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Abstract 
Many studies have been carried out throughout the world on how street-connected 

children relate to the streets, but not enough of these studies are seen through a gender 

perspective. Hence, the general conception of street-connected children is in some 

manner still mainstreamed, which casts an image claiming all children in the same 

category. This demonstrates that there is currently a missing gap of knowledge. This 

study covers whether the role of gender could affect the lives of the children that live 

and work on the streets, through a qualitative research in the field with 28 interviewees. 

These interviews were largely conducted in Brikama, Serekunda, Topkunda, Farafenni, 

Madina Salaam and Bakau in The Gambia, where the majority of the Gambian NGOs 

and street-connected children is located. The results from analysing these interviews 

pointed towards the same pattern: that there were a few similarities in the livelihoods of 

the street-connected boys and girls. However, the differences concerning their 

livelihoods on the streets were greater since the findings demonstrated that their 

challenges and opportunities of achieving the Ten Central Human Capabilities were 

different. Street-connected boys and street-connected girls were both exposed to child 

labour. The main difference was, street-connected boys, who lived in groups, worked in 

car garages, fish industries and for shop owners, while the few girls who permanently 

lived on the streets, were alone and sexual exploited. This research is thus not merely a 

contribution to the studies of street-connected children, but how gender is relating to the 

streets. Furthermore, a contribution to improve these vulnerable children’s livelihoods 

and also increase the awareness through the perspective of humanities, which might be 

crucial in future policy recommendations and research. 
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1. Introduction  
The children are the leaders of tomorrow and therefore it is relevant to perpetuating the 

studies on vulnerable children, which requires further attention, in particular for future 

empowerment and policy recommendations (United Nations Educational, Scientific and 

Cultural Organisation, 2015; Turnbull et al. 2009). Thus, this chapter will introduce an 

overview on why the chosen topic and the objective are of great importance. 

Furthermore, this chapter will also present the research problem and questions, which 

are relevant for testing our study. 

 

1.1 Introduction to Street Children 
Referring to the United Nations convention on ‘The Rights of the Child’ (1989: 3), 

every child has the right to basic needs, education, nutrition, shelter, health care and 

protection. However, currently, the principles have still not been applied for all children 

in the world since ‘The Rights of the Child’ principles do not mention, for example, 

children that have the streets as their habitual abode (United Nations Office of the High 

Commissioner for Human Rights, 2012: 7). Hence, it could be considered that the 

convention ‘The Rights of the Child’ is not applied in terms of street children, which is 

a growing concern worldwide (ibid).  

Although 196 countries have become state parties1to the Convention of ‘The 

Rights of the Child’, the issue surrounding street children is still rising (OHCHR, 2016; 

Human Rights Watch, 2014). These increasing numbers are also affected by ignorance 

and statistical errors as well as short terms solutions, which could hamper the 

development. Therefore, the state parties must ensure the children their rights.  

Street children is frequently exposed to exploitation within the sex industry, child 

labour market and the majority are suffering from daily harassments by both adults and 

other children on the streets. The consequences of this street life might, for instance, 

lead to mental illness, HIV and other sexually transmitted infections from sexual abuse 

and harassments (Ibid). Furthermore, life on the streets can reduce a child’s capability to 

function within the social structure since their moral perception of what is right and 

wrong can be fallible due to lack of education, parental guidance and psychological 

support (United Nations International Children Emergency Fund, 2011; Ali Abro, 2012: 

17).  

                                                
1 State Parties: Countries that have both signed and ratified the Rome Statute of International Criminal 
Court. 
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The United Nations Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (2012) 

estimates that the number of street children to be around 100 million, where the 

majority are located in South America and India. Nevertheless, it is a misconception 

that street children is solely present in developing countries since it is a widespread 

phenomenon. For example, the amount of children living on the streets, also evident in 

the UK, they are not called ‘Street Children’, but ‘Homeless’ (Consortium for Street 

Children, 2015).   

Nevertheless, the definition of street children is unclear and complicated due to 

the many definitions of what street children is. The most common descriptions are; 

‘Children on the Streets’ and ‘Children of the Streets’, where the first refers to children, 

who are either orphans or children who have at least one living parent. These children 

are working on the streets during the days and are returning home at nights while the 

latter definition refers to children who are working and living on the streets permanently 

without any home to return to (OHCHR, 2012: 7ff).  

Further complications in the context of street children, is the difficulty of 

estimating the number of street children in the world due to the lack of registration 

(Humanium, 2015). Therefore, this research will use the definition, ‘Street-Connected 

Children’ since it defines the street-connected children as social actors, and not as a 

“homogenous population” (cited in OHCHR, 2012: 10).  

It is utterly important to apply a specific definition that gives a clearer description 

of the identity of the children that has a connection to the streets since the lack of clarity 

excludes some categories of street-connected children. Hence, neglecting the fact that 

all children are ensured of a life in dignity and the opportunity to prosper.  

 

1.2 The Gambian Context 
As a state party of ‘The Rights of the Child’, The Gambia’s efforts in promoting 

gender2 equality and health care access relating to children’s rights has been 

acknowledged (OHCHR, 2016; Humanium, 2012).   

Its advocacy for children’s rights has, thereof, contributed to the perpetuation of 

the country’s constant efforts, where The Gambia has been recognised for its work in 

the area of clearing away the Almudous3from the streets in the mid-90s. This effort and 

                                                
2 Gender: Gender in this thesis will be referred as biological sexes, and this will be explained further on 
page 11.  
3 Almudous: Almudous, are in particular boys who are sent by their parents to an informal Islamic school 
to learn the Qur’an from a Marabout. 
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the acknowledgement of children’s rights have resulted in the image of not having 

children living on the streets (Horne, 1995: 1ff).  

Nonetheless, these factors are not the only underlying causes that created this 

image; there is also the role of the extended family. As with many societies across the 

globe, extended families are also very common in The Gambia. This traditional family 

oriented structure has been enacted throughout the history and operates in a manner, 

where collective ways of living and the importance of a communal wellbeing are more 

preferable than individualist societies (Rombo et al. 2014: 32-34). 

In line with this, the family system could be perceived as an ‘Informal Welfare 

System’4, where families with family oriented structure are actively involved in rearing 

each other’s children (ibid). 

Nevertheless, despite the major transformation relating to children’s rights, the 

procedure has unfortunately not been sustainable (Humanium, 2012). The Gambia still 

faces issues with children living and working on the streets, where the Government is 

currently breaching the ‘The Rights of the Child’, and has not succeeded to embody 

gender equality. As a consequence, by depriving the children of their rights, the children 

face a higher risk of psychological distress and may resort to anti-social behaviours that 

cover a vast range of activities, such as, gambling, stealing and taking drugs as well as 

prostitutions. Furthermore, the perpetuation of gender discrimination could maintain a 

structure where street-connected girls are more disadvantage in terms of their rights to 

protect their own body and life (OHCHR, 2012: 13; Humanium, 2012; Ali Abro, 2012: 

20ff; Social Institutions & Gender Index, 2015: 1-2).  

As Ali Abro (2012) states; “Children are the future leaders of our nation”. Thus, 

it is crucial to adhere to the principles of the ‘The Rights of the Child’, and taking into 

account the gender equality since the country’s socio-economic progress may be 

threatened due to the denial of the children’s fundamental rights. If opportunities for 

empowerment for the next generation are not provided, it will impede their future 

abilities. As a result, The Gambia will face a continuation of the slow progress of 

human skills and ignorance from lack of knowledge (OHCHR, 2012:13; Humanium, 

2012). This, therefore, is the underlying reason for studying the livelihoods of street-

connected boys and street-connected girls in The Gambia. 

 

                                                
4 Informal welfare system: Informal care that is not provided by the state 
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1.3 Introduction to the Research Problem  
As mentioned previously, despite the fact that The Gambia has ratified ‘The Rights of 

the Child’ in 1990, there are still many children who are currently living and working 

on the streets. Hence, these children are, therefore, at major risk of discrimination, abuse 

and exploitation (OHCHR, 2012: 10).  

In order to improve their self- determination and self- development, it is crucial to 

address the differences in livelihoods between street-connected boys compared street-

connected girls since there are not enough studies of this subject. (UNESCO, 2015; Ali 

Abro, 2012; Turnbull et al. 2009; Humanium, 2012) The majority of the available 

studies have also placed street-connected boys and girls in the same category, as street-

connected children as a whole. This creates a mistaken mainstream perception on the 

livelihoods of the gender, which could differ vastly (Ali Abro, 2012; Humanium, 2012, 

2015; OHCHR, 2012; CSC, 2015). Thus, the question needs to be asked whether there 

are any differences between the street-connected boys and street-connected girls, 

differences which are large enough to require implementations of separate measures for 

the different gender. 

The lack of adequate studies of distinguishing between the livelihoods of the 

different genders could lead to further difficulties when assisting the street-connected 

boys and street-connected girls in future procedures since the children might have 

suffered from psychological and physical disorders in different ways (Griffin, 2013).  

Therefore, it is crucial to take into account every aspect of the issues faced by 

street-connected children in order to facilitate the procedures for improving the support 

for children working and living on the streets. By ignoring the missing knowledge, the 

consequences could be severe, and thus stresses the need to explore the differences 

between street-connected boys and girls livelihoods to identify the missing gap of 

knowledge.  

In order to attempt to identify the missing gap of knowledge, this study has been 

conducted through collecting data from primarily, secondary sources such as 

international organisations, local organisations, private authorities and not street-

connected children per se due to the ethical considerations.  

 

 1.3.1 Objective 
The objective of this study is to research whether gender is a critical factor impacting on 

the livelihood of street-connected children, to better understand the differences between 

boys and girls living and working on the streets in The Gambia. Furthermore, to 
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contribute to the knowledge base informing future policy recommendations with 

regards to the gender of street-connected children.  

A qualitative study in the field has been carried out by collecting information 

concerning street-connected boys and street-connected girls through the triangulation 

concept and snowballing sampling method in The Gambia. These findings will be 

analysed through the perspective of the Ten Central Human Capabilities in the 

Capability Theory of Justice, pioneered by Martha Nussbaum.  

 

1.3.2 Research Questions  
• How do the livelihoods differ between the boys and girls living and working on 

the streets in The Gambia? 

- How do the respondents perceive the differences between the livelihoods of 

boys and girls surviving on the streets in The Gambia?  

- What challenges do the respondents consider that boys and girls face on the 

streets within The Gambia? 

- What opportunities do street-connected boys and street-connected girls 

encounter on the streets in The Gambia, according to the respondents?  

 

1.3.3 Disposition 
The structure of this research will consist of seven chapters. The introduction chapter 

will provide an overview of the chosen subject and why the topic is important to 

research, in particular within The Gambia.  The chapter will also consist of four 

research questions.  

