory, and all

female cadres` position is female leader (Song, 2014). All mentioned above lead to women`s less

influence and voice during the decision-making process.

Secondly, The breadth and depth of rural women's democratic participation is not enough. Rural

women tend to be consciousness towards voting and being elected, therefore, the phenomenon of
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giving up or transferring the voting right occurs every now and then; some women do not even

know or are not sure if they have rights to vote, or worse, some of them do not dare to express their

thoughts and needs since they are week or of doubt (Song, 2014; Yuan & Li, 2013; Zhou, 2006;

Gao & Zhang, 2014).

Urban regions

Women in urban regions are better educated than those in rural regions generally, therefore their

political participation level is higher than rural regions, though still lower than men`s in urban

regions (Zhou, 2006). Female cadres in urban areas work on broader range instead of being limited

in female leader, endowment insurance and family planning, some of them are employed by

provincial administrative unit, but still most of their positions are still deputy (only 10 percent are

principal) (Cai, 2012; Zhou, 2006; Wu, 2010). Women in urban areas have stronger political

consciousness but still not as strong as men`s. Taking Lanzhou Municipality, the capital of Gansu

Province as an example, among 524 investigated women (cover range from female manager to

lower-level employees), 41.5 percentage of them claim their positive attitude towards political

participation, and the higher level of education they have, the more positive their attitudes are, and

58.3 percentage of them can access related political information frequently (Cai, 2012).

There is another difference in forms of participating politics between rural and urban women. In

urban areas, beyond serving for local government directly, women have more choices to indirectly

take part in politics. For example, in Lanzhou Municipality, women are less likely to be politically

involved via joining parties (11.9 percentage out of total female participation); 52.32 of them

prefer quasi political groups such as Trade Union, Workers' Congress, and Women's Federation;

and 34.9 of them choose to attend interest and training groups such as Chamber of Commerce,

Academic Organizations, and Unicode Consortium, to indirectly participate political process

(Zhou, 2006; Cai, 2012). In Shanghai, female participation rate of quasi political groups is as high

as 81.5 percentage, and female participation rate of interest and training groups is 62.7 percentage,

while female party participation rate is only 16.7 percentage, lower than male`s (22.9 percentage)

(Zhou, 2006).
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Generally women in urban areas have little difficulties in voting and expressing their political

opinions, and women in urban areas enjoy more possibilities of political contact than women in

rural areas due to mass media including Television, newspapers, radio, and internet (Zhou, 2006).

In Shanghai, 100 percentage of women watch TV, and 99.6 percentage of women read newspapers,

91.7 percentage of women listen to radios, and 84.4 percentage of women can access internet, and

among the information they have been accessing, over half are news information, and political

news information takes around a quarter (Zhou, 2006).
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5. Analysis

Friedmann`s (Dis)Empowerment Model offers a way to compare women`s empowerment between

two regions, by measuring the following eight domains.

5.1 Defensible life space

Defensible life space refers to a basic space for household members working on daily activities

such as cooking, eating, sleeping and personal possessions securing, but here it goes beyond the

concept of physical space, it also includes the neighborhood where the household develop their

socializing and life-supporting activities in the context of non-market relation (Friedmann, 1992. P

68). In this case, it refers to women`s neighborhood in different regions.

Rural regions

It is hard to gain detailed information about each female`s livelihood situation, but based on the

general picture of the several selected rural regions, namely Tibet and Qinghai Province, the

defensible life space can be roughly measured. First of all, these two regions are mainly consist of

minority ethics, and the characteristic of those people is that within the minority, they are very

united and the socializing inside the ethic is frequently. Some of the minorities are not quite

friendly towards people from outer society.

Urban regions

The most frequently mentioned urban regions, Beijing and Shanghai, are two of the most

developed cities in China, with a large number of people who is not local. For people in urban

regions, most socializing and other non-market activities take place in their communities, where

are protected by securities and always have security alarm system.
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5.2 Surplus time

Surplus time refers to extra time besides that for gaining a subsistence livelihood, for example, the

time spent on journey to wage-paid work, time for buying such as water, food, and other basic

consumption items, as well as the time time spent on illness (Friedmann, 1992. P 68). Surplus time

is very important since without it, household`s options will be constrained (Friedmann, 1992. P 68).

Unfortunately there is no clue for women in rural or urban regions to illustrate how much time they

have spent besides work.

5.3 Knowledge and skills

This refers to educational levels as well as mastery of professional skills. This is important for poor

households since they regard education and technical training crucial to enhance their long-term

economic prospects (Friedmann, 1992. P 68). Therefore, in this dimension, we will focus on

women`s educational level and technical level in different regions.