The analytical framework that have been used in this research will be presented in 

the second chapter as well as why this analytical framework is considered to be the most 

appropriate for this study. The framework that has been applied and used to analyse the 

findings, is Martha Nussbaum’s ‘Capability Theory of Justice’, which is an extended 

version of the ‘Capability Approach’ developed by Amartya Sen.  

The third chapter will introduce the background of the materials, and the 

methodology utilised to collect the data. This chapter will also include the definitions of 

‘Street-Connected Children’, and ‘Livelihoods’, the rationale for the decision to select 

The Gambia as a relevant place to perform this field study and the method of selection 

of the respondents. Furthermore, why a qualitative method was considered to be the 

most appropriate method to address the research questions and the rationale behind this 
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study’s observations. This chapter ends with the limitations, delimitations and the 

ethical considerations of this study. 

The fourth chapter will present the findings and is divided into six main sections. 

These sections will be based on the research questions, and demonstrate the differences 

street-connected boys and street-connected girls face on the streets.  

The fifth chapter will comprise of ten sections, where the findings will be 

analysed based on Nussbaum’s the ‘Ten Central Human Capabilities’ from her 

Capability Theory of Justice, and applied to the research questions.  

The conclusion chapter will summarise the main arguments, whether there are any 

differences between street-connected boys’ and street-connected girls’ livelihoods, and 

why further research concerning any differences is crucial to taking into account. 

Finally, the last chapter will present the chosen references.  
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2. Analytical Framework 
In the ‘Analytical Framework’ chapter, the selected approach for this study is 

introduced and a rationale is provided behind this framework, and why this framework 

is considered to be relevant and suitable for this research.   

 

2.1 Introduction to the Analytical Framework 
Amartya Sen introduced the ‘Capability Approach’ in the 1980s where he presented a 

new measurement on poverty which went further than the traditional economic 

measures. He discussed the importance of ‘Functionings’ referring to what individuals 

are capable of doing and being. These functionings are reflecting the individual’s 

quality of life and their interpretation of what a valuable life should be (Sen in Kumar & 

Fukuda- Parr, 2004: 43).   

The Capability Approach furthers the discourse concerning the capability to function 

where an individual has the freedom and the opportunity to choose a life which they 

consider to be valuable.  

The Capability Approach has been used in previous studies into the deprivation of 

street children. This could, therefore, be considered a valid analytical framework to 

apply to this research, where the approach encompasses two central aspects: capabilities 

to function and the importance of living a valuable life. Nevertheless, the framework 

developed by Sen might not be solely sufficient since its structure still incorporates, to 

some extent, the economic aspect as well as the access to resources. Hence, it has been 

considered necessary to apply an extended version of the Capability Approach, where 

the focus is in the context of humanities and gender to validate the results of this study 

(Nussbaum, 2000; Kleist, 2016).  

This study has, therefore, applied Martha Nussbaum’s ‘Capability Theory of 

Justice’, where she incorporates women justice in her framework as an essential factor 

in the context of development which contributes to a more profound understanding of 

the chosen subject (Nussbaum, 2000).  

Nussbaum’s emphasis is on human dignity rather than freedom which Sen 

supports. She also underlines the importance of human powers and additional factors 

which impact on the individual's’ capability to function. Hence, capabilities are 

essential, but not sufficient. This will be further discussed under the headline ‘Martha 

Nussbaum as an Analytical Framework’ (Nussbaum & Dixon, 2012: 557-558). 
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This framework is believed to be suitable for this field study since the livelihood 

of the Gambian street-connected children is not necessarily measured within an 

economic perspective but in opportunities, motivations and hopes (Robeyns, 2003: 24).  

In confining to Nussbaum’s analytical framework, the understanding of the street-

connected children’s livelihoods and their development will increase due to the assumed 

freedom they have to choose how to function (Schimmel, 2006: 212). From the Ten 

Central Human Capabilities based on the Capability Approach, it could be interpreted 

that street-connected children find it harder to recognise their true capabilities while 

they remain on the streets (Ibid).  

Through this framework, it is hoped that a greater understanding will be gained of 

the respective genders’ positions and if there are any possibilities to confront this 

phenomenon concerning the livelihoods of street-connected boys in contrast to street-

connected girls. 

 

2.2 Martha Nussbaum as an Analytical Framework 
The ‘Capability Theory of Justice’, developed by Martha Nussbaum is applied in this 

research, where she emphasises human dignity within the framework of humanities. 

This will contribute to a wider knowledge of the individuals and their; ‘hopes, desires, 

aspirations, motivations and decisions’ (Robeyns, 2003: 24).   

Moreover, she continues by stressing how significant ‘Human dignity’ and 

‘Equality between the genders’ are, as well as the rights of the individuals to shape their 

own lives (Nussbaum, 2000, 2011).   

Nussbaum (2000: 78ff) argues the importance of the Ten Central Human 

Capabilities in her Capability Theory of Justice from a gender perspective, which she 

presents as the conditions that are required for a dignified human life.  She lists them as 

follows:  

(I) Life: All human beings should have the opportunity of longevity, leastwise 

until their life is no longer endurable.  

(II) Bodily Health: The opportunity of being in good health and the right to 

shelter and be properly nourished should be entitled to each individual. The 

reproduction rights are also included in this section. 

(III) Bodily Integrity: The possibility of securely transferring oneself without 

restrictions and any sort of assaults. Furthermore, being able to decide on issues 

concerning reproduction and intimate pleasure.  
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(IV) Senses, Imaginations and Thoughts: Each individual should have the 

capability to use their ‘senses, imaginations and thoughts’ without being restricted. 

Nussbaum argues that each individual should do these things in a ‘truly human’ way, 

where education has played a significant role.  

Their freedom of expression in regards to political and artistic speech as well as 

the freedom of religious exercise should be protected, when using their mind.  

(V) Emotions: No human being should be prevented from expressing their 

feelings or being emotional devoted to other people.  

(VI) Practical Reasons: Each individual should have the capability to use their 

own conscience or rather their ‘conception of good’ to decide and plan their own 

actions.  

(VII) Affiliation: The ability of association and interaction with fellow humans in 

order to understand other people's life perspectives. Correspondingly, to be treated with 

equal respect and consideration, regardless of appearance, origin, belief and sexuality.   

(VIII) Other Species: Every individual is entitled of being able to live in a world 

of nature and be able to demonstrate their concern and respect for nature in regards to 

animals and plants.  

(IX) Play: Each individual should be able to enjoy activities of recreation.    

(X) Control over one’s Environment: Each individual should have the 

opportunity to engage in political decisions that affect and control their lives. All 

individuals should also have the same possibilities regarding material ownership, 

humane employment and respectable relationships with colleagues.  

According to Nussbaum, these ten capabilities do not only provide opportunities 

and possibilities to function but also, enable individuals to achieve their functionings 

(Nussbaum, 2000: 233; Robeyns, 2003: 23ff).  

In order to extend the Capability Approach, and enable the Ten Central Human 

Capabilities Nussbaum advocates the role of the government as well as its obligation to 

support and implement the capabilities listed above in the mandate (Nussbaum, 2011: 

32-34).  

However, one should consider that Nussbaum is influenced by Western thoughts, 

whereby her Ten Central Human Capabilities might be more appropriate for countries 

with a democratic system, where political equality is available (Richardson, 2000: 

314ff).  
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One might argue that the Ten Central Human Capabilities are in some manner 

unrealistic since she uses one blueprint for every individual and countries. She ignores 

that they have different priorities and ideas of what a dignified human life might be. 

Furthermore, some capabilities might not be relevant for certain countries today since 

many lack the required resources and the knowledge (Ibid; Kliest, 2013: 10-19). 

However, Nussbaum focuses on comparing the individuals who have achieved a certain 

level of the Ten Central Human Capabilities with the ones who have not. Consequently, 

she ignores the differences between the individuals within these two categories (Stein, 

2009: 494-498). 

Despite the critiques, she still proposes a well-defined and widely accepted model, 

which all nations can adopt (Robeyns, 2003: 24-25, 2011: 12-13). Countries have the 

possibility to interpret the capabilities independently in order to make them suitable for 

their circumstances. Thus, realising that her theory could be understood in different 

ways, where her framework can give support in the work for greater equality and 

dignity (Robeyns, 2011: 13; Nussbaum & Dixon, 2012: 553). These Ten Central Human 

Capabilities are essential for all humans, and no distinction should be made in regards to 

gender or social status. Therefore, this approach is applicable for this paper.  
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3. Methodological Framework 
This section will introduce the chosen methods and methodologies, materials, literature 

review and its limitations. It will also discuss the selections of informants and the areas 

of observations as well as the definition of street-connected children and livelihoods. 

Furthermore, the ethical issues faced will be discussed and why it was decided to 

delimit this thesis.  

 

3.1 Definitions  
3.1.1 Definitions of Street-Connected Children 
The term ‘Street Child’ was developed in the 1980s to describe children on the streets 

and of the streets. Children that worked on the streets and returned home after their 

work shifts and the latter, children, who have the streets as their habitual abode, with no 

support from their families. However, they could still preserve a relation with their 

families (OHCHR, 2012: 9-10).  

Nonetheless, since the term did not reflect accurately on the children’s livelihoods 

on the streets it is no longer valid. The term also became difficult to apply in studies, 

practises and procedures that involved the reintegration of children that work and live 

on the streets. Therefore, street-connected children has become a commonly used term 

to describe children and their strong relationship to the street and for that reason the 

terminology ‘street-connected children’ has been applied for this thesis (ibid).  

It is important to acknowledge that children that work and live on the streets are 

social actors and not merely a “homogenous population” (cited in OHCHR, 2012: 10) 

as described in the 1980s.   

Therefore, this study will use the United Nations Office of High Commissioner 

for Human Rights (2012) definition since it will embrace a holistic approach and 

include a wide range of social actors such as ‘Street Market Children’, ‘Orphans’ and 

children that have run away from their home (OHCHR, 2012: 9-10). These definitions 

of children, in particular, those who are under the age of 16, that live and work on the 

streets has been applied since early maturity might be forced upon very young children 

and deprive them of their childhood. 

The United Nations Office of High Commissioner for Human Rights (2012) 

defined ‘Street-Connected Children’ as; 
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A street-connected child is understood as a child whom the street is a central reference 

point- one which plays a significant role in his/her everyday life and identity. The term 

‘street-connected’ is now more widely used to describe the broad range of experiences 

children and youth have on the streets: some live on the street; some work on the street; 

some street-connected children maintain relationships with their family whereas others 

break all contact; some are on the streets currently and some are off the streets but 

could be easily drawn back there. All of them have strong connections to the street.  

 

We decided to also include the Almudous within the category of ‘Street-Connected 

Boys’ in this paper since they are to a large extent, boys. Despite, having a home, these 

boys spend most of their time on the streets and begging, without supervision. Thus, 

they can also be considered as exploited as the street-connected boys (Humanium, 2012; 

Horne, 1995: 1-2).  

 

3.1.2 Definition of Gender 
We are aware of that the term ‘Gender’ is generally referred as a socially constructed 

identity and not a biological sex. However, in the thesis, we defined the term ‘Gender’ 

as ‘boys’ and ‘girls’ due to the predominant religion and practice in The Gambia. The 

Gambian legal systems has maintained the Sharia laws, therefore ‘a man’ is generally 

defined as ‘masculine’ while  ‘a woman’ is considered to exemplify femininity (BBC, 

2015; Eaton, 2000: 91). Therefore, many of our respondents are influenced by these 

legal systems and considered gender as sex, which we took into account when we 

interviewed them. For that reason we continued to utilise the concept, when writing the 

thesis in order to avoid confusion. A confusion that could erupt, if discussing the term, 

‘Gender’ with the respondents, but writing the term, ‘Sex' in the paper. 

Furthermore, by using the concept, ‘Gender’ would facilitate our analysis since 

Martha Nussbaum defined ‘Gender’ as ‘Woman’ and ‘Man’. (Nussbaum, 2000)  

 

3.1.3 Definition of Livelihoods 
The Red Cross (2015) description on the livelihoods have been in usage in this study, 

and it reads as follow; “[...] people’s capabilities, assets, income and activities required 

to secure the necessities of life” for instance, water, food and shelter. 

 

3.2 Methods and Methodologies 
In order to receive answers to the research questions, this study has utilised a qualitative 

research in the field of nine weeks. The prevailing analytical framework that has been 
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applied in this thesis, is the ‘Capability Theory of Justice’ developed by Martha 

Nussbaum.  

In comparison to the deductive method that develops or tests a theory with newly 

added factors, an abductive reasoning emphasises more on a particular subject than a 

theory. Thus, this paper has utilised an abductive method. Through an abductive 

reasoning on the already established framework, Capability Theory of Justice, the paper 

could build an analysis on the study on the livelihoods of street-connected boys and 

girls, in order to receive a comprehensive image of the social structure regarding street-

connected children. By using an abductive reasoning, this study intent to strengthen the 

validity by discussing the different reality the street-connected boys and street-

connected girls face on the streets on a micro-level, to raise the awareness of gender 

within the widely discussed subject of street-connected children.  

To enhance the credibility and legitimacy of the results, the triangulation concept 

of data collection was chosen. This was done through collecting data from several 

sources, including semi-structured interviews, observations and literature concerning 

street-connected children (Creswell, 2009: 232-233).   

A strategic selection of interviews has been performed with the help from our 

contact person, Lesley Dunlop, from Wonder Years Centre of Excellence, who provided 

us with an extract of every NGO that is a member of the Association of NGOs in The 

Gambia, TANGO. 

Several interviews were also conducted using the ‘Snowballing Sampling 

Method’ through receiving contact information by the respondents we interviewed. 

Many of them were non-members of TANGO.  In total we conducted 28 interviews. 

The strategy of interviewing the representatives of the state, organisations as well 

as private persons could positively influence the research by contributing with both 

formal and personal views. By interviewing private persons might have given a 

different perspective from an organisation. By comparing the answers of the TANGO 

members as well as non-members made it also possible to broaden our view on street-

connected boys and street-connected girls. Moreover, some organisations were also 

religious and state supportive which could affect the thesis since their answers might be 

distorted and biased. 

Rather than having the questions organised in a specific structure, the interviews 

were conducted as semi-structured interviews. The conversation technique was carried 

out to attain a more valid and reliable information.  
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The informants were composed of religious-based organisations, public 

authorities, a judge, and a journalist, a Marabout5, a former Almudou, teachers as well 

as international and local NGOs. Interviews were also conducted with two Almudous. 

Nonetheless, since the two Almudous were underage, their comments were not included 

in the thesis, as discussed under the ‘Ethical Considerations’. The focus was instead on 

observations and retrieving indirect information from the secondary sources, mentioned 

previously. The Gambia is an English-speaking country (BBC, 2015), therefore we 

could communicate with our respondents without a interpreter in majority of the 

interviews.  

An interview guide was used for the interview sessions which is attached in the 

Appendix. However, adjustments were made since some questions were not suitable for 

every appointment. After the interviews, the sessions were transcribed with the help of 

our notes and a recorder which was used in most appointments.  

To improve the quality of the paper, observations were also conducted by 

travelling to the border towns of The Gambia, Farafenni and Serekunda. Moreover, the 

observations within the Marabout’s compound in Topkunda and the confidential 

meeting with the Almudous that were arranged by the headmaster of WYCE School 

also improved the quality paper. These observations were transcribed as well. Capital 

letters, and other mechanisms that might distort the content of the informant’s responds, 

were excluded with the intention of maintaining objectivity in this research, including 

biased narratives and our own pre-understandings of the chosen topic.   

Through these methods, greater knowledge concerning the genders’ livelihoods 

on the streets was obtained as well as an improved awareness of our westernised mind-

set before leaving Sweden.  

 
3.3 Materials & Literature Reviews 
The available research, as well as the literature concerning street-connected children in 

the framework of gender was very restricted. The majority of studies in The Gambia on 

street-connected children has simply focussed on street-connected boys and Almudous 

and not specifically on street-connected girls (Ali Abro, 2012; Humanium, 2012, 2015; 

OHCHR, 2012; CSC, 2015; Horne, 1995: 1ff).  

Many researchers have discussed street children’s difficult livelihoods in line with 

a capability perspective. They emphasise victimisation from violence, exploitations, and 

                                                
5 Marabout: A Marabout is a medicine man, but also a teacher who educate the Almudous the Qu’ran. 
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lack of education as well as interaction abilities. Therefore, acknowledging the 

difficulties in street- connected children’s development and achieving their capabilities. 

However, the majority of studies does not include the concept of gender (Aptekar, 1994; 

Schimmel, 2006; Ali Abro, 2012: 5; Volpi, 2003: 1,6). 

According to Aptekar (1994: 18) “Street children are really street boys” and 

therefore many are having this misconception that street children is solely boys. 

Furthermore, in Ali Abro’s (2012: 5) study, he labelled street children as ‘he’. This 

creates a further misconception that there are only boys who live and work on the 

streets. Griffin (2013) argues that street children is not generally associated with girls 

since the majority of children that are living and working on the streets are boys per se. 

Thus, girls are often being forgotten, but they still do exist (Griffin, 2013; OHCHR, 

2012: 10). 

The ignorance of girls that live and work on the streets is also recognised by 

Volpi, “Most countries appear to have more street boys than girls. “Street girls may be 

less visible, but they are clearly an understudied reality”. (cited in Volpi, 2003: 6)  

Referring to Rosemeyer (cited in Griffin, 2013) “Girls suffers differently on the 

streets” and have a continuous connection to the life on the streets in comparison to the 

street-connected boys, who go to prison or end up dead. These findings prove that there 

are a knowledge gap and why it is crucial to explore the genders’ livelihoods on the 

streets for future policy recommendations.  

Moreover, there are several studies on street-connected children in neighbouring 

countries and other African countries, nonetheless, few on street-connected children in 

The Gambia (SOS Children’s Village, 2016; Humanium, 2012; Boakye- Boaten, 2008; 

OHCHR, 2012: 11). Whereas it is crucial to explore less studied countries such as The 

Gambia.  

On account of the scarce literature that was available, it was necessary to rely on 

information from the respondents and observations as well as reports from the Gambian 

Government (Ali Abro, 2012; Humanium, 2012, 2015; OHCHR, 2012; CSC, 2015).  

Photographs of street-connected children in Serekunda were also obtained from an 

interviewee, nonetheless, we were aware of that the pictures could portray a reality that 

individuals choose to project.                                                                    

The contact person, Lesley Dunlop from the British and Gambian organisation, 

WYCE also helped to facilitate this research by providing a list of organisations that are 

a members of the Association of NGOs in The Gambia, TANGO.  



  
 

16 

 

3.4 Selections 
The decision to select a variety of informants and to make several observations for this 

thesis was to obtain a wider perspective concerning street-connected children in The 

Gambia.  

The participants’ areas of expertise differentiate from each other, therefore, their 

perspectives of the livelihoods of street-connected girls and street-connected boys may 

vary vastly. Other aspects of the genders’ livelihoods on the streets gave a more 

comprehensive picture of the situation. The selection of informants that worked directly 

with street-connected children contributed to important materials for this paper since 

they work with street-connected children on a daily basis.  

All except for one participant spoke English which minimised the risk of 

misunderstandings. External help was avoided as much as possible due to the possibility 

of having both the questions and answers misinterpreted by the interpreter.  

 

3.5 Qualitative Interviews  
The main criterion of this study was to receive the most comprehensive insight 

regarding the livelihoods of the genders on the streets in The Gambia. Hence, the 

qualitative interviews have been the fundamental materials for this study. 28 interviews 

were conducted in the field in The Gambia. Information was acquired through various 

sources, including, police officers from the High Court of the Western Region in 

Brikama, a judge, a journalist, teachers, the social welfare department of the Western 

Region in Brikama, social workers, a Marabout, a former Almudou, Almudous, local 

and international organisations as well as religious-based organisations.  

The method of qualitative interviews helped elicit more in-depth information 

instead of merely touching the surface of the subject. The length of every appointment 

was between 60 and 90 minutes. 

 

3.6 Observations in Farafenni, Serekunda, Topkunda and from the 
meeting with the Almudous  
The journalist, helped in mapping out areas, where, in particular, Almudous, were more 

common. One of the areas highlighted was Farafenni, a border town between The 

Gambia and Senegal (Humanium, 2012). A visit was arranged to Farafenni to discover 

if the picture depicted by the various respondents corresponded with the reality. The 
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information received from the participators facilitated this research by helping to 

identify Almudous, which might have otherwise been difficult to.   

The opportunity, given by the headmaster of WYCE School furthered the quality 

of this paper, through facilitating a meeting with the Almudous and the Marabout in 

person. The meeting was held within the Marabout’s compound, located in Topkunda, 

nearby Madina Salaam.  

It was possible to travel to Serekunda numerous times, where the majority of our 

interviews were held. According to one of the interviewees, Serekunda was one of the 

districts, where many street-connected children were located. (Humanium, 2012) The 

interviewee provided us pictures that portrayed street-connected children, in particular 

girls, who worked and lived on the streets. Nevertheless, since the interviewee mainly 

works with girls, who are living and working on the streets, this observation could be 

interpreted as a potentially biased source, as she depicted girls as the majority on the 

streets, [Judith Foon from FONNAC, Interview in Bakau, 2015-11-08], which is often 

not the case (Griffin, 2013).  