Females` educational situation in rural regions has been improved largely indeed, with the increase

in enrollment rate of compulsory education and secondary education, and reduction of illiterate

rate. However, when it comes to higher level of education, the number of female students in rural

regions is much less than that in urban regions, and the higher teacher-student ratio, less

prevalence of Internet technology make it more difficult for rural female students to access

insufficient educational sources.

In regards to technical level, a large number of women in rural areas (over 70 percentage) tend to

learn no more than their daily needed technologies, which leads to women in rural regions are less

professional in some positions than urban women. The employment structure seconds this point as

well. In rural regions, women are mostly occupied by first and second industry, in which they need

invest more physical efforts, instead of third industry where need mental efforts a lot. Meanwhile,
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women in urban regions have more chances to work on high-paid and high educational and

technical level needed positions.

Therefore, in regards to this dimension, rural women are absolutely weaker than urban women.

5.4 Appropriate information

It can be formal or informal, relating to household`s struggle for subsistence, for instance,

information on methods of healthy living child care, domestic duties and public services. In

addition, it also refers to political and paying employment information (Friedmann, 1992. P 68).

Women in urban regions are more likely to enjoy Internet technique to gain information they need.

In addition, as stated in political empowerment chapter, one of the reasons why urban women have

stronger political conscious than rural women, is because the internet technology allows them to

obtain information online, and political information is one of the main information types they seek

forwardly.

Moreover, over half (52.32 percentage) of urban women are involved in quasi political groups and

Trade Union, and 34.9 of them are involved in training and interest groups, where they will have

more chances to contact with people, and more possibly to gain appropriate information they

require.

Therefore, as to this dimension, urban women are more advantaged than rural women.

5.5 Social organization
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This helps to connect household members to outer society with relevant information, mutual

support, and collective action (Friedmann, 1992. P 68). As already stated above, urban women are

more likely to participate into quasi political groups and training and interest groups, where they

can not only gain relevant information they care about, but also gain more support due to their

share similar purpose and actions within one organization.

5.6 Social networks

It helps to enhance one`s self-reliance, and horizontally it can cross among relatives, friends, and

neighbors, or vertically it can go up through to higher level of social hierarchy in the community

(Friedmann,1992. P 68-69). Similarly situation with surplus time, there is no clear clue about this

section, therefore, it is hard to judge whether urban women or rural women are stronger in social

networks. However, based on the political participation situation in both regions, women in urban

regions seem to be more self-reliant.

5.7 Instruments of work and livelihood

This refers to tools used in formal and informal work, such as healthy bodies, and other equipment

such as bikes, stoves, sewing machine, and so on (Friedmann, 1992. P 69). Though it is hard to

obtain detailed figures towards equipment such as bikes, stoves, we can pay attention to life

expectancy and access to medical service, urban women tend to live longer than rural women, and

standard of medical resources` availability for urban women is higher than for rural women. We

could see that generally urban women are more possible to be healthier than rural women. Plus,

based on their consumptive custom, cultural and entertainment consumption takes larger part of

urban women`s daily expense than rural women`s, we can reasonably speculate that urban women

are more adequate in regards to equipment and tools to maintain subsistence.

5.8 Financial resources
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Financial resources includes one household`s pure income as well as access to loan and credits

(Friedmann, 1992. P 69). Though under the national background of declining employment rate,

urban women seems to be more effected than rural women, if we pay attention to the employment

structure, women in rural regions are more likely to work on first and second industry, while more

women in urban regions are engaged by third industry since they have higher level of education

and more job opportunities. The salary offered in first and second industry is far lower than that

offered in third industry. In rural regions, women`s income accounts for only half of men`s, while

in urban regions, women`s income accounts for 63.7 percentage of men`s. Thus, we could say that

urban women`s financial situation is better than rural women`s.

The consumption structure of women in both regions seconds the result we have made, since urban

women`s cultural consumption (such as travel) is higher than rural women`s, and around 40

percentage of urban women are using credit card to pay frequently.
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6.Conclusion

6.1 How has economic development impacted women`s empowerment in rural regions?

The truth is rural women`s condition have improved largely indeed. From what we have discussed,

the percentage of missing women is reducing, from 63 per 10,000 people to 25.6 per 10,000 people.

Though the number is still larger than average number, the reduced scope is 38.4 per 10,000 people.

Rural women`s medical condition has been promoted as well, from 22 health technical personnel,

20.01 sickbeds per 10,000 people to 34 health technical personnel, 31.14 sickbeds per 10,000

people.

In educational section, rural women`s improvement mostly reflects on the increase enrollment rate

for primary school and junior high school, in other words, more and more rural female can accept

compulsory education, which contributes to the reduction of rural female illiteracy. The number of

female student in higher level of education has increased almost 16,000 in 13 years, but with a low

start point, 1568 female students in Tibet. The ratio of teacher-student in almost each level has

decreased as well, from 22,95 to 15.49 in primary school in Tibet.