The interviewee’s interest resulted in the choice of merely photographing girls on 

the streets. This observation was included on the account of the ratio between street-

connected boys and girls, where street-connected girls are a minority group, as well as 

the difficulty in finding literature concerning girls, who are living and working on the 

streets in The Gambia (Humanium, 2012, 2015; OHCHR, 2012). Although our research 

ought to be objective, we found it necessary to rely upon sources regarding street-

connected girls since it is vitally important to observe and take into account all aspects 

of the context of street-connected children and their livelihoods.  

 

3.7 Limitations 
This research has been based on interviews with both local and international 

organisations that work directly or indirectly with street-connected children. The 

organisations that our contact person Lesley Dunlop provided us were all a member of 

the association TANGO. Hence, we might have missed some organisations that were 

non-members of TANGO. Furthermore, our respondents might repeat what other 

reports have already mentioned. For that reason, we became a part of a reproduction 

discourse instead of coming up with new ideas.  

In regards to the ethical consideration, which will be discussed later on, street-

connected children could not be interviewed. The inability to interview the primary 
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sources, street-connected children, did challenge the credibility of this research since 

their opinions regarding the life on the street could not be obtained.  Additionally, the 

use of translators, when interviewing the Marabout and the Almudous, could have 

hampered the reliability of this paper since their interpretations of the questions and 

responses could have been prone to error.  

A further limitation was the difficulty in knowing the age of the children that the 

interviewees were discussing since this research is focussed on children under the age of 

16. Further obstacles faced in this research were the notable lack of available data 

concerning children working and living on the streets in The Gambia.  

Furthermore, some of the interviewees favoured the government or were 

associated with one or other political parties or religious beliefs, which contributed to a 

vastly inadequate picture of the situation.  

 

3.8 Delimitations 
This study was delimited to the timeframe of nine weeks in The Gambia for collecting 

data on street-connected boys and street-connected girls. The research was also 

delimited to 28 interviewees due to the given timespan, and this could contribute to only 

a small percentage of data being collected to this thesis since the respondents’ opinions 

cannot represent everyone that works with street-connected children. However, the 

usage of this method led to a more in-depth research (Creswell, 2009: 179-180). 

Continuing, the focus was delimited on the age under 16 with the awareness that 

older adolescents working and living on the streets were excluded.  

The available studies on street-connected children were mainly from larger 

countries, their neighbouring countries such as Ghana and Senegal as well as other 

African countries (OHCHR, 2012; CSC, 2015; SOS Children’s Villages, 2016; 

Humanium, 2012; Boakye- Boaten, 2008; OHCHR,  2012: 11). Hence, the interest in 

conducting the research in a country of a smaller size that had not been emphasised to 

the same extent. This could provide opportunities to carry out research across the 

country with fewer difficulties.  

The selection of locations within The Gambia was mainly due to the position of 

the NGO’s, where the majority are situated in Serekunda and Brikama. Thus, the choice 

of the Western Division of The Gambia as the main abode.  
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Furthermore, the opportunity to easily travel across the country and being situated 

close to the main areas of the NGOs could also facilitate our work and strengthened the 

gathered data.  

 

3.9 Ethical Considerations 
This research focused on street-connected children, which is a vulnerable group, and the 

study had to take into consideration some ethical issues. Therefore, the emphasis has 

been on retrieving data from the secondary sources, mentioned previously, from 

individuals that work directly or indirectly with street-connected children. Moreover, 

the participants that have taken part in the interviews were already aware of the purpose 

of the interview since an e-mail was sent outlining the research beforehand. 

Nevertheless, additional consent was required when the interview was conducted to 

verify their permission.  

In order to protect their identities of the participants, names and ages have not 

been published without the interviewee’s consent. All the interview questions were also 

optional and they had the complete authority to refuse to answer. 

It was not considered an option to reject an opportunity to meet the Almudous. 

This chance made it possible to verify what had been said during many of the 

interviews, which improved the quality of the research.  

Nonetheless, the ethical issues were taken into account, when meeting the 

Almudous in person through the headmaster of WYCE School. Hence, the decision to 

not publish the transcription with the Almudous. On the other hand, the observation of 

the Almudous’ livelihoods has been issued.  
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4.0 Findings 
In this chapter, the findings are presented concerning children working and living on the 

streets in The Gambia in line with the research questions and the outlined interview 

questions. This includes, how the participants perceive the genders’ livelihoods on the 

streets, what challenges and opportunities street-connected boys in contrast to street-

connected girls face and how it affects the genders differently.   

 

4.1 More Boys on the Streets 
4.1.1 The Religious, Cultural and Traditional Context 
The Gambia is a highly religious country, where approximately 90% of the inhabitants 

practise Islam (BBC, 2015). The Islamic beliefs and practices are still heavily embedded 

in the Gambian society and are therefore influencing the gender roles, which may differ 

(Ibid).  

This could be observed through travelling around different villages in The 

Gambia, where it was apparent that women in comparison to men have very different 

roles in the household, where women to a large extent are responsible for taking care of 

the children, the domestic chores and cultivating.   

As the rest of the world, the gender segregation in The Gambia begins from early 

childhood, where children begin to form their own gender identity through peer 

socialisation and are influenced by their parent’s behaviour and attitudes (Hanish & 

Fabes, 2013: 1-3).   

This was also visible through the current findings that early marriage among the 

girls, in combination with them being more controlled than boys, are due to traditions 

and cultural diversities. This may explain, according to Oko’ Davies and the police 

officers, the proportion of boys on the streets, are larger than the girls [Michael Oko’ 

Davies, Interview in Serekunda, 2015-11-21].  

 

“more boys on the streets due to religious and cultural beliefs and traditions where girls 

are mostly kept inside”. Police Officers from the High Court of the Western Region in Brikama, 

Interview in Brikama, 2015-11-26  
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4.2 How do the Respondents Perceive the Challenges and Differences 
between the Livelihood of Boys and Girls Surviving on the Streets in 
The Gambia?  
The result of these findings also suggested that religious beliefs and practices affected 

both sexes differently and how their livelihoods could be presumed. Girls might not be 

generally known by the majority of the participants for living on the streets. Given this 

information, it could be determined that they were being overlooked since street-

connected children, as mentioned earlier, are not generally associated with girls (Griffin, 

2013). However, for boys, it is a different matter.  

Referring to Michael Oko’ Davies from the International Institute for Child 

Protection, it is rare to find girls that actually live on the streets since they tend to marry 

early. There are also more boys on the streets due to Almudous and it is easier for boys 

than girls to roam the streets [Interview in Serekunda, 2015-11-21]. 

The Organisation for Vulnerable People and the police officers from Brikama also 

acknowledged the statement made by Oko’ Davies that girls either, ended up as a child 

domestic worker or child marriage, due to religious beliefs, culture and traditions.  

Furthermore, the journalist offered the argument that religious beliefs and culture 

are related to why girls are more controlled. [Yai Dibba, Journalist from The Point, 

Interview in Madina Salaam, 2015-11-17]  

A few of the informants considered this to be a challenge since street life affects 

gender differently and it is important to acknowledge it. 

 

“gender is important when observing the livelihoods on the streets”. Judith Foon from 

FONNAC, Interview in Bakau, 2015-11-08  
 

The term street-connected children is widely accepted for being male due to the 

demographic data (Griffin, 2013). This analysis also covers religious background and 

ethnicity in their data which could be explained in the Gambian context since a large 

proportion of street-connected children were boys, also known as Almudous. Many of 

them were sent by their parents from Senegal, Guinea Bissau, Mali, but also, Gambia in 

order to receive an informal Islamic education supervised by a Marabout [Institute of 

Social Reformation and Action, Interview in Serekunda, 2015-11-17; Judith Foon from 

FONNAC, Interview in Bakau, 2015-11-08]. 

On the other hand, some informants deny the fact that there are any children on 

the streets due to the family extended structure, which has been enacted for history in 
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The Gambia. [Mr. Sanneh, teacher at WYCE School, Interview in Madina Salaam, 

2015-11-17] 

 

4.3 Challenges that Boys Face on the Streets 
4.3.1 The Continuous Exploitation  
The content of several of the informants’ discussions were very similar.  The majority 

of the interviewees acknowledged that a life on the streets for young boys is certainly a 

life of continuous struggle. [Mr. Haruna, Governor Office of the Western Region, 

Interview in Brikama, 2015-11-16; Organisation for Vulnerable People, Interview in 

Serekunda, 2015-11-2; Lamin Sanneh, Social Worker, Interview in Serekunda, 2015-

11-23] However, many of the young boys might not perceive the street life to be far 

worse than the living conditions at home, where they were physically abused by their 

own relatives. 

 

“another factor for both genders is the lack of security at home where they find the 

streets to be more safe even if it means being exploited”. Organisation for Vulnerable People, 

Interview in Serekunda, 2015-11-21 
 

The issue of not being able to realise that life on the streets could be difficult was that 

they easily could be subjected to exploitation by adults. The tasks they usually 

performed were to carrying heavy materials for shop owners and helping women in the 

fish industry. Car parks and garages were also common places for boys to earn money 

to make a living. The hard work makes them vulnerable due to the health problems 

since the boys are not fully developed and for that reason, they are not meant to perform 

heavy tasks [Lamin Sanneh, Social Worker, Interview in Serekunda, 2015-11-23]. 

 

“they get exploited by labour where they do not know their rights and therefore gets 

exploited by doing hard work for little money”. Lamin Sanneh, Social Worker, Interview in 

Serekunda, 2015-11-23 
 

The findings suggested that hard work was not the only factor that affected the street-

connected boys’ health issues. Bad sanitation could have a negative impact on the 

boys’, where they do not have access to facilities for personal hygiene purposes. Poor 

hygiene could lead to illness due to the spread of infections.   
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In Farafenni and Topkunda, the opportunity arose to observe the street-connected 

boys and Almudous in their daily environment and this validate what the majority of the 

interviewees discussed.  

A group of young boys were observed in Farafenni that seemed to work in a 

parking lot. Not far away from the parking lot, a young boy approached us and begged 

for food. All the boys we witnessed wore torn clothes and were a bit dishevelled 

[Observation in Farafenni, 2015-11-29]. 

However, Almudous were encountered in Topkunda. The compound where the 

Marabout had his informal school was situated close to the village we lived in. The 

Almudous were very young -approximately between the ages of 5 and 16. Many of 

them did not consume enough nutrition since their daily intake consisted of merely a 

bowl of rice three times per day, shared by seven boys each. The majority of the 

children were also tired and apathetic [Observation in Topkunda, 2015-12-09]. 

The headmaster of WYCE School claimed that;  

 

“the quantity of food is not enough they are always hungry”. Interview in Madina Salaam, 

2015-12-09  
 

The Marabout relied on the children to bring an income through cultivating the farms or 

gathering firewood to sell, in order to offset the expense of boys living in his compound. 

In numerous cases, Almudous were forced to beg for money and also food.  

If they came back empty handed they would be punished, which put pressure on 

the boys [Lamin Jallow, Headmaster of WYCE School, Interview in Madina Salaam, 

2015-11-09].  

Many of the interviewees agreed upon that the Almudous are exposed to child 

labour since they spend more time on working instead of studying the Qu’ran, which 

was the reason they had been sent to the compound. The Marabout might perceive the 

labour as a part of their education system, but the informants would not agree. They 

recognised this phenomenon as a ‘Religious exploitation’ [Institute of Social 

Reformation and Action, Interview in Serekunda, 2015-11-17; Lamin Jallow, 

Headmaster of WYCE School, Interview in Madina Salaam, 2015-12-09].  

 

“i suffered i did not like it there”. The former Almudou, Interview in Madina Salaam, 2015-12-11  
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The tough living conditions triggered some of the Almudous to run away from the 

Marabout’s compound, either to the streets or finding the way back home.  

 

4.3.2 The Change of Mind-set  
As the results of the studies demonstrated, the boys were not only exploited in the 

labour business but begging and stealing were also common. One focus among many 

interviewees was the desperation seen among the boys to get hold of money and food. It 

was found that poverty and severe living conditions placed them in further vulnerability. 

It also made them exhibit behaviours that contradict with the law.  

 

“boys struggle more by being exposed to exploited labour where they do not know their 

rights and can therefore easily be tricked to do underpaid and way to hard work they 

also beg and sometime might have to steal to get food meaning that they end up in 

conflict with the law”. Lamin Kijera, Country director of WYCE, Interview in Madina Salaam, 2015-

11-24 
 

As previously noted, the rough street life exposed children to psychological and 

physical hazards due to the absence of parental supervision. 

As a result, this situation enabled, in particular boys to become a member of a 

criminal gang since it is perceived as a ‘safety-net’ and survival strategy [Lamin 

Sanneh, Social Worker, Interview in Serekunda, 2015-11-23].   

The implication of these findings confirmed that involvement in criminal gangs 

offers the less experienced members a direction to the routines on the streets as well as 

role models. These role models were often boys who were accustomed to the streets by 

several years. 

Nonetheless, the risk factors of being affiliated with gangs were that they could 

easily be used and manipulated by their peers into the belief that a life on the streets 

could enable opportunities. Furthermore, peer-pressure within the groups led them to 

confuse the norms of right and wrong, where illegal acts became normalised [Police 

Officers from the High Court of the Western Region in Brikama, Interview in Brikama, 

2015-11-26; Mr Haruna of the Governor Office of the Western Region, Interview in 

Brikama, 2015-11-16]. 

As stated by Mr Kebbeh, the streets have led to a rougher mind-set where 

aggressive behaviour often was regarded as appropriate. [Institute of Social 

Reformation and Action, Interview in Serekunda, 2015-11-17] The rough behaviour 
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along with drug use became a coping mechanism in order to reduce feelings and hunger 

that consequently aggravated their lives and affected their mental health. By being 

influenced by drugs, they lost awareness of their actions resulting in them facing great 

risks of committing crimes and getting into problematic situations, which were 

acknowledged by the police officers from Brikama [Interview in Brikama, 2015-11-26].

  

“sometimes they take so much drugs so they do not know what they are doing”. Police 

Officers from the High Court of the Western Region in Brikama, Interview in Brikama, 2015-

11-26 
 

4.4 Challenges that Girls Face on the Streets 
4.4.1 The Continuous Exploitation 
The findings on the street-connected girls are that they were more vulnerable in 

comparison to boys. As many interviewees suggested, the vulnerability was due to the 

fact that they were at a higher risk of facing sexual exploitation, harassment and 

prostitution, both by their counterparts and adults rather than being exposed to drugs, 

peer-pressure and child labour per se [Lamin Sanneh, Social Worker, Interview in 

Serekunda, 2015-11-23]. This explains the prevailing ratio between the genders on the 

streets. [Lamin Kijera , Country director of WYCE, Interview in Madina Salaam, 2015-

11-24]  

The rampant sexual relationships among both the street-connected children and 

adults could result in serious health risks that affect, in particular, girls. The major 

differences in health issues were the many risks that come with pregnancies, and STD’s, 

which could affect girls physically and mentally [Lamin Sanneh, Social Worker, 

Interview in Serekunda, 2015-11-23; Mr. Haruna, Governor Office of the Western 

Region, Interview in Brikama, 2015-11-16].  

Furthermore, these sexual relationships and prostitution are often a great income 

contributor for several of the few girls who lived on the streets permanently, and was 

therefore inevitable, despite the dangers. However, similar to the boys, girls were also, 

exploited through other forms of child labour since they lack awareness of their rights.  

Nevertheless, they did not perform exactly the same tasks. Selling water and other 

goods were a more common job for girls on the streets in order to earn money for their 

family [Judith Foon from FONNAC, Interview in Bakau, 2015-11-08].    
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“girls livelihood often concerns selling example water to get income for their families 

so the parents can provide them with food and school materials”. Lamin Sanneh, Social 

Worker, Interview in Serekunda, 2015-11-23 
 

This exploitation by adults, to send the girls out to sell, exposed the girls to great risks 

as well. We found that they were poorly informed about the dangerous environment on 

the streets when entering the market. Many interviewees claimed that the lack of 

knowledge could sometimes lead to the girls being tricked. The perpetrator would lure 

them into their home by asking for assistance to bring the goods home. This could end 

up in girls being kidnapped and forced into domestic labour by the kidnappers and as 

well as becoming victims of sexual assault [Lamin Sanneh, Social Worker, Interview in 

Serekunda, 2015-11-23]. 

Furthermore, according to Judith Foon, family members to some extent could also 

place girls in a further endangered situation in order to gain a bigger profit. Initially 

understood as already vulnerable, they were in some cases physically injured by their 

family members. She further claimed that an injured girl could get further sympathy and 

subsequently earn more money since she could become all the more vulnerable 

[Interview in Bakau, 2015-11-08].    

  

“an uncle who broke her arm so she would get more sympathy which means more 

money”. Judith Foon From FOONAC, Interview in Bakau, 2015-11-08 

 
4.4.2 Girls, the Minority on the Streets  
Based on the findings, girls were documented as a minority group on the streets and it is 

very rare to find girls living and working on the streets due to various reasons. As 

discussed before, this could be associated with religious practices, including child 

marriages, domestic labour and subordination whereby, girls were more controlled and 

constrained [Michael Oko’ Davies, Interview in Serekunda, 2015-11-21; Police Officers 

from the High Court of the Western Region in Brikama, Interview in Brikama, 2015-11-

26]. 

Moreover, considering the fact that the streets were dominated by the boys, this 

positioned the girls in further vulnerability since the few street-connected girls were not 

able to join together in groups. Hence, they could not find similar ‘safety-nets’ and 

might rely on the ‘protection’ from boys in exchange for sexual compensation. This 
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could result in further marginalisation and victimisation of sexual abuses as well as 

kidnapping [Lamin Sanneh, Social Worker, Interview in Serekunda, 2015-11-23]. 

In the same vein, the streets are a dangerous and unsafe environment for the girls 

who lived and worked on the streets by themselves and could be, therefore, very tough. 

To quote a few, they had to endure harassments on a daily basis and were trying to 

protect themselves from both sexual and labour exploitation [Lamin Sanneh, Social 

Worker, Interview in Serekunda, 2015-11-23].  

On the other hand, poverty, which pulls these girls on the streets, forced them to 

perform, what several interviewees called ‘shameful’ acts to survive. The girls could 

end up, through coercion, into prostitution or subject to sexual violence and in the 

worst- case scenario, served as sex slaves and trafficking. Thus, these shameful acts 

could lead to a situation where the girls were too shy, or afraid of, revealing their 

experiences. As a consequence, they suffered in silence and this could cause tremendous 

of psychological distresses [Muslim Hands, Interview in Serekunda, 2015-11-09; 

Institute of Social Reformation and Action, Interview in Serekunda, 2015-11-17; 

Michael Oko’ Davies, Interview in Serekunda, 2015-11-21].  

 

“the girls are quite shy they suffer in silence and do not want to talk about what they 

have gone through”. Institute of Social Reformation and Action, Interview in Serekunda, 2015-11-17 

 

4.5 What Opportunities do Street-Connected Boys and Street-
Connected Girls Encounter on the Streets in The Gambia according to 
the Respondents? 
4.5.1 Opportunities Boys Encounter: ‘Hot Money’ and the Freedom to Choose  
The participants recognised that the street-connected children experienced many 

psychological and physical difficulties, nonetheless, the children continued to find 

refuge on the streets.  

In the search for a better life, peer-pressure continued to influence boys into the 

belief of the street life being an opportunity providing freedom to determine their own 

future. Not only did they find ‘safety-nets’ in joining groups with other boys, they could 

also make a profit when living on the streets. Hot money was the term the informants 

often referred to [Lamin Kijera, Country director of WYCE, Interview in Madina 

Salaam, 2015-11-24]. 
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“the children see opportunities on the streets example earning money or not being 

beaten that they cannot find at home”. Mr Haruna, Social worker of Governor Office of the 

Western Region, Brikama, 2015-11-16 
 

The dream of taking the ‘backway’6or leaving the country to get a prosperous life is 

great amid youth. Thus, the street life could create opportunities for children to make 

money and migrate to other countries [Ebrima Jaiteh & Sarah Jaiteh, Interview in 

Madina Salaam, 2015-11-17].  

 

“nowadays both girls and boys steal to get money for a chance to go to europe since 

they do not see any future in the gambia they go the backway”. Ebrima Jaiteh & Sarah Jaiteh, 

Interview in Madina Salaam, 2015-11-17 
 

4.6 Opportunities Girls Encounter on the Streets  
4.6.1 ‘Hot Money’ 
The results indicated that girls were similar with the boys in that they were also 

prepared to take the ‘backway’ in hopes of a better life. Nevertheless, in order to escape 

the country with no future, they were willing to gain money through stealing. Theft was 

one of the most common measures to receive fast money for both genders [Ebrima 

Jaiteh & Sarah Jaiteh, Interview in Madina Salaam, 2015-11-17].  

Nonetheless, as mentioned earlier, the girls are more restricted within in the 

household. Thus, they have to find alternative ways to earn money fast, other than 

stealing. As previously discussed, mercantile labour did contribute to an income for the 

family and provided further education for the girls. This included also, school materials 

as well as nutrition. On the other hand, mercantile labour placed major hazards and risks 

for the girls who were working on the streets alone [Lamin Sanneh, Social Worker, 

Interview in Serekunda, 2015-11-23]. 

Furthermore, shameful actions such as prostitution were another opportunity, 

mostly related to girls, to receive fast money in the belief of a better life quality. The 

certainty of easily receiving money through prostitution, according to few informants 

could cause harm to their health [Police Officers from the High Court of the Western 

Region in Brikama, Interview in Brikama, 2015-11-26; Institute of Social Reformation 

and Action, Interview in Serekunda, 2015-11-17]. The labour on the street market could 

                                                
6 Backway: Illegal migration to primarily Europe in hope for a better future.  
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also expose the girls to serious danger such kidnapping and harassment. Despite this, 

they considered the risks worth taking due to the chance of earning money.  