The number of employed women in rural regions has increased but over half of them work on the

first and second industry, which means lower paid and longer work time, and based on the EC and

their consumption custom, the main expense of them are still basic subsistence.

Political empowerment of rural regions is the weakest in all these four sections, with few female

participant in local government and infirm conscious of voting and being elected.

6.2 How has economic development impacted women`s empowerment in urban regions?

Urban women`s conditions on all discussed sections are higher than the average level and rural

women`s. For instance, the number of missing women in urban regions has decreased from 26.1
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per 10,000 people to 22.20 per 10,000 people. Women in urban regions can more easily access

medical service than women in rural regions, from 50 health technical personnel, 49 sickbeds per

10,000 people to 85 health technical personnel, 68.84 sickbeds per 10,000 people.

In educational sphere, urban women are more advantaged, comparing with rural women in respect

of enrollment rate, number of female student, teacher-student ratio in each level of education. The

enrollment rates of primary school and junior high school are almost 100 percent, and for higher

level of education, teacher-student ratio has fallen from 18.8 to 16.39 in Beijing.

Urban women who have higher level of educational background have more opportunities to be

employed by the third industry, which means higher salary and more settled work time and

workload. But for urban women with lower level of education, they are less empowered than rural

women with same level of education.

In political sphere, in urban regions, the share of female participant is still less than male`s, but for

those women work for political business, their occupation extent has been lager. Women in urban

regions have stronger political conscious and they are more likely to attend political-related

organizations.

6.3 Is there any regional pattern for Chinese women`s empowerment?

The answer to this question would be yes. Based on what have been analyzed before, women in

rural regions are less advantaged in terms of knowledge and skills, appropriate information, social

organization, instruments of work and livelihood, and financial resources, than urban women; and

possibly weaker in respect of defensible life space and social network. As stated by Friedmann,

progress along each single domain can lead to higher level of social power and empowerment,

therefore, we could draw the conclusion that, overall, women in rural regions are less empowered

than women in urban regions. And according to what have discussed above, we could see that both
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rural and urban women`s have been largely empowered than before and than men, particularly for

rural women, whose social and economic empowerment have been improved a lot; though there is

still a long way to for rural women to catch up with urban women`s empowered situation, the gap

is reducing.
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Appendix 1 GDP and GDPGrowth Rate in each Chinese City in 2012 (NBSC, 2013f)

City GDP (billion RMB) GDP Growth Rate

Guizhou 680.2 13.6%

Yunnan 1031 13.0%

Gansu 556.9 12.6%

Shanxi 1445.1 12.9%

Guangxi 1303.1 11.3%

Qinghai 188.4 12.3%

Shanxi 1211.3 10.1%

Ningxia 232.7 11.5%

Tibet 70.1 11.8%

Chongqing 1145.9 13.6%

Inner Mongolia 1598.8 11.7%

Anhui 1721.2 12.1%

Sichuan 2385 12.6%

Guangdong 5706.8 8.2%

Hunan 2215.4 11.3%

Hainan 285.5 9.1%

Fujian 1970.2 11.4%

Xinjiang 753 12.0%
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Shandong 5001.3 9.8%

Henan 3000 10.1%

Hubei 2225 11.3%

Hebei 2657.5 9.6%

Jiangxi 1294.9 11.0%

Liaoning 2480.1 9.5%

Jiangsu 5405.8 10.1%

Zhejiang 3460.6 8.0%

Jilin 1193.8 12.0%

Shanghai 2010.1 7.5%

Beijing 1780.1 7.7%

Tianjin 1288.5 13.8%

Heilongjiang 1369.2 10.0%
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Appendix 2 Engel Coefficient in different Chinese Cities in 2012 (NBSC, 2013f)

City Urban Rural

National 0.362 0.393

Inner Mongolia 0.308 0.373

Beijing 0.313 0.332

Shanxi 0.316 0.334

Jilin 0.317 0.305

Shandong 0.330 0.343

Hebei 0.336 0.339

Ningxia 0.339 0.353

Henan 0.341（2011） 0.361（2011）

Zhejiang 0.351 0.377

Jiangsu 0.354 0.374

Shanghai 0.354（2011）

Liaoning 0.355（2011）

Gansu 0.358 0.398

Heilongjiang 0.361 0.379

Guangdong 0.369 0.490

Hunan 0.373 0.439

Qinghai 0.378 0.348

Anhui 0.387 0.393

Guangxi 0.390 0.428

Fujian 0.394 0.460

Yunnan 0.394 0.456

Jiangxi 0.397 0.435

Guizhou 0.402（2011）

Sichuan 0.404 0.468

Chongqing 0.415 0.442

Hainan 0.448（2011）
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Tibet 0.498（2011）

Macao 0.300（2002）

Hongkong 0.294（2002）

Taiwan 0.225(2004) 0.245(2004)