“girls face more sexual violence pregnancy and rapes however they face easier 

opportunities than boys when trying to make a living since they can sell their bodies 

meaning easy money”. Mr. Haruna, Social worker of Governor Office of the Western Region, 

Brikama, 2015-11-16  

These measures depict a difference between the genders and their undertakings in the 

attempt to escape an impoverished life. Hence, as several interviewees asserted, both 

street-connected boys and girls see opportunities from earning money on the streets to 

make a living, whereby a possibility for an improved life situation.   

Nevertheless, girls usually give their earnings to their families for the provision of 

educational purposes, while boys keep the money for themselves. However, both the 

street-connected girls and boys were willing to accept the dangers for the small 

opportunity they could find from the street life or street labour [Lamin Sanneh, Social 

Worker, Interview in Serekunda, 2015-11-23].  
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5.0 Analysis  
This section will address the objective of this research and the main question posed in 

this paper. The question will be answered through analysing the results with the Ten 

Central Human Capabilities in the Theory of Justice from a gender perspective, defined 

by Nussbaum.  

 

5.1 The Struggles for a Dignified Life   
The results of our findings have demonstrated that there are differences in how street-

connected boys and girls relate to the streets and how they functioned. What challenges 

as well as opportunities have enhanced or limited their ability to be and to do in the 

context of gender. Furthermore, whether the streets has provided them with a life 

worthy of human dignity (Nussbaum & Dixon, 2012: 557).   

As stressed by Nussbaum, all individuals should have equal rights to live a life 

they consider to be of complete dignity. People have different opinions of what their life 

should include and how they value dignity. Nonetheless, there are some fundamental 

points that Nussbaum argues which could be commonly agreed to be of importance for 

every human being.  

The Ten Central Human Capabilities in the Theory of Justice give an outline of 

what a life worthy of human dignity is. If these capabilities are not met, then a person is 

not able to reach complete human power and capability to function (Nussbaum & 

Dixon, 2012: 553; Kleist, 2016).  

The question remains, which is the agency that should enable individuals to 

achieve their functionings? As Nussbaum stresses, the Government is an important 

actor in promoting and protecting each individual’s capabilities (Nussbaum, 2011: 243). 

The state is obliged to guarantee each individual the ability to attain a life worthy 

of human dignity through achieving a certain level of the capabilities and their human 

powers (Nussbaum & Dixon, 2012: 557-558). However, it is noticeable that the 

Gambian Government has not complied with these set of requirements, despite the 

efforts of embodying gender equality, the convention of children’s rights and helping 

the Almudous (Humanium, 2012; Horne, 1995: 1ff; Social Institutions & Gender Index, 

2015: 1-2).   

The Gambian Government is still under much criticism for not maintaining ‘The 

Rights of the Child’ and not ensuring that all children have the rights to practice and 

recognise their rights (ibid). Therefore, a governmental failure will restrict the 
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children’s ability to reach their capabilities, and hence, be deprived of a dignified life. 

As Nussbaum (2012: 572) argued, from a moral perspective, it is an obligation of the 

state to provide individuals, who are vulnerable, a life worthy of human dignity. 

On the contrary, one might argue that in a poor country such as The Gambia, it is 

very difficult to ensure complete participation in the constitutional scheme for children, 

in particular girls, which is in line with Nussbaum’s statement on the gender 

discrimination (Nussbaum, 2000: 3). The family can ignore to register their children, 

but also, many children have to help to bring an income into the household (Humanium, 

2012; OHCHR, 2012: 19ff). Thus, they fail to take part in the Government’s effort to 

ensure human rights and powers for everyone. Furthermore, despite depicting the 

importance of gender and children, the Government does not seem to distinguish 

between them. Hence, why street-connected children to a large extent will never 

experience human dignity and worth if the Government continues to fail the 

intervention in this matter (Nussbaum, 2000: 1ff).  

One the other hand, street-connected children is not aware of their rights and their 

lack of trust towards adults could pose major problems. This is due to various 

underlying issues as discussed and how street-connected boys in contrast to street-

connected girls might perceive their social, as well as, personal circumstances.  

The opportunities and challenges of striving for a life worthy of human dignity 

through incorporating a certain amount of capabilities could differentiate boys and girls 

from each other, and how they achieve the Ten Central Human Capabilities. 

Gender is solely one factor affecting the street-connected children, but it is still 

important concerning the outcome of the street-connected children’s lives. Examined 

from Nussbaum’s list of ten capabilities, one can acknowledge that the ten capabilities 

are differently encountered on the basis of gender. Thus, applying the ten capabilities 

into the context of livelihoods and the role of gender (Nussbaum & Dixon, 2012: 553; 

Nussbaum, 2000; Social Institutions & Gender Index, 2015; Nussbaum, 2000: 1ff).    

Nonetheless, the method of merely focusing on gender might have ignored the 

differences between each category within the framework of street-connected children as 

well. Each of these does contribute to different challenges and opportunities for the 

ability to attain the capabilities. (Nussbaum, 2011: 33ff)   
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5.2 The Ten Central Human Capabilities  
5.2.1. Life  
It is clear that this first aspect proposed by Nussbaum, that many children, living and 

working on the streets are not living a life which might be considered as a normal 

human life.  

The street life might provide them opportunities, nevertheless, hazards within 

their lives are constantly on the threshold. The severe living conditions, diseases, 

constant exploitation by their peers and adults reduce their life expectancy.  

The livelihoods the street-connected children choose and to currently be situated 

in, is it a life they really strive for, considering that they lack knowledge? The children 

may have the freedom to do as they wish, but the consequences for that argument are 

vast, where they could be put in further danger.   

For girls, sexually transmitted infections are the largest cause of a reduced 

lifespan. Early pregnancies and prostitution are also included. These victims have to 

face a number of long- term health issues. Nonetheless, the consequences of sexual 

activities are not as common for street-connected boys. Their lifespan is threatened by 

other activities on the streets. Drugs, rough labour and violence among peers can result 

in premature deaths (OHCHR, 2012: 12-13).  

 

5.2.2. Bodily Health  
The capability to be in good health is also one of the major arguments outlined in 

Nussbaum’s (2000: 78) research on human dignity. In order to live to the end of a 

normal human life, it could be argued that health is an important factor.  

The majority of the street-connected children is unable to reach the minimum 

requirement for sufficient nourishment and lack access to shelter and hygienic facilities. 

Thus, their health conditions are considered to be poor (Horne, 1995: 4-5).  

Their family could often provide better shelter and hygiene possibilities then the 

streets. On the other hand, one could argue that the homes often lack the ability to 

provide adequate nutrition. There are also cases where the children face abuse at home 

by their own relatives. Hence, in some cases, the livelihoods on the streets could be 

perceived to be better since they are no longer mistreated.  

Bodily health has a strong resemblance with the foregoing arguments since poor 

bodily health, as a result of the rough environment surrounding them does cause a threat 
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to their life expectancy. The freedom they choose could, to a large extent, hamper their 

ability to achieve human powers and dignity.  

Children on the streets have to work to make a living. Nevertheless, there are 

occasions where the working conditions are acute and this could damage the children’s 

bodies, especially boys, who work in the parking lots and garages. Almudous, for 

example, spend most of their day on the field and begging rather than in school (Horne, 

1995: 1).  

The lack of proper shelter could as well endanger their physical wellbeing. 

Nonetheless, they are well protected by their peers, in particular at night, when it is the 

most dangerous. This differs from the girls’ situation and explains why they are more 

vulnerable. In general, girls live alone rather than in groups. This can pose many 

problems, such as, kidnapping, trafficking and prostitution and in turn, lead to the girls 

suffering in silence [Institute of Social Reformation and Action, 2015; Muslim Hands, 

2015]. Moreover, this creates a vicious cycle, where victims who keep quiet about their 

experiences with sexual violence, are likely to be victims again, thus becoming a pattern 

that affects their long- term health.  

It could therefore be claimed that overall, in line with Nussbaum’s (2000: 1) 

arguments, girls find it more difficult to foster their capability since they are in constant 

danger, to a larger extent, than street-connected boys.  

 

5.2.3. Bodily Integrity  
It is right to claim from analysing the compiled data that both street-connected boys’ 

and girls’ bodily integrity is defective. However, girls can find it more difficult to 

preserve sovereignty over their own body on the streets. The girls do face many hazards 

when changing locations on the streets since they constantly are exposed to danger by 

adults and street-connected boys. Accordingly, the streets do possess greater risks for 

insecurity. 

Boys might find it easier to transfer themselves between locations, nonetheless 

one should not ignore the threats toward their bodily integrity since they are being 

assaulted by their employees [Organisation for Vulnerable People, Interview in 

Serekunda, 2015-11-21; Lamin Sanneh, Social Worker, Interview in Serekunda, 2015-

11-23].   

Therefore, the street-connected children is usually deprived of a fair chance to 

reach their capabilities to obtain control over their own bodies.  
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5.2.4. Senses, Imaginations and Thoughts 
The right to education is engraved in the convention of ‘The Rights of the Child’ and is 

a fundamental human right (OHCHR, 1989: 3). However, the decision to live on the 

streets results in the children failing to receive a proper education. 

 Street-connected boys hardly obtain any education at all, while street-connected 

girls might find a chance to receive a little education due to their connections with 

home.  

One might find a dilemma concerning the Almudous, where the Marabout can 

depict the educational system from the Qu’ran. In reality, the boys barely receive any 

education due to child labour. Hence, every street-connected child is lacking in their 

abilities to truly and humanly use their imagination, senses and thoughts. 

The lack of literacy, mathematical skills, as well as knowledge about society, 

impedes on the children’s thoughts of right, wrong and the ability to reason for oneself.  

Henceforth, why many scholars support Nussbaum’s framework than Sen’s work 

since she considers education as a crucial aspect for developing one’s senses, 

imaginations and thoughts (Robeyns, 2003: 24-26; Nussbaum, 2000: 2).  

Nevertheless, in The Gambia, freedom of expression, religion and politics would 

still be limited for the children irrespective of their habitual abode and functioning. The 

traditions, culture and political authorities in The Gambia possess a limit for all 

individuals to reach their capabilities in freedom of expression and political stance 

(Freedom House, 2012).  

Religion can also limit one’s ability to freely practice imaginations and senses. 

Nonetheless, it is up to individuals to define the question of religion. A person that 

practices a religion is most likely to understand life the way they are living as accurate 

and vice versa. Thus, a worshipper in comparison to a non-religious person might 

perceive social circumstances differently, therefore their perception on possibilities and 

limitations might differ.   

Furthermore, social circumstances could also distinguish the street-connected 

boy's and street-connected girls’ perception of possibilities and limitations. This could 

be due to the fact that girls, to a larger extent, preserve their connection with their 

family. They also have the possibility to attend school, while the majority of the boys 

have broken the family ties and consider the streets as their home.   

Hence, their mind-set in various situations is dependent on whether they have 

sustained their relationship with their family and if they received an education or how 

they perceive the way of living. 
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5.2.5. Emotions  
One might argue that this is a question of definition. How one defines emotions and 

love does contribute to a different understanding as to whether street-connected children 

can reach an acceptable level or not. A street-connected child does have fewer chances 

to attach itself to adults since boys, in particular, are largely living with their fellow 

peers. Therefore, they are only being able to be affectionate to their peers and hardly 

any other people. The constant exploitation and abuse on the streets by strangers and at 

home by their family have led to a lack of trust towards adults. Thus, damaging the 

bond between children and adults, and much worse, the child- parent attachment.    

Concerning differences between the genders, street-connected boys are able to be 

emotionally attached to their peers since they are in the same situation and may be the 

only ones who might understand them. Girls, on the other hand could have a better 

chance in expressing their emotions and embrace love in the household than on the 

streets since they often cannot join groups as the street-connected boys can. Thus, 

depending on how one defines emotions and love, there are different perspectives on 

how children could achieve a minimum level of freely expressing their emotions and 

find trust and support on the streets. However, this is likely to be more the case for boys 

rather than girls as Nussbaum (2000: 1) argues.  

 

5.2.6. Practical Reasons  
At first, it could be perceived that the streets provide the children with possibilities to 

plan their direction in life since the influences of family, religions and traditions are 

more absent. Nonetheless, this applies most for street-connected children who live on 

the street permanently. They, especially the few girls, manage to escape a life which is 

already structured for them.   

    Regarding the street-connected girls who have contact with their families they 

may find it difficult to plan their own actions with the continued presence of adult 

influence.  

     The inability to determine one’s own actions and have one’s own perception of 

good applies to Almudous as well. Their ability to reason practically is constrained 

regardless of whether they are on the streets or with the Marabout since they must be 

completely obedient to the Marabout.  

Conversely, children that live and work on the streets do not have sufficient 

education to use their own ‘conception of good’ to structure their life, and to judge 
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whether their actions are wrong or right. This could place them in various positions 

where they come into conflict with the laws [Lamin Sanneh, Interview in Serekunda, 

2015-11-23; Police Officers from the High Court of the Western Region in Brikama, 

Interview in Brikama, 2015-11-26]. 

The importance of having a responsible adult to supervise children from an early 

age is also crucial in order for them to develop their own morality and ethics. However, 

many children that live and work on the streets do not maintain their family- bonds. 

Therefore, many of these children, in particular boys, join gangs since they consider the 

older boys that have been on the streets longer than they have, to be their role-models. 

As they are newly accustomed to the streets they are following every order that is given 

and do not have the senses of rights and wrong  which is necessary to be able to judge.  

This creates a vicious cycle, where older street-connected boys are deciding the 

newly joined member’s actions, and in turn, the latter are guiding newcomers, thus 

perpetuating the cycle.  

Consequently, one can claim that the more experienced street-connected boys 

impede the ability for new street-connected boys to reach a minimum limit of their 

capabilities as well.  

 

5.2.7. Affiliation  
The ability to show concern and interact socially depends on each individual and their 

personality, which could influence the capacity of compassion. On the other hand, this 

is not to argue that the circumstances of a child’s surroundings do not have an impact.   

The streets have hampered the children’s ability to develop sympathies and 

emotions, due to the rough livelihood. This has therefore, changed their attitude and 

personality in order to survive. In particular, the boys have to become tough to be able 

to survive on the streets. For that reason, many of them turn to crime, as well taking 

drugs to protect themselves.  

On the contrary, it can also strengthen their sympathy amongst themselves in the 

form of mutual understanding since they are in the same situation. Thereof, the street 

life for street-connected boys might give possibilities for them to empathise and care for 

their peers since they are being protected.  

However, for girls, the street life does not give the same opportunity. One might 

argue that the girls who permanently live on the streets find it more difficult to reach a 

minimum level in this area since it is more common for girls to live alone.  Henceforth, 

they lack empathy as well trust towards other human beings. Consequently, they could 
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forget the ability of both associating and properly interacting with others. Furthermore, 

as they are not treated with dignity and worth, as well as being alone, they might not be 

respected by the surroundings. Many of the street-connected girls also end up in the sex 

industry, where their worth and dignity are being taken. 

Moreover, many women in numerous cultures are considered as ‘ruined’ since it 

is morally unacceptable if they are being touched by another man before they are 

married (Pew Research Center, 2016). The woman might be perceived as a victim and 

vulnerable, but she is not defined by that. Thereof, they choose to suffer in silence.  

Based on these arguments, it is quite understandable why girls lack compassion 

and sympathy towards others. 

This also displays a difference between the genders and their abilities to obtain 

respect. One might question if the street-connected girls are being discriminated against 

based on their gender, and as their actions that are considered as shameful, this might 

explain why they are being stigmatised and neglected.  

 

5.2.8. Other Species  
One might question how the ability to respect and show concern for the natural world is 

essential to a human’s wellbeing, and more specifically, a street-connected child’s 

wellbeing?  

Street-connected children throughout the world are living in serious circumstances 

and many of them are suffering on a daily basis. The necessity of conserving and 

showing respect for the environment is something they might prioritise least. The need 

for shelter, food and protection is far more important than caring for the natural world, 

judging from their positions. The tough conditions on the streets have shaped their 

identities and in order to survive, they are forced to come up with a strategy.   

Moreover, street-connected children in The Gambia do not consider the 

experience of the solitude in nature as a crucial condition in their life, compared to 

Scandinavian countries as Nussbaum argues (Walker, 2011: 14ff). On the other hand, 

the criticism against this argument is, the ecological diversity in most developing 

countries in contrast to Scandinavian countries, is very different. This could be due to 

political decisions made in liberal societies, where citizens have the right to make 

demands on their Government (ibid, 1-3).  

A country such as The Gambia, where the politics is corrupted does not 

particularly ensure citizens’ rights. The country has for example, violated the ‘Rights of 

the Child’ on a number of time (BBC, 2015; Humanium, 2012). Therefore, it is difficult 
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for the people to achieve their capabilities. The Gambian Government might also be too 

poor to emphasise this matter, whereas developed countries may find it easier to attain. 

From a westernised perspective, one can claim that street-connected children is hindered 

in deciding for themselves how important this issue might be to them.  

On the contrary, street-connected children is not aware of the rights they are 

entitled to and, as a result, be unable to live a dignified human life. Hence, Nussbaum’s 

(2011) discussion concerning ‘Other Species’ might be disregarded.  

As the street-connected children neglect the subject of ‘Other Species’ it also 

contributes to a continuing ignorance for the environment, which is essential for all 

living beings. However, it should be kept in mind that there are people who disagree 

with this statement (Walker, 2011: 4, 15). 

A sustainable interaction with other species might enhance an individual’s 

understanding of how domination over other species differs from building a respectful 

relationship with it. If there is a misunderstanding of the differences between these, it 

could impede the ability to reach other capabilities, such as bodily health or life. Hence, 

an undignified life (ibid, 32- 33). 

Other species is also a matter of how one might value each capability. A society’s 

preferences to attain the ten capabilities might vary from society to society and the same 

applies to each individual or gender (ibid, 14ff).   

 

5.2.9. Play  
The capability to enjoy recreational activities could not be possible for street-connected 

children since the majority of them are working as well as studying the Qu’ran, 

depending on gender and definition of street-connected children. The children prioritise 

survival rather than recreational activities, thus, limiting the children’s leisure time. 

Additionally, street-connected boys’ perceptions of entertainment could be 

distorted since they lack the ability to enjoy childhood games. Their leisure activities 

consist, therefore, of taking drugs and be involved in criminal acts.  

Recreational activities are entirely absent, with regards to the Almudous. The 

Almudous rarely find spare time for playing since they have spent their entire day 

begging, working or praying. Hence, they have great difficulty in achieving this 

capability (Horne, 1995: 6). 

The majority of the girls who have a home to return to can enjoy recreational 

activities. They find it easier to obtain this capability since they are able to interact and 

enjoy childhood activities with other children. On the other hand, one must not forget 
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the considerable work they have to perform, in particular in poor households.  

Therefore, as with the street-connected boys, the girls’ perception of leisure time might 

be distorted. Entertaining activities might be the work they have to perform together 

with other children, where they are able to laugh and talk at the same time. 

Nevertheless, they might not consider this to be enjoying a normal free time.  

 

5.2.10. Control over one’s Environment 
As previously mentioned, neither men nor women in The Gambia are able to fully enjoy 

their civil and political freedom due to the political situation in the country. As a 

consequence, they do not have the right to live in liberty nor express their political 

opinions. Many also, fear the political system. They are afraid of being oppressed as 

well as imprisoned and tortured (BBC, 2015; Freedom House, 2012). In this context, the 

country’s political stance does restrict the majority of the citizens, not merely street-

connected children (Freedom House, 2012). For this reason, the method of qualitative 

interviews within The Gambia could be criticised since many informants might not have 

expressed their true opinions.  

However, women and girls are more often disregarded from participating in the 

political arena and are often regard as the lower class of the social ladder. Whereby, one 

can consider them to be the most restricted (Social Institutions & Gender Index, 2015: 

6).  

Likewise, underage children are not allowed to vote and are excluded from the 

political arena. For children that live and work on the streets, the capability to vote is 

unreachable. The Government’s lack of resources and their inability to entitle the street-

connected children their rights has restrained their lives (Humanium, 2012). As a 

consequence, the majority of the children will spend their lifetime on the streets since 

they do not have an awareness of their rights to be able to engage in political matters 

(Nussbaum, 2000: 1).  

As for owning property and having a humane employment, this might be 

perceived as very different from case to case. The rule of inheritance could vary from 

society to society and change over time. Nonetheless, according to the Sharia Laws in 

regards to inheritance shares in The Gambia, permit the husband to determine whether, 

if he wish to share his property to his wives and daughters, or leave them with nothing 

(Social Institutions & Gender Index, 2015: 2; Nussbaum, 2000: 1). 

Therefore, religion and culture could also be understood as underlying factors on 

why women and girls are more restricted and do not have control over their own life. 
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Early marriage is an example on why a large number of women are kept in the 

household and spend most of their time on domestic chores and child rearing, while 

their husbands are working [Michael Oko’ Davies, Interview in Serekunda, 2015-11-21; 

Organisation for Vulnerable People, 2015-11-21]. Hence, as Nussbaum (2000: 1) states, 

girls do not have the ability to obtain equal opportunity to foster their capability as their 

counterparts. One might argue that girls who stay home might have better working 

conditions than most of the very few permanently street-connected girls that work. 

A healthy and safe environment is the core of good working conditions. However, 

the life on the streets is very rough, especially for girls, who usually end up in the sex 

industry. They might be employed, but the working conditions are not humane, which 

could as mentioned earlier, reduce their lifespan.  

This also applies for street-connected boys, where they are forced to carry heavy 

materials on their not fully developed bodies. Hence, a respectful relationship with 

employers is defective as well.  

Thereof, street-connected children experience difficulties in reaching a minimum 

level on the last of the ten capabilities presented by Nussbaum (2000: 78, 2011). 

To conclude, the street-connected children experience difficulties when working 

and living on the streets, but gender cause them to face the issues differently. By being a 

boy or girl might affect their opportunities to achieve the Ten Central Human 

Capabilities.  
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6.0 Conclusion  
The purpose of this research has been to examine if the role of gender is of importance 

concerning the livelihoods of the street-connected children in The Gambia. In addition, 

to explore what challenges and opportunities these vulnerable children might encounter 

on a daily basis when living on the streets. 

The compiled data were collected from various informants with different 

experiences, with the intention of receiving a broader perspective. The method of 

travelling across the country for obtaining more information provided us with many 

contacts, thus more findings. Moreover, the analysis of the research findings was based 

Martha Nussbaum’s Capability Theory of Justice.  

Through this framework, it was possible to demonstrate, that street-connected 

boys and street-connected girls have different challenges and opportunities to achieve 

the Ten Central Human Capabilities due to the severe conditions they are living in.  

Both street-connected boys and girls are being exploited and abused in addition to 

their knowledge being scarce. Nonetheless, they are poorly treated but to different 

extents and in different ways.  

Street-connected girls, for example, can be deprived of their abilities to achieve 

certain capabilities by the adults and street-connected boys in regards to their rights of 

bodily integrity and security as well as their health (Nussbaum & Dixon, 2012: 565-

566). Their abilities to use their emotions and to interact with other people can also be 

impeded by the adults and street-connected boys, as well as they are living alone 

without the support from their peers.  

Access to education is not offered to girls who have the streets as their habitual 

abode, and as a consequence, their morals, senses and imaginations are being 

disoriented. This also applies to the street-connected boys for whom the lack of 

education also can impede the moral development needed to judge what is wrong or 

right. However, the use of drugs is also involved in this matter which distinguishes 

between the street-connected boys and girls.  

Furthermore, street-connected boys are, foremost, exploited through child labour 

and manipulated by more experienced peers. Consequently, as discussed in the analysis, 

despite the Gambian Government’s efforts to promote gender equality, education for all, 

the rights of the child and their abilities to reach their capabilities and live a dignified 

life, they are still missing out the differences between street-connected boys and street-

connected girls (Social Institutions & Gender Index, 2015: 1-2).  
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Moreover, the respondents also assert that there are differences between the 

genders’ livelihoods on the streets at the same time as they also stressed the similarities. 

Many interviewees claimed that all children are children, and all children are equal, as 

well as the fact that they are all human beings and vulnerable.      

        Although the street-connected children did find opportunities on the streets to 

improve their lives and achieve their human powers and dignity, the risk of failing to 

improve is greater. The depiction of the possibilities was created from a lack of 

knowledge and trust as well as manipulation. Therefore, they tend to underestimate the 

risks, which could harm both their body and psychological state (Nussbaum & Dixon, 

2012: 558).  

Nonetheless, despite the similarities, the livelihoods vary considerably between 

the genders on the streets. Street-connected boy's capabilities and their aspirations to 

choose their functionings are different from the street-connected girls (Walker, 2011: 

10). They might prioritise certain functionings that are vital for them to survive or to 

merely, satisfy themselves. However, the quality of life might not be satisfying.  

In contrast to street-connected boys, street-connected girls may prefer protection 

or the sovereignty of their body, over drugs and an involvement in criminal acts, in 

order to survive. Hence, what we perceive might not be in the best of interest of the 

children. The freedom they choose might be in their best interest, despite the situation. 

Therefore, it could be difficult to apply the framework in this context as to whether the 

street-connected boys and girls have the ability to reach their human powers and 

capabilities to function (Walker, 2011: 7).  

Nonetheless, one should not forget that these children are deprived of their ability 

to attain several capabilities. Consequently, their assumption of their basic human 

rights, as well as what they desired and have might be deluded.  

 Although, gender is generally referred as a socially constructed identity, and not 

biological sex, this paper has utilised the term ‘Gender’ as boys and girls respectively 

due to the legal systems in The Gambia and in regards to how Martha Nussbaum 

defined the concept ‘Gender’ in her paper (Nussbaum, 2000). Therefore, those who 

considered to lack a gender identity are ignored. 

Furthermore, there are differences between boys and girls that have a connection 

with the streets, one should not ignore the differences between individuals and not 

merely by gender. Their life and circumstances, for example, might differ vastly. Hence, 

the method we used did affect the results, where it, in some sense, still groups the 
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children together, but in smaller categories. The ultimate aim would be to analyse every 

person individually, but that is impossible.  

Although it is important to take into account every individual’s needs, it is also 

utterly important to explore the gender differences, for example, in their development 

and behaviour in relation their circumstances. This study, which is based on the frame 

of humanities could, thereof be applied for various studies that focuses on improving 

vulnerable children’s livelihoods and increase an awareness of children who suffer on a 

daily basis.  

Furthermore, to also contribute with knowledge that concerns the differences 

between the genders and how they behave in tough environments as well as how one 

could develop a strategy that includes both genders. Hopefully, a strategy that could be 

applied in the future policy recommendations, where vulnerable children are able to 

achieve their capabilities and human powers in order to live a dignified life.
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Appendix 1: List over Completed Interviews  
 

Date: Place: Name: Organisation/ 
Occupation: 

Type: 

2015- 10- 27 Sweden, 
through email 

Abdou Kanteh 
& Burris 
Devanney  

Social Workers at 
Nova Scotia 

NGOs, 
International 

2015- 11- 08 Bakau Judith Foon Chairwoman at 
FONNAC 

Private, Local 
street-
connected girls 

2015- 11- 09 Serekunda Jacob & 
Ousman Bojang  

Social Workers at 
Muslim Hands 

NGOs, 
Religious- 
based 
organisation, 
and 
International 

2015-11- 16  Brikama Mr. Haruna Governor Office 
of the Western 
Region 

Public 
Authority, 
National 

2015-11- 17  Serekunda Mr. Kebbeh and 
Mrs. Bojang 

The Chairman and 
his secretary of the 
Institute of Social 
Reformation and 
Action  

NGOs, Local 
 

2015- 11- 17 Madina Salaam Ebrima Jaiteh & 
Sarah Jaiteh  
 

Judge and Teacher 
repectively 

Private, Local 

2015- 11- 17 Madina Salaam Yai Dibba Journalist of the 
Newspaper, The 
Point 

Public 
Authority, 
National 

2015-11- 17  Madina Salaam Mr. Sanneh Teacher at WYCE Private, Local 
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2015-11- 21 
 

Serekunda  Pierre, Lamin, 
and Abdul  

The Chairman and 
his Co- workers 
from the 
Organisation for 
Vulnerable People 

NGOs, Local 

2015-11- 21  Serekunda  Michael Oko’ 
Davies 

Chairman of 
International 
Institute for Child 
Protection 

NGOs, 
International 

2015-11- 23  Serekunda Lamin Sanneh Social Worker Private, Local 

2015-11- 24 Madina Salaam  Lamin Kijera Country director 
of WYCE 

NGOs, 
International 

2015-11- 26  Brikama The three Police 
Officers from 
the High Court 
of the Western 
Region in 
Brikama 

Police Officers 
from the High 
Court of the 
Western Region in 
Brikama 

Public 
Authority, 
National 

2015-11-26 Brikama Ibrahim Social Worker at 
Child Fund 

NGOs, 
International 

2015-11-26 Brikama, 
received a 
document from 
Yai Dibba, the 
journalist  

Gender 
Advocators 
Network  

Gender 
Advocators 
Network  

NGOs, Local 

2015-12- 09 
 

Madina Salaam Lamin A.B 
Jallow 

Headmaster of 
WYCE School 

Private, Local 

2015-12- 09 Topkunda “Marabout” Marabout Private, Local 

2015-12- 10 Madina Salaam “Almudous” Almudou Private, Locals 

2015- 12- 11 Madina Salaam “The Former 
Almudou” 

The Former 
Almudou 

Private, Local 
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Appendix 2: List over Completed Observations  
 

Date: Place: Type of observation:  

2015-11- 09 Bakau Photos on street-connected children in Serekunda, taken by 
Judith Foon from FONNAC. 

2015-11- 29 Farafenni Street-connected boys working and begging on the streets.  

2015-12- 09 Topkunda The interaction among the Almudous and the Marabout inside 
his compound.  

2015- 12- 10 Madina 
Salaam 

Two Almudous (how they were acting outside their compound). 
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Appendix 3: Interview Guide 
• Name of the organisation? 

• Your work in the organisation? 

• For how long have you worked within the organisation and with street-

connected children? 

• Have you worked with questions concerning vulnerable children before your 

current work with street-connected children? 

• What was the reason for your choice of working within the field of street-

connected children?  

 

1. Do you experience that there are more boys than girls living on the streets? If 

yes, why? 

2. Have you experienced any differences between the genders livelihoods? If yes, 

how do you consider that the livelihoods differ between boys and girls living 

and working on the streets? 

3. If possible, describe the livelihoods of a street-connected girl and a street-

connected boy.  

4. Why and how is street-connected children a concern of importance in The 

Gambia, according to you? 

5. What factors influences street-connected boys on the streets? 

6. What factors influences street-connected girls on the streets? 

7. How do these factors affect the street-connected boys and girls differently? 

8. Have you experienced that the street-connected boys versus the street-connected 

girls might perceive their livelihoods differently from each other? 

9. What kind of work have you done to improve the livelihoods of the children and 

what effects have you seen from your work?  

10. What are the challenges and opportunities of reintegrating street-connected boys 

and girls? 

11. What method are you using in the process of helping the children, and why? 

12. Have you considered that gender is of importance concerning the street-

connected children’s livelihoods and when approaching them? 



  
 

V 

13. Do your working method take gender differences into consideration? What 

method do you believe is the best to help these children? One blueprint or 

different procedures?   

14. If retrieving an education, do the children see any possibilities for employment 

in The Gambia or do they strive for employment abroad? 

15. Is there already enough work done concerning street-connected children or do 

we have to pay more attention on the subject? Inter alia by the government?  

16. Are there mostly Gambian Children on the streets or do they come from other 

countries? 

17. What kinds of difficulties might the boys in comparison to girls face on the 

streets and vice versa?  

18. Do they also face different opportunities? 

19. Is there anything you would like to ask us?   

 


